
WHAT IS A STUDY GROUP?
The Chicago Foundation for Education’s (CFE) Study Groups 
present a unique opportunity for teachers (Team Members) to 
collaborate with colleagues and learn new teaching strategies.
 
Team Members share strategies, support each other through 
implementation, and adapt teaching methods for optimal 
efficacy across classrooms.
 
Led by a Study Group Coach, this experience is open to PreK 
through 12 grade Chicago Public School (CPS) educators. 

Questions?
cfe@cfegrants.org
312.670.2323

2019 STUDY GROUP 
TEAM MEMBER GRANTS
Applications Due: Monday, April 22, 2019
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STUDY GROUP OFFERINGS BY GRADE LEVEL 

Grade Subject CFE Study Group Title 

                                                                                                          District-Wide Study Groups 

PreK-3 Language Arts Developing Effective Read-Alouds for Multiple Grades 

PreK-3 Performing & 
Visual Arts Get Moving! Strategies for Creative Dance in Early Elementary 

PreK-3 SEL Teaching SEL Through Yoga and Mindful Practice 

PreK-12 Performing & 
Visual Arts Choice-Based Art/Teaching for Artistic Behavior 

K-12 Special 
Education Determining Special Education Minutes and LRE 

1-3 Language Arts Guided Reading: Step-by-Step 

1-3 Math Cognitively Guided Instruction: A Tool to Develop Young Mathematicians and Problem-Solvers 

1-6 STEM Mastering STEM Habits of Mind in Project-Based Learning 

1-6 Performing & 
Visual Arts Inclusion and Belonging: Building Culturally Responsive Drama Curriculum 

1-8 Language Arts Rethinking Reading: Individualizing Reading Instruction Through Conferences 

3-8 Special 
Education Teaching Robotics to All: Diverse Learners Communicate, Create, and Code! 

4-6 Math STEAM Through Math Concepts 

4-8 SEL EQ + IQ = Success! 

4-8 World 
Language Heritage Learners and Differentiation in the Elementary World Language Classroom 

4-8 Language Arts Teach the Reader, Not the Book 

4-8 Math Amplifying Students' Reasoning in Mathematics 

4-8 STEM Starting a FIRST Lego League Robotics Team 

6-8 Cross-
Disciplinary Teaching Through Trauma: Integrating Trauma-Informed Pedagogy in Your Class 

                                                                                                        School-Based Study Groups 

1-6 Performing & 
Visual Arts Boone ES: Embracing Diversity Through the Arts 

K-3 Cross-
Disciplinary Coonley ES: Differentiation in the Inclusive Classroom 

1-6 Science McCutcheon ES Branch: Science is Everywhere! You Can't Escape It! 

PreK-3 Math Murphy Arts ES: Make Math Daily 3 Work for YOU! 

1-6 Math Prieto Math & Science ES: Eureka! Let's Teach Through Problem Solving 

4-8 Cross-
Disciplinary Ryder ES: Understanding Personalized Learning 

3-5 Math Volta ES: It's All About the Mindset! 
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STUDY GROUP OFFERINGS BY GRADE SUBJECT 

Subject Grade CFE Study Group Title 

                                                                                                          District-Wide Study Groups 

Cross-
Disciplinary 6-8 Teaching Through Trauma: Integrating Trauma-Informed Pedagogy in Your Class 

Language Arts PreK-3 Developing Effective Read-Alouds for Multiple Grades 

Language Arts 1-3 Guided Reading: Step-by-Step 

Language Arts 1-8 Rethinking Reading: Individualizing Reading Instruction Through Conferences 

Language Arts 4-8 Teach the Reader, Not the Book 

Math 1-3 Cognitively Guided Instruction: A Tool to Develop Young Mathematicians and Problem-Solvers 

Math 4-6 STEAM Through Math Concepts 

Math 4-8 Amplifying Students' Reasoning in Mathematics 

Performing & 
Visual Arts PreK-3 Get Moving! Strategies for Creative Dance in Early Elementary 

Performing & 
Visual Arts PreK-12 Choice-Based Art/Teaching for Artistic Behavior 

Performing & 
Visual Arts 1-6 Inclusion and Belonging: Building Culturally Responsive Drama Curriculum 

SEL PreK-3 Teaching SEL Through Yoga and Mindful Practice 

SEL 4-8 EQ + IQ = Success! 

Special 
Education K-12 Determining Special Education Minutes and LRE 

Special 
Education 3-8 Teaching Robotics to All: Diverse Learners Communicate, Create, and Code! 

STEM 1-6 Mastering STEM Habits of Mind in Project-Based Learning 

STEM 4-8 Starting a FIRST Lego League Robotics Team 

World 
Language 4-8 Heritage Learners and Differentiation in the Elementary World Language Classroom 

                                                                                                          School-Based Study Groups 

Performing & 
Visual Arts 1-6 Boone ES: Embracing Diversity Through the Arts 

Cross-
Disciplinary K-3 Coonley ES: Differentiation in the Inclusive Classroom 

Science 1-6 McCutcheon ES Branch: Science is Everywhere! You Can't Escape It! 

Math PreK-3 Murphy Arts ES: Make Math Daily 3 Work for YOU! 

Math 1-6 Prieto Math & Science ES: Eureka! Let's Teach Through Problem Solving 

Cross-
Disciplinary 4-8 Ryder ES: Understanding Personalized Learning 

Math 3-5 Volta ES: It's All About the Mindset! 
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DISTRICT-WIDE STUDY GROUPS 
Open to all CPS teachers (neighborhood, contract, magnet, charter) 

 
 

CROSS-DISCIPLINARY 
 
 

TEACHING THROUGH TRAUMA: 
INTEGRATING TRAUMA-INFORMED 

PEDAGOGY IN YOUR CLASS 

Description: This study group will meet in five 
three-hour sessions to analyze professional 
literature, read an anchor text authored by a 
trauma expert, learn how to implement self-
regulation strategies, and discuss effective 
teaching strategies that serve students with a 
background of trauma. Three study group 
sessions will be held during the summer, and 
two will take place in the fall. Sessions will be 
led by Team Members with each member 
pairing up to lead a component of the agenda. 

