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Welcoming International Students 
AMIS (Atlanta Ministry with International Students) would like 
to invite you to a Volunteer Kick-Off via Zoom as we enter the 
fall semester, which begins in just a few weeks at our local 
colleges and universities.  We will share with you what has 
been happening in AMIS, hear from a few international 
students and a local international educator who will let us 
know what has been going on in the international student 
communities throughout Atlanta.  We'll let you know our 
thoughts and plans for welcoming and connecting international 
students with local friends in metro Atlanta this fall. All are 
welcome whether or not you have volunteered with AMIS 
before!   We're calling it a "Volunteer Kick Off:  It's only the 
beginning!" and you are invited to join one of 2 sessions: 
  
Tuesday, August 11 at 7:30 pm OR 
Wednesday, August 12 at 10 am 

Both 1 hour sessions will be offered through Zoom. Sign up 
through our website at www.amis-inc.org/events.   

When Food is a Gift of Peace 

With each day, the effects of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic inflict more pain across our community. Schools 
across the state are closed, restaurants and other businesses are 
shuttered and countless workers face the reality of layoffs, 
furloughs and missed paychecks.  

The Atlanta Community Food Bank is rapidly mobilizing to 
keep meals on the table for seniors, children and families 
across our community.   Many of your congregations have food 
pantries or other ministries to assist those in need.     

Here’s a suggestion from ACFB....Encourage your friends, 
coworkers and neighbors to help you keep meals on the table 
for our community at this time by starting a “virtual” food drive. 
Rather than collecting food, set up your custom virtual food 
drive page and share the link across your social media channels 
to ask your network for support. Get started at www.acfb.org/
food-fund-drives.  
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Calendar Items 

Saturday, August 8 - Peace & 
Global Witness Partnership 
Meeting - 10 a.m. via ZOOM.  If 
you’d like to attend, please email 
Karen at kt2654@gmail.com to get 
a ZOOM invite 

Tuesday, August 11 and 
Wednesday, August 12 - AMIS 
Volunteer Kick-Off via ZOOM 
(see article) 

Contact for Resource 
Organization 
NRCAT - National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture 

website - www.nrcat.org, phone - 
202-547-1920 

NRCAT’s work to reduce the use of 
solitary confinement in federal 
prisons during the pandemic:  In 
June, NRCAT launched a Never 
Again campaign, regarding action 
needed for the unprecedented lock-
down of all people in federal 
custody in response to the 
nationwide protests over the killing 
of George Floyd and systemic 
racism. NRCAT  assisted in the 
recent release of a study by the 
Unlock the Box Campaign 
documenting a 500% increase in 
the use of solitary confinement in 
U.S. prisons as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Helpful Webinars from Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center 

The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center is offering a variety of 
90-minute webinars designed to help people cope with the 
unique challenges that arise from the current pandemic. 
Discounts of up to $200 are available!  For more information, 
please consult this MSTI Brochure or this LMPC Events 
Calendar.  Questions? Call the LMPC office at 630-627-0507, 
or email them at Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org.   

Congressman John Lewis’ Message  

I’m sure many of you have your personal memories of a time 
when you met Congressman Lewis, wrote or called his office 
or heard him speak.   Let us now heed his call in these last 
words he wrote.....”Though I may not be here with you, I urge 
you to answer the highest calling of your heart and stand up for 
what you truly believe. In my life I have done all I can to 
demonstrate that the way of peace, the way of love and 
nonviolence is the more excellent way. Now it is your turn to 
let freedom ring.” (quote from NY Times article printed  on 
June 30, 2020) 

Resources 
The Presbyterian Office of Public Witness offers We Shall Not 
be Moved, a discussion guide and resource on preventing voter 
suppression - click  HERE.   for the link and more info 

Beyond Protests - How Can you and Your Church Bring 
Change?    An article from Rev. Jimmie Hawkins, The 
Presbyterian Office of Public Witness -  click the link:  https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/story/beyond-protests-how-can-
you-and-your-church-bring-change/ 

Have You Been Counted? 
A Faithful Census means everyone is counted in the 
#2020Census. God counts us all and it's on us to ensure our 
government does the same so resources and representation are 
distributed fairly. Help spread the word that people can still 
respond at 2020census.gov
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Remembering Jim 
Atwood 

(from Presbyterian Peace 
Fellowship) Jim Atwood, the 
buoyant and beloved 
Presbyterian prophet of gun 
violence prevention, died from 
Covid-19 on June 26.  Honored 
by the Presbyterian Writers Guild 
in 2018 with the David Steele 
Distinguished Writer Award, Jim 
Atwood wrote three books that 
call the faith community to action 
to prevent gun violence. His first 
book, America and Its Guns, 
looks at the theology that 
underpins our devotion to 
violence and guns. 
Gundamentalism and Where it 
is Taking America looks at the 
trajectory that gun violence is 
creating for America. Both have 
study guides for congregation 
and small groups. 

Jim’s newest book is Collateral 
Damage: Changing the 
Conversation about Firearms 
and Faith, Herald Press. Find a 
Study Guide for your 
congregation or small group at 
heraldpress.com/study-guides 

A Letter from Mission Co-
Workers 

Click here to read the latest from 
Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather  

https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/
ministries/missionconnections/
letter/small-trike-big-change/ 
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