




The world is a fascinating place. Over the last 50 years
we have had the honor and good fortune to build rich
relationships and partner with colleagues and clients in
the Northwest and over 40 countries around the globe.

Here’s to 50 years of captivating, challenging,
award-winning and just plain fun projects.



Campbell Yost Grube

BUILDING A UNIQUE PRACTICE GROWTH & CHANGE
64 70 80

“As in nature, the aesthetic qualities in architecture are derived from the way things work.”

CAMPBELL YOST GRUBE ARCHITECTS YOST GRUBE HALL ARCHITECTS



EVOLUTION & POSSIBILITY
90 2000

“Projects in the developing world have taught us to focus on the essential...”

“... to produce architecture of excellence in service to our clients and society.”

YGH ARCHITECTURE
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From the Northwest,
across the U.S. and to
the Sudan...It’s been
quite an adventure.”

“

Consider this: 50 years ago there 
were no computers. A GPS system 
was a well-worn map that folded 
nicely in your back pocket. The level 
of communication we take for granted 
today didn’t exist. That didn’t make it 
any less exciting to be a small, young 
architecture fi rm hungry to make a 
difference.

The fi rm’s focus on creative “problem 
seeking” led to signifi cant projects for 
the State of Oregon and the Oregon 
Board of Higher Education, as well as 
a national building program and work 
overseas.

 

-Joachim Grube

Building a Unique Practice



60 -70’s

YGH developed three major campus plans for Portland 
State University from 1970 to 1985. Completed 
projects included two ten-year master plans and a 
fi ve-year update. The plans focused on creating a 
unique, unifi ed urban character for the University, 
and building a fl exible campus “armature” adaptable 
to changing academic needs.

YGH’s master plan process included defi nition of long-
term growth needs, circulation, and infrastructure 
requirements. Urban design guidelines for future 
development were also completed with PSU 
administrators and staff. City and regulatory agencies 
were involved on an on-going basis, leading to approval 
of master plans and defi nition of a University Urban 
Renewal District. The district integrated campus 
and private sector development in a mixed-use zone 
adjacent the contiguous central campus.

In addition, YGH has completed ten building projects 
for the University since 1970, ranging from research 
laboratories to athletic facilities. The fi rm most 
recently completed the award-winning, LEED Gold 
certifi ed Academic & Student Recreation Center 
adjacent the central Urban Plaza.

 

Portland State University
Campus Master Plans



60 -70’s

The fi rm’s design of “multi-purpose” buildings 
for a single 18,000 SF Vancouver, Washington 
dealership to facilitate fi nancing led to a commission 
to design a nationwide building program for VW. 
Stressing an identifi able image while facilitating 
the complex Volkswagen building program in terms 
of time, economics, and control, YGH developed 
six prototypical dealerships and a highly modular 
system designed to accommodate variable dealership 
requirements on a national basis.

The fl exibility of the system allowed YGH to produce 
contract documents for any of the basic facilities 
within a short period modifying only mechanical, 
electrical, or structural requirements as required by 
various local agencies or local codes, in collaboration 
with local architects across the U.S.  Following 
completion of 65 projects nationally between 1965 
and 1969, the fi rm elected to sell its design rights to 
VW to focus on a growing practice.

 

Volkswagen of America
National Building Program



60 -70’s

The master plan and design for the unbuilt Sudan 
Administrative Academy was the fi rm’s fi rst major 
overseas commission and the basis for future 
projects in the Middle East and Africa. The Academy 
included a seminar, research and instruction center 
for the continued education of senior government 
offi cials and managers in the Sudan and neighboring 
Arab and African countries.  Major programs included 
management, administration, and development 
planning. The campus included teaching and 
general administrative buildings combined with 
library, dining, housing and recreational facilities.

The buildings were designed to utilize prevailing 
seasonal climate conditions of the seasons for 
energy effi cient, cross ventilation and daylighting. 
The design also incorporated local materials and 
utilized systems and construction practices refl ective 
of local capabilities.

 

Government of Sudan
Administrative Academy



60 -70’s

This project included the development of three 
research laboratory compounds in remote areas of 
the country and a 20,000 SF headquarters offi ce in 
Khartoum. All building types were adapted to modular, 
repetitive construction components for foundations 
and roof systems. Local brick construction was 
incorporated into the modular construction system.

The three research stations were designed for 
specialized research in animal husbandry, chemistry, 
agronomy and plant pathology, in collaboration with 
Washington State University Agriculture staff. Built 
with local materials and labor, each station included 
housing, laboratories, offi ces, community facilities 
and support buildings. All buildings are oriented for 
cross ventilation and feature shaded verandas.  The 
project was completed in association with G-Z Inc. 
and Karplen Consultants of Khartoum, Sudan.

USAID Sudan Agricultural
Research Stations



60 -70’s

Located on the Capitol Mall, EDOB is a four-story 
fl exible offi ce building with a data processing center 
and below ground parking. The building’s design 
responds to the internal distribution of functions 
with the State’s Data Processing Center, located at 
the building’s upper level due to stringent security 
requirements. The ground fl oor contains fl exible 
offi ces and lobby zones requiring maximum public 
accessibility. The middle levels two and three 
house fl exible administrative offi ces. Covered but 
naturally ventilated parking is located below the 
building, and a major entry plaza offers views down 
the mall to the Capitol.

State of Oregon
Employment Division Office Building



60 -70’s

The Reserve Training Center was designed to provide 
a full range of technical and vocational training for 
1,100 Naval Reservists. Organized as two separate 
structures linked by a glazed circulation core, the south 
side houses offi ces, classrooms and technical training 
facilities, while the north houses an armory, indoor 
fi ring range, and the major assembly hall.

Technical training facilities, including a 
communications center, combat information center, 
bridge simulator and damage control/engineer room, 
provide equipment to train personnel in simulated 
shipboard operations. Room locations simulate actual 
shipboard operating conditions and provide optimum 
training convenience. The facility received a number 
of design awards, including a National Design Award 
from the Department of Defense.
 

