
November 2020

Upcoming Zoom programs on various topics: 
Webinar from the Near East Seminary of Theology, Beirut, 
Lebanon - The Future of a Theological Seminary in a Failing 
State and Turbulent Middle East - Wednesday, November 18 at 
11 am.   The seminary has prepared pastors and lay leaders for 
its constituent churches for almost 90 years. Trends in 
theological education – in the Middle East, in the US, and 
elsewhere – are decreasing, reflecting a larger reality in mainline 
Protestant church membership. NEST, located in Beirut, 
Lebanon, is also rooted in its context – a Lebanon that is facing 
political and economic crises, a resurgence of COVID-19, and 
most recently, a major explosion that decimated significant parts 
of the city. Join NEST’s President, Dr. George Sabra, as he 
discusses all of these factors, and imagines what a future might 
look like. 

Link to register - https://UCC.zoom.us/webinar/register/
5916032097749/WN_NEjqjUy-SkC2X4JDWSQqQA 

Georgians For Alternatives to the Death Penalty will have their 
annual fundraising event via zoom this year on Thursday, 
November 19.    The event is co-sponsored by the Southern 
Center for Human Rights and features guest speaker, Sister 
Helen Prejean.  For more info, go to gfadp.org 

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta Town Hall - A House United: 
Courageous Conversations across the Aisle - Saturday, 
November 21, 10 am, via zoom.  Guest speaker is Rev. Allen 
Hilton, author of A House United: How the Church Can Save 
the World which describes the American political polarization 
and calls Christians to help solve it.   Contact Karen, 
kt2654@gmail.com for zoom link for the event or find it in the 
November newsletter from the Presbytery. 
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Calendar Items 

Wednesday, November 18 - 

Webinar from the Near East 

Seminary of Theology in Beirut, 

Lebanon, 11 am(see article) 

Thursday, November 19 - 
Georgians for Alternative to the 
Death Penalty (GFADP) zoom 

event (see article) 

Saturday, November 21 - Peace & 
Global Witness Partnership 
Meeting 1 pm (via zoom), , contact 

Karen - kt2654@gmail.com for 

zoom link 

Saturday, November 21 - 
Presbytery Town Hall - A House 
United: Courageous 
Conversations across the Aisle, 10 

a.m. via zoom (see article) 

 A Powerful Resource! 

From the Presbytery of Greater 
Atlanta website - Racial Healing  
Resources for Dismantling 
Racism, Session I (July 1, 2020): 
Link (video, YouTube)  

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS PARTNERSHIP 
NEWSLETTER 

 November 2020 
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Book Report on Walter Brueggeman’s book,  Virus 
As a Summons to Faith  by Doug Langdon, Partnership 

member 

Walter Brueggemann's book, Virus as a Summons to Faith was 
written in April, but it could have been written last week.  
While the extent and effects of the virus have grown in the six 
months since publication, the ancient scriptures still speak to 
us and call us to faith. 

His chapters all begin with scripture , which he explores and 
explains, and end with a prayer.  His prayers almost always 
call on us to do something to deepen our faith and to act on it. 
Some of my favorite chapters are summed up in their titles .. 

”Until the dancing begins again” - based on Jeremiah, 
comparing canceled proms and weddings today with the exiles 
unable to dance , 

“Praying amid the virus” -  Kings shifting focus from disaster to 
acknowledging the rule of GOD. 

“God's new Thing” -  Isaiah, a call to use our  “moral 
imagination” to see the new thing God is doing. 

“The matrix of groan” - Isaiah again, the pains and groans of 
ongoing creation, a creation that is not only “ a wondrous gift 
but also as uncompromising limit” 

Here's the ending of the prayer from chapter 4 -  “Praying 
amid the virus” 

We dare to pray, not because we are at our wits end, 
but because you are at at the center of our life. 
Our hope is in no other save in thee alone! 
So hear, heal, save, restore!   Be the God you have promised 
to be, Amen 

PCUSA Co-Moderators Announce New Book Study 
Program 
Decolonizing Wealth: Indigenous Wisdom to Heal Divides and 
Restore Balance," by Edgar Villanueva is the book being 
recommended by PC(USA) co-moderators, Ruling Elder Elona  
Street-Stewart and the Reverend Gregory Bentley. 
This is a very important time where the church and our   

    country are trying to shift reality around how we repair and  
    bring equity to our ideas, while resolving concerns that are  
    being raised by our communities, said Street-Stewart. This  
    book will help address these issues as a Matthew 25 church.
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News from Mission Co-
Workers and International 
Peacemakers 
(from latest newsletter from Shelvis 
& Nancy Smith-Mather) 
We are remaining in contact with 
our partners in South Sudan and in 
the refugee camps in Uganda. 
 Efforts there have also been 
affected by COVID restrictions, yet 
our colleagues continue to find 
ways to serve.   

For example, peer counselors 
trained through the South Sudan 
Education and Peace-building 
Program that Nancy manages have 
been busy addressing the rising 
cases of domestic violence in the 
refugee camps.  (To read the 
quarterly update Nancy writes on 
the program click here.) 
Congratulations to the Smith-
Mather Family on the recent birth 
of their 4th child! 

The first-ever International 
Peacemaker Virtual Symposium 
provided a rare opportunity to hear 
from 16 outstanding individuals 
who had transformative 
experiences while being hosted in 
the United States by the PC 
(U.S.A.).   

Peacemakers from 2012-2019 were 
featured for this virtual symposium. 
You have an opportunity to be 
updated on their work and hear 
from them on the challenging 
topics of our day. 

https://presbyterianmission.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ccc25991653fb98d70f2f8d93&id=7aef349db0&e=b45d4a5900
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/2020-international-peacemaker-virtual-symposium/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/peacemaking/2020-international-peacemaker-virtual-symposium/
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