Grades: 6-8 

Team Member Requirements: None 

Coach: Ray Kinzie 

Coach Bio: A 24-year veteran teacher with 
Chicago Public Schools, Ray Kinzie serves as a 
middle school social studies teacher. Outside of 
CPS, Ray is on the summer staff at Avery 
Coonley School, and served as an Instructor for 
Northwestern University for 15 years. Ray's work 
is recognized by local, national, and international 
organizations. He received recognition from the 
Illinois State Board of Education, was 
interviewed and featured by the American 
Psychological Foundation, and has presented at 
the National Council for the Social Studies 
Annual Conferences for the last seven years. 
Ray crafts his love of teaching from his 
background in Sociology and augments his 
pedagogical process from the training he 
received from his Master's Degrees in 
Curriculum and Instruction and Psychology. Ray 
supports student growth by facilitating drum 
circles on a regular basis.  
 
 
 
 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
 

DEVELOPING EFFECTIVE READ ALOUDS 
FOR MULTIPLE GRADES 

 
Description: The study group’s goal is to develop 
skills for teachers on how to successfully plan, 
execute, assess, and reflect on interactive read-
alouds for more than one grade of students. There will 
be an introduction of interdisciplinary units and lesson 
plans to differentiate for the diverse interests, skills, 
and developmental appropriateness of mixed grade 
classrooms for PreK-3rd grade. The group members 
will discuss strategies on how to best prepare lessons 
to meet various students’ unique levels of language, 
cognitive, and social development. Also, Team 
Members will learn how to fine tune skills to build 
engagement, advance their line of questioning, and 
extend activities outside of the reading lesson. The 
predominant student activity of the group’s focal 
teaching approach will be on the teachers’ 
development of the interactive read-alouds through a 
book and article study. Within this portion of the 
balanced literacy framework, teachers will develop 
skills that will support students in listening, speaking, 
reading fluency and comprehension, writing, and 
critical thinking. Models of turn and talk, 
think/pair/share, and collaborative learning groups will 
aid in this participation.  
 
Grades: PreK-3 
 
Team Member Requirements: Background in 
planning and implementing interactive read-alouds is 
helpful, but not required 
 
Coach: Alli Bizon 
 
Coach Bio: Alli Bizon is a Lower Elementary teacher 
at Suder Montessori. She previously taught in a mixed 
aged PreK/Kindergarten classroom and served as a 
Reading Interventionist for PreK-8th grade. Alli has a 
Master of Arts in Teaching: Elementary Education 
from University of Chicago and holds an Early 
Childhood Montessori Teaching credential. Alli is 
currently pursing her National Boards and Lower 
Elementary Montessori certification. She has 
previously served as a CFE Study Group Coach on 
the Boundless Readers program, received a CFE 
Action Research Leadership Institute (ARLI) 
Fellowship, and has been awarded multiple CFE 
Small Grants. 
 
 

 

5 



 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
 

GUIDED READING: STEP-BY-STEP 
 
Description: Educators will be given resources 
and tools to create, establish, and maintain 
guided reading sessions. Study group sessions 
will be centered around Jan Richardson's text, 
Next Steps in Guided Reading, which will arm 
educators with the instructional strategies to 
increase student fluency, self-monitoring, 
comprehension, and problem solving skills. 
Instructional approaches will be illustrated with 
video footage from Jan Richardson and serve to 
build Team Members’ confidence for future 
implementation. Professional learning activities 
will include assigned readings, discussions, 
group lesson planning, and resource sharing. 
 
Grades: 1-3 
 
Team Member Requirements: Team Members 
must purchase Jan Richardson's text, Next 
Steps in Guided Reading 
 
Coach: Jessica General 
 
Coach Bio: A Primary Diverse Learner Teacher, 
Jessica General holds an M.A. in Education and 
a LBS1 certification from National Louis 
University. She is passionate about enhancing 
students’ literacy skills through meaningful 
guided reading sessions, and embraces the 
opportunity to help educators develop and 
enhance their practice to meet students’ diverse 
needs. This is Jessica’s sixth year as a CFE 
Study Group Coach. She has presented at the 
CFE Teacher Workshop and also at the 
Rochelle Lee Teacher Award (RLTA) Workshop. 
Jessica is a National Board Certified Teacher. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
 

RETHINKING READING: INDIVIDUALIZING 
READING INSTRUCTION THROUGH 

CONFERENCES 
 
Description: This study group will focus on how to 
individualize reading instruction through reading 
conferences, or one-on-one conversations 
between teacher and student designed to support 
students’ reading growth. Team Members will 
tackle tips for leading reading conferences by 
using Jennifer Serravallo’s new book, A Teacher’s 
Guide to Reading Conferences, as an anchor text. 
Team Members will study different kinds of reading 
conferences, such as assessment conferences, 
goal setting conferences, and compliment 
conferences, through Serravallo’s text, as well as 
through videos of classroom teachers. Additionally, 
participants will apply learnings to create a 
conferring toolkit, filled with such resources as 
note-taking templates, prompts, and visuals to 
support conferring in the classroom. Every session 
will include an opportunity to learn and discuss a 
new facet of conferring, as well as time to create a 
tangible tool that teachers can use to help 
implement their learning in the classroom. 
 
