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UNITED BENEFICE OF ST. MARY, GOUDHURST
WITH CHRIST CHURCH, KILNDOWN

Vicar: Revd Hugh Nelson
 The Vicarage, Back Lane
 Goudhurst, Kent, TN17 1AN  Tel:  01580 211739
 Email: hugh.nelson@ymail.com
 Please note the Revd Hugh’s day off is Monday

Lay Minister: Caroline Turvey Tel: 01580 211739
 Email: carolineturveygk@gmail.com

Benefice Administrator: Becky Addis, (Monday to Friday 9am-12 noon)
	 Benefice	Office,	The	Vicarage,	Back	Lane,
 Goudhurst, Kent, TN17 1AN Tel:  01580 211739
 Email : beckyaddisgk@gmail.com 

GOUDHURST

Church Wardens: Ali Williams Tel: 07944 776008
 Simon Taurins Tel: 07768 598239

Sunday Club: Huthrie Copplestone   Tel:  01580 211902
 huthrie@hotmail.com

Church Room Bookings: Rosemary Southon Tel:  01580 211791

Ready Call: Jayne Russell (Chairman) Tel:    07766 553728 
 Joe Meyer (transport) Mon-Fri 9am-10am 
  Tel:  01580 211750

Parish Hall Bookings:	 Nichola	Osgood	 gphbookings@outlook.com

KILNDOWN

Church Wardens: David Denton Tel: 01892 890244
 Vacancy Tel: 

Flower Arranging: Lynda Shepherd Tel: 01580 879549
 lyndashepherd@talktalk.net

Village Hall Bookings:	 Evie	Banfield	 Tel:	 07872	348155

PARISH MAGAZINE

Editor: David Denton Tel: 01892 890244 
dentondavidthomas@gmail.com

Magazine Advertising:  Ursula Ellwood  
  ursula.ellwood@gmail.com
Subscriptions & Distribution: 

 Pam Stubbs (Goudhurst) Tel: 01580 211013 
 Hilary Bird (Kilndown) Tel: 01892 890554
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THIS MONTH'S MAGAZINE

In	our	present	situation	we	are	protecting	our	wonderful	delivery	team	members	by	
not	printing	the	May	Magazine.	This	will	be	available	online	from	the	gkchurch	website	
and possibly other local websites. 

Richard	Vinton's	diary	pages	will	not	form	the	centrefold	as	nothing	is	happening	with	
all but aid organisations being closed down.

The	slot	for	the	Vicar's	letter	was	reorganised	so	that	other	writers	would	fulfil	this	
role until a new Vicar is appointed. Last month Ali Williams wrote the message and 
this	month	is	Barney	Mayhew's	turn	and	there	is	a	good	team	of	other	celebrities	lined	
up	for	the	next	few	months.

Please note that we have withdrawn the opportunity to leave Magazine material at the 
Newsagents.	It	is	a	long	time	since	this	was	last	used.	May	I	thank	the	proprietors	of	the	
Newsagents	for	helping	us	in	this	way	for	many	years.	I	would	also	like	to	thank	Anne	
Meyer	who	for	many	years	has	collected	items	and	typed	them	up	to	email	to	me.	If	
there is anyone still unable to email Magazine material to me they can post to Quarry 
House,	Kilndown,	Cranbrook,	Kent	TN17	2RZ	or	just	drop	it	through	my	letter	box	
(once you are able to leave your homes).

Please	encourage	everyone	to	check	the	church	website	(gkchurch.org.uk)	for	access	to	
the	Magazine.	The	website	is	the	lifeline	of	our	churches	with	all	the	information	about	
online	services	and	prayer	meetings.	There	is	so	much	valuable	information	and	advice	
there	including	all	the	contacts	if	you	need	help	in	any	way	during	these	difficult	times.

David Denton
Editor

While we are all staying indoors 
it seems that the sheep have not 

got the message
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AN INTERREGNUM MESSAGE

Peace in troubled times

We’re	all	still	adjusting	to	life	with	Coronavirus.	What	a	shock	it	has	been.	We	lift	up	
in	our	thoughts	and	prayers	everyone	who	has	suffered	from	it,	and	particularly	those	
who have been very ill or have been bereaved.

The	whole	community,	it	seems,	has	mobilised	and	there	is	more	looking	after	each	
other	than	most	of	us	have	ever	seen	in	our	lifetimes.	On	behalf	of	everyone,	thank	
you all so much.

Why	does	God	allow	suffering?	There	are	no	easy	answers	but	he	promises	to	help	us	
through	it.	On	the	church	website	there	are	some	thoughts	on	this	–	just	click	on	the	
Coronavirus resources page at https://www.gkchurch.org.uk/coronavirus-resources.

God	has	seen	us	through	tough	times	before,	and	he’ll	do	so	again.	In	the	meantime,	
Spring	around	us	is	amazingly	beautiful.	A	daily	gift.
What	of	the	future?	There	are	things	we	are	doing,	and	can	continue	to	do.	And	for	
the things we can’t do, we need to keep trusting.

Doing

There	are	things	we	can	continue	to	pray	for.	Healing	and	comfort	for	those	who	are	
suffering.	Strength	and	wisdom	for	all	the	people	who	are	treating,	feeding,	helping,	
caring,	supplying,	organising,	making	decisions,	and	all	the	other	wonderful,	life-giving	
activity.	Hope	and	encouragement	for	us	all,	particularly	if	work	or	income	has	been	
affected.	A	vaccine.	Our	young	people.

There	are	 things	we	can	be	 thankful	 for.	For	our	 lovely	neighbours,	 friends,	 family.	
For	all	the	front	line	workers	and	others	we’ve	just	prayed	for.	For	the	Spring.	For	the	
countryside.	For	food	and	home.	For	love,	kindness	and	forgiveness.	For	God’s	promises.

There	is	probably	always	more	that	we	can	do.	Who	have	we	forgotten	about	so	far?	
Is	there	a	phone	call,	or	a	Skype	or	FaceTime	call,	that	we	can	at	last	get	round	to?	
Especially	to	that	further-away	or	harder-to-talk-to	person,	or	the	person	who	we	find	
grumpy	or	difficult,	but	who	may	in	fact	be	in	greater	need	of	human	contact.

