


Helping Create Safe 
and Nurturing Homes 

Dear Friends, 

There is usually a moment or specific incident that 

triggers Savio to become involved with a family. A 

teacher may have noticed a child wasn't bathing 

regularly. Or a teenager's pain caused them to act 

out aggressively. 

These moments are years in the making. Parents 

have often experienced trauma, are strained by 

financial hardship, and are facing their own 

mental health concerns. Those challenges end 

up impacting their children until one incident 

highlights the entire family's need for support. 

Similarly, our interventions can't fix every issue in 

one session. It usually takes three to six months 

of services to support before families can 

manage the challenges they are facing. When 

we've done our work well, we have helped 

families establish healthy routines and 

relationships. 

Along the way, we start seeing happy moments 

replace the bad. Within this Gratitude Report you 

will find a short story from three of our service 

areas. We hope this gives you further insight into 

how these children and their families can 

overcome the most difficult circumstances. 

Your financial support plays a critical role in this 

transformation. Donations help launch new 

programming, fill funding gaps for needed 

services, and provide treatment to families who 

can't afford it. The pandemic is challenging 

families in new and unique ways, making your 

support more important than ever. 

As we continue through 2020, our 

organization is evolving to expand existing 

services and preparing to launch new, 

innovative programs to address the most 

complex problems families face. We look 
forward to sharing more throughout the year. • 

Sincerely, 

�-
Norma-Aguilar Dave 

Executive Director, Savio 



Child Protection 

Savio's Child Protection Team supports families when a child safety concern has been 

identified, typically after abuse or neglect. Savio therapists build a plan with the family in the 

comfort of their home, allowing therapists get the full picture of the family's relationships, 

community, and safety concerns. This context helps the therapist understand the family's 

story and strengths, and develop a treatment plan alongside of them. The result is impactful 

services that strengthen families and keep them together. 

658 
Families
served 
in 2019 

Happy Days ... Made 

Possible By You 

Now in the care of their 

aunt and uncle, Olivia (5), 

Jameson (4), and Emily (3) 

felt safe for the first time ever. 

These children were victims of 

sexual abuse at such a young 

age that their development was 

severely affected. 

Emily, the three-year-old "baby," 

is now speaking. Previously, her 

words were so garbled that no 

one could understand her, and 

she often would go into 

screaming fits and isolate herself 

82% 
Successfully remained

intact or were reunited 
in safe and stable homes 

if she did not get what she wanted. Now, emily can ask for what she wants, and won't just 

shut down or scream to get her way. She can answer questions and identify her emotions in 

family meetings. It caught me off guard the first time she said, "I felt happy today". That 

speaks volumes about the healing capabilities of the family-based interventions that we use 

at Savio. 

- Kelli, Child Protection Therapist



Adolescent Services 

Savio adolescent programs address a range of behaviors including substance use, 

aggression, running away, and delinquency. We treat teens and their families together in 

their homes and communities. Our interventions strengthen families and build hope for 

everyone. This approach is far more successful than separating children from their families 

and moving them into institutional facilities. 

1473 
Families

served 

in2019 
76% 

Treatment Breakthroughs •.. 

Made Possible by You 

Sixteen-year-old Alison came to Savio 
after her third arrest. It wasn't long 
before we started talking to her that it 
became clear the behavior was being 
driven by issues in her home. Her 
mother, Sharon, was struggling with 
addiction and inadvertently pushing 
her daughter away. 

There is no greater pleasure as a 
therapist, than to facilitate a moment 
that changes everything between 
people struggling. This moment 
happened about a month into our 

Of youth in our programs were 
successful in meeting their treatment 
goals such as eliminating substance 
use and not having further 
involvement in the justice system. 

therapy sessions. We were talking in the grandmother's living room when I asked Alison to 
talk about her feelings instead of her talking at her mom with blame and anger. As she began 
to speak, she fell to the floor, sobbing. She struggled to catch her breath long enough to 
speak the power words she so deserately needed to say. But she managed, in between the 
tears, to share how angry and confused she'd been feeling for years. 