Grades: 1-8, Conferring can be applied K-8, 
although Coach’s experience is 3-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: Open to anyone 
who teaches reading, regardless of curriculum, but 
a familiarity with or interest in the reading 
workshop model is a plus. Access to technology to 
view online resources is preferred. 
 
Coach: Lauren O'Gara 
 
Coach Bio: Bilingual Teacher Lauren O’Gara is in 
her sixth year of teaching at Dr. Jorge Prieto Math 
and Science Academy. She teaches Reading 
Workshop and Writing Workshop to fifth graders 
using the Lucy Calkins Units of Study for Reading 
and Writing. She has been an active participant in 
the Chicago Literacy Group workshops to enhance 
her practice, and in 2018, she received a Fund for 
Teachers Fellowship to attend the Teachers 
College Reading and Writing Project Summer 
Institutes in New York. She is currently co-leading 
a book club at her school on Jennifer Serravallo’s 
text, Understanding Texts and Readers. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
 

TEACH THE READER, NOT THE BOOK 
 
Description: This study group will offer insight 
into to how to support readers through the 
development of more effective comprehension 
strategies. Whether a teacher implements 
Guided Reading, Reading Workshop, book 
clubs, or whole-class novels, this study group 
will be beneficial, as the sessions will explore 
how readers can be explicitly taught what to 
notice when reading a novel, how using patterns 
of genres can help the reader make predictions 
about the story, and more importantly readers 
must understand how writers develop a theme. 
With mentor texts, such as Notice & Note: 
Strategies for Close Reading by Kylene Beers 
and Robert Probst and A Novel Approach by 
Kate Roberts, this study group will consider how 
to teach reading with the reader at the forefront, 
not just the novel. Using the model of gradual 
release, students will first practice the reading 
strategies through a variety of short video clips,  
picture books, excerpts from books, and 
eventually students will demonstrate the use of 
the strategies in a whole novel through approach 
the teacher selects (e.g. whole-class novel, book 
clubs, read aloud, etc). 
 
Grades: 4-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: Access and 
comfort with Google classroom. 
 
Coach: Christine Asvos 
 
Coach Bio: With more than 10 years of working 
in CPS as a Language Arts teacher, Christine 
Asvos’ energy and passion for the practice 
never slows down. She has been a Team 
Member in two CFE Study Groups and served 
as a Study Group Coach for Boundless 
Readers. Last summer, Christine participated in 
the National Writing Project at Northeastern 
Illinois University.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MATH 
 
 

 
STEAM THROUGH MATH CONCEPTS 

 
Description: Use and create projects that have 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 
and Math) elements to engage students in 
learning mathematical concepts. Team 
Members will consult the book, From STEM to 
STEAM: Brain-Compatible Strategies and 
Lessons That Integrate the Arts, by David A. 
Sousa and Thomas J. Pilecki, as well as other 
resources, to examine how and why STEAM 
projects can enhance student learning. Team 
Members will be introduced to and implement 
several successful STEAM projects. For 
example, teachers will build three-dimensional 
sculptures out of one inch cubes, finding both 
the surface area and the volume of their 
sculpture. They will then figure out how many 
photographs they need to take in order to 
determine the volume and surface area of their 
sculpture from only the photographs. After being 
introduced to projects that teach various 
concepts, teachers will work together to design a 
project that fits with their curriculum. 
 
Grades: 4-6 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach: Karen Malhiot 
 
Coach Bio: Karen Malhiot has been teaching 
for the past 20 years with a passion for creating 
engaging curriculum that challenges students to 
work together and use their creativity to solve 
problems. She has found that it is often the Art 
in the STEAM process that ignites the 
imagination of reluctant students and helps them 
learn challenging concepts. 
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MATH 
 
 

COGNITIVELY GUIDED INSTRUCTION:  
A TOOL TO DEVELOP YOUNG 

MATHEMATICIANS AND PROBLEM-
SOLVERS 

 
Description: Cognitively Guided Instruction 
(CGI) is a student-centered approach that uses 
and builds on what students already know. CGI 
is a way of listening to students, asking 
provocative questions, and developing listening 
and speaking skills that encourage students to 
uncover answers themselves. Number sense 
routines, Number Talks, student discourse, and 
collaborative problem solving are all examples of 
Cognitively Guided Instruction. In a CGI math 
classroom, there is a shift away from finding the 
right answer as quickly as possible towards 
routines that encourage collaboration and 
grappling with complex problems. In addition to 
building math understanding, CGI encourages 
socioemotional development by fostering 
perseverance and empowering students as 
captains of their own learning. In this study 
group, Team Members will use Children’s 
Mathematics: Cognitively Guided Instruction as 
an anchor text, and also discuss videos from 
their own classrooms and analyze student work. 
 
Grades: 1-3 
 
Team Member Requirements: Team Members 
must purchase Children's Mathematics: 
Cognitively Guided Instruction. 
 
Coach Name: Sara Urben 
 
Coach Bio: Sara Urben is a National Board 
Certified first grade teacher and Early Childhood 
Teacher Leader at Namaste Charter School. 
This school year will be her 14th year teaching 
in both dual language and monolingual 
classrooms. She holds Masters Degrees in 
Curriculum & Instruction and Reading from 
Loyola University Chicago as well as an 
Bilingual/ESL Endorsement. She is grateful to 
the Chicago Foundation for Education for many 
reasons, but especially for the opportunities she 
has been given to facilitate professional 
development with teachers from across the 
district while still remaining in the classroom. 
She has led three CFE Study Groups. 
 