Trusting

Having	prayed	and	thanked	and	done	–	all	of	which	are	different	ways	of	loving	people	–	
the Bible reminds us that we still need to trust. Because our strength is limited. Because 
we	don’t	control	the	future.	God’s	in	charge,	however	mysterious	that	may	seem.

When we trust God, he gives us peace, even when there’s trouble around us.

‘You	will	keep	in	perfect	peace	those	whose	minds	are	steadfast,	because	they	trust	in	
you.’	–	says	Isaiah.	He	uses	that	striking	phrase	‘perfect	peace’…	it’s	a	gift	from	God,	
and comes when we trust him.

Lord,	please	help	us	to	do	what	we	can,	and	then	to	trust	you.	Please	give	us	the	perfect	
peace	that	can	only	come	from	you.

Barney Mayhew
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WHAT’S ON IN MAY 2020

With	our	two	churches	closed	for	all	services,	normal	church	activities	cancelled	and	
with social distancing in place we have had to rethink the way that we are as a church 
in	these	strange	times.	Church	life	looks	very	different,	but	it’s	still	very	active	and	we	
invite	you	to	join	in	if	you	can.	

Sunday services

Every	Sunday	we	will	be	uploading	a	pre-recorded	service	 from	Christ	Church	and	
St. Mary’s on the GK Church website. The Christ Church service, led by Rev Neville 
Gallagher, will be posted online at 9:15 and the St. Mary’s service, led by Rev Hugh 
Nelson,	at	10:45.	Different	people	will	be	preaching	and	at	the	10:45	service	our	band	
will	be	leading	the	music	from	their	homes.	You	are	all	invited	to	watch	and	to	try	out	
a new way to do church!

Daily Prayers

Each	day	during	the	week	at	10:00	we	are	holding	a	simple	online	time	of	prayer	which	
everyone is welcome to join in. It lasts about 30 minutes, starting with a chance to catch 
up	before	a	time	of	shared	prayer	and	reflection.	To	access	the	prayer	time	you	need	
to download Zoom and then go to the church website to click on the appropriate link 
for	the	day.	We	ask	two	questions	every	day	–	what	do	you	want	to	pray	for,	and	what	
are	you	grateful	for	today?	If	you	are	unable	to	join	us	for	this	prayer	time	but	would	
like	to	send	in	your	prayers	please	call	the	Church	Office	(01580	211739)	or	email	them	
to becky.addis@gkchurch.org

For	 all	 other	 information	 about	GK	Church,	 including	 our	Community	Cupboard	
(foodbank),	which	is	still	very	much	operating	at	the	moment,	please	look	at	our	website

www.gkchurch.org.uk
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AN UPDATE FROM THE WEALD FAMILY HUB

As	many	of	you	know,	the	Weald	Family	Hub	has	been	going	from	strength	to	strength	
over	the	last	2	years,	supporting	children,	young	people	and	families	in	the	Weald	who	
have mental health challenges.

In	the	current	academic	year	(2019/2020)	we	have	completed	professional	counselling,	in	
partnership	with	Fegans,	for	29	children	in	6	of	our	local	primary	schools,	have	actively	
mentored	8	students	 in	a	 local	high	school,	and	have	supported	many	 local	 families	
through our PSP volunteers. Prior to schools closing on the 20th March, we had just 
started	working	with	a	further	21	primary	aged	children	in	7	schools	and	hoped	to	
mentor 4 Year 6 children as they transitioned to secondary school. All was on track 
to	exceed	the	goals	we	had	set	ourselves	and	we	were	really	getting	into	our	stride	
for	the	year.

The	worsening	of	the	Covid-19	pandemic	has,	though,	unfortunately	meant	that,	whilst	
schools are closed and social distancing is in place, we cannot continue our work in 
the	short-term.	We	have,	of	course,	looked	at	alternative	methods,	such	as	online	and	
digital support, to continue working with children and young people, but we have been 
advised	that	it	 is	not	possible	to	proceed	with	these.	For	the	next	few	months,	the	
employed	roles	at	the	Hub	will	as	a	result	be	furloughed,	helping	to	protect	the	team	
and	also	to	help	us	conserve	precious	funds	for	the	charity,	ringfenced	for	our	future	
work.	This	is	certainly	not	the	end	of	the	Hub!

We know that when the current situation eases, and schools open once again, the need 
for	mental	health	support	will	continue	to	be	there	and	will	likely	be	greater	than	we	
have	ever	seen	before.	Please	be	reassured	that	all	of	us	at	the	Weald	Family	Hub	are	
poised and ready to act as soon as that day comes.

Louise,	our	Weald	Family	Hub	co-ordinator	is,	in	the	interim,	helping	to	co-ordinate	
the	volunteer	activities	that	sprang	into	action	as	part	of	the	Corona	Kindness	door	
drop	undertaken	a	few	weeks	ago.	Under	the	umbrella	of	the	Goudhurst	Community	
Support	Team,	this	brings	together	the	combined	efforts	of	the	churches,	parish	council	
and	an	amazing	group	of	more	than	70	volunteers	across	the	villages	of	the	parish.	For	
those	that	may	not	have	seen	their	Corona	Kindness	leaflet,	or	are	unsure	where	to	
turn	for	help	and	support,	then	Louise	is	available	to	help	connect	those	in	need	with	
those	that	can	offer	help	within	the	team	of	volunteers.	A	role	not	dissimilar	to	what	
she does at the Hub.

Very	much	focussing	on	offering	practical	help,	the	volunteers	are	supporting	those	
in	the	community	who	are	vulnerable	or	need	to	self-isolate	with,	for	example,	food	
shopping,	the	collection	of	medication,	and/or	a	friendly	phone	call.	If	you	or	someone	
you know needs help then please contact Louise on gkcovid19help@gmail.com. Ali 
Williams	will	continue	running	the	Community	Cupboard,	the	Church’s	food	bank,	and	
can be contacted at ali.williams@gkchurch.org.
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S

The	Friends	of	St.	Mary’s	would	like	to	thank	all	those	who	supported	their	Quiz	on	
February	29th	when	we	raised	over	£1,000.	We	were	very	lucky	to	be	able	to	hold	
our	event,	given	that	we	were	all	in	lockdown	3	weeks	later.	Obviously	the	Fete	and	
our	Summer	fund-raiser,	Pimms	by	the	Pond,	are	in	doubt	but	please	watch	this	space	
for	any	news.	Meanwhile	we	wish	everyone	safe	passage	through	this	difficult	time.

