
Pass/No Credit guidelines and FAQs for Spring 2020 

This temporary grading policy provides you with the ability to protect your academic record from 
negative effects that may result from the unusually challenging conditions you are experiencing this 
spring.  

After spring semester ends, undergraduate students may convert any of their course grades from the 
spring 2020 semester from a letter grade to pass or no credit. Grades from Session I that are already 
completed are not eligible for Pass or no credit petition. A pass (P) grade is A through D-. Passing grades 
would be allowed to fulfill degree requirements. A no credit (NC) grade is an F. A failing and no credit 
grade would not fulfill requirements and would not be awarded credit. Neither passing grades nor no 
credit grades would impact the overall GPA. The Petition Form must be submitted after final grades are 
posted. 

Here are a few important considerations to be aware of as you reflect on whether to pursue this option 
at the end of the semester: 

• Switching courses to Pass (P) or No credit (NC) may not be in all student’s best interest. Students 
should consult their academic advisor as part of making an informed decision.  

o Graduate schools, employers, veteran benefits or certifications may require letter 
grades for particular courses. 

• The decision to switch to a P/NC option is irreversible. A student cannot opt back into an A-F 
letter grade after the P or NC option is selected. 

• The pass and no credit option will have no impact on your existing GPA. 
• Letter grades (A-F) that are not converted will continue to function as usual in your GPA 

calculation. 
• Dean’s and President’s List requirements remain unchanged.  
• A grade of F (failing) is recorded normally and computed into a student’s GPA. 
• Students currently on probation hoping to improve their GPA should note that Pass and No 

credit grades do not count positively or negatively toward GPA. Students should consult with 
Financial Aid to ensure you are making a good choice regarding Satisfactory Academic Progress 
(SAP). 

• These guidelines do not apply to consortium courses from other institutions. 
 

FAQs 

Is this an automatic change? 

No. You must complete a grade change petition form for each course. A link to the form 
will be active on Wednesday, May 13. 

Is there a limit to the number of courses I can take Pass or No Credit this 
semester? 

There is no limit on the number of Spring 2020 courses/credits allowed to be taken Pass 
or No credit. 



What happens to my GPA if I elect to take all of my courses Pass or No credit? 

If you opt for pass or no credit in all of your courses, your cumulative GPA will remain 
the same as it was at the end of the last session or semester you completed. If you fail 
one or more courses and do not petition for the No Credit option, the F grades will 
calculate into your cumulative GPA.  

I’m on Academic Probation and need to earn a certain GPA to continue at 
Northwood University. Will taking my courses Pass or No credit help or hinder my 
progress?  

Traditional students should consult Dr. McGregor and ADP students should consult their 
PCM to help make an informed decision. 

Will taking some or all of my classes Pass or No credit affect my eligibility for 
Financial Aid? 

No, however selecting a Pass or No credit option could have an impact on your 
Satisfactory Academic Progress. You should consult Financial Aid before selecting this 
option. 

What is the deadline to decide whether to take my course P or No credit? 

The deadline is May 20. 

Can I change my mind about taking my classes P or No credit? 

You should not complete the form indicating your preferences until you are sure of what 
you want to do. You have until May 20 to make this decision.  

Should I switch to P or no credit if I did well in a class? 

If you did well in a class, you would be best served by having that grade appear on your 
transcript and averaged into your cumulative GPA. Please reach out to your academic 
advisor/Program Center Manager to discuss, if needed. 

Can I change to P or No credit for a completed first spring session class? 

No. A posted grade cannot be changed. This expanded access to P and no credit is 
meant as a time-limited option that recognizes the new challenges that have emerged 
since the move to full online instruction. 

Can I still graduate with Honors if I choose P or No credit? 

As long as your cumulative GPA stays at 3.5 or above the Latin honors distinction will 
stand. 

Can I petition to change to P or No credit for hybrid or online courses? 

Yes, you can petition for courses offered in all modalities. 

Will a grade of P or No credit impact my immigration status? 



SEVIS requires international students to be at full-time status (12 credits). Requesting 
courses to be no credit may impact your immigration status. Please consult with Dr. 
Reeves. 

Are Pass/No Credit grades available to graduate students? 

No, this grading option applies to undergraduate courses only. 

Will all petitions be granted? 

No. Petitions will be reviewed and granted, if appropriate. For example, low grades 
earned as a result of academic integrity violations will be subject to more scrutiny. (And 
F grades resulting from integrity violations will not be eligible for "no credit.") 