 

MATH 
 
 

AMPLIFYING STUDENTS' REASONING 
 IN MATHEMATICS 

 
Description: This study group will focus on 
creating a repertoire of purposeful and effective 
strategies that link innovative technology 
classroom applications and formative 
assessments that support students’ critical 
thinking in mathematics. Through the 
implementation of hands-on reflections on 
technology tasks, Team Members will engage in 
opportunities that help elevate students’ 
mathematical reasoning, which will promote 
opportunities for effective feedback to students 
on justifying their conclusions and constructing 
viable arguments. Team Members will work 
together to integrate innovative-technology 
classroom applications and five instructional 
practices for leading student discussions. Also, 
Team Members will engage in technology-
infused instructional tasks. The CPS summer 
2019 Googlepooloza will offer additional support 
in acquiring technology skills and strategies to 
implement STEM tasks. This event will provide 
insights that guide the group's focus on 
formative assessments. In concluding the study 
group, Team Members will create a reflective 
presentation that will demonstrates how they will 
tailor the implementation of technology-based 
strategies and tasks with their own students. 
 
Grades: 4-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: A chromebook, 
labtop or iPad is needed. 
 
Coach: Miriam Perez 
 
Coach Bio: Miriam Perez is a middle school 
Mathematics and Algebra 1 teacher with CPS. 
As a  Fund for Teachers Fellow, she gathered a 
repertoire of literacy skills to create classroom 
structures that support hands-on inquiry, student 
led discussions, and collaborative investigations. 
She integrates technology-based tasks to 
continue to support students’ complex thinking in 
mathematics.  
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PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 
 
 

INCLUSION AND BELONGING:  
BUILDING CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE 

DRAMA CURRICULUM 
 
Description: Drama teachers will expand their 
repertoire of stories beyond the cannon of fairy 
tales, Euro-centric source material, or tales 
featuring animals, focusing on stories that feature 
a culturally responsive collection of people, 
including people of color, those who are gender 
non-binary, immigrants, and more. Team Members 
will compile a resource list and then develop story 
drama lesson plans based on those resources. 
Story drama is a particularly effective teaching 
strategy as it connects the arts learning standards 
with the Common Core Essential Elements. Exact 
student activities will be informed by the source 
material and the expertise of the cohort of teachers 
present. All student activities in story drama are 
intended to deepen the students’ understanding of 
the characters and the story and open up their 
capacity for empathy and personal connections. 
 
Grades: 1-6 
 
Team Member Requirements: Access to a laptop 
or computer and at least one year experience 
teaching drama to young people. 
 
Coach: Elizabeth Williams 
 
Coach Bio: Elizabeth (Betsy) Williams has been a 
drama teacher in the Illinois public school system 
for 13 years, most recently teaching K-8 at Franklin 
Fine Arts Center. She holds a BS in Theatre from 
Northwestern University and an MFA in Theatre for 
Youth from Arizona State University. Betsy 
teaches with a democratic style encouraging 
student voice, creativity, and leadership resulting in 
the teacher present as a guide throughout the 
lessons. As the Magnet Cluster designee at 
Franklin, Betsey leads monthly professional 
development sessions focused on increasing the 
level of staff awareness about the role of the arts 
for Franklin’s students. She has served on the 
board of both the Illinois Theatre Association and 
the American Alliance for Theatre and Education 
where she primarily focused on creating 
professional development for theatre educators. 
 
 
 

PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 
 
 

GET MOVING! STRATEGIES FOR CREATIVE 
DANCE IN EARLY ELEMENTARY 

 
Description: Get Moving! Strategies for 
Creative Dance in Early Elementary will help 
dance teachers develop their practice with their 
youngest students. The study group will be a 
combination of a book club and movement 
workshop. Participants will read and study Anne 
Green Gilbert’s book, Creative Dance for All 
Ages, examining lesson planning and curriculum 
ideas for Pre-K through third grade dance. 
Participants will familiarize themselves with 
Gilbert’s 5-part lesson plan and shape their own 
plans for their students. Additional supporting 
materials on creative dance will be explored. 
Team Members will dive into Gilbert’s outline for 
a brain compatible warm up and also create 
versions for their own classrooms. Participants 
will move, talk, play, and work together to create 
lessons aligned with the Illinois Arts Learning 
Standards. 
 
Team Member Requirements: Access to 
Google Drive is necessary. Appropriate for 
dance teachers, but music and P.E. teachers 
are also welcome. 
 
Coach Name: M.K. Victorson 
 
Coach Bio: M.K. Victorson, MFA, M.Ed, 
teaches elementary school dance at Jahn 
School of Fine Arts. She serves the Chicago 
Public School District Office of Arts Education as 
an Arts Instruction Specialist, developing 
curriculum and teacher workshops. She has 
collaborated with Ingenuity, Inc., Hubbard Street 
Dance, and the Department of Arts to create 
curriculum, assessment, and programming. This 
is M.K.’s second year as a CFE Study Group 
Coach. She has received several grants from 
CFE and presented at the 2018 Teacher 
Workshop. In 2017, M.K. attended the Dance 
Education Lab as a Fund for Teachers Fellow. 
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PERFORMING & VISUAL ARTS 
 
 

CHOICE-BASED ART/TEACHING FOR 
ARTISTIC BEHAVIOR 

 
Description: The study group will focus on 
collaboration and discussion of current practice 
grounded in Choice-Based/TAB methodologies based 
on the Studio Habits of Mind (SHOM). Team Members 
will develop a curriculum map based on the SHOM and 
specific skills over grades PreK-12. Formative, 
summative, and student self-assessment aligned with 
the SHOM will be developed and evaluated. Research 
and discussion of best practices for differentiation and 
culturally responsive teaching will ensure that the 
curriculum map is inclusive to all students. Team 
Members will share research and current practices to 
reflect on what works and what can be improved upon. 
Classroom visits and sharing of student work and 
current practices will inform the development of the 
curriculum map and assessments. The overarching 
goal of the curriculum is to engage students in 
authentic art making through student-driven activities 
that promote student ownership of their own learning. 
 