Pam Stubbs

CANCELLATION OF GOUDHURST VILLAGE FETE
AND DOG SHOW 2020

Because	of	the	situation	created	by	the	Covid-19	Pandemic	and	the	uncertainty	about	
the	future	for	all	of	us	–	families,	individuals	and	business	alike	-	it	is	with	much	regret	
and	sadness	that	the	Fete	Organising	Committee	have	taken	the	decision	to	cancel	this	
year’s	Goudhurst	Village	Fete	and	Dog	Show,	which	was	due	to	be	held	on	27th	June	2020.

The	Fete	Committee	would	like	to	propose	that	–	once	all	the	current	restrictions	
have	been	lifted	and	our	lives	have	returned	to	relative	normality	-	we	would	like	to	get	
together	with	all	the	local	organisations	in	Goudhurst	to	organise	a	special	event	–	for	
example,	a	Picnic	or	Street	Party	on	the	Village	Green	-	by	way	of	a	celebration	and	of	
saying	a	big	thank	you	to	friends,	neighbours,	local	traders,	key	workers,	Emergency	
Services	staff	and,	most	of	all	the	NHS,	for	their	support,	hard	work	and	extraordinary	
efforts	during	these	very	difficult	times.

Please	keep	safe	and	stay	well	during	this	time.

Fete	Organising	Committee

One of the Windyridge camellias 
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VILLAGE ECHO
VE Day Celebrations in Goudhurst

8th	May	2020	marks	the	75th	anniversary	of	VE	(Victory	in	Europe)	Day.	In	Goudhurst,	
VE Day was celebrated on Saturday 8th June 1946 when the annual carnival was dedicated 
to “Goudhurst Victory Celebrations”. 

As always, on such occasions, a committee was set up and 
a	full	day’s	programme	of	events	was	arranged.	Chairman	
of	 the	 committee	was	Mr	William	Burfield,	 the	 village	
butcher.	The	programme	followed	much	the	same	itinerary	
as	previous	village	celebrations	had	done	and	the	timing	of	
events was very precise. 

The	day	began	at	9am	with	the	ringing	of	the	bells	at	St	
Mary’s	Church.	This	was	followed	at	9.30am	with	music	
from	the	Goudhurst	Brass	Band	on	The	Plain.	Next,	at	
9.45am,	came	the	Parade	of	all	organisations	and	societies	
in	the	village	who	made	their	way	to	St	Mary’s	Church	for	
a service at 10.15am. 

At	12	midday	a	dinner	for	‘Old	Folks’	was	served	in	the	Parish	Hall.	The	dinner	was	
given	by	Mrs	Weeks	of	Weeks’	bakery	and	the	refreshments	were	given	by	Mr	&	Mrs	
Bucknell	of	the	Vine	Inn.
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In	the	afternoon	between	1.30pm	and	4.15pm	there	were	children’s	races	in	the	College	
Field,	side	shows,	a	competition	to	win	a	pig	(given	by	Mr	B	Wickham),	and	a	baby	
show.	Prizes	of	10/-,	7/6	and	5/-	were	awarded	to	the	three	bonniest	babies	aged	up	to	
6	months	and	three	aged	6	months	to	18	months.	At	4.30pm	it	was	time	for	tea,	for	
the children aged 4 to 14 years, in the Parish Hall.

The	main	event	of	the	day	was	the	carnival	parade.	All	entrants	gathered	on	The	Plain	
at	6pm	for	judging.	There	were	11	classes	of	entry;	

fancy	costume	(under	7yrs),	decorated	doll’s	pram	or	cycle	(under	7yrs),	
fancy	costume	(7-14yrs),	decorated	cycle	(7-14yrs),	fancy	dress	(lady),	
fancy	dress	(gentleman),	original	costumes	(Pairs),	decorated	pram	(child	included),	
decorated cycle (lady or gentleman), 
decorated	car	(private	or	trade),	and	finally	car	or	lorry	tableaux.	

1st,	2nd	and	3rd	prizes	of	varied	sums	of	money	were	awarded	to	all	classes,	with	an	
extra	4th	prize	for	the	children’s	classes.	After	judging,	the	entrants	processed	around	
the	village	and	returned	 to	The	Plain	 for	presentation	of	 the	prizes	by	Lady	 Jessel.	
Each	programme	was	printed	with	a	‘lucky	number’	and	a	prize	was	awarded	for	the	
winning number.

The	busy	day	was	rounded	off	with	a	dance	and	social	 in	the	Parish	Hall	 from	9pm	
until 11.45pm.

Local History Society
Email: help@goudhurstlocalhistorysociety.org

Website: www.goudhurstlocalhistorysociety.org
Tel: 01580 212457

Windyridge camellias part two
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Best	wishes	from	the	Goudhurst	&	Kilndown	Local	History	Society.

Over	 a	 long	 and	 colourful	 history,	 the	 people	 of	Goudhurst,	 Kilndown	 and	 the	
surrounding	areas	have	celebrated	the	ups	and	survived	the	downs	that	life	has	thrown	
at	them.	This	year	will	be	no	exception.

Stay	safe	and	we	look	forward	to	welcoming	you	to	our	meetings	when	they	commence.



11

QUARRY CENTRE 

Our	Saturday	Shop	is	now	also	the	Wednesday	Shop	(for	the	
time	 being)	 and	we	 have	 been	 taking	 orders	 for	 collection	
and	delivery	from	many	in	the	village	and	we	welcome	walk	in	
customers, one at the time ! Luckily there have not been too 
many	hiccoughs	in	the	fresh	fruit	and	veg	line,	prices	of	a	few	
things	have	gone	up	–	not	totally	unexpected.	The	egg	situation	
has calmed down and our baker has been able to supply most 
of	our	orders,	but	I	wish	we	could	say	the	same	for	a	few	other	
things. Every time an order is placed (which seems to be a 

never-ending	activity	at	present),	flour	and	pasta	is	ordered,	but	none	materialises,	it’s	
the all-encompassing phrase ‘please re-order’. 

