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PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL AND MUSEUM COMMISSION
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Function (Items 7-8; see Instructions, pages 4-6) 

Historic Function Subcategory Particular Type

Domestic Single Dwelling      

Commerce/Trade Specialty Store      

Industry/Processing/Extraction Manufacturing Facility      

Transportation Rail Related      

               

Current Function Subcategory Particular Type

Domestic Single Dwelling      

Commerce/Trade Specialty Store      

Industry/Processing/Extraction Manufacturing Facility      

Transportation Rail Related      

               

Architectural/Property Information (Items 9-14; see Instructions, pages 6-7)

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION

Late Victorian Italianate

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements Bungalow/Craftsman

Late 19th and Early 20th Century Revivals Classical Revival

EXTERIOR MATERIALS and STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 

Foundation  Stone, unspecified Concrete

Walls  Brick Vinyl

Roof  Asphalt      

Other            

Structural System  Wood - General Masonry

WIDTH        (feet) or       (# bays) DEPTH        (feet) or       (# rooms) STORIES/HEIGHT        

Name, Location and Ownership (Items 1-6; see Instructions, page 4)

HISTORIC NAME  Corry Historic District

CURRENT/COMMON NAME       

STREET ADDRESS  See attached figure for district boundary. ZIP   16407

LOCATION  Southeastern portion of Erie County on the border of Wayne Township (to the north) and Concord Township (to the south) 

MUNICIPALITY  City of Corry COUNTY  Erie 

TAX PARCEL #/YEAR       USGS QUAD  Corry
OWNERSHIP  Private

 Public/Local    Public/County    Public/State    Public/Federal

OWNER NAME/ADDRESS       
CATEGORY OF PROPERTY   Building     Site     Structure     Object    District 
TOTAL NUMBER OF RESOURCES  272 
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Property Features (Items 15-17; see Instructions, pages 7-8)

Setting  Downtown business district; City/town neighborhood
Ancillary Features

Sidewalks Brick paved streets      

               

               

Acreage  82.6  (round to nearest tenth)  

Historical Information (Items 18-21; see Instructions, page 8)

Year Construction Began  1861   Circa Year Completed         Circa

Date of Major Additions, Alterations  1880   Circa 1900   Circa 1970   Circa

Basis for Dating    Documentary   Physical

Explain  Background research and field inspection informed the dates of construction, alterations, and additions.

Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation(s)  N/A

Associated Individual(s)  N/A

Associated Event(s)  N/A

Architect(s)  A.P. Mount

Builder(s)  N/A

Submission Information (Items 22-23; see Instructions, page 8)

Previous Survey/Determinations  The Corry Historic District was previously recorded as Key Number 095695 and determined to 

be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 1988. The previous Historic Resource Survey Form 

(HRSF) did not include an inventory of resources within the district. This addendum HRSF is being completed on behalf of the non-

profit Impact Corry through the Keystone Grant Program and includes a complete historic structures inventory.     
Threats   None  Neglect  Public Development  Private Development   Other 

Explain       
This submission is related to a  non-profit grant application   business tax incentive  

 NHPA/PA History Code Project Review  other

Preparer Information (Items 24-30; see Instructions, page 9)

Name & Title  Elizabeth Williams and Laura Ricketts, Architectural Historians

Date Prepared  January 15, 2019 Project Name  Impact Corry Historic Structures Inventory

Organization/Company  Markosky Engineering 

Mailing Address  3689 Route 711, Ligonier, PA 15658

Phone  724-238-4138 Email  ewilliams@markosky.com
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National Register Evaluation (Item 31; see Instructions, page 9)
(To be completed by Survey Director, Agency Consultant, or for Project Reviews ONLY.) 

 Not Eligible  (due to  lack of significance and/or  lack of integrity)

 Eligible Area(s) of Significance  A

Criteria Considerations       Period of Significance  1861 - 1961

 Contributes to Potential or Eligible District District Name       

Bibliography (Item 32; cite major references consulted. Attach additional page if needed. See Instructions, page 9.)

Attached.

Additional Information
The following must be submitted with form. Check the appropriate box as each piece is completed and attach to form with paperclip.

  Narrative Sheets—Description/Integrity and History/Significance (See Instructions, pages 13-14)

  Current Photos (See Instructions, page 10)

  Photo List (See Instructions, page 11)

  Site Map (sketch site map on 8.5x11 page; include North arrow, approximate scale; label all 

resources, street names, and geographic features; show exterior photo locations; See Instructions, page 11)

  Floor Plan (sketch main building plans on 8.5x11 page; include North arrow, scale bar or length/width 

dimensions; label rooms; show interior photo locations; See Instructions, page 11)

  USGS Map (submit original, photocopy, or download from TopoZone.com; See Instructions, page 12)

Send Completed Form and Additional Information to:
National Register Program
Bureau for Historic Preservation/PHMC
Keystone Bldg., 2nd Floor
400 North St.
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093



03/08 PA Historic Resource Survey Form      4

Key # 095695 (Addendum)

ER#
Photo List (Item 33)
See pages 10-11 of the Instructions for more information regarding photos and the photo list. In addition to this photo list, create a 
photo key for the site plan and floor plans by placing the photo number in the location the photographer was standing on the 
appropriate plan. Place a small arrow next to the photo number indicating the direction the camera was pointed. Label individual 
photos on the reverse side or provide a caption underneath digital photos. 

