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Lotre

Many communities in the United
States — especially Black, Indigenous,
and other people of color; immigrants;
disabled people; and queer and trans
people — experience state violence at
extremely high rates. When violence
erupts in the home, survivors in these
communities cannot depend on state
systems for safety.

For generations, people in these
communities have found safety outside
of the state in one another, developing
alternative, often informal responses

to intervene in violence in their homes
and communities. Building from this
tradition, a growing movement has
been experimenting with processes for
preventing and disrupting violence and
holding people who harm accountable
within the community without

relying on the criminal

punishment system.

The uprising that erupted in 2020 in the
wake of the police murders of George
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and countless
other Black, Brown and Indigenous
people has prompted renewed interest
in alternatives to police in a number

of areas. One area where alternatives
are urgently needed is responding to
Intimate Partner Violence.

Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) refers

to abusive behavior and/or a pattern

of behavior that some believe aims

to establish power and control by

one person over another within an
intimate relationship, such as current or
former spouses, dating partners, sexual
partners, and domestic partnerships.
Other motivations for IPV are harder to
establish as there are multiple factors
that contribute to the emergence of IPV,
including past trauma, economic stress,
and long-standing trauma

Acts of IPV can include physical injury;
threats to cause harm to others or self;
verbal or emotional abuse; intimidation;
isolation; stalking; coercion;
sexual abuse or assault;
economic abuse or
deprivation; control of
reproductive or sexual
health; and threats or use of
other systems of oppression
to gain power and control
(such as immigration
enforcement, queer outing,
etc.p?
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IPV is often used interchangeably with
Domestic Violence (DV) but they are
technically different: Domestic Violence
occurs between any two people in

the same household, while IPV occurs
in an intimate relationship whether
the individuals reside together or not.
We use IPV throughout this guide,
recognizing that many cases are both
IPV and DV — and that DV may be more
commonly used in the community.

IPV is a widespread public health
problem. In California, more than1

in 3 women will experience IPV at

some point in their lives.® For some
marginalized identities, particularly
Black and Indigenous women and
LGBTQ individuals, the rates are even
higher. Roughly 3 people — mostly
women — die every day in this country as
a result of IPV and ineffective police and
carceral responses.*

Less than half of survivors will ever
report this violence to law enforcement.®
Some may turn to established domestic
violence service organizations. Many
more will turn to friends, family, co-
workers, neighbors, and others in

the community, who are likely best
positioned as first responders to
intervene when this violence happens —
and often are intervening already.

Most survivors who have law
enforcement involvement report
harmful, unhelpful, or otherwise
negative experiences. A 2022 survey by
the National Domestic Violence Hotline
found that among survivors who had
called police, 39% said they felt less
safe after calling, and 40% stated that
it made no difference in their safety.
Overall, that means almost 80% of
survivors who had police interactions
said the police either did not help or
made things worse.¢

More than two-thirds (71%) said if
other resources had been available,
they would have preferred to use them
instead. Survivors listed services like
social workers, financial assistance,
housing, culturally-specific resources,
mediators, domestic violence specialists/
shelters, peers, community intervention
or de-escalation, faith community, legal
services, crisis prevention, drug and
alcohol services, and mental health
services.”
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OF SURVIVORS SAID POLICE DID NOT HELP
OR MADE THEM FEEL LESS SAFE

247.

OF SURVIVORS WHO CALLED POLICE WERE
THREATENED WITH ARREST

127.

OF SURVIVORS WHO CALLED POLICE
WERE ARRESTED

99/

OF SURVIVORS SAID POLICE
DISCRIMINATED AGAINST THEM

717,

SAID IF OTHER RESOURCES HAD
BEEN AVAILABLE, THEY WOULD HAVE
PREFERRED TO USE THEM INSTERD




Survivors voiced frustration at the lack
of options besides police and little
information about the few options
there might be in their area.

About one-quarter of survivors said they
would not call the police again, and
another 14% were unsure.®

Among survivors who did not call the
police, 92% were afraid or concerned
about how the police would react,

of whom three-quarters believed

the police would be angry with or
disrespectful towards the survivor; 38%
feared negative consequences for their
partner(s);, 36% feared the police would
arrest or threaten the survivor; and 31%
feared the police would do nothing.®

These findings are nearly identical to
the last National Domestic Violence
Hotline survey in 2015.° In fact, distrust
and fear of the police among survivors
has only grown."

Another survey of survivors found that
88% reported that police “sometimes’
or ‘often’ do not believe survivors or
blame survivors
for the
violence.?

Not only does police involvement
present a significant risk of injury

or death, especially for Black and
Brown people, but it can also trigger
other systems, like child welfare or
immigration. A majority of survivors
who responded to a 2015 survey

said that calling the police resulted

in collateral consequences like
intervention by Child Protective
Services, deportation, financial loss, job
loss, and criminal charges against one
or both partners.” For many survivors,
law enforcement is simply not an
option. One of the primary reasons
why is because most survivors do not
want their families broken up or the
person causing harm to be harmed
themselves.'

Fear of police involvement is a

major barrier preventing people
from accessing traditional domestic
violence services, such as emergency
shelters, crisis lines, and safety
planning, especially among survivors
in immigrant communities and
communities of color. While DV
organizations legally cannot require
survivors to engage with law
enforcement, it is a common fear that
some survivors have, according to
advocates. The perception of possible
law enforcement involvement deters
many survivors.'®

Such fears are ever present for many
families given the long and ongoing
history of state violence, arrest,
incarceration, and murder of Black,
Brown, and other vulnerable people
in the United States. According to
one survivor, “Police shoot people

of different races or those who are
mentally ill, of which my family has
both.me



Acts of state violence are deeply
traumatic and have a devastating
impact on a whole family’s
stability, income, and health for
life. Even the presence of law
enforcement can be triggering
for many families.

Often survivors are not the

ones who call police; it might

be their neighbors or someone

else nearby. Law enforcement
interaction starts down the

road of the criminal legal

system, and it does not center

the survivor, and because it

does not center the survivor or

the needs of the survivor in that
family, it actually becomes out of
their hands. It’s no longer up to them
to determine what is best for them and
their family.

When police show up at a scene

of possible IPV, they often end up
arresting or otherwise harming the
survivor. More than half (55%) of
survivors surveyed felt the police
discriminated against them in some
way. One-quarter were threatened
with arrest, and 12% (or one in eight) —
were arrested in spite of identifying as
the victim."”

We've even seen reports of police using
DNA from rape Kkits to criminalize

rape survivors for unrelated property
offenses years after coming forward for
help.’®
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One of the reasons law enforcement

so often criminalize survivors is due

to antiquated mandatory arrest and
primary aggressor laws that were
ushered in by the foremothers (mostly
white feminists) of the anti-violence
movement. We discuss the cooptation
of the anti-violence movement towards
the end of the guide.

Police are often perpetrators of violence
against survivors. Two-thirds of survivors
and service providers said police use
force against survivors sometimes

or often during IPV calls, particularly
against Black survivors, and 55% of
respondents reported that police hold
anti-Black, anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim,
and anti-LGBTQ attitudes.”

Police and prisons in particular are
perpetrators of sexual violence.?°

Law enforcement officers themselves
report far higher rates of intimate
partner violence than the general
public.?» One survey of two East Coast
police departments found that a
staggering 40% of officers reported
behaving violently to their spouses or
children.??

As INCITE: Women of Color Against
Violence and Critical Resistance
noted in their joint 2001

statement on gender

violence and the Prison

Industrial Complex:

“The criminalization approach has
also brought many women into
conflict with the law, particularly
women of color, poor women, lesbians,
sex workers, immigrant women,
women with disabilities, and other
marginalized women. For instance,
under mandatory arrest laws, there
have been numerous incidents

where police officers called to
domestic incidents have arrested the
woman who is being battered. Many
undocumented women have reported
cases of sexual and domestic violence,
only to find themselves deported. A
tough law and order agenda also
leads to long punitive sentences

for women convicted of killing their
batterers. Finally, when public funding
Is channeled into policing and prisons,
budget cuts for social programs,
including women's shelters, welfare
and public housing are the inevitable
side effects. These cutbacks leave
women less able to escape violent
relationships.”*

According to Survived and Punished,
a national network that organizes
grassroots defense campaigns for
criminalized survivors,
between 70-95%
of incarcerated
women have
experienced
physical violence
from an intimate
partner, and
a staggering
number of women
behind bars were
incarcerated for
killing their abuser
or otherwise
defending
themselves.?



Incarceration, of course, does not
address the problem — quite the
opposite. It does not increase
stability for survivors and disappears
community members. It can
sometimes decrease overall safety
because of loss of income, child
care, and housing, or immigration
concerns, etc. People in prisons
and jails — institutions we often
refer to as US concentration
camps — do not receive the
healing and health care they
need and are released with

even less stability than before
they were incarcerated.

Many survivors say they want and
need options other than punishment
and separation for the person
causing the abuse, that they fear
losing control of the process if the
criminal legal system were involved,
and that they believe the system is
complicated, drawn out and would
cause them more trauma. A majority
of survivors list housing, health care,
income, and immigration status as
what they need most to prevent or
escape violence and stay safe.?s

In addition, some mainstream DV
programs are inaccessible for people
who use drugs, sex workers, queer
and trans people, disabled people,
people with older children, and
others because of strict rules and
restrictions that recreate harmful
cycles of power and control. And
programs that are focused on people
causing harm are quite punitive,
which deters some people from
reaching out. Sometimes survivors
or their families cannot use certain
services because they are connected
to law-enforcement, such as

most existing mental health crisis
responses.