Plans	are	still	going	ahead	for	the	Kilndown	Nostalgia	Day	–	as	no	date	had	been	fixed	
for	this.	We	do	have	£500	from	the	National	Lottery	to	spend	on	the	event.	Although	
some	of	the	‘anniversary’	dates	may	have	been	missed,	whilst	all	this	uncertainty	abounds,	
when we do get to stage the event, it will be worth the wait, I hope.

Thank you to all who are supporting the Saturday and Wednesday Shops and to all who 
are helping behind the scenes. 

Lynda	&	Richard

KILNDOWN GARDENING CLUB

As	with	other	Clubs	and	Societies	up	and	down	the	country	our	Plant	Sale	booked	for	
May	23	has	been	cancelled.	However,	orders	for	vegetable,	bedding	plants,	basket	plants	
and	geraniums	are	being	taken	at	the	Quarry	Centre.	A	selection	of	perennials	(	as	and	
when	ready)	will	be	out	on	the	ramp	at	the	QC	for	sale	on	Saturdays	throughout	the	
season. In the meantime, Carry on Gardening!

Lynda 
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Parish Priest
Fr. Victor McClean - The	Presbytery,	Beresford	Road	Goudhurst	TN17	1DN

Phone: 01580 211268          Email: goudhurst@rcaos.org.uk
Website http://www.rcgoudhurst.org.uk

Masses
Saturday: 5.30pm  Sacred Heart Church, Goudhurst 
Sunday:   8.30am  St Barnabas, Hawkhurst 
 10.30am  Goudhurst 
Tuesday to Thursday:  9.30am  Goudhurst
Friday:		 9.30am		 Goudhurst	

Baptisms	and	Confessions	by	arrangement

Parish Contacts
Louise Martine goudhurst@rcaos.org.uk      Churches Together
 

Windyridge camellias part three
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COVER PHOTO

Spring	is	very	definitely	here.	On	one	of	my	regular	visits	to	Christ	Church	to	check	
security	and	empty	the	dehumidifier	reservoir	I	took	the	cover	photo	of	one	of	the	
camellias.	They	are	both	in	full	bloom	at	the	moment.	The	red	one	with	white	flecks	
is shown on page 5. I also noted that 
the jackdaws are busy carrying nesting 
material	into	the	spire.	They	fill	the	bell	
chamber with sticks and wool in their 
attempts	to	make	nests.	Much	of	what	
they collect is dropped around the base 
of	 the	 tower.	Rather	 than	pick	 it	 up	
they	just	leave	it	and	go	off	to	collect	
some more.

Lynette	has	sent	in	four	photos	of	her	
camellias.	Also	from	Lynette	the	sheep	
on	page	3	and	the	view	of	the	cherry	
avenue at the Pinetum shown below.

David Denton
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Zoom, the new noise for 2020.	What	a	difference	a	month	makes!	When	writing	
the April newsletter in mid-March, Covid-19 meant something but not the impact it was 
going	to	make	on	all	our	lives.	It	was	happening,	it	was	from	China,	and	the	government	
were	making	 plans	 for	 its	 containment.	 Then	 zoom	 it	was	 upon	 us,	 governments	
changed	plans	almost	daily	and	we	are	all	locked	down,	locked	in	but	so	far,	not	locked	
up.	So,	our	previous	lifestyle	came	to	a	halt.	Now	we	must	work	together	to	survive	
this scourge, survive the lockdown and help our neighbours. In our parish that meant 
70 people volunteering to help with “Corona Kindness”	the	umbrella	for	much	that	
is	being	organised	for	our	community:	bringing	together	the	combined	efforts	of	our	
churches,	parish	council,	councillors,	volunteers	and	community.	Focusing	on	practical	
help,	Corona	Kindness	volunteers	have	widely	leafletted	most	households	in	the	parish	
with	information	on	how	to	get	help.	It	is	being	co-ordinated	by	Louise	Vickerman	on	
phone 0790 333 2014 email: gkcovid19help@gmail.comor our Community Cupboard 
(food	bank)	coordinated	by	Goudhurst	and	Kilndown	Church,	contact:	Ali	Williams	
on	07944	76008	email:	aliwilliams@gkchurch.org	Contributions	of	food	to	St	Mary’s	
porch	will	be	greatly	welcomed	as	will	financial	donations.	Corona	Kindness	volunteers	
working with Ready Call and also other Community Action Groups are there to help 
with	all	manner	of	issues,	picking	up	shopping	and	urgent	supplies,	posting	mail,	collecting	
prescriptions	from	our	pharmacy,	and	most	importantly	a	friendly	chat	during	the	lock	
down.

Tunbridge	Wells	rural	parishes	made	up	of	Benenden,	Bidborough,	Brenchley,	Capel,	
Cranbrook	 and	 Sissinghurst,	 Frittenden,	 Goudhurst,	 Hawkhurst,	 Horsmonden,	
Lamberhurst, Paddock Wood, Rusthall, Sandhurst, Southborough and Speldhurst held 
a	‘zoom’	conference	call	meeting	for	our	chairmen	or	Clerks	to	coordinate	our	various	
activities that are supporting rural communities outside Tunbridge Wells town. Thus, 
we have people and neighbours, parishes, town and country working together, as one, 
to	fight	our	invisible	common	enemy.

Our	supermarkets	in	Tunbridge	Wells,	Paddock	Wood	and	Cranbrook	are	stepping	
up	to	the	mark	with	home	deliveries	as	are	our	wonderful	local	shops;	Burgess	Stores,	
Newsagents	and	Post	Office,	the	Pharmacy,	Taywell	&	Ladysden	Farm	Shops.	Goudhurst	
Surgery	is	open	for	business	which	just	takes	a	phone	call	and	we	are	attended	to	by	
doctor and nurse in our very own drive through surgery. 

Our	Annual	Parish	Meetings	in	Goudhurst	&	Kilndown	are	postponed	and	our	Parish	
Council	cannot	meet	in	person.	But	after	a	short	period	of	adjustment	we	have	devolved	
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powers to our Clerk and committee chairmen so that council can continue its work 
since at that time government had not passed regulations to allow councils to operate 
other than in person (now so permitted).Indeed, a ‘zoom’ meeting combined with 
our	on-screen	documents	can	be	surprisingly	effective.	Your	council	is	proactive	and	
remains	at	the	end	of	the	phone	01580	212552	for	Clerk	or	our	new	email	address	
clerk@goudhurst-PC.gov.uk.

