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Iowa Dental Foundation Donates PPE 
  
Des Moines – (3/31/2020) In response to the coronavirus pandemic, earlier today the 
Iowa Dental Foundation (IDF) donated over $9,800 worth of personal protective 
equipment (PPE) to the Polk County Health Department for distribution to hospitals and 
medical facilities. Along with generous donations from individual dental practices 
statewide, the Iowa dental community has donated a total of more than 25,000 masks, 
850 gowns, 900 boxes of gloves, and 175 canisters of disinfectant wipes to local health 
departments, hospitals, medical clinics, care facilities, and local fire/EMS personnel. 
 
Given the ongoing crisis, the IDF recently voted to cancel the 2020 Iowa Mission of 
Mercy (IMOM), a two-day, free oral healthcare clinic that was scheduled to take place 
on November 6-7 in Des Moines. Instead, the IDF Board voted to immediately donate 
all of IMOM’s PPE supply to hospitals and their front-line medical staff.  While it was not 
an easy decision to cancel an event that provides much-needed free dental care to 
Iowans in need, ultimately, making this substantial PPE donation felt like the best way 
for the IDF to support Iowans in 2020.  
  
The IDF thanks its generous supporters, including Patterson Dental, Henry Schein, and 
Benco Dental for partnering to make this large-scale donation possible. Planning has 
begun for the next IMOM scheduled for November 4-6, 2021 in Des Moines. For more 
information on IMOM, please visit www.iowamom.org.  
 
 

# 
 
The Iowa Dental Foundation (IDF) was established in 1994 as a non-profit public 
foundation to benefit the general public. The IDF mission is to create opportunities that 
improve the oral health of Iowans, such as the Iowa Mission of Mercy. 
 
Iowa Mission of Mercy (IMOM) is a large scale, two-day community dental clinic where 
dental professionals and general volunteers donate their time to provide free oral 
healthcare to individuals facing barriers to dental care. A full-service field dental clinic 
with 100 dental operatories is set up and patients are treated on a first-come, first-
served basis. Since the first IMOM in 2008, more than 15,000 patients from all areas of 
Iowa and surrounding states have received over $10 million in free dental care. 
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