State responses to violence
reproduce violence and
often traumatize those

who are exposed to them,
especially oppressed
communities who are
already targeted by the
state. It is important to
remember that while many
people choose not to call the
police, many communities
can't call the police because
of reasons such as fear of
deportation, harassment,
state sanctioned violence,
sexuaql violence, previous
convictions or inaccessibility.

— Mia Mingus, writer and ,,
disability justice advocate.?®
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Advocates themselves find their
hands are tied. State and federal

laws and funding mechanisms —
particularly funding under the federal
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA),
which often forces collaboration with
law enforcement — limit the menu

of options they have to offer families,
particularly with respect to working
with people who cause harm outside
of the criminal punishment system.?¢
Most victim service providers do

not work with people who cause
harm, and the requirements and
program structures of the two types of
programs are very different.

We write this guide following the
historic uprising against police
murder of Black and Brown people
in 2020. Defunding the police

and reimagining public safety has
become a national rallying cry. As
the movement to redirect monies
from policing to vital community
services grows, shifting to community-
based responses to Intimate Partner
Violence is gaining widespread
support.

It is critical that we ensure there are
other pathways for responding to IPV
that do not lead with law enforcement.
The Anti Police-Terror Project and our
statewide program The Justice Teams
Network ground our work in the ethos
that those closest to the problem are
best equipped to design the solution.
Survivors have clearly said they want
alternatives to law enforcement, they are
not utilizing law enforcement, and that
more violence will not bring them peace.
Forcing law enforcement onto survivors
who reject it means there is no one to
call for help, thus abandoning survivors
to suffer in silence, ensuring ongoing
abuse, placing the lives of them and
their children in grave jeopardy.



The purpose of this guide

is to present organizers,

IPV providers, advocates,
policymakers, community
members, and families with
practical, safe considerations
and tools to create a community
first response for IPV that is

not based in the punitive U.S.
carceral system.

Thankfully, we are not starting

from scratch. We don’t need

to invent something new. We are
building off of the work of Indigenous,
Black, Brown, and other POC, queer,
trans and disabled communities who
for decades and centuries have been
building a world without prisons and
police, without violence from the state
or from within our own communities.
This guide is only possible because of
the rich tradition of the abolitionist,
transformative justice and anti-violence
movements, particularly the leadership
and contributions of Black and
Indigenous women.

Some of this work is already happening
all over the country in communities in
different ways every single day. People
in the home, in the neighborhood, in
the workplace, in the community are
already responding to violence. Let’s
equip them with as much info and tools
as possible.

There are models already in existence
for rapid response in other situations,
such as mental health crises. We wiill
highlight some of the work already
being done, formally and informally,
around IPV and other crisis response
models that we can draw from.

This guide is a product of conversations
with IPV providers, transformative
justice advocates, and others in the
antiviolence movement. In the course of
writing it, we found broad agreement
on the urgent need for an alternative

to police for IPV, especially for those
survivors who cannot or will not engage
law enforcement no matter what.

There is a definite gap that existing
service providers are not able to fill,
compounded by lack of adequate
funding and capacity. The advocates
with whom we spoke also pointed to
the much broader work of healing that
law enforcement fundamentally hinders
or makes impossible.

Our goal is to create a replicable model
grounded in safety, healing, family,

and community. We as a community
have the answers to many of our most
pressing problems. We don’t need police
because we take care of us.
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Created by Moni Cosby in collaboration with Beth Richie, Rachel Caidor, Love & Protect,
and Moms United Against Violence and Incarceration (MUAVI). Art by Sarah Ross.

| often thought about how people that call the 24-
hour hotline could have called 9-1-1 if that's what

they wanted, but they called the hotline instead.

They dialed additional numbers to reach us instead
of dialing 9-1-1, and | want to have another option

to help someone. If they wanted law enforcement
involvement, they would have called law enforcement
in that moment. What advocates want is to be able
to have something, a resource, an ability to say; ‘Okay,
there’s another way to help you find safety, security,
whatever the goal is for them.’ ,’

— Colsaria Henderson, California Partnership to End
Domestic Violence



Survivors simply want the violence to end. They want
safety and healing. They want the person who is
hurting them to be transformed into someone who
won't hurt them — or anyone else — again. For many
survivors, police represent a threat of further violence
and retaliation, and of criminalization — either of
themselves or someone they love. They understand
that police involvement can lead to economic
deprivation, deportation, involvement of the family
regulation system, or simply loss of agency over the
outcome. As a result most survivors would rather do
nothing about the violence they are experiencing — or
take matters into their own hands — than involve a
system that puts them at risk for receiving either no
response, or a response that increases the violence

in their lives. That is a damning indictment of our
current approach.= CIE)

— Mariame Kaba & Andrea J. Ritchie, No More Police: A
Case for Abolition
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He knew it was wrong.

He was Brown. | was Black.

They were white.

We knew what it was.

| was in jail for a little less than 24 hours.
Released into an alley with 30 men.
There he was.

Waiting.

With a rose and a teddy bear.

| vomited.

Then got in the car to go home.

The D.A. tried to throw the book at me.

His red face even redder with the
excitement of punishing me.

But my abuser wasn’t done with me
yet.

He bombed the prosecution’s case.
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MELISSA’S STORY



A community first model will be most effective if it is highly localized —
at the neighborhood level, or even block by block. It could be situated
within your church, mosque, synagogue, place of worship, community
clinic, or resident safehouse. It must be owned and operated inside
that community.

Community interventions require broad participation of community
members and leaders, in addition to the more formalized domestic
violence survivor service organizations. A successful community-first
model should engage other advocates, such as the immigrants’ rights
community, the faith community, homeless advocates and others who
may already be intervening without police and may be positioned to
help. We should enlist everyone who has a direct connection to assist,
not just specialized DV agencies.?® This model should bring folks into
partnership, not approach them as organizations or individuals with
all the answers.®



The first thing that first comes to my mind is
defining community. For me, personally, what |
identified as community, my partner did not — so
someone intervening could have put me more in

harm’s way than anticipated. ’,

— Lisa Osborne, STAND for Families Free of Violence

DEFINING COMMUNITY

A key first question is: How do you define community? Especially

in metropolitan settings in the context of gentrification and
displacement, many of us do not necessarily have strong bonds

with the community. In more rural settings, physical distances may
exacerbate isolation. Many survivors don’t feel a strong connection to
their local geographic community, whether that’'s because they're new
to the area or because their abusive partner has isolated them, and
they've seen those ties break or diminish in strength as a part of the
abuse.

In grappling with this question, Mia Mingus and the Bay Area
Transformative Justice Collective introduced the concept of a “pod”.
They define it as “a term to describe the kind of relationship between
people who would turn to each other for support around violent,
harmful and abusive experiences, whether as survivors, bystanders,
or people who have harmed. These would be the people in our

lives that we would call on to support us with things such

as our immediate and on-going safety, accountability and
transformation of behaviors, or individual and collective healing

and resiliency.”°

One person might be a member of multiple pods, whether you
have been harmed or have done the harm. They found that it
made transformative justice more accessible, because
“[alsking people to organize their pod was much more
concrete than asking people to organize their ‘community’.”

We define community loosely here, but it needs to make
sense in your context. Starting with a pod of people close to
you and building from there may be a good starting place.
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We explore some of the other ways in which
community accountability advocates have
organized and operated given these limitations,
as well as how we can strengthen connection
and build more cohesive communities, later in
the guide.

Another vital question to ask is, “If our
response is community-led, to whom are we
accountable?”

Of course, a host of other practical questions emerge:

= Where will it be situated?

== Will it be linked up to an existing organization?

== Will your program be all volunteer, or will it be able to secure
funding?

== Who has skills or resources to contribute?

We explore some of these questions in the section on “Forming a First
Response Team.”

Broad community involvement, especially of those in influential
positions within the community, will help with outreach and
spreading the word. Community hubs can serve as centers for
engaging folks, disseminating information and connecting to
resources.

Models that already exist can provide guidance. For example, some
DV/IPV programs may have relationships with pharmacies or other
essential-service businesses, whom survivors can approach and safely
access a phone or otherwise make contact with supporters outside
their home and plan for safety. We can build on

these existing practices.



[W]e had been using the term “community” when
we talked about transformative justice, but we
found that, not surprisingly, many people do not
feel connected to a “community” and, even more
so, most people did not know what “‘community”
meant or had wildly different definitions and
understandings of ‘community.”..We found that
people romanticized community; or though they
felt connected to a community at large, they only
had significant and trustworthy relationships with
very few actual people who may or may not be part
of that community....

Although “community” is a word that we use all the
time, many people don’t know what it is or feel they
have never experienced it. This became increasingly
confusing as we used terms such as “‘community
accountability” or “community responses to
violence” and encouraged people to “turn to

their communities;” and this became even more
complicated in dealing with intimate and sexual
violence because the violence, harm and abuse was
often coming from their “community” because so
many people are abused by someone they know.

