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 With diving restrictions in place
 across the country the Manta Trust
 has been checking up on Manta
 Point by drone, searching for surface
 feeding behavior and capturing
beautiful photos along the way
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CORAL BLEACHING
The average water temperature in the Maldives 
generally falls between 29 and 30 degrees Celsius. 
However, in March, we often see a seasonal rise 
which can reach 31 or even 32 degrees Celsius in 
shallow water. Although this might sound like a 
dream for those used to the colder shores of the North 
Sea, it’s a nightmare for Laamu’s corals. The rise in 
temperature often results in bleaching, a temporary 
state of stress for corals. 

In order to monitor the extent to which this warmer 
sea temperature is affecting Laamu’s coral reefs, we 
have been recording data on Six Senses Laamu’s 
house reef. First, we removed, re-set and replaced the 
light and temperature loggers, which are placed on 
the reef at depths of 5m and 12m. In addition, 
we marked some permanent quadrats around small 
areas of corals and are monitoring these spots by 
taking composite photographs. These photos will 
allow us to see which corals are bleaching, how many 
recover and how many do not.

In times like this we’re really learning the value of 
working together and adapting. Seeing as diving 
activities are currently restricted in the Maldives, 
our Manta Trust teammates kindly offered their RUV 
(Remote Underwater Video) equipment to assist with 
this project. The camera will film a time-lapse of one 
area of coral as it loses color with rising temperatures. 
This will be used as an educational tool for both our 
guests and local school visits.

REMEMBERING 
SHELLEY
Being a great marine biologist does not 
necessarily make you a great marine biology 
teacher. In fact, its often the opposite. So, how 
do you teach people about marine biology? 
You find yourself a Shelley. 

Shelley joined the MUI team at Six Senses 
Laamu in May 2018 as our first ever Guest 
Education Intern. With an impressive resume 
of experience in science communication, 
her task was to improve our marine biology 
guest experiences, in addition to community 
outreach and education. The impact she 
made in just a few months of her internship 
was nothing short of incredible and led to her 
permanent position on the MUI team as our 
first ever Guest Education Coordinator. 

Every day she spent in Laamu Shelley 
provided unforgettable experiences for 
our guests and continuously inspired the 
entire team to do the same. She hosted 
workshops and one-on-one coaching for us 
all on how best to communicate science to 
all ages, nationalities and situations. Above 
all, Shelley believed that every interaction, 
no matter how short, is an opportunity to 
inspire, educate and motivate. 

From revamping guest presentations and snorkel 
briefings, to producing the wackiest of festive activities, 
Shelley revolutionized the way marine biology should 
be taught. Her biggest legacy at Six Senses Laamu is, 
without a doubt, the creation of our Junior Marine 
Biology program. In 2018 Shelley designed, created, 
and launched this program which has gone on to 
become one of our most sought-after guest experiences. 
It has now take taken off beyond the boundaries of 
Laamu and, over the last month, more than 80 children 
around the world have been tuning in for the Junior 
Marine Biology course online. This is an education most 
children may not have otherwise been able to receive 
and thus, is an achievement we know Shelly would be 
so proud of. 

Her devotion to science communication was evident 
through her dedication towards inspiring not only 
our guests, but also Laamu’s community and next 
generation. A memory we will never forget is Shells 
spearheading the education zones of Laamu turtle 
festival 2018 and Laamufaru festival 2019. The audience 
of approximately 2,500 students, teachers and parents 
naturally gravitated towards her vibrance and the 
endless engaging activities she had created. 

Unfortunately, Shelley left Laamu in October 2019 
when she moved home to seek medical treatment. In 
April 2020, after 6 months of preserving with a level of 
resilience and positivity that only Shelley could of have 
had, she sadly lost her battle with cancer. She is dearly 
missed by the whole team at Six Senses Laamu, however 
she will continue to inspire and guide us through her 
teaching, legacy and unwavering friendship.



Marine Biology &  Sustainability Newsletter 
Six Senses Laamu

Marine Biology &  Sustainability Newsletter 
Six Senses Laamu4 5

Early in April, our turtle biologist 
received a call to attend to two 
turtles that had washed up 
entangled in a ghost net near our 
over water villas.

The hawksbill and olive ridley 
were speedily assessed and both 
were able to be released the same 
day. The hawksbill had sustained 
only minor injuries and was 
very keen to make his way back 
to the reef. The olive ridley had 
sustained slightly deeper cuts to 
her front flippers, however the 
wounds were healing well, and 
she was able to use both flippers 
successfully. Following a more 
tentative return to the water, she 
dived and headed back towards 
the open ocean.