Photographer name  Elizabeth Williams and Laura Ricketts

Date  May 2018

Location Negatives/Electronic Images Stored Markosky Engineering, Ligonier, PA

Photo # Photo Subject/Description Camera 
Facing

  1   The former Atlantic and Great Western Railway (COR-157) and the Sunbury and Erie Railroad 
(COR-158) crossing at a junction immediately east of the historic district

  SE

  2   Italianate commercial buildings on the west side of North Center Street (COR-150 to COR-155)   SW
  3   Corry Municipal Building (COR-215) from 1919 by A.P. Mount   SE
  4   Corry US Post Office (COR-214) from 1915 by Oscar Wenderoth   NW
  5   City Park (COR-112) with Civil War Monument   NE
  6   Houses (COR 033 and COR-034) on West Park Place   SE
  7   American Foursquare house (COR-099) on Park Street   NW
  8   Italianate style house (COR-235) on West Pleasant Street   NW
  9   Early sections of the Associated Spring complex (COR-247) from 1906 and 1910 by A.P. Mount   NW
  10   Corry Contract Inc. (COR-156) north of the railroad tracks   NW
  11   Center Place (COR-079) assisted living complex non-contributing resource   NE
  12   Erie County Housing Authority (COR-225) non-contributing resource   NE
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Site Plan (Item 34)
See page 11 of the Instructions for more information regarding the site plan. Create a sketch of the property, showing the footprint 
of all buildings, structures, landscape features, streets, etc. Label all resources and streets. Include a North arrow and a scale bar 
(note if scale is approximate). This sheet may be used to sketch a plan or another map/plan may be substituted.   
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Floor Plan (Item 35)
See page 11 of the Instructions for more information regarding the floor plan. Provide a floor plan for the primary buildings, showing 
all additions. Label rooms and note important features. Note the date of additions. Include a North arrow and a scale bar (note if 
scale is approximate) or indicate width/depth dimensions. This sheet may be used to sketch a floor plan or another map/plan may 
be substituted.   
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Provide a current description of the overall setting, landscape, and 
resources of the property. See page 13 of the Instructions for detailed directions. Continue on additional sheets as needed. 
Suggested outline for organizing this section:

 Introduction [summarize the property, stating type(s) of resource(s) and function(s)]
 Setting [describe geographic location, streetscapes, natural/man-made landscape features, signage, etc.]
 Exterior materials, style, and features [describe the exterior of main buildings/resources]
 Interior materials, style, and features [describe the interior of main buildings/resources]
 Outbuildings/Landscape [describe briefly additional outbuildings/landscape features found on property, substitute

Building Complex Form if preferred; See Instructions, page 18]
 Boundaries [explain how/why boundaries chosen, such as historic legal parcel, visual natural features such as tree lines, 

alley separating modern construction, etc.]
 Integrity [summarize changes to the property and assess how the changes impact its ability to convey significance

(Text entered directly into form fields will not permit formatting adjustments, such as spell checking or italicizing. 
Instead, you may wish to cut-and-paste text from another document into the field below; “unprotect” the document for 
this section, or prepare the “Physical Description and Integrity” narrative as a separate document.)

In 1988, the 60.9-acre Corry Historic District (key number 095695) was identified and determined to be 
eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The eligibility documentation 
included the two-page Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form (older version), maps, 18 photographs, 
and a concurrence letter from the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) (French 
1988).  It did not include an inventory or developed physical description, integrity, historic context, or 
significance discussions.  During an Erie County-wide survey of historic structures conducted for 
Preservation Erie in 2014, it was suggested that the historic district boundary may be inaccurate and that a 
larger area should be considered.  Representatives from PHMC field viewed the area and recommended re-
evaluating the district and considering a bigger study area to determine a better boundary.  Impact Corry 
secured a Keystone Grant and matching monies to fund this addendum re-evaluation of the Corry Historic 
District, including a revised boundary, a detailed inventory, and full discussion of all of the components of 
the district’s eligibility.   

The Corry Armory (key number 096434), a Pennsylvania Army National Guard facility located at 205 East 
Washington Street within the revised Corry Historic District boundary, was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1991 (Burke and Wilson 1990).

Physical Description

The City of Corry covers an area of approximately 6.1 square miles in the southeastern corner of Erie 
County, Pennsylvania.  The city includes a valley that runs roughly east-west, where two railroads met at a 
junction in 1861, and it is surrounded by hills.  Corry includes both relatively flat land and steeper slopes 
within its city limits.  State Route (SR) 0006, a historic highway, crosses the northern section of the city 
limits and provides links to cities and towns across northern Pennsylvania and beyond.  Within the greater 
city limits, the Corry Historic District includes the historic center of the town with an area of approximately 
82.6 acres.  

The major organizing elements in the layout of Corry are provided by the two extant railroads and the 
primary city roads that were laid out in response to pressures for rapid development caused by the presence 
of the railroads and the potential for industry and manufacturing they promised.  The railroads, which 
occupy property identified as COR-157 and COR-158 within the historic structures survey, divide the 
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historic district into a northern section and a southern section.  The railroad junction, which along with the 
near simultaneous discovery of oil near Titusville some 25 miles south of Corry, provided the initial impetus 
for the creation of a community here, is located at the district’s eastern boundary, and though the earliest 
rail-related buildings have been removed, the ca. 1930 brick freight depot (COR-165) and the ca. 1952 brick 
passenger station (COR-166) remain (Photograph 1).