US Department of the Navy
Reserve Training Center



60 -70’s

The Mount Hood Meadows Ski Lodge was sited within 
an existing ski resort to connect to existing expanded 
facilities and ski lifts. YGH worked with the Army Corps 
of Engineers to minimize ecological impact of the resort 
facilities located on public land. The lodge included two 
restaurants, locker rooms, retail and rental facilities.

 

Mount Hood Meadows
Ski Lodge



60 -70’s

YGH’s Embarcadero design created a mixed-use 
bayfront community overlooking and surrounding a 
central marina. The project, developed in four phases 
over fi ve years, includes 200 units in multiple three-
fl oor condominium buildings. Sloping architectural 
forms soften the scale of the buildings and provide 
all units with two-story skylit living rooms, private 
sundecks and bay views.

A boardwalk connecting housing to the marina 
is fl anked by two-story buildings housing hotel 
reception and offi ce, facilities, a conference center, 
restaurant and retail uses including a market, gift 
shop and ship’s chandlery.

The project received local and national AIA Honor 
Awards and was featured in U.S., European and 
Japanese architectural publications.

Embarcadero
Hotel and Condominiums
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Teaming with national
experts and local colleagues
allowed us to do great work
from our single offi ce.”

“

We partnered with the best and the 
brightest engineers, contractors, 
developers and fellow architectural 
fi rms to make projects happen. 
Collaboration is the oldest trick in the 
book, but it works. Best of all, it’s fun.

Bringing everyone to the table early to 
question assumptions and standard 
solutions led to successful innovation 
on projects ranging from the US 
Bank Data Center and Portland 
Development Building to overseas 
headquarters complexes and USAID 
development projects.

-Roger Yost

Growth & Change



80 -90’s

Selected through a design-build competition, this 
143,000 SF project consolidated Washington 
County and City of Hillsboro offi ces from multiple 
locations into a single facility. Designed to create 
a unifi ed government center adjacent the historic 
county courthouse, the combined county-city project 
defi ned a new civic entry plaza on axis with the 
existing county offi ce building and courthouse.

The design provided two wings for county and city 
offi ces with a shared hearings chamber terminating 
the central entry axis. The plan included contiguous 
expansion as well as long term adjacent development 
with future parking structure development, and 
connection to light rail.

The complex houses city-county administration and 
public service offi ces, as well as a below grade data 
center, sewerage agency offi ces and a county health 
clinic. YGH was involved in initiation of a 1% for Art 
program and an extensive public outreach process 
leading to bond measure approval.

Washington County
Public Services Center



80 -90’s

Located near the center of downtown Khartoum, this 
project was the fi rst high-rise development in the 
city. The design developed three towers to provide 
the space needed for the Public Social Insurance 
Institution (PSII) offi ces in the central front tower, 
with rental offi ces and retail space located in the 
additional two towers.

The three towers are arranged to shade a central 
urban plaza with landscape and water features. The 
“frontal” PSII tower is raised, allowing the shaded 
plaza to extend to the main boulevard. Three blocks 
away from the Nile River, the construction of the two 
underground parking levels presented technical, but 
successfully resolved, challenges. The project was 
designed in collaboration with G-Z Inc. and Karplen 
Consultants of Khartoum.
 

Government of Sudan
Public Social Insurance Institution



80 -90’s

The total interior renovation and asbestos abatement 
of the 19 fl oor, 365,000 SF 200 Market Building 
was accomplished in six phases to maintain 
75% occupancy. Precise construction and move 
management planning by the Russell Development-
YGH-Hoffman Construction team allowed three-fl oor 
construction phases to proceed effi ciently while 
reducing double moves to 20% of existing tenants.

Renovation scope included full abatement, conversion 
to an effi cient fl oor-by-fl oor mechanical system, new 
plumbing risers, elevator upgrades and total interior 
reconstruction. The existing glazing was evaluated 
and retained while the fi rst and second entry levels 
were reconstructed to replace surface parking with a 
formal lobby, entry plaza and street-front retail shops.

The project received the BOMA 1993 National 
Award for Best Offi ce Renovation of the Year and was 
featured in the Wall Street Journal as a successful 
story for combining asbestos abatement with total 
building transformation.

Russell Development Company
200 Market Building Renovation



80 -90’s

YGH’s Mount Nevis project followed completion 
of a USAID tourism development study for the 
economically depressed island.

YGH’s design refl ects the tropical ambiance of 
the Caribbean. Located on the West Slope of the 
island, two-story pavilions are oriented towards 
the spectacular views of sister island St. Kitts. 
Verandas for each unit provide outdoor space and 
facilitate sun protection and cross ventilation. The 
project included a restaurant, swimming pool, 
recreation center and conference center as well as 
a beachfront restaurant pavilion.

Construction materials were selected for durability, 
low maintenance and hurricane resistance. As the 
fi rst new construction since 1975, the project has 
spurred other tourism development and continues 
to expand with recent additions designed by YGH in 
2011 and 2014.

Mount Nevis Resort
Hotel & Condominiums



80 -90’s

Initially selected to provide a program to meet 
Gresham’s space requirements through 2010, YGH 
went on to implement the fi rst phase of the master 
plan, which included a new city hall and repurposing 
of the 1975 City Hall building to house police, fi re 
and school district offi ces.

Public process and citizen input, facilitated by YGH 
and City staff, were instrumental in developing an 
appropriate response and a positive fi t with the 
community. The fi nished facility acts as a placemaker 
in the suburban city, incorporating public services, 
retail and conference space on the ground fl oor, with 
city administration on the upper fl oors. The project 
master plan expanded the scope to include a city 
hall-light rail transit plaza jointly funded by TriMet.

City of Gresham
City Hall



80 -90’s

The Gerding Edlen -YGH-Hoffman Construction 
team was selected through an innovative design-
build competition to build the City Development 
Center, the third downtown administration building 
constructed by the City of Portland over the last 
120 years. The 161,000 SF facility houses all 
City planning and engineering staff with centralized 
permitting and hearings centers.

The project incorporates sustainable design features 
as well as innovative “smart building” technologies 
and the fi rst use in the Western US of an access fl oor 
providing fl exible power, data and HVAC distribution 
to all open offi ce areas.