Grades: PreK-12 
 
Team Member Requirements: Open to visual arts 
teachers who base their practice in the philosophy of 
choice-based/Teaching for Artistic Behaviors (TAB). 
 
Coaches: Sarah Willett and Bridget Bancroft 
 
Coach Bios: As the Visual Art teacher at Skinner 
North Classical Elementary, Sarah Willett has been 
using TAB and Choice-Based Art teaching 
methodologies for four years and has been teaching for 
eight years. Sarah participated in the MCA Teacher 
Institute in 2017. In 2018, Sarah was a Team Member 
in the Choice-Based Art/Teaching for Artistic Behavior 
CFE Study Group.  
 
Bridget Bancroft is the Visual Art teacher at Suder 
Montessori Magnet School. She has been using TAB 
and Choice-Based Art teaching methodologies for five 
years, and has been teaching art for nine. At her 
current school, she has developed Choice-Based 
curriculum that combines both TAB strategies and 
Montessori methods of providing choice to students. 
After completing her first CFE Study Group centered 
around TAB last year, Bridget felt inspired to continue 
to build and learn from the Choice Based art 
community within CPS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
 
 

EQ + IQ = SUCCESS! 
 
Description: Emotional intelligence does not 
only impact childrens’ ability to make friends at 
school, it impacts every aspect of their daily 
lives. Effective screening, intervention 
measures, and progress monitoring can greatly 
improve social behaviors, motivation, and 
academic success. This study group will utilize 
social emotional reference books and articles, 
dialogues, hands-on social emotional 
therapeutic activities, and EQ/SEL therapeutic 
worksheets that align with the Illinois State 
Social Emotional Learning Standards and the 
Common Core Learning Standards. Together 
participants will explore ways in which to 
enhance positive social behavior, reduce 
conduct problems, and improve academic 
performance. Members will gain a wealth of new 
strategies and valuable tools to promote 
emotional intelligence and social emotional 
learning. 
 
Grades: 4-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Donna Flanagan 
 
Coach Bio: Over the past 20 years with the 
Chicago Public Schools, Donna Flanagan has 
fulfilled many leadership roles. She has been 
honored to serve as a School Social Worker, 
School Social Work Coordinator, School Support 
Manager, and School Social Work Field 
Instructor for Master in Social Work (MSW) 
Interns. She has an MSW and M.Ed, and is a 
Licensed Clinical Social Worker with type 73 
certification in School Social Work and a type 75 
certification in School Administration. She has 
been actively involved with CFE and received 
numerous grants from the organization. 
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SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
 
 

TEACHING SEL THROUGH YOGA AND 
MINDFUL PRACTICE 

 
Description: Success in school requires not just 
academic knowledge and skills, but also a range 
of social and emotional learning (SEL) 
competencies. The focus of this study group is 
to increase teachers and students’ SEL 
competency through self-reflection, yoga, breath 
work, and SEL stories. Participants will learn 
SEL and mindful practices for teachers and 
students and evaluate their own SEL 
competency. In addition, the group will review 
sample SEL lesson plans and modify them to fit 
the needs of their classrooms. Members will 
gain hands-on experiences through peer 
teaching some of the sample SEL and 
movement activities.  
 
Grades: PreK-3 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Jenny Ma 
 
Coach Bio: Jenny Ma has been teaching at 
CPS for over ten years. In 2017, she became a 
certified Vinyasa yoga instructor after several 
years of practice. As a yogi and educator, Jenny 
experiences firsthand the physical and 
emotional benefits of a mindful practice. She 
combines yoga and mindful movement activities 
to increase students' SEL competency. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
 

DETERMINING SPECIAL EDUCATION  
MINUTES AND LRE 

 
Description: Most teachers agree on the 
supports (accommodations, goals) to provide, 
however, it is unclear how to determine the 
amount of time and placement of those 
supports. Without this guidance, students with 
the same or similar needs have extremely 
different minutes and settings across the district. 
This study group will review existing practices 
and research. After synthesizing the information, 
members will hold a symposium to grapple with 
what they have learned and discuss the 
implications of their application. Collectively, the 
group will ensure all stakeholder input is 
considered by gathering teachers, advocates, 
students, parents, and administrators. Finally, 
members will create a tool to share with schools 
and the district that  practitioners can use to help 
make difficult decisions more consistently. 
 
Grades: K-12 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Lisa Caputo Love 
 
Coach Bio: Lisa Caputo Love was a general 
education teacher before becoming a special 
education teacher in 2008. She has served in a 
variety of teacher leader roles, including MTSS 
Coordinator, Head of the Special Education 
Department at a school, Program Coordinator 
for an educational non-profit, CPS Teacher 
Advisory Council Member, Teach Plus Alumni, 
and Teacher Leadership Summit Planning 
Committee Member. Lisa has presented at 
several CFE Workshops, as well as led and 
participated in CFE Study Groups. She also 
completed Action Research on self 
determination through CFE. Lisa is an adjunct 
professor at Loyola University Chicago. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
 

TEACHING ROBOTICS TO ALL:  
DIVERSE LEARNERS COMMUNICATE, 

CREATE, AND CODE! 
 