Main Street (SR 0077) runs east-west roughly parallel to the railroads on the south side of the historic 
district.  It and the perpendicular First Avenue were developed as the first commercial streets in Corry, 
though they were eventually eclipsed by the longer north-south Center Street (SR 0426), which maintains 
the greatest concentration of commercial buildings, serves as a spine at the center of the city grid, and 
connects the historic district with SR 0006 farther to the north. Center Street features several blocks of 
Italianate commercial buildings from ca. 1880, which are characterized by three-story brick structures with 
regular arched fenestration, corbelled cornices, and generally somewhat altered storefronts.  The stores at 35 
to 47 North Center Street (COR-150 to COR-155), including the Cohen Block, are typical examples that 
retain integrity (Photograph 2).  

Center Street also is home to many of Corry’s civic institutions, including the former Carnegie library 
(COR-040), the Elks’ club (COR-071), the municipal building and fire department (COR-215), the post 
office (COR-214), and City Park (COR-112).  The first three buildings, and many others including the 
National Register-listed Corry Armory (COR-121), were designed by locally prominent architect A.P. 
Mount and date to the 1900s and 1910s (Photograph 3).  Mounts’ architecture inventively applied numerous 
revival styles and often used cream colored stone trim to set off dark brick in a restrained Classical Revival 
idiom.  In contrast, Corry’s Classical Revival post office at 103 South Center Street is fully unrestrained in a 
grand Beaux-Arts treatment of limestone exterior, colossal monolithic Ionic columns, and lavish marble 
interior (Photograph 4).  City Park, which is situated at the northern end of the historic district along North 
Center Street dates to the earliest layouts of the city.  It is a broad rectangular greenspace that covers 
approximately 3.2 acres with diagonal walkways, a covered bandstand, and a Civil War Memorial 
(Photograph 5).  Conceptually, the park speaks to the grand civic aspirations held by the city founders and 
provides another organizing element within the community layout.

Center Street provides the primary north-south throughway running through the heart of historic Corry.  To 
both the east and west of Center Street there is an irregular city grid that accommodates residential 
neighborhoods and manufacturing complexes.  Despite the presence of City Park and the formal axial 
quality of the broad Center and Main Streets, the rest of the street layout within the Corry Historic District 
seems better suited to the scale of a town than a city.  The streets off Center tend to be narrow and there are 
no larger north-south streets to provide auxiliary throughways.   

In the northern section of the historic district there are dense areas of residential development located behind 
the commercial corridor of North Center Street to the west and to the east; however, they differ somewhat in 
character.  To the west, houses are generally concentrated along West Smith Street, West Park Place, and 
Mott Street.  The structures on West Smith Street include many ca. 1890s frame Queen Anne houses that are 
interspersed with later bungalows and colonial revival houses.  The dwellings one street to the south on 
West Park Place are more densely sited and more simply articulated two-story frame workers houses, and
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on the narrow (one-way) brick Mott Street there is a broad mix of styles and eras represented with varying 
scales and setbacks that suggest little to no overall planning scheme (Photograph 6).  

To the east of North Center Street, City Park is lined to the north and east with grander residences in a mix 
of historical revival styles that typically date to the 1900s and 1910s.  Beyond the park, the houses on 
neighboring sections of Maple Avenue and Park Street tend to be more densely sited with a relatively 
uniform setback.  Brick and frame American Foursquares, late Queen Annes, and bungalows are the most 
prevalent house types (Photograph 7).   

In the southern section of the historic district, residential development is concentrated along West Church 
Street, Spring Street, and small sections of First and Second Avenues.  Late 19th century frame Queen Anne 
houses—both with high-style attributes and with more utilitarian treatment—are common in this area, as 
well as Italianate and Colonial Revival (Photograph 8).    

Among the surviving industrial complexes that are still located within the Corry Historic District are the 
Raymond Manufacturing Company (now Associated Spring) that includes two-story brick sections from the 
early 1900s designed by A.P. Mount, as well as later Art Deco and International Style additions and the 
Corry Metal Products Company (now Corry Contract, Inc.), which is sited along the railroads (Photographs 
9 and 10).  Other small factories and light industrial shops remain along East South and West Washington 
Streets.

Included within the historic district are some examples of non-historic infill that were constructed after the 
end of the period of significance in 1961.  They include the Center Place assisted living apartment complex 
(COR-079) on North Center Street, banks (COR-070 and COR-181), and office buildings (COR-069 and 
COR-225) (Photographs 11 and 12).  There are also a number of vacant lots within the historic district.  Lots 
that had been occupied by buildings during the period of significance are considered non-contributing 
resources because they represent losses to the historic district.

Integrity

The Corry Historic District retains integrity.  It maintains its historic location, and its setting remains that of 
a small city in northwestern Pennsylvania.  Its setting still features the streets, sidewalks, mature trees, and 
surrounding residential neighborhoods that have characterized it historically.  A majority of its buildings 
retain integrity of materials, design, and workmanship, and many of its most prominent buildings remain 
little altered.  The greatest impacts to the design, materials, and workmanship of the historic district 
generally occur in the frame dwellings that date from the late 19th or early 20th centuries, where it is not 
unusual to find replacement siding, windows, and roofs.  Other common alterations include the enclosure of 
porches or non-historic additions.  Manufacturing complexes are the other type of resource that generally 
exhibits multiple alterations and evolution over time.  The Corry Historic District retains integrity of feeling 
and association.  The historic district retains the feeling of a late 19th and early 20th century regional 
industrial center that is significant for transportation, industry, and community planning and development.  
The association among its constituent parts—infrastructure, greenspace, and commercial, institutional, 
industrial, and residential structures—remains strong.
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History and Significance (Item 39)
Provide an overview of the history of the property and its various resources. Do not substitute deeds, chapters from local history 
books, or newspaper articles. See page 14 of the Instructions for detailed directions. Continue on additional sheets as needed. 
Suggested outline for organizing this section: 