The building was constructed on top of an existing 
three-level, below-grade parking structure and 
a former telephone company data center. The 
developer donated the parking and data center to 
PSU as a “condominium” partner and YGH provided 
design services to utilize the center for PSU electrical 
engineer facilities.

City of Portland
1900 SW Fourth Avenue Building



80 -90’s

The 388,000 SF Columbia Data Center, the 
largest bank data center in the northwest, houses 
over 1,600 employees on a 43 acre site. The 
YGH team of experts evaluated comparable 
data centers nationally to defi ne innovative, cost 
effective strategies to maximize security, mitigate 
earthquake, storm, and other catastrophic event 
risk to operations, and provide back-up systems to 
ensure reliability. The building and data processing 
support systems were also planned to be highly 
fl exible to accomodate change in operations and 
growth without service interruption.

Energy effi ciency was maximized through building 
design and orientation to minimize heat gain 
coupled with effi cient energy exchange mechanical 
systems. High environmental standards were 
met by use of harmless refrigerants, stormwater 
treatment and use of recycled-recyclable materials.

The building includes a linear atrium lined with 
conference and interaction spaces and a large 
dining facility with an exterior terrace overlooking 
the Columbia River. The building received a number 
of community and design awards, but most notably 
was evaluated for effi ciency against a newer similar 
Minneapolis facility, following a change in bank 
ownership, which reversed a decision to move data 
processing operations out of state.
 

US Bancorp
Columbia Data Center



80 -90’s

YGH’s 2001 Master Plan, completed in collaboration 
with Gaborone’s FMA Architects, defi ned campus 
facility requirements and a framework plan to grow 
the University from 10,000 to 15,000 FTE students. 
YGH then provided programming services for over 
700,000 SF of new educational facilities funded 
in the 2001-2008 National Development Plan, 
and has provided services in partnership with FMA 
Architects for two campus facility projects.

The 2009-2016 and Beyond Master Plan defi ned 
the facility requirements and campus planning 
framework required to achieve the University’s 
Strategic Plan goals to grow to over 20,000 FTE 
students with an increased focus on graduate study 
and research. The master plan developed siting 
concepts for over 500,000 SF of new educational 
facilities and student housing designed to create 
a living/learning educational environment with a 
distinctly Botswanan identity. The plan also provided 
a framework for facility, open-space, landscape 
and sustainability design standards to guide the 
next increment of University growth, in support of 
Strategic Plan goals to become a leading center of 
educational excellence in Africa and the world.

University of Botswana
Master Plans

Expanding Connections

Existing Connections

L e g e n d

City Center

Campus



80 -90’s

The University Commons forms a 145,000 SF 
facility at the heart of the campus. It improves 
campus cohesion, providing a gathering place for the 
University community and bringing social activities, 
food/retail, and student services together. The 
building’s design encourages the intensity of use that 
marks successful university buildings by integrating 
campus circulation and functions. Massing elements 
are adopted which respect the traditional building 
scale and sloped roof forms found on campus. 
Inside, the building’s functions are clustered around 
a central, three-level, open space surrounded by food 
services, seminar rooms and study lounges.

The UI Commons received national attention for 
relocating an existing student center to the heart 
of the campus as a mixed-use facility joined to the 
campus’ largest general classroom building, adjacent 
the main library.

University of Idaho
Student Commons



80 -90’s

WSU’s Student Recreation Center marks the 
boundary between the urban campus and the rural 
surroundings. The 155,000 SF multi-use facility 
serves as a focal point for student activities and 
encourages student, faculty and staff interaction 
with a variety of active and passive spaces, 
including gymnasiums, fi tness areas, jogging 
track, game courts, lounge, natatorium and health 
education classrooms. 

The design makes extensive use of southern 
clerestories, light-refl ecting ceiling treatments, 
and exterior windows to maximize interior 
daylighting and ventilation. The building’s spatial 
relationships, detailing, energy effi ciency, and 
sustainable materials approach have been studied 
nationwide as the new recreation center typology.

Washington State University
Student Recreation Center



80 -90’s

The UP Chapel was one of seven church projects 
completed by YGH in collaboration with Pietro 
Belluschi as Design Architect from 1975 through the 
80’s. The challenge for the University of Portland’s 
Chapel was to design a multi-purpose building, 
sacred in character, that would function equally well 
as a student activities center.

Collaboration with artists for interior and exterior 
building elements was a critical part of the project’s 
design challenge - most notably work with sculptor 
Leroy Setziol to incorporate the majestic carved entry 
doors and porch columns.

A tight budget was balanced with all the requirements 
to design a building contemporary in technology, 
materials, form and expression, in harmony with the 
largely classical turn-of-the-century campus.

University of Portland
Campus Chapel



80 -90’s

YGH worked closely with Emanuel Hospital and 
the City of Portland to update the medical campus 
master plan to accommodate medical offi ce, hospital 
and parking facility expansions. YGH coordinated 
zoning, traffi c  and circulation approval issues with 
the hospital and regulatory agencies.

To implement the plan’s fi rst phases, YGH designed 
a 160,000 SF medical offi ce building, a 422-car 
parking structure, a diagnostic center connected 
below grade to the main hospital, and a skylit, glass-
fronted atrium connecting the new and renovated 
existing buildings.

Emanuel Hospital
Master Plan and Projects



80 -90’s

YGH completed three phases of work at the Portland 
Metropolitan Exposition Center. The fi rst project, 
Hall E, was completed in 1999 in record time 
with Hoffman Construction to bring the “America’s 
Smithsonian” exhibition to Portland. The project 
enabled Expo to host more sophisticated special 
events and started the process of upgrading the 
entire facility to world-class levels. The design of Hall 
E uses a system of 301-foot long barrel arch trusses 
to provide 131,000 SF of fl exible, column-free space. 
The project received an AIA Design Award.

Following the success of Hall E, YGH developed the 
master plan for a sixty-acre site to accommodate 
500,000 SF of events space. The plan proposed 
an outdoor events venue and link to light rail. 
Environmental studies were completed to restore and 
protect the adjacent wetlands and tie them to the 
facility with nature trails.