Our turtle biologist collected 
measurements and other data 
from the ghost net to add to 
Olive Ridley Project’s ghost net 
database. This helps ORP to 
determine the origin of ghost nets, 
and determine which nets are most 
likely to entangle turtles and other 
marine animals. ORP can then 
use this information to work with 
fisheries and net manufacturers to 
reduce net loss and the likelihood 
of entanglement.

TWO 
ENTANGLED 
TURTLES

At the end of April, our first turtle nest 
of the 2020 nesting season hatched! With 
no guests on the island, we took the 
opportunity to invite hosts to witness 
the little ones run to the ocean. Although 
at first appearing a little sleepy, the 
hatchlings were exceptionally speedy, 
and the nest looked to have been very 
successful. When we excavated the nest a 
few days later, we counted 116 eggs, 112 
of which had hatched - 97% of the eggs 
laid had hatched successfully, a fantastic 
result! Check out a video of the hatching 
event here. We will try capture the next 
nest hatching event live on the Six Senses 
Laamu facebook channel so you can join 
the fun from home. 

FIRST TURTLE 
NEST HATCHES 
AT SIX SENSES 
LAAMU

PARTNERSHIP 
RENEWAL
At the beginning of April, Six 
Senses Laamu renewed its 
partnership with Olive Ridley 
Project. ORP are thrilled to be able 
to continue their work at the resort 
and look forward to helping more 
entangled turtles and continuing 
their research into the foraging 
and nesting turtle populations of 
Laamu.

https://www.facebook.com/MaldivesUnderwaterInitiative/videos/1564747257013494/
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During this time of quarantine around the world, 
the Manta Trust has been hosting interactive 
online activities for kids through the Manta Trust 
Kid’s Club. During April, their mascot, Marvin 
the Manta Ray, visited Six Senses Laamu virtually 
to help kids learn about research with Remote 
Underwater Video Cameras (RUVs). 

The team in Laamu uses RUVs to record what 
happens at cleaning stations between dives. 
The activity with the RUV footage gave kids the 
chance to analyze data and count different fish 
species.  Using a fish identification sheet, the kids 
were tasked with looking at the biodiversity at the 
cleaning stations and counting manta rays in the 
footage.   It’s always a surprise what you might 
catch on the cameras and our team in Laamu 
really enjoys reviewing the footage to see what 
the fish are up to when divers aren’t around.  In 
2019, they recorded more than 50 sightings of 
manta rays using these cameras! 

ONLINE MANTA 
RAY ACTIVITIES

Kids following Marvin’s journey around the 
world can mark off all of their activities on 
a map and enter to win manta ray themed 
prizes by sharing their work with the Manta 
Trust.  For more information visit  the Manta 
Trust kids club website here.  
  
This month, the team also recorded a manta 
ray episode for the Six Senses Laamu Junior 
Marine Biology Online program. This was 
released in early May and the team can’t wait 
to see the work of kids participating in the 
program!  

RESEARCH AROUND 
OLHUVELI ISLAND
With the current diving restrictions, manta research in Laamu 
is limited. However, the team has continued to conduct aerial 
surveys to search for the gentle giants near the resort.  The 
team has also been using this time to focus on analyzing the 
data from 2019 and collaborating with the rest of MUI to 
support research projects around Olhuveli Island. 

The Manta Trust is fortunate to own scientific research 
equipment including a drone and multiple RUV camera set 
ups. During April, these tools were used to record aerial 
footage for seagrass surveys and time lapse footage for coral 
bleaching studies around the island.  Our Manta Trust Project 
manager has also been learning new skills herself by assisting 
with seagrass surveys in the shallow lagoons and helping with 
beach profiles to record data on the sediment dynamics of the 
island!  

https://www.mantatrust.org/kids-club
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WORKING 
REMOTELY 
Like so many other teams 
around the world, we are 

CONTINUED 
SUPPORT OF 
LAAMU’S 
FISHERMEN

adapting to a new way of working. BLUE’s team based at Six 
Senses Laamu has moved off island and has set-up remote 
working arrangements for this period. Whilst they may be 
physically further from the rest of the team, their Laamu 
focused work definitely hasn’t slowed down. Stay tuned 
for more updates about the exciting new initiatives they are 
working on. 