 History [Summarize the evolution of the property from origin to present]
 Significance [Explain why the property is important]
 Context and Comparisons [Describe briefly similar properties in the area, and explain how this property compares]

(Text entered directly into form fields will not permit formatting adjustments, such as spell checking or italicizing. 
Instead, you may wish to cut-and-paste text from another document into the field below; “unprotect” the document for 
this section, or prepare the “History and Significance” narrative as a separate document.)

History 

The City of Corry is located in the southeastern corner of Erie County on the border of Concord and Wayne 
Townships. Erie County was created by an act of the Pennsylvania General Assembly in 1800. During the 
early 19th century, Euro-American pioneer settlement in the area now associated with Corry was limited, 
and this remote corner of Erie County was sparsely inhabited with little in the way of improvements and 
development (PHMC 2017). An 1818 map of Erie County and Brokenstraw Township (from which 
Concord and Wayne Townships were later formed) illustrates the scarcity of established settlements in the 
area (Figure 1) (Melish-Whiteside 1818). An early road is illustrated traveling in an east-west direction 
through the northern portion of the township along with the course of Brokenstraw Creek. In 1821, 
Brokenstraw Township was renamed Concord Township. In 1826 the township was divided and the 
northern portion became Wayne Township (Reed 1925:447, 468).

Settlement within Concord and Wayne Townships proceeded slowly into the middle of the 19th century. 
Chase’s 1855 map of Erie County shows the area that would become the city of Corry (Figure 2) (Chase 
1855). The greater area had improved road networks by this time with the majority of dwellings confined to 
these roads. The early east-west road referenced in the 1818 map was extant and labeled as the Sugar Grove 
Road. At this time, no formal town or village had been established in the vicinity of Corry. The area that 
would become Corry consisted of an intersection of three early roads with scattered settlements in the 
vicinity (Chase 1855). Just six years later this swampy and remote corner of Erie County would be 
transformed into a bustling industrial and transportation hub by what was sometimes described as a 
“railroad accident” happening in conjunction with an oil boom (Miller 1909:568). 

After oil was discovered 25 miles south of Corry in Titusville, Crawford County in 1859, northwestern 
Pennsylvania was suddenly in need of viable transportation routes to reach markets in Pittsburgh and on the 
eastern seaboard. In 1861, the rights-of-way of the Atlantic and Great Western Railroad and the Sunbury 
and Erie Railroad intersected in a swampy and forested area on the border of Concord and Wayne 
Townships (Miller 1909:568). The agents of the Atlantic and Great Western Railroad named the junction for 
Hiram Cory, an early resident of the area who sold land from his farm to the railroad for the junction and 
right-of-way (Miller 1909:568). A small triangular ticket office was quickly constructed at the Corry 
junction, along with a few other rudimentary buildings. Corry was considered an ideal location for a railroad 
junction and town due to its proximity to Titusville and the newly discovered Pennsylvania oil fields (Miller 
1909:568).

The advantageous location of the newly constructed railroad junction did not go unnoticed by prospectors 
looking to capitalize on the oil boom in Pennsylvania. In the fall of 1861, Samuel Downer, a wealthy oil 
refiner from Boston, saw an opportunity to construct an oil refinery near Titusville (Hingham Public Library 
2015). Downer sent an agent from Boston named W.H.L. Smith to the Corry junction to find an appropriate 
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location for an oil refinery and town. Smith saw no better location than the area around the junction itself, 
and 50 acres of land was purchased from Hiram Cory. The land was cleared and laid out under the direction 
of Eugene Wright, also from Boston (Corry Chamber of Commerce 1909). A frame office building was 
constructed, as well as a post office, and a small refinery that Downer called Frenchman’s. 

In 1862, the Downer Oil Works was built west of the Corry junction along the railroad rights-of-way 
(outside of the boundary of the Corry Historic District). It was the largest and most sophisticated oil refinery 
in the region at the time, and its success spurred the construction of hotels, stores, dwellings, as well as other 
industrial factories near the junction around Main Street and Cross Street (modern day Maple Avenue). That 
same year a third railroad was constructed to Corry junction. The Oil Creek and Titusville Railroad was 
built from Titusville to Corry, providing direct access to the center of Pennsylvania’s oil region. The 
location of the railroads and newly constructed oil refinery together made the success of Corry inevitable 
(Miller 1909:569; Reed 1925:436-437). 

In 1863, just two years after the construction of the Atlantic and Great Western and the Sunbury and Erie 
Railroads, Corry was incorporated as a borough. As the town was situated on the border of Wayne and 
Concord Townships, equal land was taken from both townships. A photograph from 1864 shows the 
railroad junction with its triangular ticket office and other smalls buildings in the vicinity (Figure 3) (Corry 
Chamber of Commerce 1909). An 1865 map of the city of Corry reveals that the majority of growth in the 
town occurred south of the railroads (Figure 4) (Beers 1865). A commercial corridor was established along 
First Avenue with additional commercial buildings to the east along Main Street. The triangular ticket office 
at the junction of the Atlantic and Great Western and the Sunbury and Erie Railroads is illustrated on the 
map, along with the sprawling complex of the Downer Oil Works on the south side of Washington Street. 
City Park is visible in the northern limit of the city. The land for the park was donated to Corry by W.H.L. 
Smith (Miller 1909:573). Early residences were concentrated south of the railroad tracks, although a 
concentration of residences was also located north of the railroads near the intersection of West Wayne 
Street (modern day Mead Avenue) and Washington Street (outside of the historic district) (Beers 1865). 