Hall D, completed in 2001, provides 72,000 SF of 
column-free exhibit space, as well as a commercial 
kitchen for expanded food service, meeting rooms 
and new administrative offi ces.

Metro Expo Commission
EXPO Center



80 -90’s

Initially undertaken as a pro-bono planning 
project, YGH worked with U.S. Bank and J.E. 
Dunn Construction to defi ne a program concept 
with SEI to solicit a no-cost city lease to build 
the SEI Center on half of a North Portland park 
overtaken by gang activity.

With a secured site, the fi rm developed a design 
for the project and assisted with a contractor in-
kind donation program to complete construction. 
The 58,000 SF facility provides academic, 
cultural and recreational opportunities for area 
youth to counter gang and drug involvement. The 
center includes classrooms, athletic facilities, 
a gymnasium, a library, media and computer 
space, kitchen and cafe. It also includes a 300 
seat auditorium, theater, studio, health clinic and 
child care areas.

Self Enhancement Inc.
Center for Self Enhancement
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Every project presents
unique opportunities...
Our diversity enriches
all of our work.”

“

With the new millennium came new 
buzzwords like “sustainability,” and 
“integrated design” was heralded 
as a new way to work. Funny thing 
was that YGH had been following 
the tenets of sustainable building 
practices for decades.

The fi rm continues to evolve as a 
learning organization with diverse 
projects ranging from corporate 
interiors to higher education and 
US Embassy Campuses, providing a 
foundation for the future.

-Nels Hall

Evolution & Possibility

+



2000’s

Located on the Capitol Mall in Salem, the North Mall 
Offi ce Building was the fi rst state building designed 
following Oregon Governor John Kitzhaber’s 2001 
mandate on sustainability. The design process 
benchmarked the cost and performance of three 
exemplary State offi ce buildings built over the last 
30 years and evaluated current sustainable design 
strategies to establish state-wide energy-effi ciency 
and environmental standards for future State 
construction.

The 116,000 SF building addresses both Summer 
and Winter Streets, with varying scales that respond to 
and engage the surrounding buildings and pedestrian 
traffi c. It is organized in three distinct zones that 
house the Water Bureau, Parks and Recreation 
and Oregon Housing and Community Services, and 
connected by a central atrium with natural lighting 
and ventilation. Underground parking provides space 
for 167 cars. The project was the fi rst State building 
to receive LEED Gold certifi cation.
  

State of Oregon
North Mall Office Building



2000’s

This Le Cordon Bleu-registered school is located on 
three fl oors of Portland’s historic downtown Galleria 
Building. The complex tenant improvements 
involved integrating structural renovations to the 
historic structure along with all utility connections 
to the teaching kitchens and more traditional 
classroom environments to serve an enrollment of 
1,000 students.

The ground fl oor included Cafe Bleu on the 10th 
Avenue facade of the building, and the anchor 
restaurant, Bleu, on the 9th Avenue side. A dozen 
teaching and demonstration kitchens are housed 
on the top (fi fth) fl oor of the building, with lecture 
rooms on the fl oor below. Completed under extreme 
schedule constraints, these complex teaching 
environments were opened in time for Fall classes, 
and are serving to enliven the historic structure and 
surrounding neighborhood district.

Western Culinary Institute
School, Restaurant & Cafe



2000’s

YGH completed the AUAf Master Plan in 
collaboration with Kabul-based Studio Zarnegar. 
The four-year English-language university 
received start-up funding from the Afghan 
government and the USAID and is the fi rst private 
higher education institution in the country. 

The University will be located on a prominent 
site adjacent the new Parliament and Historic 
Darulaman Palace. The program for the University 
includes phased development to accommodate 
up to 5,000 FTE on-campus resident students 
over the next twenty years. University programs 
and facilities will support accredited English 
Language Liberal Arts, Business, and Technology 
curricula for Afghan students. The fi rst phase 
includes housing for 500 students and 80 staff 
with academic, laboratory and support facilities 
including a resource center, student center and 
recreation center.

The master plan focuses on effi cient use of 
land and buildings and adheres to traditional 
Islamic architecture principles, reinterpreted in 
a contemporary vernacular to support maximum 
student and faculty interaction and learning. The 
design incorporates sustainable design features 
including natural ventilation, daylighting, and 
water conservation.

American University of Afghanistan
Master Plan



2000’s

Following visits and research of exemplary 
facilities across the country, YGH developed a 
program and generic site concept with State and 
Public Safety Training staff. The generic concept 
was then utilized to test fi t four alternative 
sites across the State. Following a selection 
process with state-wide input, YGH completed 
a defi nitive master plan and design for the 240 
acre, 10 building campus in Salem.

300,000 SF of building space were completed in 
the initial phase. An additional 150,000 SF will 
complete the master plan. Phase One includes 
student housing, dining facilities, classrooms, 
a student athletic center, forensic science lab, 
faculty offi ces and administrative space. In 
addition, a mix of outdoor training facilities 
include an emergency vehicular operations 
course, simulated training “villages,” and tactical 
training facilities.
 

State of Oregon
Public Safety Academy



2000’s

YGH was selected to design 27,700 SF of new 
offi ce space for the law fi rm. Located on the top 
fl oor of the Lovejoy Building in Portland’s Pearl 
District, the new space includes offi ces, meeting 
areas, and common use spaces that provide a 
backdrop for the fi rm’s extensive art collection.

The reception and circulation areas are unifi ed by 
a rich palette of natural materials and enlivened 
by breakout spaces with access to outdoor 
terraces and city views.

Ater Wynne LLC
Law Office



2000’s

YGH developed an Engineering Precinct Master 
Plan and designed the College of Engineering at 
Oregon State University to house the departments 
of Computer Science and Electrical and Computer 
Engineering. The facility is intended to help the 
College realize its goal of becoming a top engineering 
school by attracting renowned faculty and top 
students, as well as increasing research funding, 
strengthening industry partnerships, and providing 
an “incubation center” for new high-tech businesses.

