
The sponsored family from Mynamar - In working with the United Church 
of Canada, the St. Pauls Refugee Sponsorship Team selected a family to 
sponsor from an approved United Nations refugee list. The family, which 
included two adults and their daughter, arrived on December 9, and the 
team, which also includes three members from Glen Abbey United Church, 
has been doing a great job supporting their integration and settlement. We 
are pleased to let you know that the family will be relocating at the end of 
May to Kitchener where there is a very large Chin community that is going 
to help them with their continued integration to Canada.
 
Biak (the father) has been progressing well with his ESL classes.  He is 
also an avid dart player and we have helped him participate in two 
tournaments since their arrival - he made it to the finals in one of them. Van 
Dawt came to Canada with very good English, which has really helped in 
our relationship with the family.  Their daughter, Monica, turned three a 
week ago and has grown so much in such a short time. Now, the family is 
expecting a new arrival.  A baby girl is due in September. 

We have supported the family in getting their OHIP cards, filling out 
applications for Child Tax Credits and other government subsidies, have 
helped them file their income tax with the CRA, open bank accounts, obtain 
credit cards, set up cell phone and internet and hydro, purchase tenant’s 
insurance, find medical care, and acquire housing.  As you can imagine, it 
is quite a daunting task for people new to our country to get a household all 
set up - but they did it, and they are very appreciative of the wonderful 
support from the churches.
 
While the subsidy we had anticipated from the government was less than 
expected, with the fundraising of the two churches, we have sufficient funds 
to support the family for their first year. After they relocate to Kitchener, we 
will continue to help support them with funds for accommodations, food,  
and other living expenses. 

The team is now considering their next steps, as individuals and as a team.  
If you are interested in being a part of this ministry, please talk to one us. 

Thank you. 
Selina Bajorek, Jackie Dilauro, Carolyn Stinson, Wendy Walker, Deborah 
Laforet