Corry continued grow, and in 1866 it was chartered as a city. The rapid development predicated by the 
railroads and early industries required extensive clearing of the dense forest surrounding Corry. The tree 
clearing took place so quickly that often large stumps were left behind, thus giving Corry its nickname “The 
City of Stumps” (Reed 1925:438). W.H.L. Smith was elected the first mayor of Corry in 1866, and in 1867 
a fourth railroad was constructed through Corry, the Buffalo and Oil Creek Cross-Cut Railroad. By the end 
of the 1860s, the original 50 acres that comprised Corry had expanded to an area three miles long and two-
and-a-half miles wide (Miller 1909:570). Although Corry was often considered to be located outside of the 
oil region of northwestern Pennsylvania, it was a vitally important gateway to the region. All oil shipped 
from Titusville came through Corry, and the prosperity of the city correlated directly to the success of the 
oil region. The railroads of Corry were also opportunely located near lucrative coal regions of Pennsylvania 
and provided access in all directions with connections to larger cities in the east, such as New York and 
Philadelphia. These factors solidified Corry’s role as an important regional transportation hub (Corry 
Chamber of Commerce 1909; Reed 1925:438).  

An 1870 bird’s eye view of Corry illustrates the growth of the city whose population had jumped to 6,809 
residents, as well as its hilly and forested surroundings (Figure 5) (Ruger and Stoner 1870; Sanford 
1894:358). The city is shown surrounded by dense woods, and the illustration includes the infamous stumps 
(lower left corner). Significant development was still concentrated in the areas south of the railroads; 
however, expanded residential development had occurred to the north and west of the junction. Residences 
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also surrounded City Park, which had become a prime location for newly constructed homes in Corry 
(Miller 1909:573). A number of industrial facilities were located around the railroads and while commercial 
development was still primarily confined to First Avenue and Main Street, some commercial buildings were 
constructed along the north-south Center Street corridor (Ruger and Stoner 1870).      

In the early 1880s, the center of the Pennsylvania oil fields shifted to Bradford in McKean County to the 
east, and as a result the Downer Oil Works was partially shut down. However, with an early emphasis on 
industry, the trajectory of Corry’s manufacturing followed with an array of diverse industrial manufacturing 
ventures. Additionally, the location of the railroads was still an advantage for these other industries, and the 
city continued to prosper (Miller 1909:571). Among the industries located in Corry during this period was 
the Climax Manufacturing Company which manufactured the Climax locomotive. The company was 
founded in 1868 as a manufacturer of agricultural machinery and tools but shifted its emphasis to the 
manufacture of locomotives for the lumbering industry in 1882 (Miller 1909:578). The altered Climax 
Manufacturing Company complex is located outside of the boundary of the historic district along the north 
side of West Main Street. The Ajax Iron Works was established in Corry in 1877 to specialize in the 
manufacture of steam drilling engines. The first building for the company was constructed on land 
purchased from Samuel Downer (Goodwill 2009). 

As Corry moved into the last decades of the 19th century, the industrial, commercial, and residential areas of 
the city were well established. The early commercial district spanned all of First Avenue and East and West 
Main Streets. However, an 1886 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map reveals a shift in the commercial corridor to 
North and South Centre (Center) Streets (Figure 6) (Sanborn Map & Publishing Company 1886). The 
commercial buildings along Center Street were constructed of brick, which was an improvement from the 
early frame store buildings that assigned more permanence to the structures. The buildings along North 
Center Street included multiple grocery and goods stores, restaurants, a hardware store, pharmacy, cigar 
shop, candy factory, and tailor, among other diverse businesses. First Avenue and West Main Street also 
included a wide array of businesses including multiple banks, grocery stores, butcher shops, hardware 
stores, tailors, clothing stores, and dry goods stores. Although the Downer Oil Works is indicated on the 
map, the complex was labeled as vacant. Additionally, the triangular ticket office built at the original 
junction in Corry was no longer extant. Frame dwellings radiated outward from the city center with the 
majority still confined to the south side of the railroad tracks along Church Street and Spring Street. Many 
of these dwellings had large setbacks from the road and were located within large lots. Some residential 
development continued to occur north of the railroad tracks on the east and west sides of North Center Street 
(Sanborn Map & Publishing Company 1886).

The 1886 Sanborn Map also reveals the changes to the ownership of the railroads within Corry. The 
Sunbury and Erie Railroad at this time was the Philadelphia and Erie Railroad, while the Atlantic and Great 
Western Railroad had become known as the New York, Pennsylvania, and Ohio Railroad. Outside of the 
historic district boundary, the Buffalo, New York, and Philadelphia Railroad traveled in a northeasterly-
southwesterly course on the east side of modern day Mead Avenue. A freight depot was located north of the 
intersection of Spring Street and Main Street while the passenger depot was located on the east side of the 
intersection of Center Street and Main Street (Sanborn Map & Publishing Company 1886). By 1904, the 
railroad networks in and around Corry were consolidated into the Pennsylvania Railroad and the Erie 
Railroad (Corry Journal 1970).    