It was then that Sharon felt she could do the same - she talked about her own pain, her own 
childhood trauma. She told her daughter how she wanted to be healthy, free of her own pain, 
and have her daughterback in her life. In that moment - Alison and her Grandmother "got it." 
For the first time they started approaching Sharon with understanding instead of blame and 
judgement. 

This story ended with a young girl, who learned to talk about her feelings sometimes, and a 
mom who learned to forgive herself, most times .... and a relationship that was rebuilt with 
some grace and acceptance. 

- Pema, Functional Family Therapy (FFT) Therapist



Foster and Group Homes 
Savio operates foster and group homes to provide children with safe and stable homes 

when they have been separated from their families. Savio provides the family with the 

therapy, life skills, and support to allow children to heal. 

204 
Families

served 

in 2019 
13% 

Of youth in our care network 
have been out of the home for 
over a year, compared to 4S% 
statewide. 

Family movie night •.• Made Possible by You 
Josie surprised her sisters, bouncing giddy with excitement as she came out of the kitchen 

with a plate full of apple slices each with a perfect dollop of peanut butter and ice clanking 

on the side of four glasses of cold lemonade. She tripped, nearly spilling everything off the 

tray as she proudly came into the living room to present the "movie snack" to them. Her eyes 

were wide as she caught herself and the tray, before it went tumbling and they all giggled. 

Most kids would never consider this a "movie" snack. But for Josie and her three sisters, this 

snack was a treat. At 16, and the oldest of all the siblings, Josie is able to understand and 

appreciate a healthy snack - having rarely had food that didn't come in a bag, box or from a 

drive-through window. These four sisters, ranging in age from 9 to 16 have not only seen, 

but been subject to levels of abuse that most people would hide their eyes from watching. 

In early 2019 the sisters moved in with a Savio foster family who has cared for children in 

similar situations. In their new home, the girls are starting to trust and experience true 

stability. No matter what a child goes through, having consistency, support and love in a safe 

environment can help them find the capability to work through their past hurts and work 

toward a bright future. 

Special thanks to Rebecca Carpenter, Child Placement Agency Coordinator, and her team, for their incredible work with 
these girls, and their loving foster parents for opening their homes and hearts to four girls who needed a forever family. 



How your Donation 

is Used: 

90cents 
of every 
dollar goes 
to support 
services 

• Program staff salaries/benefits Other Program Expensives 

• Administratice/Fundraising Costs 
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FAQ 
Is Savio financially stable? 
Yes, Savio operates on a balanced budget and 

maintains six months of operating reserves. 

Savio grew to serve additional families in 2019 

and expects to continue to growth. 

How will you use my donation? 
Donations play a crucial role in launching new 

programming, filling funding gaps for needed 

services and providing treatment to families who 

can't afford treatment and are not eligible for public 

funding. 

Are the families you serve low-income? 
Yes, 42% of the families we served in 2019 have an 

average household income of less than $16,000. 

90% earn less than the median income for a 

Denver household. 

2019Board 

of Trustees 

Ron Abo 
President 

Robert McCormick 
Vice President 

Charles Anderson 
Secretary 

Vonnie Hergett 
Trustee 

William Adams 
Trustee 

Sally Hooks 
Trustee 

Dan Kiel 
Trustee 

Dianne Pape 
Trustee 

Cleo Rauchway 
Trustee 

Ryan Johnson 
Legal Counsel 

100% of board members 
support Savio financially. 



Our Gratitude 
We are grateful for the support of our donors - it's with your help that we ensure children 

have the ordinary family moments they need to be happy and healthy. The stories in this 

annual report reflect just a few of the countless moments that you've helped create. 

Your continued support is more important than ever. Here's how you can help: 

<i I Donate at: Saviohouse.org

Ii Follow us at: SaviohouseCO

If• •• Become a foster parent at: Saviohouse.org/foster

f'r.\Tell a friend!
� •     Sharing our social media

 

• Host a house or office party
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2019 Donor Listing
This list of generous donors truly makes the work of Savio possible. We 

are beyond thankful for their continued support of our work and mission. 

