
 
IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD:  SANTA BARBARA 

DO YOU WANT YOUR CHILDREN TO SHARE YOUR VALUES? 
A conference for current and prospective homeschool parents (English and Spanish) 

 

July 10, 2021, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm 
Calvary Baptist Church, 736 W. Islay St., Santa Barbara, CA 93101 

 

Registration:   https://forms.gle/da1gpgWpmUqTsF6S8 
Contact: Fern Sikich, CHEA South Central Coast Advisory Board, socentralcoast@cheaofca.info  
 

Check-in / Coffee and Refreshments: 8:15-8:55 am 
 

Morning Sessions: 9:00 am-12:00 pm 
9:00-9:45 am: Welcome & Opening Keynote: Our Times and the Importance of Teaching our Children our 
Values (Michele R. Weslander Quaid) 
 

9:50-10:30 am: Simultaneous Talks 

● New to Homeschooling (English):  Rebecca Kocsis 
● New to Homeschooling (Spanish):  Linda Kitt 
● Encouragement for Dads:  Panel of experienced homeschooling dads 
● Encouragement for Moms:  Kathy Garwood and Dr. Jean Kawiecki 

10:35-11:15 am: Teaching Creatively: Using Learning Styles within the Learning Environment (Dr. Jean 
Kawiecki)  
 

11:20-12:00 pm: What are Your Homeschooling Methods? (Panel of experienced homeschool moms)  
 

Lunch Break: 12:00-1:00 pm (lunch available for $5.00 for those who preregister) 
 

Afternoon Breakout Session / Displays: 1:00 pm-2:30 pm 
 

• Networking for single parents who desire to homeschool 
• Homeschool Help: 20-minute consultation with experienced homeschool parent (English or Spanish) 
• Curriculum Display of materials used by Homesteader families (manned by SBCHI Moms) 
• Information Tables for SBCHI (Santa Barbara Christian Homesteaders, Inc.), CHEA (Christian Home 

Educators of CA), and Dr. Jean Kawiecki (educational consulting and individualized testing options, 
including Early Reading Diagnostic Assessment, Kaufman Test of Educational Achievement, 
Psychoeducational Evaluation, and Behavioral Evaluation)  
 

REGISTRATION - Attendance is free, but we would appreciate sign-ups for our planning purposes. 
LUNCH - Preregister for $5.00 lunch, including a sandwich, salad, chips, dessert, and bottled water.  
FREE HOMESCHOOL CONSULTATIONS - Sign up for a 20-minute consulting session with an 
experienced homeschool mom in English or Spanish. Whether you are just beginning your 
homeschool journey and have questions about getting started, or are preparing to graduate your 
teens, or are anywhere in between, we have someone who can help.  



 
 

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
9:15-9:45 am - Our Times and the Importance of Teaching our Children our Values (Michele R. 
Weslander Quaid) 
 
(description coming) 
 
9:50-10:30 am – New to Homeschooling (Rebecca Kocsis, English; Linda Kitt, Spanish) 
Making the decision to educate at home is only the first of many decisions. We’ll discuss your options, 
define them, and offer criteria for deciding which one is right for your family. We’ll also go over how to 
get started in a simple step-by-step format. The question-and-answer period at the end is the perfect 
opportunity to investigate homeschooling up close and personal. 
 
9:50-10:30 am – Encouragement for Dads (Panel of experienced homeschool dads) How can 
homeschool dads ensure that their children have the best education but also be spiritual leaders day 
in and day out?   
 
9:50-10:30 am – Encouragement for Moms (Kathy Garwood and Dr. Jean Kawiecki) We all need 
encouragement along the homeschooling journey, and hearing from homeschool veterans will lift you 
up as you recharge for the upcoming school year. 
 
10:35-11:15 am – Teaching Creatively: Using Learning Styles within the Learning Environment 
(Dr. Jean Kawiecki) In this workshop we will explore various learning styles and preferences and 
discuss how they can be used to enhance your child’s learning, especially in challenging subjects. 
 
11:20 am-12:00 noon – What are Your Homeschool Methods? (Panel of experienced homeschool 
moms) Hear from a panel of homeschool moms as they share their styles of homeschooling, 
curriculum that they have found works best for them, and practical tips to use in the day-to-day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
SPEAKER BIOS 

 
 Dr. Jean Kawiecki, Psy.D. – Jean is a veteran homeschool mom, homeschooling 
her two girls from birth through high school, both graduating with Santa Barbara 
Christian Homesteaders. Jean served on the board of SBCHI for many years and 
has spoken at homeschool venues within California and throughout the US on 
topics such as learning styles, teaching young children at home, understanding 
learning differences and disabilities, teaching high school literature and composition, 
and much more. Jean also travels the world, helping families who serve overseas 
troubleshoot educational issues that their children encounter. Some of the services 

she provides include counseling, educational consulting, assessing for special needs, and providing 
intervention in crisis. 
 
 
 

Rebecca Kocsis, General Manager, CHEA - Rebecca and her beloved, Ed, 
homeschooled all five of their children, graduating their youngest in 2006 from their 
homeschool. They are now the proud grandparents of an ever-growing tribe of 
energetic boys and girls (11 to date) who are their greatest delight. Rebecca served 
for 15 years as a PSP administrator and for several years on CHEA’s Regional 
Advisory Board. In addition to serving on CHEA’s Board of Directors, she also 
serves as General Manager. She is the author of the devotional booklet Let Not 
Your Feathers Be Ruffled. 

 
 
 
 

Michele R. Weslander Quaid – Michele grew up in Santa Barbara. She earned a 
B.S. in Physics and Engineering Science from Seattle Pacific University with 
honors and a M.S. in Optics from the University of Rochester. Michele was 
recruited out of grad school into the national security community where she served 
as an image scientist and a chief engineer in industry. Following the terrorist 
attacks of 9-11-2001, she was recruited into the government to lead change and 

innovation and served in senior executive roles in both defense and intelligence. Michele and her 
veteran husband, Lt Colonel Christopher Quaid, USAF, supported US and Coalition troops in the 
combat zones of Iraq and Afghanistan. Chris retired after over 22 years of honorable military service 
and passed away from a service-connected illness, glioblastoma, just two years later when their 
daughter, Sophia, was 9 years old. Michele recently remarried Michael English, whose late wife, 
Krista, had homeschooled their two boys before she passed away from leukemia. Mike and Krista 
were part of SBCHI, and now Mike, Michele and Sophia are part of SBCHI. Michele founded her own 
business, Sunesis Nexus, in 2015 and is a certified professional coach, consultant, speaker, and 
educator. For the past year Michele has been working on a memoir to inspire the next generation.   
 


