
 

The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 14, Year A 

August 9, 2020 

Welcome 

In this time of world-wide crisis, when it is not safe for the church to gather for worship as the 
body of Christ in person, we gather now to hear the word of God and hold each other in prayer.  
 
Opening Sentence 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   Philippians 1:2   
 
Collect of the Day   

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that 

we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 

Confession and Absolution      Enriching Our Worship 

 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your 
love and serve only your will. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
The Invitatory and Psalm 

Lord, open our lips.  
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
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The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: 
Come let us adore him.  
 
Venite              Psalm 95:1-7  

Come, let us sing to the Lord;  

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving   

    and raise to the Lord a shout with psalms.  

For you are a great God,  

    you are great above all gods.  

In your hand are the caverns of the earth,  

    and the heights of the hills are yours also.  

The sea is yours, for you made it,  

    and your hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

For you are our God,  

and we are the people of your pasture and the sheep of your hand. 

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

The Spirit of the Lord renews the face of the Earth: 
Come let us adore him.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 

First Lesson     1 Kings 19:9-18 

The reading from the Hebrew Bible tells how God is made known to Elijah–not in wind, 

earthquake, or fire–but in a still small voice. In a mood of depression the prophet retreats to 

Mount Horeb.  But the Lord gives him a new mission and a promise that there will be a remnant 

in Israel who will not worship the false god Baal.  Although God is known in a word of revelation 

rather than in the awesome events of nature, these happenings can also be seen as harbingers of 

God’s presence. 

At Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of 

the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been 

very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are 

seeking my life, to take it away.” 

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 

the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the 



fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 

mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 

said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, 

the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when 

you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as 

king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your 

place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the 

sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have 

not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 85:8-13 

The psalmist both celebrates and prays for the Lord’s gracious favor, forgiveness, deliverance, 

and justice. 

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 

for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their hearts 

to him. 

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 

that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Mercy and truth have met together; * 

righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 

and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 

and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness shall go before him, * 

and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

The Second Lesson         Romans 10:5-15 

In this lesson Paul teaches that the word of faith is a gift; by it we make our saving confession that 

Jesus is Lord and that God raised him from the dead.  Without God’s grace the way of righteousness 

would be impossibly distant.  But the faith that leads to righteousness is in our hearts and the 

confession of salvation is on our lips.  This is true for all people, no matter what their background, 

and so it is essential that the Good News be carried far and wide, that all may call upon the name of 

the Lord. 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 

these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in 

your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend 



into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is 

near you, on your lips and in your heart” 

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 

Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 

The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction 

between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 

one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 

him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are 

the feet of those who bring good news!” 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Churches. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel      Matthew 14:22-33 

The gospel is the story of Jesus’ walking on the water and his rescue of Peter after his faith fails 

him.  The narrative has several levels of meaning.  In legendary terms Jesus is like the Creator 

God who strides over the watery chaos monster.  Matthew’s gospel stresses this revelation of 

Jesus’ close relationship with God, as God’s Son, and the importance of faith on the part of the 

disciples.  A church beset by its own problems and lack of faith would be glad to perceive in this 

story the saving presence of its risen Lord. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed 

the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was 

far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking 

toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, 

saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But 

when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, 

“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of 

little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the 

boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

The gospel of the Lord.           
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Reflection: The Rev. Bill Petersen 



 
The Creed: We profess our faith using the words of The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth;  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.       

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.      
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.      
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.      
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.      
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
The Prayers: We center ourselves in the peace and love of Jesus through prayer 

Confident of your care and upheld by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all 
in need, responding to each petition with the words “Save us, we pray.” 

A brief silence. 

For your church throughout the world, we pray: Strengthen the faith of all who believe. Speak to 
us through your word of power and mercy. Abide with those Christians who are isolated from 
others. Give wisdom and stamina to all preachers who bring your good news to the world. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

For the well-being of your creation, we pray. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from 
exploitation and abuse. Tame the storms that threaten human habitations. Maintain the health 
of pets. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

For the leaders of nations, we pray. Inspire those who govern to keep peace with their neighbors 
and to maintain justice for their citizens. Calm the world’s violence. Strengthen the world’s 
democracies, and keep autocrats in check. Uphold a free press around the globe. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  



For those in need we pray. For those who are unemployed, or homeless, or hungry, or 
hospitalized; for those whose money has run out; for those who are fearful of the future; and for 
those we name before you now: 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

For the world facing the coronovirus we pray. Sustain medical workers for their arduous tasks. 
Assist our Congress and governors in legislating wisely during the pandemic. Give wisdom to 
educators as they plan the fall semester. Give us kindness with one another and patience for 
ourselves. And we beg: give us a vaccine. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

For the end to racial injustice we pray. Frustrate all prejudices between peoples that are based 
on ethnic origin or skin color. Unite into one body politic all who share this land. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

For ourselves, we pray. Reach out your hand to us; save us when we are sinking; and receive 
now the petitions of our hearts.   

A longer period of silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

We praise you, O God, for all who have died in the faith, for martyrs, for leaders in the struggle 
for civil rights, for victims of COVID-19, for those dear to us. Especially this week we glorify you 
for Mary, the mother of our Lord. Bring us at the end with all your saints into your everlasting 
life. 

A brief silence. 

Hear us, holy God: 
Save us, we pray.  

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
      thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
         who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

There is a long-standing practice in the Episcopal Church to offer a means for people to receive 
Holy Communion spiritually when it cannot be received physically. 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 
Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 
your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I 
cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come 
spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me 
never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life  
and in the life to come. Amen.  
 
A Prayer for these times 
 
From Pentecost Sunday through the first Sunday in September, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
and his Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome congregations and 
individuals to regularly pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.” This 
prayer – crafted by a team of Lutheran and Episcopal prayer leaders in light of the COVID 
pandemic – is meant to unite us in common prayer and revive us for common mission, wherever 
and however we may be gathered. 
 
God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you 
provide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, 
share life,  
heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and 
however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and 
the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Benediction and Dismissal        
 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 



nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. 

Amen. 

 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Send forth your Spirit, O God,  
and renew the face of the earth.  

☩   ☩   ☩ 
Announcements 
 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THOSE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 
 
The Kott-Cornwell Families 

Bob Champagne Bob Pierpont  Ruth Gray  Dylan Allwine 

Mark Luken  Rodney Morgan  Stephanie Schroeder Shirley Bentley 

Carolyn Toshney Gina Vivian  Penny Meyer  Jan Sauda 

Faye Juul  Penelope Bennis Mary McAuley  Gwendolyn Deneault 

Vange Sandeen  Mary Ellen Davis Prue Fitts  Judy Hess 

Michael Dowd  Zell Kellogg  Joe Blackett  Jacqueline McLaughlin 

 

Note: The names on the prayer list have been updated to remove names that were added over a year 

ago.  If you would like a name placed back on the list, please send the request to Debra at the office 

email address allsaints@metrocast.net.  Thank you 

 

 

Thank you for all who have continued to support the work of All 

Saints during this time. You may make contributions by mail, 

using your financial institution's automated check writing service, 

or secure online giving via  Donate at 

www.wolfesaints.com/donate 

 

Creator of all we enjoy, we give you thanks for the countless people you have gathered to do 

your work as All Saints' Wolfeboro. We thank you for your Holy Spirit inspiring some as they 

longed for this church, others as they built this church and still others as they lovingly and 

boldly led this church through times of abundance and times of scarcity. Help us to be bold 

as we model giving of time and money during this time. Make our generous giving a symbol 

of both our faith and our gratitude. We pray in the name of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord 

and Savior. Amen. 
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