On	a	zooming	Parish	Council	meeting	Wednesday	evening	May	15th	we	agreed	that	in	
view	of	the	fantastic	fundraising	response	by	the	community	for	the	Goudhurst play 
area we	could	release	the	parish	allocated	funds	thus	enabling	the	first	stage	of	the	
project	(the	new	equipment)	to	be	contracted	from	our	selected	supplier.	Stage	two,	
the	resurfacing	of	the	area,	will	have	to	wait	till	we	all	return	to	normal	when	fund	
raising	can	resume.	Most	other	projects	before	your	council	are	progressing	as	best	
they	can	and	those	that	will	need	to	wait	post	corona	are	being	carefully	logged	so	we	
can	get	going	again	as	soon	as	we	can.	We	are	informed	that	the	2020 Fete has now 
been	cancelled	for	this	year	though	the	organisers	hope	to	arrange	a	celebration	in	the	
autumn	when	hopefully	we	re-emerge.	The	2020	Goudhurst in Bloom has also been 
cancelled	not	least	because	spring	plants	cannot	be	easily	obtained.	So	far,	the	daffodils	
have made 2020 a memorable early spring. 

During	the	TW	Area	meeting,	referred	to	earlier,	it	was	confirmed	that	the	government	
has	decided	 that	 all	 elections	are	postponed	until	next	year	 including	our	Borough	
Councillor election which should have been held in May this year. The pending 
referendum	on	our	Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has also been 
delayed	and	so	our	NDP	will	be	considered	as	approved	(made).From	now	it	needs	to	
be	the	reference	for	borough	officers	judging	planning	applications	within	our	parish.	
This	should	be	good	news	and	give	force	to	all	the	recommendations	and	reward	all	
the work put into the project by so many people over the past two years. Thank you 
Colin Willis, NDP Chairman and Craig Broom our most capable NDP secretary/ 
administrator	and	everyone	who	took	part.	However,	there	are	a	number	of	planning	
issues	that	give	us	and	our	neighbouring	parishes	concern	for	the	future,	especially	that	
the lockdown should not used by developers to circumvent proper process and that 
planning	enforcement	must	not	be	neglected.

As	reported	last	month,	our	internet	service	provider	notified	us	last	year	that	because	
of	the	increased	volume	of	work	he	did	not	wish	to	continue	to	host	the	council	emails	
beyond March 2020.Your parish council has registered new email addresses	for	all	
councillors	(now	ending	in	…@goudhurst-pc.gov.uk)	and	a	new website (goudhurst-
pc.gov.uk)	all	of	which	went	live	on	1st	April	despite	the	corona	hiatus.	Although	there	
much	work	still	to	do	on	the	new	website,	a	huge	thanks	is	due	to	the	hard	work	of	
our clerks and some councillors, largely in their own time, who made this possible.

Finally,	may	we	wish	all	parishioners	in	Goudhurst,	Kilndown	and	Curtisden	Green	all	
the	very	best	in	these	exceptional	times.	Take	precautions,	wash	hands,	stay	well	and	
see you soon.

Your	Parish	Councillors	…David	Boniface,	Craig	Broom,	Chris	Ditton,	Alan	Foster,	
Antony Harris (Chairman), Phil Kirkby, David Knight, Barry Noakes, Caroline Richards, 
Jayne Russell, Guy Sutton and Peter Wood. 
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GOUDHURST PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

The	Parish	Council	is	not	meeting	at	present	due	to	the	restrictions	of	gatherings	during	
the	current	COVID-19	pandemic.	

However,	we	are	still	in	business.	Our	phones	are	being	answered	and	we	will	always	
call	you	back	if	you	don’t	reach	us	first	time.	Equally	we	are	checking	our	e-mails	and	
monitoring	Facebook.

Got	a	query?	Then	do	please	get	in	touch.	If	we	don’t	have	the	answer	to	your	question	
we will certainly know someone who does.

Instead	 of	 gathering	 for	 traditional	meetings,	we	 are,	 until	 further	 notice,	 holding	
meetings	by	conference	phone	calls	using	‘Zoom.’

As	we	start	a	new	financial	year,	you	may	like	to	note	our	new	e-mail	address:

Anthony	Farnfield,	Clerk	to	Goudhurst	Parish	Council	
clerk@goudhurst-pc.gov.uk 01580 212552 

Claire Reed, Assistant Clerk
assistant.clerk@goudhurst-pc.gov.uk 01580 212552

We	have	just	launched	a	new	Parish	Council	website;	https://goudhurst-pc.gov.uk	Do	
please have a look. Tell us what you would like to see included. 

SUNDAY AMENITY LORRY SCHEDULE

We are sorry but the service has been suspended until further notice
due to the Corona Virus Pandemic.

 

 

Sunday Amenity Lorry Schedule 

Goudhurst - Balcombes Hill Car Park.  08.00 to 11.00 

11 March 2018 Domestic Waste 
25 March Garden Waste (Compostable) 
08 April Domestic Waste 
22 April Garden Waste (Compostable) 
06 May Domestic Waste 
20 May No Service 
03 June Domestic Waste 
17 June Garden Waste (Compostable) 
01 July Domestic Waste 
15 July Garden Waste (Compostable) 
 

Kilndown – Beresford Close    12.00 to 13.45 
Curtisden Green – Outside Bethany School    14.00 to 1500 
 
11 March 2018 Garden Waste (Compostable) 
08 April Domestic Waste 
06 May Garden Waste (Compostable) 
03 June Domestic Waste 
01 July Garden Waste (Compostable) 
 
The following items CAN NOT BE ACCEPTED IN THE VEHICLE and must not be put into your Wheelie Bin: 
 
Waste from outside Tunbridge Wells Borough Doors & large pieces of wood 
Waste from Businesses White electrical products 
Waste transported in a commercial vehicle Fridges, Freezers, Computer equipment etc 
Waste on trailers Televisions, Kettles, Microwaves 
Car Batteries Mirrors 
Asbestos Sheet(s) of glass/Toughened glass 
Rubble/bricks/plasterboard Tyres 
Chemicals/Hazardous waste/Paint Soil  
Tree trunks and branches more than 3 ins diameter Oil of any type  
 
If you have large items for disposal please phone Tunbridge Wells Borough Council (01892 526121) 
for advice and to arrange a special collection. 
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THANK YOU

We	have	been	acknowledging	the	wonderful	work	of	our	NHS	workers	and	others	in	
the emergency/essential services. Could I just say a huge thank you to all those unsung 
heroes around our villages. There are many just checking on us all in many ways or 
collecting things and shopping. Ali Williams and her team are ensuring that those in 
difficulty	are	getting	all	they	need.	A	special	thank	you	to	Lynda	Shepherd	and	her	team	
for	keeping	the	Quarry	Centre	shop	going	and	providing	ordering	facilities	for	fresh	
bread,	fruit	and	vegetables.	There	are	many	others	who	will	not	be	identifiable	but	are	
helping	us	all	through	these	difficult	times.	Thank	you	to	all	of	you.

