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Why are there no Families of Color on the 
State Board of Education? 

By: BJ Thompson

Why are there no African American parents, 
caregivers, or families of color on the State 
Board of Education? That’s a good question-
--with only one parent on the Board with a 
school-aged child; many have not fully con-
sidered nor interrogated this question. Now 
that election time is in full swing, there are 
many eyes on who will serve as the next State 
Board of Education Representative for Ward 
8.

Ms. LaJoy Johnson-Law, Mother, Special Ed-
ucation Advocate, Parent Leader, and Ward 8 
Resident ask this very same question. “I am 
a single mother in Ward 8 with a child that 
has diverse health and educational needs, and 
when I look at the State Board of Education, 
I do not see anyone that represents myself or 
my daughter. I do not even hear about special 
education as often because that perspective 
is not represented on the State Board---that 
must change.”  Johnson-Law is a candidate for 
the Ward 8 State Board of Education Seat---
the only parent of a school-age child running 
in the Ward 8 State Board of Education race.

Johnson-Law brings nearly a decade of edu-
cation policy, advocacy, and coalition-build-
ing experience through her personal and 
professional work. She serves as a member of 
the Ward 8 Education Council, Co-Chair of 
Issues and Legislative Affairs for the Ward 8 
Democrats, and a representative on Parents 
Amplifying Voices in Education (PAVE). 
Johnson-Law also serves as the parent sup-
port specialist with Advocates for Justice and 
Education (AJE). The mission of Advocates 
for Justice and Education (AJE) is to educate 
parents, youth, and the community about the 
laws governing public education, specifically 
for children with special needs.

In light of COVID-19, there is a new oppor-
tunity to be innovative and reimagine our ed-
ucation system’s structure-- a system that ini-
tially did not have Black and Brown children’s 

success in mind. There is a new opportunity to 
include families as valuable stakeholders and 
policymakers for their children. According to 
Johnson- Law, currently, families do not feel 
included in the decision-making process for 
their children. She says, “the education system 
will not see a desirable change if families are 
not considered important stakeholders. The 
absence of a collaborative plan for the educa-
tion ecosystem that centers deep partnerships 
with families, teachers, and government agen-
cies on behalf of our students tells about who 
we believe is worthy of attention and care.”

Johnson-Law hopes to create a special educa-
tion resource center housed in the Office of 
the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) 
to support educators and families in provid-
ing the highest level of rigor and support for 
all students. She also wants to prioritize the 
use of de- escalation and restorative justice 
practices to fight the epidemic of youth vio-
lence in Ward 8 and to ensure that efforts to 
make her community safer do not increase the 

school-to-prison pipeline. Finally, if elected, 
Johnson-law hopes to expand and strengthen 
OSSE’s parent engagement standards in re-
sponse to the unique challenges (and oppor-
tunities) created by distance learning during 
the 2020-21 school year.

The solution is a simple--- dedicated commu-
nity, school, family collaboration, and part-
nership. Through the renewal of ESSA and 
COVID-19, the education system has an op-
portunity to usher in a new era of the parent 
partnership. Let’s close with this call to action 
from the only parent running to serve Ward 
8 families: “The problem is bigger than egos 
and attitudes, the solution is more involve-
ment and cooperation and ensuring families 
are represented and included on a board that 
makes decisions for many children.”

LaJoy possesses exceptional qualifications to 
become a member of the State Board of Ed-
ucation and for those reasons, The Capital 
Newspaper endorses her candidacy. 

Pictured: LaJoy Johnson-Law, Ward 8 State Board of Education candidate. 