The 153,000 SF building houses 320 graduate 
students and 140 faculty supported by classrooms, 
administration offi ces, software/hardware research 
labs, conference/meeting rooms and a multi-use 
atrium. The atrium includes food service and has 
become the social “heart” for all OSU engineering 
faculty and students. 

Based on sustainable design strategies incorporating 
daylighting, natural ventilation, water conservation, 
energy effi cient systems, and healthy, recycled/recylable 
materials, the project received the fi rst university lab 
building LEED Gold certifi cation in the U.S.

Oregon State University
Kelley Engineering Center



2000’s

Sited in Aytrau, Kazakhstan, this project selected 
sites and defi ned master plans for offi ce and 
housing facilities as well as initiated a World 
Bank fi nanced infrastructure project to spur 
urban redevelopment. The project fronts on the 
city’s major boulevard crossing the Ural River 
and provides public meeting and training facilities 
adjacent the regional government center.

The TCO Headquarters Campus includes a state-
of-the-art offi ce building, medical clinic and 
site for future community recreation facilities. 
The eight story, 300,000 SF offi ce building 
provides 480 workstations for TCO employees, 
as well as a conference center, dining facilities, 
training center, multi-purpose theater, museum, 
and outdoor gardens for community use. Energy 
effi ciency and state-of-the-art technology are 
incorporated into the building with traditional 
Kazakh design motifs recalled in stone and 
wood fi nishes. The project was completed in 
association with Kazgor Design Academy of 
Almaty, Kazakhstan.

Tengizchevroil
Headquarters Office Campus



2000’s

The expansion and renovation to the University of 
Oregon School of Journalism and Communication 
(SOJC) created the opportunity to unify existing 
1920 and 1950 vintage buildings with new 
construction. YGH’s design developed a central 
atrium and looped corridor system to unify all 
facilities vertically and horizontally.

Flexible program areas are designed to various 
methods of teaching and learning, creating 
opportunities for formal and informal education. 
The “Digital Commons,” a programmatic 
centerpiece, was conceived as a fl exible studio-
type, news room environment to accommodate 
individual, small team and entire class-based 
learning. Varied, fl exible systems adapt to 
changing pedagogy and the constant evolution of 
the journalism and communication professions. 

The three-story atrium space connects the new 
to the old, establishing a much needed well-
defi ned main entry and social hub for the SOJC. 
Renovated areas include dedicated digital labs, 
faculty, and administrative offi ces and classrooms. 
Faculty offi ces are distributed through the 
building to improve collaboration and learning. 
Administrative offi ces are centralized to improve 
effi ciency and student access. Open offi ce spaces 
are located and confi gured to encourage cross-
discipline education and strengthen collaboration 
between faculty and students. The project was 
designed to LEED Gold standards in collaboration 
with TBG Architects as Architect of Record.

University of Oregon
Allen Hall Addition



2000’s

The 118,000 SF Dixon Recreation Center 
expansion and renovation included a three court 
gymnasium, an 11 lap-per-mile running track, 
six large multi-purpose rooms, an open weight 
room, one of the nation’s largest student climbing 
gyms, a wellness suite and administration areas.

Existing facilities including the 1960’s recreation 
center and 1980’s natatorium are linked together 
and tied to new facilities through development 
of a central, two level skylit pedestrian mall 
providing overlooks to all main activity areas and 
connection to a new three level main reception 
lobby. The new entrance lobby forms the social 
heart of the center with a juice bar, sitting areas, 
and access to the new entry plaza. The plaza is 
formed by the new additions and offers activity 
areas with views to the adjacent sports fi elds and 
distant mountains. 

YGH has continued to work with OSU Rec staff 
and students to design two alteration projects 
over the last 10 years and complete a concept 
master plan for a 100,000 SF expansion to serve 
the growing OSU campus.

 

Oregon State University
Dixon Recreation Center



2000’s

YGH designed this 213,000 SF, seven-
story headquarters building in a waterfront 
development district of Luanda, Angola. The 
narrow shape of the site resulted in an elongated 
building fl oor plate which follows the curve of the 
site. To assure a secure working environment, 
the building is designed with a blast resistant 
window wall system and a progressive collapse 
structural frame. Integrated with the window 
wall are highly effi cient aluminum sun screens 
shielding offi ces and open work stations from the 
low morning and afternoon sun exposure.

The building accommodates 750 work stations, 
IT and information centers, mail room, a multi-
purpose town hall, conference and board room, 
training and various support facilities. The 
project has full power generator back-up support 
and was completed in association with DAR al-
Handasah Engineers.

  

Cabinda Gulf Oil Co.
Headquarters Office Campus



2000’s

YGH completed a campus master plan and 
projects to increase student enrollment from 
2,500 to over 5,000 FTE students enrolled in 
2-year university transfer as well as vocational 
and technical programs. The master plan provided 
the basis for college real estate acquisition and 
phased development of four new facilities, plus 
renovation of three existing facilities to create a 
cohesive campus environment.

The planning and design process involved 
extensive interaction with campus user groups, 
neighborhood groups and regulatory agencies. 
New projects included an advanced technology 
and skills center with an auditorium, new science 
facilities and labs as well as a physical education 
center and emergency service/fi re science training 
center. The campus open space and landscape 
design provides a framework for continued 
expansion of academic and student support 
facilities with transitions to structured parking 
located at the campus perimeter. The campus 
plan and facility designs incorporate sustainable 
design features to provide extensive daylighting, 
natural ventilation, and energy effi ciency.
  

Portland Community College
Cascade Campus Projects



2000’s

With integrated daylighting and outside views, 
the new Behavioral and Social Sciences 
Building for Humboldt State University was the 
Best Overall Sustainable Design project for the 
entire UC/CSU System in 2005 and received 
a LEED Gold certifi cation. Awarded to YGH 
through a fi xed-cost / quality-based design-build 
competition, the academic building houses the 
departments of Behavioral & Social Sciences and 
Native American studies.  

