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PC(USA) Responses to Covid-19 Pandemic 
General Assembly Changes 
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 224th General 
Assembly (2020) will be held entirely online.  The Committee 
on the Office of the General Assembly (COGA) and Office of 
the General Assembly (OGA) staff are working diligently to 
transition the assembly to an online format for participants and 
observers.  The assembly will take place over three days; Friday, 
June 19; and Friday and Saturday, June 26 and 27. 

The PCUSA joins100 advocacy organizations 
in writing to the US Government
In a March 31, 2020 letter to the US Secretary of State and the 
Acting Secretary of Homeland Security, PC(USA) Office of 
Public Witness joined a list of other advocacy organizations to 
request that refugees and individuals who possess or are 
applying for visas, parole, and entry permits, are not unjustly 
affected by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic.  
Specifics in the letter include a request to take all action 
afforded by law to extend validity periods and deadlines that 
will pass before the end of the current global pandemic and 
travel restrictions; to decide, as a matter of policy, to wait to 
terminate pending visa petitions under INA Section 203(g) until 
after the U.S. travel restrictions are lifted and the virus moves to 
a post-pandemic stage; to continue processing and issuance of 
humanitarian-based immigration benefits to the extent such 
processing is unaffected by the COVID-19 pandemic and 
extend security check validity periods for refugees and special 
immigrants.  (To read the full letter and view the co-signers, 
email kt254@gmail.com and I will send you the link.) 
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Calendar Items 

Saturday, May 16 - Peace & 
Global Witness Partnership 
will meet online at 10 a.m.   If 

you would like to join us, 

please email Karen Turney - 

kt2654@gmail.com to get 

ZOOM instructions 

Monday, June 22 - Join 

Churches for Middle East 
Peace  for a one-day digital 

conference via Zoom -  Equal 

in God’s Eyes - Keynote 

speakers are Jeremy Ben-Ami, 

President of J Street and Dima 

Khalidi, founder and director 

of Palestine Legal. 

To register and for ticket prices 

contact Churches for Middle East 

Peace, 110 Maryland Ave NE, 

Suite 311, Washington, DC 

20002, 202-543-1222, 

info@cmep.org, website - 

www.cmep.org 
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance webinar program 

Building Resilience Webinar for Faith Leaders is a one- hour 
program designed to increase participants’ understanding of 
their own signs of stress and to teach in-the-moment tools to 
engage the relaxation response in body and mind. This webinar 
is designed for faith leaders in this season of COVID-19 and will 
engage participants in responding to questions and prompts to 
help create a personalized self- care and resilience-building 
plan, with attention to the particular issues facing faith leaders 
and awareness of the importance of the spiritual life which 
guides us all. Those attending will build on their experience 
while practicing new tools that have been shown to be effective 
in sustaining our capacity to serve in the midst of challenging 
circumstances. View/download the webinar recording. 

Support For our friends at the Stewart 
Detention Center 
(From New Sanctuary Movement of Atlanta) 
1.We are accepting handmade masks for our friends coming out 
of detention and the volunteers who are supporting them. Go 
here for guidelines. 
2.We want our friends inside Stewart to know they are neither 
alone nor forgotten. We have put money on their telephone 
accounts, so they can call their loved ones. We are in the 
process of putting money on their commissary accounts, so they 
can buy hand sanitizer, food, hygiene products, and other items. 
Go here to donate. 
Has Your Congregation Been Counted? 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S. Census Bureau is 
extending operations for the 2020 Census by four months - until 
October 31st.    To keep both the public and its workers safe, the 
Bureau has delayed in person delivery of census forms to June 
and July. However, households do not have to wait for that 
visit. They can respond any time either online 
(www.my2020census.gov) or by phone. 

The count is used to decide how much federal funding is 
allocated to programs Georgians rely on, like Medicaid, SNAP, 
and free and reduced school lunch. More so, the count 
determines job availability, how much food and medicine is 
stocked in stores, and where a grocery store is built. 
Undercounting can have unintended consequences, such as 
food deserts. Ensuring an accurate count of every person in the 
state is critical to ensuring our state is prepared to respond to 
future crises like the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Mission Co-Workers 
Called Home 

(Excerpt from Newsletter from 
Nancy and Shelvis Smith-Mather)  

Less than one week after I 
returned to the UK from East 
Africa, the PC(USA) called all 
international staff back to the US. 
 The borders were closing.  We 
booked a flight Friday night, put 
the kids to bed, packed, and left 
Saturday morning.  We thank God 
family welcomed us back (from a 
distance), and the Mission Haven 
community prepared a home for 
us in Decatur, Georgia.  North Ave 
Presbyterian Church stocked our 
home with food before we 
arrived, even dropping off crafts 
for the kids to enjoy during our 14 
days of quarantine.  We felt 
deeply loved and grateful.  Thank 
you! 

Message From PPF 
The Presbyterian Peace Foundation 
is working on a new 6 session 
study that will include what they 
have learned about talking in the 
church about gun violence; new 
resources; the relationship between 
gun violence and race; the impact 
of domestic gun violence on 
women and children; new action 
ideas and new ways to covenant 
for an inclusive conversation and a 
range of perspectives.  If you would 
like to participate piloting the new 
curriculum, contact 
gvp@presbypeacefellowship.org 
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