Description: The study group will focus on 
using instructional methods for Diverse Learners 
with low incidence disabilities, such as visual 
strategies, CORE vocabulary boards, and 
communication boards, to effectively teach 
students to code programmable robots to 
achieve a targeted outcome. Participants will 
learn how to develop instructional materials, 
including communication books for coding, 
visual coding rules and schedules, and to select 
targeted CORE vocabulary for the lessons. 
Additionally, attendees will learn how to use a 
projector, tablets, programmable robots, objects 
such orange cones, and high and low 
technology communication devices to teach all 
students to pair program using free coding 
applications on tablets. Lessons will focus on  
how to differentiate for students with different 
learning styles, such as visual and kinesthetic 
learners. Participants will perform the roles of 
the student coders in small groups to create a 
code and then present for their peers. 
 
Grades: 3-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: Access to a 
bluetooth enabled device, such as a tablet. This 
study group is intended for Cluster Program 
Teachers, and beginners are welcome. 
 
Coach Name: Malka Frazin and Barbara 
Madonia  
 
Coach Bio: Malka Frazin and Barbara Madonia 
have been Cluster Program teachers at the 
same school for the past decade, and have 
collaborated on numerous projects. They were 
selected to participate in the pilot program for 
Computer Science for All, teaching coding to 
Diverse Learners in the Cluster Program.They 
have been trained in CORE vocabulary and 
structured teaching strategies, and using these 
strategies, Malka and Barbara created a unique 
modified coding curriculum for their students. 
 
 
 
 

STEM 
 
 

STARTING A FIRST LEGO  
LEAGUE ROBOTICS TEAM 

 
Description: Creating and programming an 
autonomous robot is a great way to engage 
students in STEM. This study group will help 
teachers start a FIRST LEGO League (FLL) 
team and develop student competencies in 
teamwork, community involvement, research, 
design, communication, budgeting and 
presentation. Content will cover teaching 
strategies, logistics, and the technology involved 
in starting an FLL robotics team. Specifically, 
Team Members will receive an overview of the 
FLL program, steps and timelines for registering 
and participating in the competition season, 
budget considerations and possible funding 
sources, student engagement and learning 
strategies, ideas for meeting the needs of 
various student populations, hand-on experience 
with strategizing, building, coding, testing and 
refining LEGO robots to solve missions, and 
familiarity with online and other resources to 
support FLL coaches. 
 
Grades: 4-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: Prior 
background in robotics and coding is not 
needed. 
 
Coach Name: Joan E Mendelson 
 
Coach Bio: Joan Mendelson is the Technology 
Teacher and Robotics Coach at Lorca 
Elementary School. This is her tenth year of 
teaching and fourth year of coaching a FIRST 
LEGO League team. As a former software 
developer, Joan has a passion for teaching 
coding and other STEM skills through robotics, 
animation, game creation, and other engaging 
activities. Joan also serves on CPS’s Computer 
Science for All Teacher Advisory Committee to 
help improve access and equity in technology 
education. 
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STEM 
 
 

MASTERING STEM HABITS OF MIND  
IN PROJECT-BASED LEARNING 

 
Description: This study group will focus on a 
theoretical and practical exploration of best 
practices in teaching STEM. Recognizing a 
basic premise that there are 16 “habits” that are 
essential in order to be a successful learner, 
Team Members will learn about these habits and 
how to effectively teach them in a STEM 
classroom. While there are many content 
objectives for each of the STEM disciplines at 
every grade level, an underlying framework 
which applies to every subject was created by 
Costa and Kallick in their book, Habits of Mind 
Across the Curriculum: Practical and Creative 
Strategies for Teachers. Costa and Kallick’s 
framework details 16 “habits” which are 
essential for successful learners and should be 
explicitly taught to students just as one would 
teach the alphabet or the periodic table. These 
habits enable students to excel in challenging 
subjects such as math and science, and are 
particularly relevant in a STEM classroom.   
 
Grades: 1-6 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Anna Puleo McGowan 
 
Coach Bio: Anna Puleo McGowan is a K-8 
STEM teacher at Sauganash Elementary 
School.  She has taught STEM for the past five 
years, and this is her fourth year leading this 
CFE Study Group. Anna holds a certificate in 
STEM Teaching and Leadership from the MSU-
Wipro Urban STEM program, and has taught 6-8 
grade science in the Chicago Public Schools. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WORLD LANGUAGE 
 

 
HERITAGE LEARNERS AND 

DIFFERENTIATION IN THE ELEMENTARY 
WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSROOM 

 
Description: Study group sessions will explore 
heritage learner profiles and best practices that 
support biliteracy from research and texts. 
Members will work collaboratively to develop 
plans for the implementation of various 
differentiation strategies and ideas. Because 
differentiation in the World Language (WL) 
classroom can be overwhelming, the purpose of 
this group is to help teachers define what is 
accessible to them and design short and long 
term plans pertaining to differentiating with 
heritage learners in mind. Team Members will 
participate in activities that address the various 
modes of communication: listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing. Additionally, teachers will 
explore the use of technology in the classroom 
as a tool in differentiation. Team Members’ own 
experiences and strategies will help them build a 
differentiation toolbox. The outcome will be a 
collaborative effort in which Team Members gain 
access to strategies and ideas that can be 
readily implemented in their own classrooms. 
 
Grades: 4-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: A comfort level 
with Google Docs and Google Drive is 
necessary. 
 