A covered arcade between fi ve fl oor and one 
fl oor buildings creates an indoor-outdoor 
central social zone adjacent to a ground fl oor 
lobby lounge, Native American museum and 
cafe. Upper fl oors in the fi ve-fl oor classroom 
laboratory building feature two-story open 
lounges with interconnecting stairs to promote 
interdepartmental interaction. 

The single level building houses two tiered 
classrooms and the cafe. The main tiered 
conference / classroom space was designed 
to be jointly utilized as the meeting center for 
the Northern California Native American Tribal 
Federation. The building’s shaping, tiered 
seating, and use of local and stone wood relate to 
traditional Northern California Native American 
longhouse construction. 

Humboldt State University
Behavioral & Social Sciences Building



2000’s

Based on prior projects at the CCC Oregon City and 
Wilsonville campuses, YGH was selected by the 
college and their healthcare partners to evaluate 
multiple sites for a new campus in the Clackamas 
Town Center vicinity. Following selection of the 
Harmony site, the fi rm completed a master plan 
in collaboration with the county recreation center 
and Oregon Institute of Technology (OIT), leading 
to design of the 47,000 SF fi rst phase Center for 
Health Education.

The facility houses the College of Nursing, 
Professional Career Development programs, 
Student Services, ESL and the Dental program. 
The nursing lab was modeled after a typical 
hospital, with patient rooms located around a 
central nursing station. Identical six-bed labs are 
joined by a central storage area and simulation 
control room to accommodate curriculum 
requirements of each health care partner.  
Modular planning allows labs, classrooms and 
offi ces to be interchangeable, and a fl ex lab was 
developed to serve the multiple needs of various 
programs. The project was designed to LEED 
Silver standards.

Clackamas Community College
Center for Health Education



2000’s

The new 15,000 SF Culinary Instructional 
Building for Central Oregon Community College 
refl ects the College’s partnership with the region’s 
leading dining establishments and their staff. 
Kitchen and dining labs have been designed to 
be multi-purpose, providing both academic and 
community use during a typical college day. 
Located on the fringe of campus, the Culinary 
Instructional Building is the anchor tenant for 
a mixed-use public-private development on 
college property. The project was certifi ed Earth 
Advantage Gold in association with Pinnacle 
Architecture.
 

Central Oregon Community College
Jungers Culinary Center



2000’s

The GSA selected the JE Dunn / YGH Design-
Build team under the Design Excellence 
program for the San Luis II Land Port of Entry 
project in San Luis, AZ. Master planned as a 
full-service border crossing, this initial phase 
serves commercial and limited pedestrian traffi c. 
The 80-acre site ties into a similar use on the 
Mexican side and to an Arizona Department of 
Transportation inspection facility prior to entry to 
US highways. 

The $28M phase I project provides facilities for the 
GSA, CBP, FDA, USDA and Homeland Security. 
The architectural vocabulary is consistent 
among buildings, evoking a regional character 
and history.  The overall site plan, organized 
to facilitate wayfi nding and future expansion, 
provides a central, shaded axial pathway 
connecting all major facilities. The project is the 
fi rst LEED Gold certifi ed project for GSA’s Region 9. 

U.S. General Services Administration
San Luis II Land Port of Entry



2000’s

YGH developed a science precinct master plan and 
design for the new facility to support the college’s 
science and health programs in partnership with 
community healthcare providers. The two-story, 
67,000 SF building is home to the physical and 
natural science programs, as well as nursing, 
dental and allied health.

A distance learning suite of four classrooms 
provides connectivity to Skagit Valley College’s 
satellite campuses and other regional community 
colleges. Completed in collaboration with SSL 
Architects, the facility was the fi rst higher 
education project in the State of Washington to 
achieve LEED Platinum certifi cation.

Skagit Valley College
Science & Allied Health Building



2000’s

Nestled into a hillside site at Oregon’s oldest 
community college, the COCC Science Building 
provides fl exible instructional spaces that support 
both traditional and innovative ways of teaching 
and learning. Along with the lab and classroom 
spaces, the building contains a wide variety 
of informal student study areas designed to 
encourage collaboration and interaction.

The building maximizes opportunities to put 
learning on display. Each of the lab spaces is 
connected to its adjacent public hallway by large 
interior windows. Floor-to-ceiling writing surfaces 
and display cases abound in the public areas of the 
building, turning them into places for education 
and discussion. The project was completed 
in association with Pinnacle Architecture.

Central Oregon Community College
Science Center



2000’s

YGH was the design architect for the mixed-
use waterfront project which included a retail 
base with 227 residential units located above 
in a 23-fl oor tower and 6-fl oor bar building. 
The building design, developed in coordination 
with adjacent parcel architects, responds to site, 
environmental, and cultural conditions to create 
a strong sense of place and community.

The 2.5-story retail and residential plinth 
includes a rooftop garden and plaza which serves 
as the heart of the residential community. The 
23-story tower rises from the podium’s south 
end and includes two penthouse levels. The 
tower’s small fl oor plate effi ciently maximizes the 
number of corner units and presents a thin profi le 
that improves view opportunities from the inner 
plots. The L-shaped bar sits above the southwest 
length of the plinth, overlooking the townhouses 
and plaza below.

Sorough Inc.
Mixed-Use Development



2000’s

The BSU Student Recreation Center was 
completed through two separate projects (2001 
& 2013) by YGH, in association with Design/
West Architects as Architect of Record. The initial 
project defi ned an entry plaza and pedestrian 
mall to link the facility to the student center and 
south campus facilities.

The initial 90,000 SF project includes a full 
range of indoor facilities, a three court gym, 
cardiovascular machines, weight training, 
indoor climbing gym, elevated running track, 
and aerobics. As a primary campus social area, 
the center also provides a cafe/juice bar with 
views into the recreational spaces.  An enclosed 
courtyard provides outdoor activity areas within 
the secure building adjacent to the entry 
reception area.

The second phase natatorium project added a 25 
meter lap pool, wet classroom, additional second 
level aerobics space and expanded locker-
shower facilities with direct pool access. Storage 
areas for kayak, scuba and other water training 
classes, as well as two outdoor “controlled” 
terraces, complement the natatorium programs. 
Controlled daylighting and natural ventilation 
promote energy effi ciency and enhance the 
indoor environment. The facility was designed to 
achieve LEED Silver certifi cation in collaboration 
with LKV Architects as Architect of Record.
  