David Denton 

WHEN IS THE RIGHT TIME?

For	the	clock	at	Christ	Church	the	answer	to	this	question	is	on	Saturday	morning	of	
11th April (Easter Eve).

As	 you	will	 be	 aware	 the	money	was	 raised	 for	major	 repairs	 to	 the	 clock	which	
was	returned	and	regulated	to	be	very	slightly	fast	to	enable	us	to	complete	the	fine	
regulation.	Mark	made	his	first	adjustment	which	slowed	it	down	a	little.	Then	we	were	
instructed	by	the	Church	of	England	that	winding/regulating	clocks	was	not	considered	
an	essential	item	under	lockdown	and	should	not	be	carried	out.	This	arrived	just	before	
the clocks were put on by an hour. Since then the clock has gradually made up the 
hour	until	it	was	spot	on.	Now,	of	course,	it	is	fast	again	and	getting	worse	by	the	day.	
Please bear with us as we await the opportunity to get back to the regulation process.

David Denton 

A HUGE THANK YOU FROM THE OLD PARSONAGE SURGERY.

We	realise	these	are	very	difficult	times	for	everyone.

The surgery will continue to operate a telephone triage system during normal opening 
times.	If	considered	necessary	an	appointment	will	be	made	for	a	face	to	face	consultation.

We	do	not	want	anyone	to	feel	they	are	unable	to	seek	advice	or	reassurance,	so	if	you	
have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact the surgery.

The	show	of	support	and	understanding	from	our	patients	has	been	overwhelming	both	
to	the	surgery	and	within	the	village.	The	teams	of	volunteers	and	their	coordinators	
have been unstinting in their help and care towards the vulnerable and those most in 
need	of	help.	

With	grateful	thanks	to	everyone,	stay	safe,	keep	well	and	we	will	come	through	these	
unprecedented times.

 Jeremy, Vicky, Brenda and all the girls 
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TRADE DIRECTORY
Agricultural Engineers A
Accountancy A/B
Burgess Stores B
Cards (Greeting) D
Driveways and Landscaping C
Education C
Electrical E
Farm	Produce	 D
Fencing/Landscaping	 D
Florist	 E
Foot	Care	 E
Funeral	Directors	 F
Garage/Service	Station	 F
Inn/Restaurant G
Legal/Wealth Management H
Letting	and	Sales	Property	Experts	 I
Maths Tuition C

Newsagents G
Osteopath	 I
Painting	&	Decorating	 I
Pest (Wasp and Hornet) Control J
Pharmacy J
Physiotherapists J/K
Pilates K/L
Plumbing L
Pre-School Playgroups M
Private Hire M
Puppy Classes N
Reiki M
Stonemason M
Storage N
TV and Aerial Installers N

N.P. SEYMOUR 
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

AVON WORKS, 
CRANBROOK TN17 2PT

Tel:	01580	712200	Fax:	01580	715191
Website: www.npseymour.co.uk

HORDEN ACCOUNTANCY

SERVICE LIMITED
Andrew Waltham

Incorporated	Financial	Accountant
Small businesses welcome

01580 212300

MATERIAL FOR THE JUNE 2020 ISSUE should be sent to
dentondavidthomas@gmail.com by 

FRIDAY 15th MAY
Thank you.  Keep your contributions coming in!

Windyridge camellias part 4
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With offices in both Goudhurst and London, Charter Tax has all the expertise you would expect from a 
Central London firm.  Where we differ is in the strength of local knowledge, our sense of the community and 
our understanding of what our local clients need from us.  Be it farms, families, trusts or estates, we have a 
dedicated team who can help you manage your financial needs. We have direct experience with 
equestrian and farming matters, and we also offer an extensive range of services including:- 

- Bookkeeping
- Accounts preparation
- Tax returns and VAT advice
- Payroll

- Succession planning
- Inheritance tax advice
- Estate planning
- Probate and Estate Administration

Please contact mark.howard@charter-tax.com   www.charter-tax.com 
Telephone: 01580 313108; Charter Tax, Suite 1 Bedgebury Business Park, Goudhurst, Kent TN17 2QX 

“A successful, enduring relationship with a good accountant is as vital today as is that with a family doctor 
or solicitor – always trusted to have your best interests at heart” – Farming client, East Sussex 

Helping you, your business and your family 
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MatheMatics tuition

A Level, Further Maths, STEP, GCSE etc
Cambridge Graduate

DBS checked
£45-50	an	hour

Quentin Rappoport
01580	211514/q.rappo@btinternet.com

choice

11-18
co-ed day 

and boarding

INSPIRING
INDIVIDUAL
EXCELLENCE
L O V E  W H A T  Y O U  L E A R N

Fantastic facilities and an expansive
activities programme allow children
to flourish and achieve the best
possible results.

Please contact our Admissions
team for more information
about Open Mornings and
Entrance Assessments.

I chose Bethany
because it is a
small school with
a family feel, with
lots of  choices of
activities and
subjects.

Madeleine

“

“
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Lower Ladysden Farm 
 

Fresh produce from the heart of the Weald  
 

For the very best of homegrown and local produce, dairy 
and crafts, Lower Ladysden farm is here to help. 