— Mia Mingus, Pods and Pod Mapping Worksheet,
Bay Area Transformative Justice Collective.«
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The survivor must be the one who calls the shots. Any community-
response model needs to center the survivor and their family. What
does the survivor want? What is their actual goal? What does the
community want? Who are their people? Who can support them?

" Where do they find strength? Who's got their back? What would
help look like? What would safety look like?

Most often, survivors just want the violence to stop. Law-
enforcement often lets down survivors. It's critical that
community-based models present a real alternative that
supports and lifts up survivors and their agency and
self-efficacy, and builds on learnings from survivors and
advocates about what's worked and hasn’t worked.

As one advocate told us, “It starts with asking folks in the
community, “Where is a safe haven for you? What do you need and
where would you go? What is your safety plan? And really listening.”?

Meeting survivors’ immediate needs.

Often the most important interventions simply help to meet a
survivor's immediate needs (e.g. small amounts of cash, watching the
kids or pets, etc.) Survivor supports of this kind are critical and often
the most feasible interventions.

Responding to any form of violence involves an inherent degree of risk,
and civilian first responders must recognize and assess the risk of any
given situation. As we discuss later, it is crucial that any community-
first response to IPV include safety and de-escalation training for the
responder team.

We believe a community-first response model is not any more, and
may be far less, risky than a law-enforcement response. Even if a scene
becomes violent, a properly trained community member is far

less likely to seriously harm or kill someone in the protection

of themselves and the participants than a law enforcement

officer, regardless of their training.



This is due to an ethos that is rooted in
protecting life rather than forcing it into
submission with violence and fatal use of
force policies and practices, which is the
nature of policing all over this nation. Even
with these concerns, it is critical

that community groups and
organizations begin the process

of implementing their model

with a spirit of trial, error, and

correction.

We know there is much space

before extreme violence occurs where, as

a community, we can safely intervene. IPV

advocates we interviewed felt strongly that non-

police interventions can be employed with little or no risk in a broad
range of situations, particularly cases of psychological harm and
domestic disturbances.

For frontline responders, safety concerns raise a number of questions
before planning a response. What does safety look like and who gets
to determine? Who gets to determine what interventions look like?
What's the threshold of risk before involving the authorities? What
does it look like when the person causing violence is still in the house?
If a situation is escalating, who can you call to diffuse? What if you
know there are weapons in the house?

Everyone’s safety must be the first priority of any intervention. This
guide provides several tools and resources to assess risks and threats,
maximize safety, and minimize risk. It is perfectly acceptable if a
responder team decides that an intervention is too risky given the
circumstances and tools at their disposal. In such instances, your team
may be able to help extract the survivor, or switch to cop-watching —
which we describe later in the guide — if the survivor decides (and it is
solely their decision) that they must contact law enforcement.
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Impacts of Covid 19

The Covid-19 crisis has exacerbated both state violence
and interpersonal violence. Data and reports of IPV
advocates indicate that Intimate Partner Violence has
increased by over 8% nationally during the pandemic
— and grown in lethality.** Isolation is a key risk factor,
. as many survivors have been forced to shelter in place
with the person harming them, without physical
contact to social support networks or others who can
help. Isolation, along with economic stressors and
increased trauma, increases the risk for violence and
the difficulty of getting help. Community is essential
to combating isolation, although Covid-19 presents
a major challenge to creating a community response model, and has
made people more insecure in their jobs, housing and healthcare.

Healing is cultural, and first responders must be culturally competent.
Responder teams must strive to include members from a given
community when planning an intervention.

Protective orders on the civil side are all about
separation. Divorce is about separation. Arrest is
about separation. Shelter is about separation. And
so for people who don’t want to separate from their
partners, we have offered them almost nothing.

99

— Leigh Goodmark, Professor, University of
Maryland School of Law*®



Advocates state that when children are
involved, many survivors do not want to entirely
sever contact with the person causing them
harm — and most do not want to involve law
enforcement, child welfare, or immigration.¢
Survivors who are in familial relationships often
just want the violence to stop and for somebody
to work with the person who was causing them
harm so that they can heal together as a family.*”
They do not want their loved one to be arrested,
incarcerated, deported, placed on probation, or murdered by law
enforcement.

Strong and healthy families (regardless of their makeup) are some

of our most powerful vehicles for creating safe communities. This
means we must heal all of the parties involved, survivors and causers
of harm. Whether families choose to stay together - or not - we should
be focused on interrupting the trauma cycles that cause violence and
healing the entire family through a transformative justice paradigm,
which we define in a later section.

Interventions that consider the family as a whole entity can be
effective and position the survivor and their family (if they wish) to
begin to address the trauma that likely exists among all members of
the family, including the person who has committed the violence. We
must also address the poverty and other conditions that may have led
to the violence and abuse in the first place.
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It is also important to note that not all IPV incidents take place inside
of a family dynamic. In those cases, it is critical to design a safety and
support plan reflective of the relationships between the survivor, the
person causing harm, and their separate community resources that
may be available.

Of course, there are cases with severe violence and/or harm to children
where the survivor may need or prefer to be separate. It may not be
safe for the survivor to be near the person causing harm — and they
should never feel pressured to confront the person who’'s harmed
them. We also recognize that there are many situations where

the person causing harm is not part of the family. Whole family
intervention can take many forms. It doesn’t mean the survivor and
abusive partner are doing couples counseling, but rather it can include
separate interventions and supports for each party including support
locating a safe house, out-of-town relatives or supportive friends.

We provide a description of longer healing and community
accountability processes in our section, “Transformative Justice,
Community Accountability and Healing.” There is a large body of work
and experimentation in these areas.

“When you look at Black and Brown communities,
they don’t want their partners to go to jail and to
have to deal with the justice system. They want
the violence to stop. They want their families to
stay together — even if families staying together

means separate households but we're raising these

children together.”

— Lisa Osborne,
STAND for Families
Free of Violence.



Any community intervention will need to have a strong network of
referrals and resources to point families towards for ongoing support.

Incidents of IPV/DV do not occur in a vacuum. More likely than not, the
abuse has been going on for sometime, including mental, economic,
and emotional violence. For survivors, the trauma created prior to the
current incident will continue well after the intervention. What mental
health and other support can the entire family continuously access
after the call is over? Forming relationships with those providers will be
essential as you get your program off the ground.

The person causing harm and/or the survivor may be experiencing

a mental health crisis during the incident. Some communities have
developed or are exploring community-based crisis response models
which do not rely on law enforcement. We describe one such program,
Mental Health (MH) First based in Oakland and Sacramento, later in
this guide. Either or both parties will likely require ongoing mental
health care — and these should include options that are culturally-
based, spiritually-focused and accessible regardless of ability to pay.

Economic dependence and poverty are key risk factors for IPV. An
important community consideration must be helping survivors with
financial independence and material support. Organizations meeting
those needs should be part of your

referral network.

Referrals are more than just
phone numbers. Get to know your
referral agencies. What services
do they (and don't they) provide
and do they have the necessary
competencies for the person on
behalf of whom you're referring?
If you know the agencies yourself,
a “warm’” referral will be smoother
and more likely to help the
participant get their needs met
than a “cold” referral to an agency
you don’'t know.



Responding to community crises like IPV requires strong relationships

and trust, which can’'t be formed overnight. Building these

relationships — with your neighbors, service providers and other
referral agencies, local businesses, and people on your block — is

~ critical to building a community response.

As mentioned above, these relationships can help build community,
spread awareness and education, and expand the network of people
who can contribute to your intervention. These relationships are also
essential to longer-term community accountability work, which we
discuss in “Transformative Justice, Community Accountability and
Healing.”

Until we have created viable, accessible, and fully operational
alternatives for survivors, and brought these alternatives to scale,

it may not be possible to avoid law enforcement involvement in

every situation. Law enforcement should only be involved as a last
resort when the survivor deems it absolutely necessary and has

given explicit, informed consent. We must avoid judging or shaming
survivors or others in the community who feel they need to engage
law enforcement to ensure their safety, while educating people about
alternative options that exist.

Intersectionality is a core principle of our work and should be a

key consideration of any intervention. The term was coined by law
professor and critical race theorist Kimberly Crenshaw, who wrote:
“Intersectionality is a lens through which you can see where power
comes and collides, where it interlocks and intersects. It's not simply
that there’s a race problem here, a gender problem here, and a class
or LBGTQ problem there. Many times that framework erases what
happens to people who are subject to all of these things.” We all
have many overlapping identities — race, class, sexuality, ability, age,
religious background, geographical location, immigration status, and
more — through which we might experience oppression or privilege.



Our approach is grounded in abolition and transformative justice.
Setting up alternative, autonomous programs to intervene and disrupt
interpersonal conflict and violence is critical to our ability to resist the
prison industrial complex. Alternative models of conflict resolution
and accountability should challenge existing systems. Transformative
justice — which we explore in much greater detail later in this guide —
allows us to move beyond the punishment system and into a culture
of healing. Our goal is to set up autonomous alternatives based on
accountability, and compassion that challenge the treatment of
people who are criminalized. As abolitionists, we are constantly
training and retraining ourselves to deal with crises without replicating
stigma, criminalization, and harmful behavior.