Coach Name: Denise Hernández 
 
Coach Bio: Denise Hernández has worked as 
elementary World Language teacher for the past 
six years at Pulaski International School of 
Chicago. This has given her the opportunity to 
work with Spanish heritage learners in the Gifted 
Bilingual Program. She is also the current 
Bilingual Coordinator and Gifted Bilingual 
Coordinator at Pulaski. As a 2018-2019 Action 
Research Leadership Institute (ARLI) Fellow, 
Denise researched heritage learning and 
curriculum. 
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SCHOOL-BASED STUDY GROUPS 
Restricted to applicants from the schools noted in each description 
 
 

BOONE ES 
 
 

EMBRACING DIVERSITY THROUGH THE ARTS 
 
Description: This group’s focus on using the arts to teach 
about diversity will put the student at the center of their 
own learning as they will be physically involved in creating 
visual art works, learning folk, performing music by singing 
in multiple languages, writing dramatic scenes, and 
engaging in photographic journalism projects. Following up 
on a year-long focus on Arts Integration at Boone 
Elementary, all of our teachers, not just our arts teachers, 
will be able to involve students in projects like these that 
are tied not only to Illinois Arts Learning Standards, but 
also to Academic Standards in other core subjects. 
Teachers will learn about ways to make meaningful and 
respectful presentations of work in their classrooms by 
displaying artwork and hosting small-scale performances. 
The entire school will work together to create an 
“International Show” that shares work with our school 
community and engages parents in the learning process 
as well as students. We will also work to create additional 
presentation and performance opportunities that highlight 
the diversity of our student body, focusing on our Middle 
Eastern and Latin American families, and showcasing 
Black History. We will be open our teachers’ ideas and 
experiences with their students and will provide a common 
meeting place to share lessons and bring multiple 
viewpoints together with the common goal of enriching the 
culture of our school while teaching students to be 
respectful and accepting of others. 
 
Subject Focus: Performing & Visual Arts 
 
Grades: 1-6 
 
Team Member Requirements: Access to a computer 
and familiarity with Google Drive is necessary. 
 
Coach Name: Mark Donlin 
 
Coach Bio: Mark Donlin has been teaching K-8 Music 
Education in CPS for six years and hold an additional 
endorsement in ESL. Working with diverse school 
populations has fueled his passion for cultivating his 
curriculum in a way that both encourages students to be 
proud of who they are while also being respectful of 
students who are different than themselves.  Mark is an 
active participant in both Arts Integration and 
Diversity/Equity Professional Learning Communities at his 
school and he hopes to bring their focuses to a common 
mission with this study group. He is nationally certified in 
Orff-Schulwerk, a music education approach that 
encourages student engagement and is highly focused on 
learning through active performance in the classroom. 
Mark has a Master's Degree from Northwestern University 
in Vocal Performance/Opera. 

 
COONLEY ES 

 
 

DIFFERENTIATION IN THE 
INCLUSIVE CLASSROOM 

 
Description: Using a mentor text, group members 
will explore their professional practice to determine 
how it meets the needs of all students. As we discuss 
our diverse group of students, teachers will determine 
their varying needs and how they can best support 
them. A key focus will be the use of differentiation to 
address each child in the classroom. The group will 
have the opportunity to analyze individual and school-
wide data to determine trends and make necessary 
changes to their practice. Based on an understanding 
of formative assessment, participants will analyze 
data to more effectively group students and plan small 
group instruction. In addition, teachers will identify 
possible resources or supports that may assist in 
tailoring instruction to meet instructional goals. 
Classroom visits and peer observations will allow 
deeper insight into the strategies that are being 
implemented across content areas and grade-bands. 
 
Subject Focus: Cross-Disciplinary 
 
Grades: K-3 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Abigail Clifford 
 
Coach Bio: Abigail Clifford has been teaching grades 
K-2 in CPS for 15 years. She recently renewed her 
National Board Certification as an Early Childhood 
Generalist. For the past eight years, as a facilitator, 
she has continued to work with candidates seeking 
National Board Certification. In this role, she has 
enjoyed assisting others in analyzing their teaching 
practice and identifying best practices in the field. She 
truly enjoys collaborating with teachers and 
discussing child development, content, and 
pedagogy. 
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MCCUTCHEON ES BRANCH 
 
 

SCIENCE IS EVERYWHERE! YOU CAN'T 
ESCAPE IT! 

 
Description: This group will explore the Problem-
Based-Learning (PBL) approach to learning science. 
PBL positively impacts students of all ages by 
allowing them to more easily make real-world 
connections through a multidisciplinary curricular 
format. Group members will collaborate on 
strengthening our school's science curriculum 
across grade bands so that our students receive 
sufficient science instruction that is more cohesive to 
fill in our students' learning gaps. Together, teachers 
will develop multidisciplinary units for our students to 
investigate various science disciplines while learning 
how to guide our students towards devising their 
own solutions towards real-world problems, such as 
access to safe potable water and finding alternative 
sources of energy to combat climate change. 
Through grant writing, participants will establish and 
strengthen our existing sustainable collaborative 
relationships with STEM organizations. Sessions will 
include video analysis of our own classroom 
practices, shared readings of NGSS research-based 
articles, analysis of our own students' work samples, 
a visit to the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum, and 
ongoing collaboration on improving our science 
curriculum. Technology integration will be explored 
when learning how to extend our students' science 
inquiry beyond our school's classrooms through 
applications, such as Skype in the Classroom.  
 
Subject Focus: Science 
 
Grades: 1-6 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Gerard Kovach 
 
Coach Bio: A 17 year teaching veteran who loves 
sharing ideas and learning with other inspiring 
teachers, Gerard Kovach has acquired years of 
experience teaching science, language arts, and 
social studies. He has been part of CPS district level 
NGSS curricular planning, and has participated in or 
coached previous CFE Study Groups. His passion 
for learning and the  
teaching profession has rewarded him with a 
Golden Apple Fellowship, MSUrbanSTEM 
Fellowship, and National Board Certification in 
Adolescent English Language Arts. 
 
 
 

MURPHY ARTS ES 
 
 

MAKE MATH DAILY 3 WORK FOR YOU! 
 