An 1895 bird’s eye view of Corry further illustrates the industrial, commercial, and residential areas of 
Corry (Figure 7) (Fowler and Moyer 1895). The illustration shows the industrial complexes were still 
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situated around the railroad lines. Concentrations of commercial structures were still located along First 
Avenue and East and West Main Street; however, construction continued along the Center Street Corridor.

North Center Street in particular appeared to have a higher density of buildings compared to the 1886 
Sanborn Map. The increased density of residences is evident in the illustration with a number of dwellings 
built in the vicinity of City Park on the east side of North Center Street and in the area of Mott Street. 
Dwellings were also concentrated south of the railroads along Church Street (Fowler and Moyer 1895).

Corry reached the height of its industrial manufacturing capacity as it entered the 20th century. Between 
1890 and 1910 over a dozen manufacturing companies were incorporated in Corry with a wide range of 
products. Among the companies were the United States Radiator Company, McInnes Steel Company, the 
Corry Condensed Milk Company, the Corry Chair Company, the Nubone Corsett Company, the Corry Brick 
and Tile Company, and others. The Ajax Iron Works and Climax Manufacturing Company were also still 
important industries in Corry (Miller 1909:578-579). The Raymond Manufacturing Company was 
established in Corry in 1883 and came to prominence early in the 20th century (CAHS n.d. (a)). The 
Raymond Manufacturing Company began as a manufacturer of baby jumpers but transitioned to the 
manufacture of high grade mechanical springs for bicycles and later automobiles. In 1906, the company 
began construction on a large manufacturing facility at the northeast corner of South Center Street and East 
Church Street (COR-247). The building was designed by local architect A.P. Mount, who designed a 
number of the higher style civic buildings in Corry including the Municipal Building and Fire Department 
(COR-215), the Elks Lodge (COR-071), the Corry Evening Journal building (COR-213), the Corry Library 
(COR-040), the Corry Water Company building (COR-229), as well as multiple residences in Corry (Corry 
Evening Journal 1911). Mount also designed a later addition to the Raymond Manufacturing Company in 
1910 (CAHS (n.d. (a)). 

During the first decade of the 20th century, manufacturers in Corry were working at full capacity and the city 
was enjoying steady and substantial growth (Corry Evening Journal 1907). As a result, the commercial 
businesses in Corry were also thriving and new dwellings were constructed a fast pace. Two articles from 
the Corry Evening Journal from March and July 1914 indicate between 30 and 45 residences were under 
construction in Corry with construction anticipated to continue (Corry Evening Journal 1914a and 1914b). 
A 1915 Sanborn Map shows the commercial corridor of North Center Street and part of South Center Street 
(Figure 8) (Sanborn Map Company 1915). Immediately north of the railroad tracks on the east side of North 
Center Street, a collection of brick commercial structures had been constructed to complement existing 
structures on the west side. 

Traveling farther north along North Center, the east and west sides of the street were occupied by frame and 
brick commercial buildings. East and west of North Center Street along Park Street, Maple Avenue, and 
Mott Street, more frame dwellings were constructed. The areas of First Avenue and East and West Main 
Street (not pictured in Figure 7) maintained their commercial structures; however, development there had 
stagnated. The limestone post office, constructed between 1913 and 1915, is featured on the map at the 
southwest corner of West South Street and South Centre Street (COR-214). The grand Classical Revival 
post office was constructed in order to manage the high volume of products shipped from the Nubone 
Corset Company (WQLN-TV 2015). The map further emphasizes that the areas historically established as 
industrial, commercial, or residential remained so (Sanborn Map Company 1915).

As a result of the continued stamina of its industrial manufacturing companies, Corry was quickly faced 
with a housing shortage. Many of the manufacturers were operating 12 hours a day, and the demand for 
workers was high (Corry Evening Journal 1912). To address the need for adequate housing, a committee 
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was established by the Board of Commerce to approve builders and building plans in order to expedite 
construction. The housing boom continued into the 1920s, and improvements to North and South Center 
Street continued as well (Corry Evening Journal 1917). In addition to the housing boom, Corry was hosting 
a number of visitors who arrived by way of the passenger train and also by vehicle. As a result, the Corrian 
Hotel (COR-037) was constructed in 1925. However, the effects of the Great Depression reached Corry as 
passenger train service through the city was greatly reduced beginning in the 1930s (Corry Evening Journal 
1933). The industrial manufacturers in Corry were able to sustain themselves through mobilization efforts 
during World War II. Ajax Iron Works built steam engines while the Raymond Division of Associated 
Spring (formerly Raymond Manufacturing Company) built aeronautical springs which were shipped 
overseas (Corry Centennial Committee 1961:23; CAHS n.d.(a)). 