Movements to abolish the PIC are founded, led by, and
comprised of survivors of multiple forms of violence....
They are born out of the reality that policing, prisons,
and punishment do very little to prevent, interrupt,

or heal these kinds of violence — and of the certainty
that these carceral systems permit and perpetrate
violence every day. These movements are rooted in
the fact that far more survivors are seeking solutions
to the violence they experience outside of policing and
punishment than from them — regardless of whether
they are engaged in larger movements to shift a
collective response to violence away from police. We
call for the abolition of policing because survivors
deserve more safety and more options for healing and
transformation — and we recognize that police were
never created to provide them.

— Mariame Kaba & Andrea J. Ritchie, No More
Police: A Case for Abolition“®
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Healing Justice is central to all of our work. Healing Justice is “a
framework that identifies how we can holistically respond to and
intervene on intergenerational trauma and violence, and to bring
collective practices that can impact and transform the consequences
~ of oppression on our collective bodies, hearts and minds.”®

“Without healing there is no Justice.”

We understand that healing is a lifelong process and that often we
never fully heal, especially when our loved ones are killed unjustly or
we have experienced extreme levels of trauma. We also understand
that if we do not participate in a process of healing, the pain caused
by state and interpersonal violence can overwhelm us as well as our
communities. Holding these two truths, we honor the need to be in
healing processes, including the process of demanding justice for our
loved ones.

All violence is state violence. It is the state that creates the conditions
that allow violence to occur in our homes and communities. Intimate
Partner Violence is a result of state violence. The impacts of state
-sanctioned poverty, lack of mental and physical health infrastructure,
and the attack on BIPOC and indigenous cultural ways and practices
are seen in the high numbers of depression, PTSD, and other health
disorders and diseases. Trauma functions to create long-lasting
impacts on our lives. We must build practices and containers of
resilience that not only support impacted communities in

healing from harm, but invite us to imagine and practice

being in community without systems of harm. Our HJ

framework names the importance of creating healing

and wellness infrastructure within our communities

to address all symptoms and impacts of state

violence.

Interdependence & Community Care:

Our survival depends on our ability to be in
connection with each other and the earth. We
take the time to build a care network amongst
our peoples and the planet.



Our peoples deserve the support to address, be accountable to,
and heal the harms they cause onto others. The state “justice”
system has failed both people who have been harmed and
people who harm. HJ calls upon Transformative Justice (T3J)
praxis to create the systems needed within the community

to aid in the much needed mending our loved ones need.

TJ calls forth the accountability of the systems that have

failed us while shedding light to new structures that will

help strengthen our communities ability to address harm

in ways that do not perpetuate more harm.

To learn more about our HJ principles, read our Healing
Justice Train the Trainer Manual at justiceteams.org/
healing-justice.

The term disability justice was coined out of conversations between
disabled queer women of color activists about 15 years ago seeking to
challenge radical and progressive movements to more fully address
ableism. “Disability Justice was built because the Disability Rights
Movement and Disability Studies do not inherently centralize the

needs and experiences of folks experiencing intersectional oppression,

such as disabled people of color, immigrants with disabilities, queers
with disabilities, trans and gender non-conforming people with
disabilities, people with disabilities who are houseless, people with
disabilities who are incarcerated, people with disabilities who have
had their ancestral lands stolen, amongst others.”

Disability justice recognizes the intersecting legacies of white
supremacy, colonial capitalism, gendered oppression and ableism in
understanding how people’s’ bodies and minds are labeled ‘deviant’,
‘unproductive’, ‘disposable’ and/or ‘invalid’.>°

JONITOIA Y3INLYUd FLUNILNI ONILINYYILNI


http://justiceteams.org/healing-justice
http://justiceteams.org/healing-justice

40

Justice Teams Network © 2022



41



42

Justice Teams Network © 2022



Well Yoo MNeed?

Because of the serious nature of rapid response, your team should have
or seek the following trainings or skill sets. We provide a number of
resources in the next section where you can learn some of these skills
for free or on a sliding scale.

BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE.

What does violence look like in an intimate partner situation? Often
physical violence is just one form of abuse. Your team should have

a baseline of information about Intimate Partner Violence; the
dynamics of power and control in relationships; violence in the form
of emotional, psychological, or financial harm; and how to see and
recognize violence in order to be able to intervene safely.

DE-ESCALATION, CRISIS INTERVENTION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION.

First responders will need training on de-escalation, crisis intervention,
what it’s like to interact with someone who is expressing trauma
through violence, what questions to ask to calm them down, etc.
Conflict resolution and peacebuilding training may be useful as well.

According to Krista Colén, Public Policy Director of the California
Partnership to End Domestic Violence, “Conflict resolution in a DV
situation is different. We often hear that when law enforcement arrives
the abusive partner presents as quite calm, in control, personable and
persuasive while the victim presents as the one out of control, upset,
or angry. Responders will need training on how to navigate this. This
framing can also presume that both parties are responsible for or
causing the conflict, instead of an aggressor/victim dynamic.”®

43
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SEX WORK, HUMAN TRAFFICKING, AND IPV

People who engage in sex work experience higher rates of IPV and
other forms of structural and interpersonal violence. As Reframe
Health and Justice notes, “Sex workers experience higher rates of
myriad forms of state and interpersonal violence, which includes
intimate partner violence. While experiences of IPV are also higher
for the same marginalized identities as those who participate in sex
work—women and femmes, people of color, Native women, LGBTQ
individuals—violence may show up in specific ways for sex workers
which may not be identified as abuse at first glance.” These can
include: emotional violence and the weaponization of the stigma
associated with sex work; financial control and exploitation because
of sex workers’ precarity; and criminalization and abuse of the legal
system, which make sex workers inherently vulnerable to threats of
system-involvement.>?

People who experience human trafficking face even greater risks of
all forms of violence, including IPV. Human trafficking and IPV both
involve dynamics of power and control, isolation, financial violence,
and forced hopelessness. Sometimes the trafficker is an intimate
partner or another “trusted” person who compels the victim to
engage in forced sex or other involuntary work. People without legal
documentation are especially vulnerable to continued abuse because
they can be threatened with deportation.>®

It's important to recognize that not all sex work is related to sex
trafficking, and consensual sex work is not inherently wrong or
immoral. Nor is sex work inherently violent; its criminalization is what
makes workers vulnerable to violence.

Responders should have an understanding of these differing
vulnerabilities and circumstances in order to be able to offer the most
appropriate services to callers who may engage in the sex trade or be

a victims of trafficking. For example, survivors who do sex work may
benefit from additional safety planning tips specific to staying safe on
the job,*® as well as safety planning for arrest.®® People who have been
trafficked may face a host of barriers to accessing care and trauma,
while sex workers by choice may experience no trauma at all. Some
survivors may want to escape sex work, while others have no interest in
leaving the trade and no need or desire to be “rescued”.®

45

JIONITO0IA Y3INLYUd ILUNILNI ONILNYYILNI



46

Justice Teams Ne

overdose

also be

look like




HARM REDUCTION PRINCIPLES IN St

(based on the model by Harm Reduction Coa
Koyama®“)

¥ Accepts, for better and for worse, that survivo
whatever ways that reduce their pain and ing
control, including those traditionally viewed g
staying or maintaining contact with the abus
drug use, wrist cutting and other self-harm
work, irregular eating and sleeping pattery
to minimize their harmful effects rather t
condemn them.

Understands each method of coping g
phenomenon that encompasses a cg
recklessly extreme to no action, ag

of doing it are clearly safer t

s quality of ig




48

Justice Teams Network © 2022



TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY ACCOUNTABILITY

We discuss and define Transformative Justice and Community
Accountability in more detail later in the guide. People who practice
transformative justice and facilitate community accountability
processes have been at the forefront of thinking about what
alternatives to 911 for violence could even look like. We present some
of the basic concepts here and include several resources for different
experience levels if your program decides to take on facilitating
accountability processes.

TRAUMA AND TRAUMA-INFORMED WORK

Trauma is pervasive among survivors of violence and those who have
caused harm. And it is often generational. “Trauma-informed Work
demands that you have a basic understanding of the psychological,
neurological, biological, social and spiritual impact that trauma and
violence can have on people. Being trauma-informed means that we
are genuine, authentic, and foster compassionate relationships with
survivors. Being trauma-informed and survivor- led means that a
community accountability process moves at the speed of trust.”®

Trauma also impacts people who respond to violence and harm.

It is also important to consider how doing this work will impact
responders, and include as part of your response model how to meet
the need for self-care and community care.

49
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Creating a new model is not far-fetched. Pieces of this work are already
being done, formally and informally, often without any funding
whatsoever. In this section, we lift up a few groundbreaking models

of violence intervention and crisis response that already exist and
respond to certain instances of IPV.

MH First, a project of Anti Police-Terror Project, is a cutting-edge model
for non-9-1-1/police response to mental health and other community
crises in both Sacramento and Oakland, California.

MH First responds to mental health crises including, but not limited

to, psychiatric emergencies, substance use support, and domestic
violence safety planning and situations that require survivor extraction.
MH First helps survivors develop a safe exit plan; in some cases they
may need to book a ride or a hotel room.



MH First provides a free hotline

and mobile crisis response team in

Sacramento (7 pm to 7am Fridays,

Saturdays and Sundays) and in

Oakland (8pm to 8am Fridays and

Saturdays) — during the hours when

there are currently few or no other

mental health support options

available. (During the onset of the

Covid-19 pandemic, MH First operated as a
hotline only, while developing safety protocols to
protect the health of volunteers during dispatch.)