Anonymous 

Ron and Lisa Abo 
Bill and Kathryn Adams 

Myrna Ann Adkins 
Norma Aguilar-Dave 

Jennifer Alabiso 
Alexion 

Amazon Smile 

Chuck Anderson 
Nebby Bailey 
Norris Bailey 

Emerson Bails 
Baird 

Roberta Beach 
Allie Bell 

Anne Benedict 

Frank Bennett 
Sue Bickert 

Dennis Bidwell and 
Mary Ann Kelly 

Jan Bidwell 

Greg and Kathy Bird 
Dan Boyd 

Douglas G. Brown 
Fletcher Brown 

James Brown 
Buell Foundation 

Lisa Busse 
Rebecca Carpenter 

Anthony Castellani 

Samuel Cheris 
Cigna 

CoBank 

Colorado Springs Downtown 

Lions Club Foundation 
John and Sally Corkle 

Jared Decoteau 
Denver Active 20-30 

Jim and Ann Doner 
Elizabeth Doner 
Mary and Jim Donovan 

Troy and Jessica Dumlao 

Energy Outbreak Colorado 

Courtney Faust 

First Plymouth Foundation 
Karen Fisher 
Petey Fletcher 

Larry Gallegos 
Elaine Galvan 

Deborah Gamber 

Justin and Tashina Garrett 
T imothy Gilchrist 

Sandra Greenberg 
Calvin Hada 
Hall and Evans, LLC Foundation 
Stuart and Katherine Haskins 

Hayes Family Foundation 

Heggem-Lundquist Paint 

Company 

Stephen and Margaret Heinz
Eric Heppe 
Timothy and Yvonne Hergett 
Nevin Hildenbrand 
Leonora Hill 
History Colorado 
Sally Hooks 
Elisabeth Humphrey 
Meghan Hunt 
Tracey Jacobs 
Edina Jirak 
Ryan Johnson 
Amy Jones 
Linda Jones 
Doreen Keller 
Carolyn Kennedy 
Dan Kiel 
Stan Kobayashi 
Earnest Kong 
Jennifer Korman 
Kroenke Sports Enterprises Martin 
Kujawa 
Mary Laidley 
Gayle Larrance 
Tupper MacDowell 
Robin Maher 
Leonard McCain 
Roberty and Marilyn McCormick 
Noreen Mcleary 
Mile High Browns Backers Marissa 
Mink 
Mountaingate Capital Rosemarie 
Munrane 
Charles and Carole Murray 
Ned and Margaret Nagle 
Jason Negron 
Karen Neiswanger 
Veronica Neiswanger 
Neithercut Charitable Trust Loren 
Neithercut 
Nelowet Buisness Machines 
Network for Good 
NewGen Strategies and Solutions 
Elizabeth Nixon 
James Nussbaum 
David Packer 
Painting with a Twist 
Michael Pantaleo 
Dianne Pape 
Troy and Emily Pickett 
Raylah Pouw 
Joshua Pruyn 
Cleo and Jonathan Rauchway 
Brenda Reyes 
Tom Ritter 
Julia Roguski 
Rose Community Foundation Terri 
Rupert 
Sakura Square LLC 

SavioHouse.org 

Jane Sanborn 

Alden Sanchez 

Alejandro Sandoval 
Scharp Family Foundation 

Schlessman Family Foundation 
Lee Schlessman 
Milane Schouten Charitable 

Foundation 

Dianne Seccombe 

Ted Simon 
Donald Smith 

Jeff Smith 
Steven R and Julie A Williams 

Foundation 

Joy Stewart 
Jean Marie Taylor 

Barry Teeters 
The Anschutz Foundation 
The Jennifer and David Korman 

Philanthropic Fund 

T ickets for Charities 
Kara Trim 
Laura Van Domelen 

Chris Volker 
Todd Vollmer 

Skeeter Buck Walterspiel 
Westerly Creek Elementary Creek 

Council 
Denise White 

Tom Wickland 
Karen Wieman 

Lane Williams 

Gary Yamashita 
Kevin Yoshida 

Youth Roots 
Janice Zapapas 
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