Box and weekly order service now available 
 

Pop into the shop or visit our website to learn more 
Www.lowerladysden.co.uk 

01580 213529 

 

We supply and install
all types  of 

fencing and gates
Please contact 

James for a free quotation
18 years of experience

Fully Insured

Telephone: 
01580  213517
07866449028

j.harperfencing@gmail.com

J Harper 

Fencing & Landscaping
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Reg. No. 12412

TELEPHONE:
01580 201088

FACSIMILE:
01580 201080

E-MAIL:
mail@bkelec.co.uk

WEB: bkelec.co.uk

� DOMESTIC

� COMMERCIAL

� INDUSTRIAL

� TESTING

� INSPECTING

Electrical Contractors
Established 1970

B&K 1:Layout 1 20/8/09 13:22 Page 1

Lynda Shepherd
Wedding & Celebration Flowers

Modern - Traditional
Intimate - Extravagant

Decorations for Special Occasions
01580 879549

Frustrated by foot pain?

We can help

Find out more

www.activepodiatry.co.uk

Get in touch

T: 01580 211133

Advertising space in this publication is
sold	in	good	faith	and	the	publication	team	
can	take	no	responsibility	for	the	quality	of	

goods	or	services	offered.
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GOUDHURST NEWSAGENTS
01580 211232

National	Lottery	&	Paypoint,	DVD	&	Video	Hire,	Newspapers	&	Magazines	(delivery	service),	
Confectionery,	Ice	Cream	&	Soft	Drinks,	Cards	&	Wrapping,	

Selection	of	convenience	items	(incl.	Milk),	Gifts	&	Toys,	Maps	&	Bargain	Books	,	
Stationery,	Films	&	Batteries,	Tobacco,	Phone	Cards	&	electronic	top	up,	Stamps

Credit	&	Debit	Cards	accepted	(cashback	available	if	£5	spent)

COME UP AND SEE US SOMETIMEopen every day open every day

TRADE DIRECTORY
Additional	entries	or	modifications	to	
existing	entries	will	be	made	in	March,	
June	and	September	for	publication	in	
the	April,	July	and	October	issues	of	the	
Parish Magazine. Please contact Ursula 
Ellwood	for	information	on	layout

and cost. 
Email: ursula.ellwood@gmail.com 
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GGoouuddhhuurrsstt  LLeeggaall  LLttdd  
••WWiillllss    ••LLaassttiinngg  PPoowweerrss  ooff  AAttttoorrnneeyy    

••TTrruussttss    ••LLiivviinngg  WWiillllss  ••  PPrroobbaattee    

••IInnhheerriittaannccee  TTaaxx  MMiittiiggaattiioonn  ••PPrree--PPaaiidd  FFuunneerraall  PPllaannss  

••LLoonngg  TTeerrmm  CCaarree  AAsssseett  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  

LLiiffee  CChhaannggiinngg  MMoommeennttss    ssuucchh  aass    
MMaarrrriiaaggee,,  DDiivvoorrccee,,  RReettiirreemmeenntt,,  IInnhheerriittaannccee,,  BBiirrtthh  oorr  DDeeaatthh  ooff  aa  ffaammiillyy  mmeemmbbeerr,,  IInnccaappaacciittyy,,  eettcc..                                                                                            

iitt  iiss  vviittaall  ttoo  hhaavvee  tthhee  ccoorrrreecctt  lleeggaall  aaddvviiccee..    SSoo,,  ““IItt’’ss  bbeetttteerr  ttoo  bbee  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  tthhaann  ttoooo  llaattee..””  

WWee  ddoo  nnoott  cchhaarrggee  ffoorr  mmeeeettiinnggss  oorr  aaddvviiccee  

GGrraahhaamm  RR  BBeeaagglleess  ASWW Cert PFS                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

GGoouuddhhuurrsstt  LLeeggaall  TThhee  OOrraannggeerryy  TThhee  PPllaaiinn  GGoouuddhhuurrsstt  KKeenntt  TTNN1177  11AADD  

TTeell  ::  0011558800  221111333300    

info@goudhurstlegal.co.uk           www.goudhurstlegal.co.uk  

 

 Burfields House Wealth Management Ltd  
Principal Partner Practice of St. James's Place Wealth Management 

Proud to be at the heart of the local community since 2002.  
 

Inheritance Tax & Estate planning   Investment Planning   ISAs  
Trusts*  Tax planning   School & University Fees   Later Life planning 

Pensions & Retirement planning 
 

The value of an investment with St. James’s Place will be directly linked to the performance of 
the funds you select and the value can therefore go down as well as up. You may get back less 
than you invested.  
 
The levels and bases of taxation, and reliefs from taxation, can change at any time and are  
generally dependent on individual circumstances. 
 
*Trusts are not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  

For further details or to arrange a no-obligation consultation with an adviser  
please call 01580 211 211 or contact us via our website www.burfieldshousewm.co.uk  

~ 
Burfields House Wealth Management Ltd is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place 
Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of 
advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the 
group’s website sjp.co.uk/products. The titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe 
St.James’s Place representatives.  
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P A I N T    W A L L P A P E R    D E C O R A T E  

 
 

A N D E R S O N  D E C O R A T I N G  
&  M A I N T E N A N C E  C O .  L T D .  

 
High Quality Internal & External Work  

 
 
 

Please call 07976 971633 or 01892 538222 
for advice and a quotation 

ELIZABETH DAVENPORT  FRY DO
REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Tel 01580 211880

Goudhurst Based

Friendly – Treatment & advice – Many years experience 
All age groups

LETTINGS AND SALES PROPERTY EXPERTS
Local Specialists with a Network of London & Regional Offices

FOR YOUR FREE MARKET APPRAISAL PLEASE CALL US

Lettings: 01580 720400         Sales: 01580 720000
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  Stott Pilates in Goudhurst 
New classes commencing-limited spaces 

available. Beginners, toning balls, fitness circle, 
pure Pilates and core condition Pilates 

Stott Pilates is the most medically aligned Pilates discipline. As a qualified nurse, 
radiographer and Stott Pilates instructor, I teach Stott Pilates to those who wish to 

improve their flexibility and posture.  
I specialise in Pilates for senior citizens, pre- and post-natal Pilates, and Pilates for 

rehabilitation, by modifying exercises to suit client’s needs.  
1-2-1 and small classes of 3-4 people available.  