A 1929 USGS map of Corry illustrates the continued concentration of industrial structures around the 
railroad lines in the city (Figure 9) (USGS 1929). In addition to the railroads, US Route 6 was at this time 
the major east-west highway in northern Pennsylvania. Route 426 was also a major throughway through 
Corry. Both roads illustrate a shifted emphasis towards automobiles and away from passenger railroads. 
Following the end of World War II, cuts to passenger service continued in Corry. However, in 1952 a new 
brick train depot was constructed by the Erie Railroad (COR-166) (Corry Evening Journal 1951). While 
passenger service was scaled down, there was still a need for adequate railroad related facilities to serve the 
industrial manufacturers operating in Corry. Ajax Iron Works and the Raymond Division of Associated 
Spring continued operations through the middle of the 20th century (Corry Centennial Committee 1961:24, 
33). Numerous other manufacturing operations continued within the city limits of Corry during the 1950s 
and 1960s including the Corry Division of Aero Flow Dynamic; Corry Brush Block; Corry Foam Products 
Company; Corry Instrument Company; Corry Jamestown, Inc.; McInnes Steel Company; Thomas Maple 
Products, Inc.; and Rogers Structural Steel Company (Corry Centennial Committee 1961:23).

All passenger train service in Corry was discontinued in 1970 (Corry Journal 1970). Urban renewal efforts 
in the 1970s and 1980s led to the demolition of significant sections of the First Avenue and Main Street 
commercial corridors. Demolition also occurred along South Center Street and parts of North Center Street. 
Cooper-Bessemer bought the Ajax Iron Works in 1963, although its operations remained in Corry until the 
plant was closed in 1982 (Goodwill 2009). The Raymond Division of Associated Spring, now referred to as 
Associated Spring, continues to operate within the expanded complex that includes the original 1902 and 
1910 plant buildings. Corry Contract, Inc. (COR-156), a sheet metal fabricator, occupies a factory that was 
once the Corry Metal Products Company (later the Corry Jamestown, Inc. plant) on the west side of Maple 
Avenue north of the extant rail lines in the historic district. 

A deep pride in the history and cultural heritage of Corry has continued to the present as evidenced by the 
nomination of, awarding of, and prominent display of six state historical markers from PHMC.  The markers 
highlight key themes in Corry’s history, including the Climax locomotive production, the Oil Creek 
Railroad that ran between Corry and the oil fields, and the scientific breakthroughs in the use of oil at the 
Downer Oil Works under the direction of chemist Joshua Merrill. 

The city of Corry continues to rely on industrial manufacturing within and outside the city limits. Center 
Street remains the primary commercial corridor within the historic district; however, some commercial 
businesses are still located along East and West Main Street. Only two historic-era commercial buildings are 
extant along what was the commercial corridor of First Avenue. Very little demolition of dwellings has 
occurred within the historic district, and residential areas are still concentrated around City Park in the 
northern area of the district and in the areas southwest of South Center Street in the southern portion.
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Significance     

The Corry Historic District is significant under Criterion A for its association with the history of 
transportation, industry, and community planning and development. The period of significance is defined as 
1861 through 1961 which encompasses the construction of the railroad junction around which the city grew 
up to the era of urban renewal when demolition began to occur within the commercial corridors. The city of 
Corry owes its existence to the “railroad accident” that occurred in 1861 with the crossing of the Atlantic 
and Great Western Railroad and the Sunbury and Erie Railroad and the discovery of oil near Titusville. 
Corry derives its growth and regional importance from this historic junction and proximity to the oil fields, 
which spurred the diverse array of manufacturing ventures within the city. The railroads also encouraged the 
expansion of the city in the vicinity of the railroad rights-of-way, which is still demonstrated by the 
alignment of the extant tracks, crossings, and train stations north of West Main Street (COR-165 and COR-
166). The railroads also encouraged development in the commercial corridor along Main Street and North 
Center Street. 

Corry’s association with industry was made possible solely by the presence of the railroads in the city. 
Together, the industrial processing and transportation corridors in Corry capitalized on the oil boom in 
Pennsylvania’s oil fields in the 1860s and 1870s and later the height of the lumbering industry in northern 
Pennsylvania. Corry became an important center for significant industrial manufacturing ventures both large 
and small. The Downer Oil Works, the Climax Manufacturing Company, Ajax Iron Works, and the 
Raymond Manufacturing Company were vitally important to the economy of Corry and the larger region 
from the late 19th century and into the 20th century. The complex of Associated Spring (formerly the 
Raymond Manufacturing Company) is extant within the historic district (COR-247). Additionally, historic-
era industrial buildings are repurposed or reused in modern factories, such as the facility of Corry Contract, 
Inc. (COR-156). 

Corry is also significant for its association with community planning and development that was propelled by 
the early railroads and industries. The rapid development was concentrated along the rail lines with 
residential development radiating from the early industrial complexes and commercial structures. This 
rapidity is evidenced in the dates of incorporation within Corry. In 1863, only two years after the 
construction of the Atlantic and Great Western Railroad and the Sunbury and Erie Railroad junction, Corry 
was incorporated as a borough due to the immediate need for organization brought on by the boom in 
construction and population. In 1866, Corry was chartered as a city. During Corry’s period of significance, 
the city saw three primary commercial corridors, beginning with First Avenue and East and West Main 
Streets in the 1860s through the 1880s. By the late 19th century and into the 20th century, the long north-
south spine of Center Avenue quickly supplanted the existing commercial districts and became the principal 
commercial center. The majority of the buildings in the Center Avenue corridor were constructed of brick, 
suggesting a greater permanence to the structures when compared to the early frame commercial structures 
along First Avenue and Main Street (many of which are no longer extant). A feature in the Corry Journal 
from 1992 demonstrates the changes and losses to the First Avenue commercial corridor (Figure 10) (Corry 
Journal 1992). By contrast, Figure 11 shows a juxtaposition of the well-preserved extant commercial 
structures along North Center Street in a ca. 1940 postcard and a photograph from May 2018 (Grape 2018). 

