
 
A  Walk for Peace, Respect and Friendship is planned for Saturday April 28, 2012 at 2pm in 
Caledonia, including speeches, a potluck, live music, games, activities and discussions.   

For over 200 years, until the 2006 land reclamation or occupation at Douglas Creek Estates, in 
Caledonia, the Six Nations have pursued settlement of their grievances by conventional means 
only.  For seven generations the Six Nations have waited for the courts or negotiations to 
work.  To no avail. 
 

When it is said that ‘the honour of the Crown has been brought down’, it is about the honour of 
all Canadians.  That's why this is our issue and not just "theirs".  We are all treaty people.  
 
The Walk for Peace, Respect and Friendship on April 28th, is a real opportunity to show support 
for the Six Nations People by bringing our communities together in a peaceful call for our 
treaties to be honoured.  The walk will start at Edinburgh Square, Caledonia, and is not more 
than 1 mile long. Bus transportation from Toronto is available, pickup at subway stop. For more 
information and to reserve a seat see the website http://www.april28.net  or contact Steve Watson 
email: stevewatson51@rogers.com  
 
Buses would be leaving from Toronto around 12 noon and the exact bus locations and times will 
be posted soon. The buses will take you to where the walk starts in Caledonia . That's Edinburgh 
Square on the north side of the Grand River just east of the bridge.  We will walk from there to 
the land reclamation site known as Kanonhstaton ("protected place") and, after  speeches, a 
potluck meal, live music, games, discussions, the buses will return people to Toronto by about 8 
pm.  
 
Background and History - So, what is this all about? 
 
The Six Nations or Haudenosaunee people of the Grand River Reserve near Brantford are 
compressed into just 4% (40,000 acres) of the Haldimand Tract (originally close to one million 
acres). That land tract was proclaimed by treaty for them in 1784 by Governor General Frederick 
Haldimand. All the towns of the Grand River have plans to grow on land not surrendered by the 
Six Nations. However, the Haudenosaunee people (Six Nations) themselves who have a strong 
and credible claim to it are the only people who are not supposed to expand their community on 
this very land! Go figure! 
 
The treatment of indigenous peoples in Canada by all levels of government, business, and 
Canadian society as a whole is Canada's human rights catastrophe. The fact is that indigenous 
children are 3 x more likely to be taken into care even though child welfare agencies for them 
receive 22% less funding than the equivalent for non-native kids, that indigenous youth are about 
seven  times more likely to die by suicide, that public and high school education funding for each 
indigenous student is $2,000 to $3,000 less than the funding for non-native kids. (2011 Report 
Card on Child and Family Poverty, Campaign 2000) 
 
The hundreds of unresolved land claims are part of this shameful legacy. One of the largest and 



longest but most thoroughly documented land claims is the land rights the Six Nations of the 
Grand River. This walk in Caledonia is being organized by a broad coalition of groups and 
individuals to try to promote a peaceful  and respectful dialogue between the larger non-native 
population, our leaders and the Six Nations at the Grand River Territory. It is our fervent hope 
that a dialogue that is based on respect for the words of our ancestors and the treaties that we 
entered into (but which we have broken, not honoured) would lead to a just resolution of land 
rights issues of the Six Nations and by extension to other indigenous peoples' land claims.  
 
Here are the sacred treaty words signified in the Two Row Wampum that the Nations of the 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) Confederacy  made with Dutch settlers in 1613: 
 
"You say that you are our Father and I am your Son. We will not be like Father and Son, but like 
Brothers. This wampum belt confirms our words. 
 
'Neither of us will make compulsory laws or interfere in the internal affairs of the other. Neither 
of us will try to steer the other's vessel.' 
 
The treaty is considered by Haudenosaunee people to still be in effect. 
Tradition states the duration of the Two Row Wampum agreement: 
 
"As long as the Sun shines upon this Earth, that is how long OUR Agreement will stand; Second, 
as long as the Water still flows; and Third, as long as the Grass Grows Green at a certain time of 
the year. Now we have Symbolized this Agreement and it shall be binding forever as long as 
Mother Earth is 
still in motion." 
 
Our invitation to the April 28th Walk: 
 
"The time has come to stand together and respect the words of our ancestors, to call for our 
treaties to be honoured, and to bring our communities allies to celebrate the principles of Peace, 
Friendship and Respect. All (of a good mind and heart) are welcome!" 
 
Here is the text of the Haldimand Proclamation of 1784 - a solemn treaty made by the Governor 
General of Canada in 1784 with the Six Nations compensating them for the loss of their lands in 
the American States on account of their faithful alliance with the Loyalist side in the 
Revolutionary War: 
 
"Frederick Haldimand, Captain General and Governor General in Chief of the Province of 
Quebec and Territories depending thereon, General and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's 
Forces in said Province and the Frontiers thereof - 
 
Whereas His Majesty having been pleased to direct that in consideration of the early attachment 
to his cause manifested by the Mohawk Indians, and of the loss of their settlement which they 
thereby sustained-- that a convenient tract of land under his protection should be chosen as a safe 
and comfortable retreat for them and others of the Six Nations, who have either lost their 
settlements within the Territory of the American States, or wish to retire from them to the British 
-- I have at the earnest desire of many of these His Majesty's faithful Allies purchased a tract of 



land from the 
Indians situated between the Lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron and I do hereby in His Majesty's 
name authorize and permit the said Mohawk Nation and such others of the Six Nation Indians as 
wish to settle in that quarter to take possession of and settle upon the Banks of the River 
commonly called Ours 
[Ouse] or Grand River, running into Lake Erie, allotting to them for that purpose six miles deep 
from each side of the river beginning at Lake Erie and extending in that proportion to the head of 
the said river, which them and their posterity are to enjoy for ever."[1] 
 
Given under my hand and seal at arms, at the Castle of St Lewis at Quebec, this twenty-fifth day 
of October one thousand seven hundred and eighty-four and in the twenty-fifth year of the reign 
of Our Sovereign Lord George The Third by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and 
Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith and so forth. 
 
Fredk Haldimand 
By His Excellency's Command 
 
 
 
	  