MH First leads with the principle that police should not be involved
when responding to a crisis unless asked by the participant and/or as
a last resort. Crisis response services should support people through
quality follow up and on-going care regardless of their ability to pay.

Its purpose is to interrupt and eliminate the need for law enforcement
in mental health crisis first response by providing pre-crisis services,
mobile peer support, de-escalation assistance, safety planning and
accompaniment, and non-punitive and life-affirming interventions,
therefore decriminalizing emotional and psychological crises and
decreasing the stigma around mental health, substance use, and
domestic violence, while also addressing their root causes: white
supremacy, capitalism, patriarchy and colonialism. They also provide
for basic needs including food, water, and transportation and give
culturally humble emotional support.

MH First is completely independent. It responds to calls and messages
from participants and bystanders (loved ones / community members)
by phone, email, and social media. MH First relies heavily on building
relationships in the community, regularly canvassing neighborhoods
and 24-hour businesses that may need assistance.

MH First volunteers do not give diagnoses or administer medication.
The hotline operates with a 3-person team: two Responders who
answer calls and social media messages, and one On-Call Responder
available for consultation (typically a core team member who is a
licensed health worker).

When taking calls, volunteers assess the situation in terms of safety
risks and confirm if police are present. If the caller appears to be at risk
and/or if law enforcement is on the scene, MH First may dispatch their
trained volunteer team to the scene to respond in person. If someone
is forcibly hospitalized, MH First also advocates on their behalf for as
long as possible.
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The MH First Core Team comprises most of the roles we describe in
the “Forming a First Response Team” section. Each MH First shift has a
team of three people, each with a specific role:

% Crisis Responder — engages the person in crisis

% Medic — assesses the person in crisis or other participants for
medical needs or emergency

" Y% Safety Liaison — assesses the scene and participants for danger,

interface with police and onlookers, extraction of team from scene.



There is always a clinician on call to assist with emergencies or
situations that volunteers feel are beyond their scope.

When it was conceived, MH First envisioned responding to certain IPV
situations. As more IPV calls started coming in, the MH First teams

sought out additional IPV training and formed relationships with local
providers — adding these providers to their extensive referral networks.
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Several models of community peace-building, violence interruption
and neighborhood conflict resolution exist in cities around the
country, which can provide lessons for community first response to IPV
— or which may already be responding to IPV by default.

The CAT-911 (or Community Alternatives to 911) model, for example,
trains local teams to respond to a number of neighborhood
emergencies, including IPV. This model centers around a training
hub where local Community Action Teams (CATs) can get trained in
de-escalation, acute first aid and wound care, peacebuilding, crisis
intervention, responding to domestic violence and sexual violence,
and other concrete, accessible skills they can use to then disperse and
respond to crises in their respective neighborhoods. CAT-911 envisions
“a city and region where local communities have the resources and
strong, interpersonal relationships needed to respond constructively
and healthfully to problems together.” Their organized work is based
on a framework of Transformative Justice, which aims to create a
world governed on principles of mutual respect, interrelatedness and
reciprocity rather than violence, domination and disposability.

The CAT-911 model explicitly does not work with law enforcement
and should not be confused with any similarly-named city or county
programs that do cooperate (or co-respond) with law enforcement.”

Other programs may employ frontline workers from the community

to go to hotspots where violence may occur and de-escalate tense
situations, discourage retaliation, defuse hostilities, and mediate
conflicts. They may also engage with victims of violence in hospital
settings and connect to healing resources. In addition, some programs,
like Advance Peace in Richmond and Sacramento, California, work
with folks at most risk of causing violence and provide pathways to
other opportunities. Advance Peace credits much of its success to its
complete independence from law enforcement.



WHEN TO RESPOND....
== Recognize Signs and Behaviors
= Know/Review Your Surroundings

® TIP: Follow your instincts. If a situation feels wrong to you, it probably
is. One way to decide is to ask yourself, “If | don’t act, could the
situation get worse?” IF YES, then you should evaluate the best way to
intervene.

HOW TO RESPOND TO DOMESTIC VIOLENCE WHILE IT IS OCCURRING...

Ask yourself if it's safe to intervene

== Safety is key in deciding when and how to respond to domestic
and sexual violence while it's occurring. If the situation is already
violent or looks like it's escalating quickly, think carefully about direct
intervention.

THE FOUR D’S OF BYSTANDER INTERVENTION
® Distract

® Direct

®» Delegate

®» Delay

BYSTANDER INTERVENTION - DO’S

= Make yourself known.

== Make eye contact with the person being harassed

= Move yourself near the person being harassed. If safe, create distance
or a barrier between that person and the attacker.

= |f it's safe to do so, and the person being harassed consents, record

the incident.

Notice if they are resisting in their own way, and honor that.

Keep both of you safe. Assess your surroundings - are there others

nearby you can pull in to support?

== Working in a team is imperative. It is not a good idea to attempt an
intervention alone.

BYSTANDER INTERVENTION - DON’'TS

== DON'T CALL THE POLICE... ...Unless the person being harassed asks
you to do so!

= DON'T escalate the situation. We want to get the person being
harassed to safety, not to incite more violence from the attacker.

== DON'T do nothing. Silence is dangerous—it communicates approval
and leaves the survivor high and dry. If you feel too nervous or afraid
to speak out, communicate your support with your body.
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The goals of transformative justice, according to Generation FIVE,” are:
== Safety, healing, and agency for survivors
== Accountability and transformation for people who harm
= Community action, healing, and accountability
== Transformation of the social conditions that perpetuate violence
— systems of oppression and exploitation, domination, and state
violence

While our guide focuses on rapid responses, we should also assist the
survivor and family with ongoing care and opportunities for long-
term healing. If the survivor does not wish to separate from the person
causing harm, how can we structure and carry out a rapid response
that moves towards a collective TJ response? In what situations will
that be impossible?

As rapid responders, one approach could be to offer the survivor
information about transformative justice and community
accountability and let them know that it's an option. If they

are interested, your team could share resources about what a
transformative justice process could look like.

Transformative justice practitioners often organize community
accountability processes into two teams: one team to support the
survivor and another to help the person who has done harm hold
themselves accountable.” You could offer to help the survivor organize
their own support team or pod. In turn, their supporters may be able
to organize people who have relationships with and influence over the
person who caused harm to form the accountability team.

Transformative justice processes often take months or even years,
but your rapid response intervention could help the survivor start
along that road if they desire. We should also be mindful that a
transformative process can backfire and lead to shame, isolation, and
victim blaming. We can try to avoid this by centering the survivor’'s
needs, not pressuring them into contact, for example, and not
engaging in judgment or condoning the person causing harm. To
address ongoing harmful actions and dynamics during this time, you
can assist the survivor with safety planning and support their choices
of how to navigate their situations to minimize risks. They may, for
example, need to reside in separate locations until — if ever — they feel
safe to be in the same household as the person causing harm.
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HEALING AND WORKING WITH PEOPLE WHO CAUSE HARM
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SPOTLIGHT: A CALL FOR CHANGE — A HOTLINE FOR PEOPLE
WHO HARM

“ Compassion without accountability is collusion.
Accountability without compassion is domination.

— Call for Change Helpline ”
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When the ancestors send us into this world, when a
new baby is born, there's a sacredness that comes in
that baby. Regardless of how it happened — meaning
if two people were in a loving relationship or it just
happened or whatever — when that baby comes they
come with the sacredness of their ancestors. And that
sense of sacredness and blessing and knowledge and
wisdom is within us.

“And what we we talk about in terms of
decolonization, generational trauma, however
you put it, is that through this historical process of
devaluing people and destroying who they are, trying
to make them feel less valued, or if you will, killing
their spirit, their true spirit, what begins to happen is
the manifestation of wounded ways and wounded
spirit and even in a wounded thought of who you are,
to the extent that some men think violence is part of
our culture, think that violence is part of who we are,
that to to be the center of the family is really men
being in a dominant position, where we understand
an indigenous culture where women are the center.
We come from matrilineal culture. And so what we're
finding now in healing is part of that throwing off, or
cleansing off from that mindset, that narrative, that
false way of being is really reclaiming, recovering the
sacredness in our relations...
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In an APTP/Justice Teams Network webinar, Colsaria Henderson, Board
President of the California Partnership to End Domestic Violence, laid
out a hypothetical vision of how an IPV response program could work
in practice.®®

Organize local meetings in your neighborhood. Pick a
location where you may all be already, like a church or
other place of worship, and bring together everyone
who wants to learn and be a part of it, whoever

wants to help their community. Talk about the

issues presented in this guide or in other resources.

Then figure out who can contribute! Who cooks
when folks down the block need food? Who
can open up space when someone needs
shelter? Can we pull our resources to cover the
survivor's expenses?



A hypothetical call to a community IPV responder
might sound like this:

“Alright, so you're in X community..we’'ve got some

folks that will come by, and they're gonna roll through,

they’'ll be outside, if you want them to come inside they

will. And you get to call the shots here of how it's gonna work, and
they're just gonna check and see that everybody’s okay and see
what we can do.”™!

MH First hotline responders already have a protocol for answering
calls from people in crisis, assessing risks, and safety planning,
which they have adapted to IPV situations.

It's a good idea to reach out to your local (like-minded) DV / IPV service
organizations and ask to partner. They might be able to offer training,
advice, and resources and will be an important referral source.