Contact Mary-Thérèse RGN, BSc (Hons) RAD,  
Stott Pilates instructor 

07447426243 
Email: marythereseoconnell@gmail.com 

STOTT PILATES in GOUDHURST
Stott Pilates is the most medically aligned Pilates discipline. As a 
qualified nurse, radiographer and Stott Pilates instructor, I teach 

Stott Pilates to those who wish to improve their flexibility and 
posture. 

I specialise in Pilates for senior citizens, pre- and post-natal Pilates, and Pilates for 
rehabilitation, by modifying exercises to suit client’s needs. 1-2-1 and small classes 

of 3-4 people available. New classes start every 6 weeks. Gift Vouchers available. 
Contact Mary-Thérèse RGN, BSc (Hons) RAD, Stott Pilates instructor 07447 426 243 

email:marythereseoconnell@gmail.com

 

 

 

 

 

 
Web: allawayphysio.com                    Email: Info@allawayphysio.com 

A new clinic in Goudhurst 
 Caroline Allaway has 15 years of experience in Physiotherapy and the treatment of Sports Injuries. 

Bedgebury Rd, Goudhurst, TN17 2QS. 

Tel: 07817076165 
 
 

 

 

 

Perfumes,	Skin	Care,	Dr	Hauschka,
Bronnley, Dead Sea, Smoking Cessation,

Medicine Usage Review

Tel:	01580	211245																			Fax:	01580	212283
email: thepharmacy.goudhurst@intrapharm.com

J.S. BainsThe Pharmacy
Goudhurst

WASP Xtermination
www.waspx.co.uk

Wasp & Hornet Control
Call Len Reader - 01580 753084

07842 807668
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Back Pain, Sciatica, Injured or Aching Joints?    
Our caring and professional team is here to help 
 

As experienced osteopaths and spinal disc specialists, we know how difficult life can be 
when you’re in pain and your movement is restricted.  It can be very debilitating when 
you can’t sleep, work or enjoy time with your friends and family because of agonising 
back or neck pain, a shoulder injury, an aching hip, or a ‘dodgy’ knee or ankle. 
 

It’s important that we get our patients better - for the long-term. That means listening to 
you and getting to the root of your problem, not just treating your symptoms. 
 

 Why choose Wealden Osteopaths & Spine Centre? 

✓ Safe, gentle and effective treatments 
✓ Sciatica and ‘slipped’ disc specialists 
✓ Caring and trusted expert team 
✓ Male and female practitioners available 
✓ Established in Goudhurst for 10 years 

 

Our IDD Therapy Programme is here to help you out of pain and back to your 
normal routine – for the long term. The safe and gentle treatments target the root of 
your bulging, prolapsed, herniated or ‘slipped’ disc so that symptoms don’t return.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 

 
 

Call now on 01580 212833 or email enquiries@wealdenosteopaths.co.uk for 
a FREE 15 min phone consultation with one of our friendly expert team. 
 

✓ Approved IDD Therapy Disc Clinic 
✓ Peaceful location in Ranters Lane 
✓ Flexible appointment times 
✓ Ample FREE parking                               wealdenosteopaths.co.uk 

“Every day was a battle with agonising sciatica… but now 
I’m pain-free and enjoying life again after IDD Therapy.”   

Sarah Gower’s back pain and sciatica put her life on hold. It was 
so severe, she was considering surgery. She explains: 
 

“I knew it would be a few months before I saw a consultant, but honestly, I 
really wasn’t comfortable with the idea of spinal injections or surgery; I’d 
read about the risks and recovery periods and it was a big worry for me. 
 

I’d seen some local magazine articles about patients who had recovered 
well at Wealden Osteopaths & Spine Centre. The Clinic Director James 
Pickering arranged for me to have an MRI scan straight away; he suspected 
I had some disc damage - a possible reason for my relentless sciatica.  
James was confident that IDD Therapy could help me; he reassured me that 
it would treat the root of my problem so that my sciatica wouldn’t return. 
 

 I still can’t quite believe I’m back swimming, going to the gym and sleeping 
through the night at last. IDD Therapy has been a godsend, and James’s 
team has been wonderful throughout.” 

 

 
 

   The Wealden team is changing the 
lives of pain sufferers with IDD Therapy 

 

After IDD Therapy, Sarah enjoyed 
a pain-free holiday in  Jersey 
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  Fully qualified & very experienced Pilates Foundation Instructor 
Pre & Post Natal, Pregnancy, Rehabilitation & Breast Cancer Exercise Specialist 

12 years teaching in the leading London Pilates Studios 
Goudhurst Parish Hall Thursdays 9:15 am – Booking essential 

Classes also in Hawkhurst & Hurst Green 
Contact Sarah on 07958 490 525  

wealdenpilates@gmail.com 
Private lessons & fully equipped 

 Reformer Studio available 
 

 

 

 
       Aga/Rayburn Approved 
     Oil & Gas Boilers Serviced 
£100 off New Boiler Installations or  
  £15 off a service with this advert 
              CALL: 01424 754247 
    Email: info@sjfeistandco.co.uk 
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<=JOL1qhL1rsb. Villa3e pre-school 
Have tt.H1 with the happ9 apples� 
www.goud hu rstvi I la gep reschool.co.u k 

Enquiries: Manager: Jo Galloway) joannegvp@gmail.com Tel: 01580 212777 / 07483 262753
Chair of Trustees: Jayne Russell:  jaynegvp@gmail.com Tel: 07766 553728 

                        

             

 
Reiki in Goudhurst. 

Reiki means universal life energy in 
Japanese. Reiki is hands on healing and 
Reiki practitioners believe that our 
energy fields affect our physical and 
spiritual health. A Reiki practitioner 
aims to change and balance the energy 
fields (chakras) in and around your body 
to help on a physical, psychological, 
emotional and spiritual level. Reiki helps 
you sleep better, relieves stress and 
improves general wellbeing.  

Please contact 
 Mary-Therese 07447426243  

BSc(Hons)RAD, RGN 
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01580 714259

Please	note	that	some	of	our	
advertisers may not be able 
to	offer	their	services	at	the	
moment.	Other	may	have	

different	arrangements.	Don't	
forget	to	check	with	them	if	
you need them. Please keep 

them all in your minds as their 
businesses may be under great 
pressure. We may well need 
them once things begin to 
get	back	to	normal	after	an	
extended	period	without	the	
regular	maintenance	of	our	
homes	and	equipment	


