
David Kekaulike Sing, Ph.D. 

Managing Partner of Education Prism, LLC;  Emeritus Professor at the University of Hawaii at 

Hilo 

• Dr.  Sing is known for creating programs that allow native Hawaiian students to believe that 

“anything and everything is possible.”   At a time when native Hawaiian programs for 

academic success was non-existent, he designed and conducted the first programs for native 

Hawaiians that were acknowledging and building upon their strengths as opposed to remedial 

and deficit-based programs.  Through the years, the programs he started for native Hawaiians 

were models for higher education retention and graduation, raising achievement and 

aspirations for K-12 students, and Stem and Health career pathways.   His former students 

are medical doctors, engineers, teachers, scientists, university faculty, attorneys, community 

leaders, government leaders, entrepreuners.  He is especially proud of helping his students 

believe in themselves and in serving their families and community.   

• Dr. Sing’s research and experience is in creating optimal learning conditions for Native 

Hawaiians and other underserved populations. His education model was applied in higher 

education through the Hawaiian Leadership Development Program at the University of 

Hawaii at Hilo in the 1980ʻs and was the first support service program for native Hawaiian 

students in higher education in the University of Hawaii.  It became a model replicated by 

other campuses to enhance recruitment, retention and graduation of native Hawaiians.   

• Dr. Singʻs model was also applied to a K-12 program he designed for native Hawaiian 

children in grades K-12  through a pedagogy that integrates native perspective, history, 

language, culture and values  that raised the achievement and aspirations of native Hawaiian 

children.  The Center known by its Hawaiian name – Nā Pua Noʻeau opened offices 

statewide administered through UH campuses.   The program was successful in increasing 

the number of native Hawaiians enrolled at the University of Hawaii campuses 

• While participating in NIEA conventions to broaden his work and to  learn from Indian 

education, he mobilized native Hawaiian education caucus groups creating a voice for native 

Hawaiian education to be heard through grassroots venues. He was the founding President of 

the Native Hawaiian Education Association (NHEA). It replicated NIEA at a regional level 

and provided a venue for native Hawaiian educators to work on their local issues in the same 

way NIEA does for the native educators on the continent.    

• In collaboration with NIEA, he worked with the NIEA board and administration to include 

native Hawaiians as regular voting members of NIEA.   He served as Vice President and the 

first native Hawaiian on the National Indian Education Association Board of Directors. This 

was an important step in the many partnerships that have formed across the nation between 

native Hawaiian educators and their counterparts in Indian nation.  

• Dr. Sing was awarded the National Indian Education Association Educator of the Year 

Award in 2008. In 1991 and 2009, he received the Native Hawaiian Education Award 

recognized as the outstanding educator for contributing to the achievement and educational 

enrichment of native Hawaiian children.  

• Dr. Sing received his master’s and doctorate degrees from Claremont Graduate School in 

California.  

• Upon his retirement from the University he was awarded the Professor Emeritus title.   

• He continues his work through Educational Prism LLC as managing partner.   



 