It will also help you plan how to best meet unmet community needs
if you know exactly what services local DV providers can offer. There
are roles that DV programs already do well, but for many reasons folks
in the community may not be accessing those services. Your program
can help bring those services to the community or serve as a link.

For example, most providers offer completely free and confidential
services and are not mandated reporters to law enforcement, Child
Protective Services, or Adult Protective Services (a common fear). They
will typically provide a 24/7 crisis hotline, crisis counseling, safety
planning, court support, resource referrals, and support with
emergency relocation and legal services if requested. Some

offer case management to support survivors experiencing

a housing crisis toward financial sustainability, and

many also provide youth services such as therapy,

prevention, and legal services.??
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However, if a DV agency has a mobile
response team for on-site crisis
intervention, they will almost certainly
only respond when law enforcement
is present and the person causing
harm is in custody. When your

program is up and running, you can
serve as a referral for your local DV
organization and help meet the needs
of survivors they can’t reach.

You may want to partner with local DV

providers if you need to help survivors find

shelter. They can help clients seek and

access DV shelters and will reach out to

agencies to find available shelter space on their behalf. Emergency
relocation services can include overnight hotel stays, provision of
food, toiletries, and other essentials, and help with transportation to
shelter or a safe supporter. Emergency relocation options usually have
restrictions that may present significant hardships for some survivors,
such as accepting whatever safe DV shelter space is available, being
sober or abstaining from substance use, and no guests. While these
restrictions make DV shelters not always a good fit for some survivors,
they are available as a resource in the community right now.

Unfortunately, your local DV organization is likely underfunded and
lacks capacity to meet all the needs in your community. According to
the 2021 National Network to End Domestic Violence National One
Day Census, in just one day, DV agencies across the country received
roughly 21,000 crisis contacts by phone, chat, text, and/or email, and
served more than 70,000 Survivors through emergency shelters/
housing or nonresidential assistance including counseling, legal
advocacy, support groups, etc. Yet still approximately 10,000 unmet
requests for services occurred in this one day, including emergency
shelter, housing, transportation, childcare, legal representation, and
more—that could not be provided because programs lacked the
resources to meet victims’ needs.®* There is a lot of need and your
program, no matter how big or small, can help meet it.



IPV advocates already provide a number of safety planning services,
including meeting survivors at safe locations for safety planning and
extraction. Models already exist in which the advocate will meet

the survivor at a hotel or other location (a restaurant or church, for
example) and help them address their immediate safety needs.

We can build off of these existing practices and learn from local DV
organizations, many of whom recognize that survivors need a non-
law enforcement option and may be willing to partner with you. We
can also help dispel fears that local DV organizations will engage law
enforcement without the survivor's consent.

In a conversation with advocates from Futures Without Violence, they
pointed to the need to provide emergency safety planning services
with explicit policies against non-consensual law enforcement
engagement. While DV agencies are legally prohibited from involving
law enforcement without survivor consent (which is a direct violation
of state law and VAWA), having explicit policy could assuage fears of
survivors.

They also stressed the need for public education about safety planning
strategies that do not include law enforcement that are developed in
families, communities, and neighborhoods so that domestic violence
organizations are not the only source of knowledge about safety
planning. MH First is doing this in Oakland, and offering ongoing
training for new volunteers and members of the community so that
ultimately they can respond themselves without MH First.

Public education is also critical around community-based separation
of the person causing harm that does not rely on incarceration. This
can take many forms. Making people feel less isolated, building more
connections so survivors have people in their lives to create that
separation from the person causing harm, are practical first steps we
can take in this direction.

We provide some resources and places to find more info about safety
planning, so that your first responder team can also be a repository of
information for the rest of your community.

Engaging community leaders to spread awareness about your
program, as well as your explicit policy against non-consensual law
enforcement contact, will be key in growing your program.
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Let's be honest. Historically, it's not as if calling law
enforcement has ever worked for our communities.
Our communities have always figured out a way
to rally. And, in fact, if we truly look

particularly at communities of color,

going further back, women took in

other women before shelters were a

thing. It was: You knew so and so at

the end of the block, and she said,

“Girl, this is where you go, you're

gonna go there and she’ll take you,

we’'ll figure this out or whatever,

and I'll have my husband go over

to the house and watch the house

to make sure that everything is ok.”

We have done this before, we have built it, and
so we just need to return to what is funded and
understood and lifted up as an actual opportunity.

— Colsaria Henderson, California Partnership to End
Domestic Violence



We've had in our communities

these accountability support

systems before. | would come

home from school, sometimes

there would be a strange person in

my house with her kids. And I'd say, “Who’s that?”
My mama says, “Es tu tia — it’s your aunt.” “But I've
never seen her,” and she'd say, “Go play with the
kids.” And | did.

| mean she was a stranger, but my mom called her
my aunt. “She’s your relative.” | would see bruises
on her arms and stuff like that, and my mom would
take her. And so we've had those systems that
embraced...the thing is that because we've been
indoctrinated in this punitive system for so long,
we've forgotten many of these ways.

And the other thing is that we need the system to
get out the way, get out of the way of really what
we need to do, because there are models out there.

— Maestro Jerry Tello, National Compadres Network
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Small conflicts prepare us for bigger conflicts and even instances
of violence. These smaller interactions can give us the practice and
language to change how we relate to one another.

~ Transformative justice processes can feel daunting because they
require a deep commitment of time and energy. Organizers in the
transformative justice movement, however, emphasize that we can all
take smaller steps in our daily lives and in our personal relationships
that can move in the direction of transformative justice, deepen our
relationships with the people around us, and prepare us to take bigger
steps in the future.

In their workbook Fumbling Towards Repair, Mariama Kaba and Shira
Hassan share an excerpt from Erica R. Meiners of a transformative
justice intervention on one block:

Several years ago, my household decided that we would no
longer be silent withesses to an ongoing “domestic disturbance”,
After deciding not to look away, my household strategized and
formulated a loose plan that was neither radical nor labor-
intensive. We introduced ourselves to this couple who live two
doors south and made a point to have repeated conversation
about mundane topics in moments when no one appeared in
crisis or high or drunk...We talked to other neighbors about what
was going on and about how to reduce the police presence, which
no one in the neighborhood wanted...When we heard yelling and
what might be violence, at least two of us walked over and said,
“Hi. Is everyone ok?”

Our actions changed the neighborhood in small ways. People
on the block talked to one another more. We shared information
about other issues on our block: elderly neighbors that needed

~ help, annoying dog owners who did not pick up dog poop, bad
landlords..... Perhaps the violence was driven inside, into the
basement or behind locked doors and windows. Perhaps our
friendliness was interpreted as social shaming. Perhaps we simply
masked the problem. Yet this experience did give us a new way
of thinking about our block, about the work of community, the
relationships between neighbors, and the idea that a bystander is
never neutral but rather plays an integral role.%*

We can all begin to practice transformative justice by building
community, block by block, one conversation at a time.



As we build community-centered intervention and
prevention strategies (ultimately with funding
attached), we should think about what would

it be like for us to return to a way in which

people in your community — and | define
community loosely: your church, your mosque,
your synagogue — show up and ask, ‘What's
happening, and how do we have your back? How
do we believe you, take care of you, and help you
find what's needed for that moment, and then
on an ongoing basis.’

— Colsaria Henderson, California Partnership to End
Domestic Violence
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Momentum is building for shifts in policy and practice, away
from punitive responses to IPV and towards public health,
economic and community solutions.®®* This moment has been
a long time coming. In this section, we briefly trace how the
anti-IPV movement became enmeshed with the criminal
punishment system, the growing debate around non-carceral
approaches, and what are some policy changes we need to
reimagine public safety in our homes and relationships.



| really feel like this is the pivot point in our field...to
be able to see a horizon, see a future, where there is
very little to no law enforcement involvement in our
communities because there doesn’t have to be.

—Jacquie Marroquin, California Partnership to End
Domestic Violence

The antiviolence movement was largely a grassroots, survivor-centered
movement until a couple of things happened: 1) The foremothers

of the anti-IPV movement, in their desperation to save the lives of
women, turned to law enforcement as the primary answer for safety —
and many did so without understanding clearly the potential negative
impacts this would have on communities of color; 2) Some folks in

the anti-violence movement preyed upon this desperation to launch
campaigns that co-opted narrative and funding.

“Despite women of color in the domestic violence field warning us
40 years ago that this collusion and this meshing into the criminal-
legal system was going to be problematic for communities of color,
we ended up in 1994 with the Violence Against Women Act, which
was tucked into the Crime Bill of 1994,” explains Jacquie Marroquin of
California Partnership to End Domestic Violence. “The Violence Against
Women Act, which provided all of the infrastructure that the field now
has — funding, shelters, the package of services that our organizations
provide — all of those were part of the same Crime bill that increased
the prison population and has fueled the mass criminalization of
Black and Brown bodies across the country.”