Boise State University
Student Recreation Center



2000’s

The 208,000 SF Academic and Student 
Recreation Center (ASRC) was awarded through 
a design-build competition which focused on 
best value versus lowest cost. The six-story 
facility completes the Urban Plaza, designed 
as the heart of Portland State University.  The 
six-story facility houses three fl oors of recreation 
center space, above 20,000 SF of retail, with 
the City of Portland archives, the PSU School of 
Social Work and the OUS Chancellor’s Offi ce on 
the two top fl oors. 

The ASRC uses healthy materials and effi cient 
mechanical systems, coupled with daylighting and 
natural ventilation to maximize lifecycle savings 
with proven systems. Operable windows provide 
natural ventilation in recreation administration, 
courts, pools, offi ces and classrooms, and a 
landscaped roof terrace provides outdoor activity 
areas for building users. The building achieved 
LEED Gold certifi cation.
  

Portland State University
Academic & Student Recreation Center



2000’s

YGH’s seven building Quito Embassy design, 
selected through a design-build competition, 
meets security requirements and relates to 
its site and cultural context. Buildings are 
oriented to maximize daylighting and defi ne a 
series of external courtyards recalling Colonial 
Ecuadorian architecture. The Chancery 
Building includes a central atrium to introduce 
daylighting to interior public areas while 
meeting the State Department’s program 
requirements and LEED Silver Standards.

US Department of State
US Embassy: Quito, Ecuador



2000’s

YGH completed a master plan and design 
concept to expand and redevelop the 
headquarters campus for a major US Fortune 
50 multi-national company through phased 
facility construction. The project will provide 
over 700,000 SF of offi ce and support facilities 
including an innovation center, training center, 
dining facility and atrium offi ce building 
organized around a new central lake. The 
facilities and site design will showcase the 
company’s commitment to sustainability and 
environmental restoration and is targeted for 
LEED Platinum certifi cation.

Fortune 50 Company
Headquarters Campus Design



2000’s

The YGH design for the US Embassy in 
Islamabad, Pakistan includes a Chancery, 
Housing, Consular Annex, Support Annex, 
Community Center, Chief of Mission Residence, 
Warehouse, Utility and other support buildings 
within the existing 35 acre compound.

The Embassy campus is organized along a 
pedestrian axis of connected gardens and walks 
that link the Chancery, Consular Annex and 
Community Center to fi ve housing buildings. 
Outdoor spaces will be shaded by canopies, 
trellises and screens to promote indoor-
outdoor activities. Building orientation and 
sun shading devices maximize daylighting with 
minimum glare. The 1,448,400 SF Embassy 
Complex is being constructed in four phases 
to accommodate ongoing operations and is 
projected to achieve LEED Gold certifi cation.

US Department of State
US Embassy: Islamabad, Pakistan



2000’s

YGH’s renovation of the main lobby and 
exterior entry of this existing building renewed 
its Class A offi ce appeal. The design enhanced 
the main lobby’s two-story volume, bringing it 
out to the estreet and enlarging its depth with 
25 foot high custom glass entry walls and a 
20 by 16 foot back lit digital art wall facing 
6th Avenue. The interior realignment provided 
greater continuity of space within the lobby and 
associated retail suites, amplifi ed by painted 
frosted glass panels, the central wood ceiling/
wall element, and elegant reception desk. 
Casual seating areas at each end of the lobby 
are situated around unique digital video art 
installations, which feature videos of renowned 
contemporary artist Jennifer Steinkamp.

Felton Properties
400 SW Sixth Avenue



2000’s

This fi nancial offi ce project occupies the top 
three fl oors of a 10-story building. The client’s 
goal was to create spaces that reinforced their 
corporate image with timeless design that 
fostered collaboration and innovation.  Spatial 
and programmatic continuity throughout the three 
fl oors are accented by natural light from a central 
skylight above a central connecting stair.

Glass enclosed offi ces are located on the perimeter 
and all conference rooms and public spaces are 
located to the north of a three-story black slate 
stone wall.  The stone wall serves as a backdrop 
for the interplay between the fl oating steel and 
wood staircase and the slots of natural light from 
the skylights. The stair wraps around a three-
story wire mesh screen with cascading water that 
collects into polished pre-cast concrete ponds at 
each fl oor landing. Wood seating surrounds the 
ponds, creating informal places for interaction. 
Natural materials create a warm and inviting 
experience while horizontal and vertical planes, 
coupled with opacity and transparency, engender 
tensions highlighted by the constantly changing 
beams of light.

M Financial Group
Office Headquarters



2000’s

YGH provided programming and design services 
for relocation of the Dow regional offi ces in 
Houston, Texas. This involved the densifi cation 
of 1,422 employees into 275,000 SF on fi ve 
secure fl oors in an unbuilt but designed new 
building, selected by Dow with YGH assistance 
through a detailed evaluation of three developer 
designs and proposals.

Open offi ce environments encourage interaction 
between team members and allow for more 
effi cient interaction. The overall design 
incorporates the company identity through 
graphics, bold colors and forms. The fl exible, 
sustainable interiors project received a LEED 
Gold certifi cation.