Due to the travel restrictions, there are currently 
no guests at Six Senses Laamu. However, with the 
backing of BLUE, the resort continues to support 
the responsible reef fishermen who have signed 
up for the ‘Laamaseelu Masveriya’ program. Fish 
are still being purchased from these local artisanal 
fishers during this period and, thanks to their hard 
work, the resort staff remain fed with sustainable 
and fresh fish. Read more about this program here.

2020 OCEAN 
AWARDS
The 2020 Ocean Awards, jointly 
organized by BLUE and Boat 
International, was held virtually this 
year. This celebration recognizes the 

OCEAN 
PODCASTS 
Looking for some new content 
to keep you company on your 
morning run or evening walk? 
You can listen to BLUE’s work 
being discussed in depth via 
podcasts on iTunes, Spotify and 
Podbean. In their first episode, 
Morven Robertson and Jo 
Coumbe discuss the drive behind 
BLUE’s #LocalFishForDinner 
campaign. 

people and organizations who work 
tirelessly to help address the crisis in 
our oceans. From schoolchildren in 
French Polynesia, to the revolutionary 
MiCO System and the CEO of Oceana, 
these stories provided ocean lovers 
around the world with a much-needed 
boost of inspiration. Learn more about 
this year’s deserving winners here.

https://www.bluemarinefoundation.com/2020/02/14/reef-fishermen-sign-up-to-code-of-conduct-in-maldivian-first/
https://bluemarinefoundation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mdjnjk-tlxhukttd-k/
https://open.spotify.com/show/6MyteoS9qoHFDufMbwdQsD
https://bluemarinefoundation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mdjnjk-tlxhukttd-o/
https://bluemarinefoundation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mdjnjk-tlxhukttd-b/
https://bluemarinefoundation.cmail19.com/t/d-l-mdjnjk-tlxhukttd-y/
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SUSTAINABILITY 
& COMMUNITY

NEW GREEN 
FINGERS
Due to the current travel ban in Maldives 
Adam, our community outreach and 
education officer, is unable to head into 
the community. So, instead he has been 
stretching his green fingers. Adam has 
taken on responsibility for Six Senses 
Laamu’s Leaf garden, alongside the Earth 
Lab team. This garden provides fresh herbs, 
leaves and mushrooms for the island. 

During this time of fewer people to feed, 
it’s an opportunity to renovate the area. 
Our mushroom hut has seen a complete 
renewal, there has been a redesign of the 
banana garden and sugar cane area, and 
the team has started experimenting with 
micro-greens, beans, ginger and other new 
produce. This month Olhuveli Island also 
provided 100 coconuts to our host canteen. 
When not in the garden, Adam and the 
team have been testing out a different 
way to compost our green waste and have 
installed 35 barrels for natural hot compost.

GLASS 
CRUSHING
Have you seen the table tops, light 
covers and serving dishes in our 
guest restaurants? These are all 
made on island from crushed glass 
and resin. In April the Earth Lab 

team, like our gardening team, also gained some new members many of 
whom are our friends from the spa who aren’t able to treat guests at the 
moment. Together, this new dream team crushed an impressive 4,000 
glass bottles in April, which are now ready to be recycled in to various 
items. 

When we welcome guests back the resort will have undergone a 
sensational amount of renovation, including new pools, roofing 
and jetties, but the small stuff from our crushed glass projects won’t 
go unnoticed either. The perfect final touch to welcome you home to 
Laamu.

MORE WATER 
FILTERS IN LAAMU
Although we cannot travel to other island ourselves, the Six Senses 
Sustainability fund is still making an impact in Laamu’s community. 
In the last month, water filters financed by the Six Senses Laamu Water 
Fund have been installed at four mosques and a council office in Laamu 
Fonadhoo, and at Laamu Kunahandhoo Health Centre. These water 
filtration stations will provide free, safe drinking water to community 
members, helping Laamu reach its goal of being Plastic Free.
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 To learn more about Six Senses Laamu marine conservation and 
sustainability initiatives please contact

Leanna Crowley
Marketing Communications Manager

marcom-laamu@sixsenses.com

Phillipa Roe
Head Marine Biologist

marineteam-laamu@sixsenses.com

To stay up to date with the latest news, events and
 visiting experts follow Six Senses Laamu, Maldives Underwater Initiative 

and Deep Blue Divers on social media

Six Senses Laamu
Olhuveli Island, Laamu Atoll, Maldives

T +960 680 0800
F +960 680 0801

www.sixsenses.com


