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About 18 percent of the population in the United 
States is Hispanic. But only four percent of lawyers 
are Hispanic. As the few who have successfully entered 
the profession, it is our moral imperative to help one 
another be successful and to recruit and help others to 
enter the profession. 

The low number of Hispanic lawyers is the reason 
why this author has committed time and resources to 
start the Hispanic Bar Association of the Inland Empire 
(“HBAIE”), headquartered in the City of Riverside, but 
serving all of the Inland Empire. The following is the 
mission statement of the HBAIE: 

The HBAIE uplifts the Inland Empire’s Hispanic 
legal community by fostering engagement with 
communities, businesses, and the bar, while 
celebrating Hispanic culture. We are a family 
that cultivates and champions the education 
and recruitment of Hispanic attorneys, as well 
as their professional advancement through con-
tinued mentorship. 

Like a family, we aim to help one another. As Toni 
Morrison, a literary author, once said, “The function 
of freedom is to free someone else.” We hope to help 
lawyers and aspiring lawyers to be free to pursue their 
dreams, as well as be community partners.

We want to partner with the community to ensure 
that their legal needs are being met. There are count-
less Hispanic-owned businesses in the Inland Empire. 
But how many are unprotected because they do not 
have any legal guidance as to their formation and day-
to-day operations? Too many. Although our community 
remains a very young community, there are more and 
more Hispanic families that are accumulating wealth 
and assets. But how many families have assets that are 
unprotected and have undefined asset legacies because 
they have no will or living trust? Too many. Lastly, 
over 60% of all K-12 students in Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties are Hispanic, with some schools 
having over 90% of its students being Hispanic. But 
how many students are afraid or unwilling to go to law 
school because they have never met a lawyer who could 
demystify the process for them? Too many. 
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That is where HBAIE comes in. While Los Angeles 
and Orange County have had dedicated Hispanic bar 
associations for many years, the Inland Empire is long 
overdue for one, especially since the Inland Empire is 
the fastest growing Hispanic demographic. By support-
ing fellow lawyers, aspiring lawyers, and connecting 
to the community, we can help ensure our collective 
professional development and success; become an active 
player in diversifying our local bench officers and other 
leaders of the legal community. By being more visible 
in the community, through mentorships, internships, 
and speaking at events, such as career days at schools, 
hopefully we can expand the vision of others to consider 
joining this noble legal profession. It is time to lift each 
other up, help recruit more Hispanic attorneys, and 
become an active community partner. 

At a time when laws and the U.S. Constitution are 
always in the news, it is important to be connected to 
each other and our larger community, in order to pro-
vide counsel and guidance when needed. We are not 
partisan; we are principled. We stand for liberty, equal-
ity, access, and above all, justice. For more information 
or to join the HBAIE, please contact the author at the 
following: Albert.Maldonado@bbklaw.com or 909-466-
4901. 

Albert J. Maldonado is an attorney in the Municipal Law 
Practice Group at Best Best & Krieger LLP in their Ontario 
office.  


