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Statement from the PC(USA) 
Special Committee on Racism
(June 25, 2020) While recognizing that racism victimizes many 
different racial ethnic groups, we acknowledge its unique 
impact on the African American community. Given the 
particular forms that anti-black racism has taken in the United 
States of America both historically (including slavery and Jim 
Crow) and today (including mass incarceration, 
disproportionate policing, economic inequality, and continuing 
acts of racially oriented violence and hate), we state clearly: 
GOD LOVES BLACKNESS. Too many have denied this basic 
truth for too long. Our choice to align ourselves with love and 
not hate requires both a rejection of racism and a positive 
proclamation that God delights in black lives.

The PC(USA) Special Committee on Racism Truth and 
Reconciliation calls for justice for those who have been and 
continue to be impacted and injured by the unjust structures of 
racism and oppression.

We call for our denomination and society to commit to 
engaging in the work and practice of eliminating racism.
We call the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to a season of 
repentance for its complicity in the horrific history and unjust 
treatment of people of color, which continues to this day.
We call for white people to recognize their privilege in society 
and engage in the work of eliminating racism and racist acts 
against people of color.

21 Day Race Equity Challenge
Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, North Carolina  
shared this antiracism resource and it has been embraced by 
people of faith across the country.  For 21 straight days, you will 
choose 1 reading, video, or podcast from this list. https://
myersparkpres.org/project/better-when-were-back-together/  
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Calendar Items 

Sunday, July 12 - 3-5 pm - 

Compassionate Atlanta online 

conversation on representation 

and belonging in the Atlanta 

community.- If you identify at 

the intersection of disability 

and LGBTQIA+.  

Compassionate Atlanta, 

SOJOURN, Atlanta Pride, and 

Global Ubuntu invite you to a 

conversation that could change 

our community. Change begins 

with connecting with others 

through dialogue. To register 

go to Compassionate Atlanta 

website or FB page. 

Saturday, August 8 - Peace & 
Global Witness Partnership 
Meeting at 10 a.m. (no 

meeting in July)    We will have 

a book report on The Book of 

Forgiving: The Fourfold Path 

for Healing Ourselves and 

Our World by Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu.  

(Check August newsletter for 

meeting location)

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS PARTNERSHIP 
NEWSLETTER 

 JULY 2020 

https://ndpc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=715439f14d6dbffe3083c75e8&id=d24e60f148&e=93e3547cda
https://ndpc.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=715439f14d6dbffe3083c75e8&id=d24e60f148&e=93e3547cda


July 2020

Update about International Peacemakers 
Program 
(The following is from an email from Carl Horton, Coordinator of 
Mission at PC(USA) in Louisville) ..... 
 Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ, and 
greetings from the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in this very strange and 
disorienting time of the global Covid-19 pandemic.   
  
 I am writing to inform you that for a number of good 
reasons we have made the decision to cancel the 2020 
International Peacemakers itineration for this Fall.  The 
PC(USA) has taken the wise step to place a moratorium on 
all international and domestic work-related travel.  
Furthermore we know from many of you that gatherings this 
Fall would be difficult. 
  
For this Fall we are working on a 2 week “International 
Peacemaker Symposium” of virtual interviews, panel 
discussions and presentations featuring peacemakers from 
our recent past.  It  will be a chance for you to catch up with 
and hear more from some of the peacemakers you have 
hosted over the years.  More information to come about that. 
  
Finally, we just completed a global virtual choir of 
peacemakers including past International Peacemakers and 
their hosts, participants in our Travel Study Seminars and 
Mosaic of Peace Conferences in Israel and Palestine, and 
friends and colleagues of our Program.  You can find it on our 
YouTube channel here:  https://youtu.be/j1pOkb9G2Ds.  
We have also posted it on our Facebook page. https://
www.facebook.com/PresbyterianPeacemakingProgram  We 
hope you enjoy it! 

Another Important Resource 
The Georgia COVID-19 Emotional Support Line provides 
free and confidential assistance to callers needing emotional 
support or resources information as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Emotional Support Line is staffed by 
volunteers including mental health professionals and others 
who have received training in crisis counseling. Hours of 
operation: 8 a.m. - 11 p.m. Call (866)399.8938.  Georgia 
Emotional Support Resources 
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Contacts for 
Resource 
Organizations 

In the next few issues we will 

give listings of resource 

organizations that might be 

helpful to you for ongoing 

discussions of peace and 

justice topics or with whom 

you might partner in ministry:

Georgia Justice Project  
strengthens our community 
by demonstrating a better 
way to represent and 
support individuals in the 
criminal justice system and 
reduce barriers to reentry. 
 GJP promotes innovative 
change through direct legal 
representation, policy 
advocacy, education and 
coalition building. 
(www.gjp.org) 

Georgia Interfaith Public 
Policy Center- non-profit 
organization that educates, 
communicates, represents 
and mobilizes Georgia’s 
interfaith community - (see 
their FB page for more info) 

Georgia Equality - mission 
is to advance fairness, safety 
and opportunity for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and 
transgender communities 
and our allies throughout 
the state  
(georgiaequality.org) 

http://www.gjp.org
http://georgiaequality.org
http://www.gjp.org
http://georgiaequality.org
https://youtu.be/j1pOkb9G2Ds
https://www.facebook.com/PresbyterianPeacemakingProgram
https://www.facebook.com/PresbyterianPeacemakingProgram
x-apple-data-detectors://0
https://rccatl.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b25571581b42526f705d4c67b&id=a286f43256&e=e54c76c7fc
https://rccatl.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b25571581b42526f705d4c67b&id=a286f43256&e=e54c76c7fc
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