Beth Richie and Shira Hassan chronicled some of this
history in a 2020 webinar: the movement’s priority
focus on liberation, justice, healing shifted towards
a focus on “safety”, where “safety” and “success”
meant services (like a protection order and 30
days housing), not liberation or any kind of
transformation or accountability.®®
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Mimi Kim, cofounder of INCITE! Women of Color Against
Violence, reflects on the past several decades of the anti-
violence movement’s focus on criminalization and what
it has meant for survivors:

“There was a real limitation in the kind of services we
were developing. We still need shelters, but there
was a way in which everything was focused around
escape: that if you are facing a violent situation —
whether it be sexual violence or domestic violence
or interpersonal violence — you needed to leave
that relationship, you needed to get out, you
need to escape as an individual and as someone
disconnected from your communities.

“And in a way, the ways in which | know many people in my
community have been very, very connected to our families, caring
what people think, relying upon each other, it was looked upon in a
kind of a white, western frame, as overly dependent, childlike, and
was discouraged. And for many people they didn’t want to leave

a relationship, they didn’t think that was an option for them, they
actually preferred staying. They knew that escaping might mean
leaving their entire community.

“So that is not that different than it is today — unfortunately that’s
20 years ago I'm describing — for many people if you're going to call
a shelter, a hotline, or a crisis line, this is still the kind of assumption
that you're going to have. | also saw how | was part of a movement
that had gone increasingly towards law enforcement: call 9-1-1 was
on all of our hotlines, and still is; the Violence Against Women Act,
VAWA, is part of the crime bill, and it is still, part of the Department
of Justice, which is where law enforcement rests. So | think that many
of us, particularly in communities of color, queer communities, and
immigrant communities were feeling like these options still were
not very available to us, didn’'t meet our needs, and were not what
we were looking for. And yet we were really trapped in this kind of
framework.”



A moment of truth in the domestic violence movement.

Now attitudes seem ready to change. There is growing debate and

dialogue within the Domestic Violence / IPV movement around the
role of policing and the carceral system, and how to offer services to
the millions of survivors for whom the police are not a safe option.®”

Alternative responses for IPV are growing in popularity. A 2020 poll
found that “8 in 10 Californians (79%) support alternatives to jail for
people who cause domestic violence” including counseling, substance
use treatment, social worker supervision, or “restitution to the person
who experienced the violence (for example, paying for their therapy,
medical expenses, or loss of employment).”

We need to trust people to be the experts on their
own lives and to take them seriously and have faith
in people to set the course for working from harm to
transformation. | think that comes from... best from
people who are experiencing harm and have q vision
for themselves about what they want. And to give
people time to identify what that is and be willing
to sit with the discomfort of not being able to rescue
somebody in q, in a simple or quick way. | think that
those values were ultimately the most
healing for me.

— A Community Responds to
Domestic Violence, STOP>
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Support for removing IPV response from law enforcement and into the
hands of trained civilian responders — similar to the MH First model —
is growing across the country. Several national and local polls already
show that strong majorities favor a non-law enforcement community
response to intimate partner violence, domestic disturbances and/or
interpersonal violence.!?°

As community first response programs begin to launch, we need to
fund these programs adequately so they can succeed — and then
scale them up. This will take time, and trial and error. We can spur
the process along, however, if we can win some public funding for
alternatives to police in our city and state budgets.

The Anti Police-Terror Project, the Justice Teams Network, our network
members, and coalition partners support legislation which would
fund community response models like MH First to respond to Intimate
Partner Violence and other crises. In 2021, the state of California
adopted groundbreaking legislation that ITN co-sponsored, the
CRISES Act (AB118), to fund pilot community response programs like
MH First for IPV, mental health crises, and other local emergencies.'”

Redirecting dollars from bloated police budgets into things that
support communities, invest in our humanity, and prevent violence
from happening in the first place has become a national rallying cry
taken up by organizers across the country. As these campaigns gain
traction, IPV is a logical place where police should be removed to the
maximum extent possible.

Outside of immediate crisis response that does not rely on police/
incarceration, prevention and investment in protective factors at
all levels is crucial.’??



The whole criminal legal system...it doesn't sustain
safety, it doesn’t help folks, it doesn't effectively
contribute towards healing the harm, getting to root
causes. It just doesn't... Healing doesn’t happen in 52
weeks. Healing doesn’t happen overnight.

— Reina Sandoval-Beverly, STAND for Families Free of ”

Violence

Economic dependence is a key risk factor for IPV, and poverty is
among the root causes that leads to many forms of violence and
abuse. We can't just focus on stopping individual incidents of
violence; we need to address poverty and the underlying conditions
that produce it. Economic justice measures, like deeply affordable
housing, are IPV prevention strategies and obvious places to reinvest
after reallocating funds from bloated, wasteful police budgets.’®®* Such
strategies enjoy overwhelming popularity as well.’**

The most frequent and unmet request among survivors is stable,
affordable housing. It is especially hard for survivors to find housing
because of depleted savings, poor credit because of financial abuse,
and past evictions due to domestic violence (some states have laws
protecting against this, but many don’t).1

Community is essential to overcoming isolation that often keeps
survivors trapped. With gentrification, where is the space that
can hold this sense of community?'°¢ How can we rebuild our
neighborhoods and communities torn apart by gentrification
and displacement?

With gentrification, where is the space that
will hold the sense of community?

— Erin Scott, Marissa Seko & Undrea
Barnes, Family Violence Law Center
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The menu of options that mainstream DV organizations provide,
which comes from the state of CA, is limited, especially for people
who harm.'°7” Currently, the anti-domestic violence movement is
largely divided between services and policies for “victims” on the one
hand versus “batterers” on the other. Organizations that work with the
person causing harm or the entire family cannot get federal funding,
which has created a large gap and needs to be addressed. As noted
earlier, advocates stress the importance of whole family work, which is
almost impossible under existing political conditions. Most programs
for people who cause harm are only available after they are arrested
(and typically convicted) and are certified and governed by probation
departments, which often do not certify programs that are non-
punitive or culturally-rooted.

In an attempt to distance responses to IPV from the criminal justice
system and address the issue as the public health problem it is, IPV
could be something that public health departments are responsible
for, not probation departments. This type of hand-off, probation to
public health, has happened across many states, including California,
with respects to juvenile justice. IPV could be a new addition to this
trend, introducing professionals with different perspectives into the
fight against IPV that are not a part of law enforcement agencies.!?®



To decriminalize domestic violence, repealing mandatory arrest
procedures is an absolute must. There is little to no credible deterrence
effect, while the harms from these policies are palpable. Forcing police
officers to arrest people involved in IPV has dramatically increased the
rate of double arrests, where both the abusing partner and survivor

are arrested, and cases where the survivor is falsely arrested, as we
noted earlier. In addition, not all survivors want their partners arrested.
Mandatory arrest policies force a one size fits all solution that is
ultimately counterproductive when stopping IPV.1°°

No-drop prosecution policies should be ended. Forcing prosecutors

to pursue domestic violence cases, regardless of the survivor's wishes,
unnecessarily involves the criminal legal system and contributes to
mass incarceration. Mandatory sentences should be removed as well."°
American jails and prisons are some of the most violent institutions

in the world. Where is the logic in sending people who cause violence
into more violence, providing them with no resources or support and
then spitting them back into our communities to start the cycle all
over again?

Decarceration itself is an intimate partner violence prevention strategy,
as prisons, jails and immigrant detention centers create more trauma,
destabilization, and isolation for families, and replicate patterns of
violence, abuse, patriarchy, power and control.™
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VAWA funds total approximately $600 million annually — 85% of
which is dedicated to the criminal legal system instead of social
services."? These funds should be redistributed from the criminal

legal system to provide economic relief to survivors and funding

for community programs. Survivors are often caught up in cycles of
financial abuse, meaning they require immediate, sustained financial
support. Consequently, microloans and cash transfers should be
available for survivors. Furthermore, VAWA funds should not be
withheld from programs that incorporate transformative justice
strategies. States differ on which types of domestic violence cases can
and cannot use VAWA funds, but, in general, this foreclosure of revenue
discourages the exploration of alternative approaches, entrenching the
status quo. Broadening the parameters of VAWA is key to nurturing a
transformative justice approach.™



Did you know that undocumented survivors of IPV may be
eligible for VAWA or U-Visa immigration benefits? There are

also immigration benefits for survivors of trafficking (T-visa)."
These avenues would likely require working with the state but
are important considerations for callers to know about. Local
immigrants rights organizations or legal aid offices might be able
to assist with these issues.
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https://incite-national.org/community-accountability/
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/
http://justbeginnings.org/
https://www.8toabolition.com/remove-police-from-schools
https://www.8toabolition.com/repeal-laws-that-criminalize-survival
https://www.8toabolition.com/provide-safe-housing-for-everyone
https://www.8toabolition.com/invest-in-care-not-cops

Affirmed by:

Alabama Coalition Against Rape

Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
Arkansas Coalition Against Sexual Assault

California Coalition Against Sexual Assault

California Partnership to End Domestic Violence

CAWS North Dakota

Colorado Coalition Against Sexual Assault

End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin

Florida Council Against Sexual Violence

Georgia Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Georgia Network to End Sexual Assault

Idaho Coalition Against Sexual & Domestic Violence
lllinois Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Indiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence

lowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence

lowa Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Jane Doe Inc. (Massachusetts Coalition Against Sexual and
Domestic Violence)

Kentucky Association of Sexual Assault Programs, Inc.
Kentucky Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Maine Coalition to End Domestic Violence

Maryland Network Against Domestic Violence
Mississippi Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Montana Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
Nebraska Coalition to End Sexual and Domestic Violence
Nevada Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence
New Jersey Coalition Against Sexual Assault

New Jersey Coalition to End Domestic Violence

New Mexico Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs, Inc.
New York State Coalition Against Domestic Violence
New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault

North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence
North Carolina Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Ohio Alliance to End Sexual Violence

Ohio Domestic Violence Network

Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape

Tennessee Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence
Utah Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Vermont Network Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
Violence Free Colorado

Virginia Sexual & Domestic Violence Action Alliance
Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs
Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence
West Virginia Coalition Against Domestic Violence
Wisconsin Coalition Against Sexual Assault
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It is clear that major political, social and cultural changes need
to happen in order to eradicate violence in our relationships
and communities. While we fight for those changes, we must
urgently create solutions ourselves — and we have them right
here in our own communities.

