
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 12, 2020 – Sermon Discussion Questions 
 

Opening 

 Have you ever wrestled with the question of how a loving God can allow evil and suffering?  

 Do you have any pain points in your life right now?  
 

Discussion 

 Can you share a story of a time that you found hope in the midst of a painful experience? 

 What are the differences between blame and hope? 

 Eric shared some clarifying statements contrasting Christian beliefs about suffering with other 
perspectives (including Hinduism, Islam, Moralistic, Buddhism, and Modern Secularism): 

o We believe that each of us has one life, and that you did not earn your suffering. 
o We do not believe God is apart from us in our suffering. 
o We believe that suffering is not distributed fairly based on your behavior. Sometimes good 

people suffer, and wicked people do not. 
o We believe that suffering is real, not an illusion. 

 Do any of these in particular offer comfort to you or clarify something for you? 

 Is there a specific time in your life when you felt a longing for a better world? 

 Eric shared a different question to consider: What story makes the most sense of pain in the world? 
What does the story of being designed for good, damaged, restored, and then sent together to heal 
mean for you? Where are you in this story? 
 

Closing 

 Read Colossians 1: 19-20 and 27. 

 Through Jesus we can be sent together to heal. With that in mind, 
o Who do you need to forgive? 
o Who do you need to ask for forgiveness? 
o Where do you need a friend? 
o Who needs your support? 
o Where are you making a difference in your world? 
o What is on your heart? 
o How can we pray for you?  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A+19-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A+27&version=NIV