Dow Chemical Company
Houston Regional Headquarters



Corporate & Mixed Use
American Red Cross
Ashforth Pacifi c
Dow Chemical Company
Farmers Insurance Group
Hoffman Construction
J.E. Dunn
Keiwit Construction
Kiona Vineyards & Winery
Louisiana-Pacifi c Corporation
Northwest Natural Gas Company
Pacifi Corp
Plantronics Kentrox
Portland General Electric Company
Russell Development Inc.
Schnitzer Investment Corporation
Skanska Construction
Standard Insurance Company
Swinerton
Tektronix
Unico Properties
U.S. Bancorp
Volkswagen of America
Warn Industries

Education & Health
Boise State University
Central Oregon Community College
Chemeketa Community College
Clackamas Community College
Eastern Oregon University
The Evergreen State College
Humboldt State University
Legacy Health Systems
Lower Columbia College
Mount Hood Community College
Olympic College
Oregon Health & Science University 
Oregon Institute of Technology
Oregon State University
Portland Community College
Portland State University
Providence Health Systems
Seattle University
Skagit Valley College
Southern Oregon University
University of California
University of Hawai’I, Manoa
University of Idaho
University of Oregon
University of Portland
Washington State University

Interior Design
Aetna Life Insurance Company
Ater Wynne LLP
Barran Liebman LLP
Bullivant Houser Bailey
Columbia Management Company
Felton Properties
M Financial
Miller Nash LLP
Nissho Iwai America Corporation
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Regence Blue Cross Blue Shield
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt

Public & Civic
Bureau of Land Management
City of Gresham
City of Hillsboro
City of Medford
City of Portland
City of Richland
Multnomah County
Oregon Air National Guard
Oregon Dept. of Admin. Services
Oregon Dept. of Motor Vehicles
Oregon Dept. of Transportation
Portland Dev. Commission
Port of Hood River
Port of Portland
Port of Seattle
TriMet
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
U.S. Dept. of the Navy
U.S. Dept. of State
U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs
U.S. General Services Admin.
U.S. Postal Service
Washington County
Washington Dept. of Enterprise

International
ABB Group
American University of Afghanistan
Bechtel Corporation
CH2M Hill
Chevron Overseas Petroleum, Inc.
Consortium for Intl. Development
EXXON Corporation
Gilbane Federal
Mount Nevis Development Corp.
Parsons Flour Daniels
Saudi Arabia Texico
Standard Chartered Bank
Tengizchevroil
The World Bank (IDA)
U.S. Agency for International Dev. (AID)
Zachry Construction
University of Botswana
U.S. Overseas Building Operations
Washington State University Intl. Dept.
Zafer Construction

YGH Partial Client List
Merit Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Alpha Broadcast Bing Lounge
Merit Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Ater Wynne Law Offi ces
Presidential Design Achievement Award, Bangor Personnel Ctr
First Honor Award AIA/NAVFAC, Bangor Personnel Services Ctr
Military Honor Award, US DOD Bangor Personnel Services Ctr
Honor Award, AIA Portland, BLM District Offi ce Complex
Citation Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Bullivant Houser Bailey
Merit Award, AIA Portland, Center for Self Enhancement
Merit Award, AIA Portland, Clackamas CC Wilsonville Training Ctr
Merit Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Dow Houston Regional Offi ce
Design Award, AIA Portland, Metro Expo Center
Best Overall Sustainable Award, UC/CSU System, HSU BSS Bldg.
Merit Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Louisiana-Pacifi c Nashville
Citation Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Louisiana Pacifi c Portland
Honor Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, M Financial Group
Renovated Building of the Year, BOMA, 200 Market Building
Merit Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Nissho Iwai American Corporation
Design Award, AIA Portland, North Mall Offi ce Building
Honor Award, AIA Portland, OHSU Child Development Center
Sustainable Merit Award, AIA Portland, OSU Kelley Engineering Ctr
Honor Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, OSU Kelley Engineering Ctr
Honor Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Perkins Coie Law Offi ce Design
Government Building of the Year, BOMA, Portland Fed. Bldg.
Design Award, US GSA, Portland Fed. Bldg.
Citation Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, PricewaterhouseCoopers
Honor Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Perkins & Company
Special Citation, AIA Portland, PSU Park Blocks
Silver Award, AIA Seattle, Seattle Univ. Law School
Honor Award, AIA/IIDA Portland, Seattle Univ. Law School
Merit Award, AIA Portland, Univ. of Idaho Commons
Merit Award, AIA Boise, Univ. of Idaho College of Business
First Honor Award AIA/NAVFAC, US Navy/Marine Corps Ctr
Honor Award, AIA Portland, US Navy/Marine Corps Ctr
Citation Award, AIA Portland, WSU Student Recreation Ctr

YGH Design and Design-Build Competitions

US GSA San Luis Port of Entry | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 2012
Standard Chartered Lagos Headquarters | Design Competition, First Place, 2011
PSU Academic & Student Rec. Ctr. | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 2007
US Embassy Quito, Ecuador | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 2005
HSU Kinesiology and Athletics Bldg | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 2005
State of Oregon, Data Ctr. | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 2004
HSU Behavioral & Social Science Bldg. | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 2003
City of Portland, City Dev. Ctr. | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 1998
US Dept. of Veterans Affairs Cancer Research Ctr. | Design-Build Comp, First Place, 1996
Tri-Met Sunset Park & Ride Facility | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 1996
Oregon Dept. of Transportation Region 1 HQ | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 1994
U.S. Postal Service Multnomah Station | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 1991
Sea-Tac Airport Parking Facility | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 1990
Tri-Met Gresham Mixed-Use Facility | Design-Build Competition, First Place, 1986
Washington Co./Hillsboro Public Services Bldg | Design-Build Comp, First Place, 1985
Standard Insurance Tanasbourne Corp. Ctr. | Design Competition, First Place, 1982

Skagit Valley College | Science & Health Building (LEED Platinum)
Oregon State University | Kelley Engineering Center (LEED Platinum)
Humboldt State University | Behavioral & Social Sciences Building (LEED Gold)
Portland State University | Academic & Student Recreation Center (LEED Gold)
Pacifi c University | Health Professions Building (LEED Gold)
Olympic College | Humanities & Student Services Building (LEED Gold)
State of Oregon | North Mall Offi ce Building (LEED Gold)
Central Oregon Community College | Science Center (Earth Advantage Gold)
Central Oregon Community College | Health Careers Building (EA Gold)
Central Oregon Community College | Jungers Culinary Center (EA Gold)
US Department of State Maputo Embassy Campus | (pending LEED Gold)
US Dept. of State Dakar Embassy Campus |  (LEED Gold) 
US GSA | San Luis Port of Entry (LEED Gold)
YGH Headquarters TI | (LEED Gold)
Dow East End Offi ces | (LEED Gold)

YGH Partial Design Awards YGH Sustainable Design Certifi cations