Community responses to violence are not new. We have been
gifted a set of tools from Black, Indigenous, POC, and immigrant
communities, from queer, trans, and disabled folks. They have
shown us that it's doable, it’s feasible, and it’s up to us.

Let’s use these tools and keep building. Start small, with actions
in your home or apartment, on your block, at your workplace or
place of worship. Let’s do the work of organizing and building
the relationships we need with each other so that we're ready
to mend our neighborhoods and heal our communities.



The United States was founded on violence. Violence against Black
folks. Violence against Indigenous folks. Violence against Brown folks.
Violence against women. The violence is not going anywhere any time
soon. But we can choose how we respond to violence. We can choose
transformative justice over a violent carceral state. We can choose
healing over punishment. We can choose to invest in community care
for community crisis rather than badges and guns that are either not
utilized by survivors in danger or that bring more harm and violence
when they are.

In this moment, when the entire world is reimagining how we define
and implement public safety, our focus should be on creating small
replicable models rooted in abolitionist paradigms that build on
Indigenous and African healing practices our communities have
engaged in for hundreds of years. We have always known that our
safety could not be found in the house of our oppressor. It is beyond
time that we define and implement safety for ourselves. Because,
beloveds, We Take Care of Us.
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https://www.creative-interventions.org/toolkit/ 
https://www.antipoliceterrorproject.org/resources

https://www.antipoliceterrorproject.org/mh-first-1

https://justiceteams.org/healing-justice/train-the-trainer

http://

dignityandpowernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Healing-
Justice-Toolkit PRINT March-1.pdf

Help@ACallForChangeHelpline.

org

https://acallforchangehelpline.org/

https://growinganewheart.org/
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http://dignityandpowernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Healing-Justice-Toolkit_PRINT_March-1.pdf
http://dignityandpowernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Healing-Justice-Toolkit_PRINT_March-1.pdf
http://dignityandpowernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Healing-Justice-Toolkit_PRINT_March-1.pdf
mailto:Help@ACallForChangeHelpline.org
mailto:Help@ACallForChangeHelpline.org
https://acallforchangehelpline.org/
https://growinganewheart.org/

https://fireweedcollective.org/peer-workshops-and-trainings/

https://millionexperiments.com/

https://batjc.wordpress.com/pods-and-pod-mapping-worksheet/

https://incite-national.org/community-
accountability-working-document/.

https://www.akpress.org/fumbling-towards-repair.htmil.
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https://fireweedcollective.org/peer-workshops-and-trainings/
https://millionexperiments.com/
https://batjc.wordpress.com/pods-and-pod-mapping-worksheet/
https://incite-national.org/community-accountability-working-document/
https://incite-national.org/community-accountability-working-document/
https://www.akpress.org/fumbling-towards-repair.html

https://transformharm.org

https://

leavingevidence.wordpress.com/2019/12/18/how-to-give-a-good-
apology-part-1-the-four-parts-of-accountability/

http://project-nia.org/building-accountable-communities-toolkit

http://bcrw.barnard.edu/building-accountable-

communities/

https://www.akpress.
org/beyond-survival.html

https://just-practice.
org/about-just-practice
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http://TransformHarm.org
https://transformharm.org
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https://leavingevidence.wordpress.com/2019/12/18/how-to-give-a-good-apology-part-1-the-four-parts-of-accountability/
https://leavingevidence.wordpress.com/2019/12/18/how-to-give-a-good-apology-part-1-the-four-parts-of-accountability/
http://project-nia.org/building-accountable-communities-toolkit
http://bcrw.barnard.edu/building-accountable-communities/
http://bcrw.barnard.edu/building-accountable-communities/
https://www.akpress.org/beyond-survival.html
https://www.akpress.org/beyond-survival.html
https://just-practice.org/about-just-practice
https://just-practice.org/about-just-practice

http://www.generationfive.org/
wp-content/uploads/2013/07/C5 Toward Transformative Justice-
Document.pdf.

https://

www.akpress.org/revolutionstartsathome.html

http://www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/

https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/helpdesk.
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http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.pdf
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.pdf
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.pdf
https://www.akpress.org/revolutionstartsathome.html
https://www.akpress.org/revolutionstartsathome.html
http://www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/
https://www.interruptingcriminalization.com/helpdesk

https://survivedandpunished.orq/2022/04/13/
new-toolkit-safety-planning-and-intimate-partner-violence/

https://vawnet.org/material/danger-assessment

https://www.mosaicmethod.com/

https://www.cpedv.org/.

https://www.thehotline.org/

https://preventipv.org/



https://survivedandpunished.org/2022/04/13/new-toolkit-safety-planning-and-intimate-partner-violence/
https://survivedandpunished.org/2022/04/13/new-toolkit-safety-planning-and-intimate-partner-violence/
https://vawnet.org/material/danger-assessment
https://www.mosaicmethod.com/
https://www.cpedv.org/
https://www.thehotline.org/
https://preventipv.org/

Ways to help children and adults living with violence
Engaging men

Healing & prevention work focused on children

Promoting employment opportunities for trafficking survivors
LGBTQ IPV resources

Anti-racism as violence prevention

https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/.

https://www.nationalcompadresnetwork.org/training/training-
curricula/

https://www.cuav.org/trainings-workshops.

https://avp.org/wp-content/
uploads/2017/04/ncavp_trans_ipvtoolkit.pdf.

https://forge-forward.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/safety-
planning-tool.pdf.
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https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/wp-content/uploads/Futures_Resources-updated.pdf
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/engaging-men/
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/children-youth-teens/
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/human-trafficking/promoting-employment-opportunities-survivors-trafficking/
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/health/lgbtq-ipv/
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/health/racism/
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/health/racism/
http://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/health/racism/
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/
https://www.nationalcompadresnetwork.org/training/training-curricula/
https://www.nationalcompadresnetwork.org/training/training-curricula/
https://www.cuav.org/trainings-workshops
https://avp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/ncavp_trans_ipvtoolkit.pdf
https://avp.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/ncavp_trans_ipvtoolkit.pdf
https://forge-forward.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/safety-planning-tool.pdf. 
https://forge-forward.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/safety-planning-tool.pdf. 

https://vawnet.org/sc/preventing-and-responding-domestic-
violence-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-or-queer-lgbtqg

https://translifeline.org/

http://www.tgijp.org/

https://alp.org/programs/sos.



https://vawnet.org/sc/preventing-and-responding-domestic-violence-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-or-queer-lgbtq
https://vawnet.org/sc/preventing-and-responding-domestic-violence-lesbian-gay-bisexual-transgender-or-queer-lgbtq
https://translifeline.org/
http://www.tgijp.org/
https://alp.org/programs/sos

https://www.sovereign-bodies.org.

https://www.apichaya.org/#home-section.

https://chatproject.org/.

https://www.crisisprevention.com/Blog/CPI-s-Top-10-De-Escalation-
Tips-Revisited.



https://www.sovereign-bodies.org
https://www.apichaya.org/#home-section
https://chatproject.org/
https://www.crisisprevention.com/Blog/CPI-s-Top-10-De-Escalation-Tips-Revisited
https://www.crisisprevention.com/Blog/CPI-s-Top-10-De-Escalation-Tips-Revisited

https://theantioppressionnetwork.com/resources/terminologies-of-

oppression/.

http://aorta.coop/

https://collectiveliberation.org/.

https://www.berkeleycopwatch.org/know-

your-rights.

https://9a46f9d7-
48d3-4fb9-8191-4c83ccb5c68f.filesusr.com/
ugd/9faa72 802af2739a7c42c8a06c7f23f456215f.pdf.

https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/heres-how-to-cop-

watch/.

https://www.assatasdaughters.org/

copwatch-2.

http://www.
peoplesresponseteamchicago.org/uploads/8/7/9/8/87981704/
bystander invention.pdf.

http://www.peoplesresponseteamchicago.org/
uploads/8/7/9/8/87981704/cop watch 101 .pdf.
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Abeut the
Netwerk

The Justice Teams Network is a project of the Anti Police-Terror
Project. The JTN statewide coalition is comprised of rapid response
organizations across California that build infrastructure to support
victims and survivors of state violence and mass criminalization.

https://justiceteams.org/

Abeut the
Ants Peliee~Tower Prejeet

The Anti Police-Terror Project is a Black-led, multi-racial,
intergenerational coalition that seeks to build a replicable and
sustainable model to eradicate police terror in communities of color.
We support families surviving police terror in their fight for justice,
documenting police abuses and connecting impacted families and
community members with resources, legal referrals, and opportunities
for healing.

www.antipoliceterrorproject.org.
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