The residential areas of Corry are distinct and exhibit the effects of the immediate growth of the city. The 
combination of narrow and brick residential streets and the somewhat disconnected nature of the residential 
areas within the existing street grid demonstrates the rapidity of the development of the city. The residential 
areas in the northern and southern sections of the district also demonstrate differing development patterns. 
Along First Avenue, Second Avenue, West Church Street, and West Pleasant Street, the dwellings are set
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back from the street, often on small slopes, and are set within large lots with ample space between each 
dwelling. The majority of these residences were constructed early in the development of Corry between the 
1860s and into the 1890s. In the northern section of the district, however, the street grid is much more 
pronounced and dwellings were built close together with small setbacks and lot sizes. This is especially 
evident along Maple Avenue, the east side of Park Street, and the north and south sides of West Smith 
Street. The edges of City Park (COR-112), located in the northeastern corner of the historic district, were 
considered among the most favorable locations for housebuilding during the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.

A number of higher style commercial buildings were constructed within Corry during the late 19th and early 
20th century as the city reached its industrial height. These buildings include the post office (COR-214), the 
Corry Municipal Building and Fire Station (COR-215), the Corry Water Company building (COR-229), the 
Elks Lodge (COR-071), the Corry Library (COR-040), and the Corrian Hotel (COR-037). These buildings, 
in addition to the commercial structures built along North and South Center Street during the same time 
period, comprise the majority of the more substantial structures within the historic district. With the 
exception of the First Avenue corridor south of West Main Street, the district has seen little demolition and 
non-historic infill. Further, the historic district has a high concentration of buildings from the period of 
significance.

The Corry Historic District is not considered significant under Criterion B for its association with an 
important individual or group.  

There are a number of buildings within the Corry Historic District that demonstrate the architectural merit 
necessary to be considered significant under Criterion C for Architecture, including works by locally 
prominent architect A.P. Mount. However, when taken as a whole, the district lacks the architectural 
distinction and high level of integrity necessary to demonstrate NRHP significance for Architecture. In 
particular, many of the residential structures in the district have undergone alterations due to the 
replacement of siding and roofing materials, alterations to original window openings, non-historic additions, 
and/or the removal of historic-era ornamental details. 

The historic district was not evaluated under Criterion D for its potential to yield information important to 
the understanding of history or pre-history.  

Verbal Boundary Description

The Corry Historic District National Register Boundary is indicated on the attached mapping.  The verbal 
description of the boundary begins at a north-central position and proceeds clockwise around the district.  At 
the intersection of North Center Street and East Smith Street, the boundary follows the north edge of Smith 
Street to exclude the non-historic gas station and convenience store and then turns to the north to include the 
residential properties on the north side of the street from 25 to 109 East Smith Street.  The boundary then 
turns to the south and continues behind the properties on the east side of Maple Avenue.  At East 
Washington Street, the boundary turns to the southwest to follow Maple Avenue to East Main Street, where 
it turns to the west.  The boundary turns south to follow Mill Street for the depth on one city lot and then 
turns to the south behind 15 East South Street in order to exclude a vacant lot where historic buildings once 
stood.  The boundary continues to the east on East South Street and then turns, mid-block, just beyond a 
group of industrial buildings to follow the east edge of 102 East South Street south beyond East Pleasant 
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Street along east edge of the Associated Spring complex.  The boundary turns west at East Church Street 
and then south for the depth of one property (301 South Center Street) at South Center Street.  The boundary 
includes the dwellings on the south side of the street representing 12 to 26 West Church Street and then 
turns to the southwest along Myrtle Street.  The boundary then turns west along the southern edge of 320 
Spring Street and follows the rear tax parcel lines of the houses on the south side of West Church Street to 
Second Avenue.  At Second Avenue, the boundary turns to the north and follows the avenue to West 
Pleasant Street where it turns to the east and continues as far as First Avenue.  There it turns to the north 
until it crosses both sets of railroad tracks.  It turns to the east to exclude a substantially altered industrial 
complex and then turns north behind the commercial properties on the west side of North Center Street.  At 
West Washington Street, the boundary turns to the west to include 27 West Washington Street and then 
follows Mott Street to 121 Mott Street where it jogs west to include the dwellings on the west side of the 
street.  The boundary continues to the north to include the house at 103 West Park Place, but it excludes the 
neighboring non-historic apartment buildings to the west.  Running behind the modern apartments, the 
boundary crosses Grace Street to include 102 West Smith Street and then turns to the east to include the 
properties on the north side of West Smith Street as far as 17 West Smith Street.  Here, the boundary returns 
to West Smith Street in order to exclude the non-historic commercial structures in the northwest quadrant of 
the intersection with North Center Street. 

Boundary Justification

The determination of the NRHP boundary began with the survey of a slightly larger area that included the 
original 1988 historic district boundary as well as additional areas for possible expansion of the boundary 
that were suggested in consultation with representatives of the PHMC.  The boundary seeks to include 
representative areas of historic Corry which support the district’s significance in the areas of transportation, 
industry, and/or community planning and development.  Where it was possible to exclude areas of non-
historic infill, properties with compromised integrity, or vacant lots that represented the loss of historic 
structures, the boundary was drawn to cut those properties out.  In other areas, particularly the edges of the 
residential boundaries on the west and east sides of the district, consideration was given to the overall 
quality and integrity of the properties and whether similar types and eras were already well-represented 
within the boundary.  
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