Description: The Daily 5, which incorporates 
Math Daily 3 to explore the basic principles of 
Math Daily 3 in the classroom, will be central to 
the study group. Team Members will review 
articles and videos, and discuss their 
experiences with math teaching, best practices, 
and student engagement while making sure they 
are in alignment with the Common Core 
Standards. Teachers will use their current math 
curriculum to ensure coverage of the standards 
across grade levels. Additionally, they will review 
math games and writing activities, and create a 
repertoire of materials they can utilize and 
differentiate with our students. 
 
Subject Focus: Math 
 
Grades: PreK-3 
 
Team Member Requirements: A familiarity with 
or access to your math curriculum as well as 
comfort level with Google Drive are required. 
 
Coach Name: Bridget DeLeshe 
 
Coach Bio: A teacher in the primary grades for 
23 years, Bridget DeLeshe has been using The 
Daily 5 and Math Daily 3 for more than five 
years. She loves math and is always looking for 
engaging ways to get students working with 
numbers and thinking differently about math and 
all of its aspects. 
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PRIETO MATH & SCIENCE ES 

 
 

EUREKA! LET'S TEACH THROUGH 
PROBLEM SOLVING 

 
Description: In this study group, teachers will 
conduct a deep analysis and application of 
teaching math through problem solving (TTP) 
using the Eureka Math curriculum. We will work 
together to implement this rigorous, standards-
aligned curriculum using the strong teaching 
pedagogy of TTP. Team Members will learn 
effective strategies to teach math through 
problem solving by using and adapting this 
curriculum to meet our scholars' needs. 
Teachers will share ideas, plan, and provide 
feedback to one another. By  providing the 
structure for a group of committed teachers 
across grades to collaborate, this study group 
will allow our students to build on previous 
learning and provide a comprehensive, cohesive 
mathematical experience for our scholars. 
 
Subject Focus: Math 
 
Grades: 1-6 
 
Team Member Requirements: Must be a Prieto 
math teacher. 
 
Coach Name: Alex Johansen Laughlin 
 
Coach Bio: Alex Johansen Laughlin is a 5th 
grade math and science teacher at Dr. Jorge 
Prieto Math and Science Academy. While she 
has taught several grades and subjects, she is 
most passionate about fourth and fifth grade 
math. Alex has been a lesson study leader and 
facilitator through collaboration with the Chicago 
Lesson Study Alliance and Mills College. 
Through lesson study, Alex has taught public 
research lessons and demonstration lessons 
over the past five years, and most recently 
taught at the 2017 National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics (NCTM) Regional Conference in 
Chicago. Alex served as a CFE Study Group 
Coach in 2018, and is excited to collaborate with 
additional colleagues through this opportunity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RYDER ES 

 
 

UNDERSTANDING PERSONALIZED 
LEARNING 

 
Description: According to LEAP, personalized 
learning places every student in the driver’s 
seat, actively integrating their needs, strengths, 
and interests into their learning. In this study 
group, participants will develop an 
understanding of the four pillars of the LEAP 
program; Learner Focused, Learner Led, 
Learner Demonstrated, and Learner Connected. 
This will be accomplished through hands-on 
activities and by researching, discussing, and 
collaborating on selecting the right computer- 
based learning programs to help teachers collect 
relevant data that allow for personalized 
learning. Team Members will take a close look 
at the importance of relationships and discuss 
ways to build relationships while implementing 
social emotional learning into the classrooms to 
ensure every student feels safe and welcome to 
learn. 
 
Subject Focus: Cross-Disciplinary 
 
Grades: 4-8 
 
Team Member Requirements: None 
 
Coach Name: Kristin Appiah-Word and Kelli 
Stanley 
 
Coach Bio: Kristin Appiah-Word has been a 
CPS teacher for 23 years. She has taught 
multiple grade levels in the general educational 
setting and as well as special education.  Kelli 
Stanley has been teaching for 13 years in 
private schools and the last three years she has 
taught special education for CPS. Both women 
are members of LEAP cohort 6 at Ryder 
Elementary School and are excited to bring their 
knowledge of personalized learning to enhance 
the study group. 
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VOLTA ES 

 
IT'S ALL ABOUT THE MINDSET! 

 
Description: Teachers will be provided with 
opportunities to demonstrate Standards for 
Mathematical Practices, as well as their math 
content Common Core State Standards from 
corresponding grade levels that they teach. 
There will be various instructional methods to 
this study group: 
 
1. Examining the current math curriculum map 
and unit plan and/or creating one to target what 
is important math content that should be taught 
at the grade level.  
2. Looking at the current curriculum and 
comparing to the curriculum map to pace math 
units/lessons throughout the school year.  
3. Fostering a growth mindset and creating best 
math learning environment.  
4. Embeding math resources that encourage 
students to be problem solvers beyond the 
curriculum.  
5. Increasing meaningful conversations in math 
class that are frequently preplanned by 
teachers. 
 
Subject Focus: Math 
 
Grades: 3-5 
 
Team Member Requirements: Teachers who 
are new to teaching math in grades 3-5 
 
Coach Name: Eu Tang 
 
Coach Bio: Eu Tang has taught middle school 
math for 12 years. Through her participation in 
CFE Study Groups and as a teacher leader for 
math in middle grades, she has developed a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to share 
with other math teachers of younger grades. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Dates and Deadlines 

Application Available: March 27, 2019 
Application Due: April 22, 2019 
Notifications Sent: Mid-May 2019 
Meetings and Implementation: June 
through November 2019 

 
 
 

Questions? 
 

• Refer to CFE’s Team Member  
Grant information page HERE 

• Email cfe@cfegrants.org 
• Call 312-670-2323 
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