
St. Paul’s United Church – Table Talk #5     October 29, 
2017 

The attached pages are all of the input received from those present for 
this Table Talk session which took place after church. 

There was no attempt to summarize the notes made by the five minute 
takers so that all input would be available. 

There is a section at the end of each question for the youth group input 
which is being collected at the beginning of their Friday night meeting by 
the leader. 

There were approximately 26 people at this session, not including the 
minute taker for each of the five tables. 

All tables answered all questions. 

We thank all of those who were able to attend and offer their input on 
the questions. 

Loving God, Loving Neighbourhood Planning Team 
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Table Talk – Week 5       October 29, 2017 

1) What is the purpose of worship? (for example: to provide information about God or to 
engage participants in an experience of God?).  

• to bring us together to share, learn and be inspired to live out our faith 

• to hear scripture and sermons and to help us to relate them to daily life 

• to give us hope for the future 

• to show us how to model the Christian life 

• For me, the purpose of worship is both to provide information about God (bible 
stories, lessons, etc.) but also to feel the presence of God in our lives.  

•  I think it is important in our busy lives to have time to sit, be present, reflect.  At the 
centre of this for me is the ability to make connections between the bible, God, etc. 
and our lives - whether it is on a personal level or larger like current affairs, 
community issues, etc.    

• Growing up, the bible and its messages always seemed foreign from my day-to-day life 
but at St Paul’s the connections are always very clear and I find that through the 
sermons especially (but also the children story time, music and readings) I always walk 
away with either a better understanding, clearer mind, etc.  The connection is 
essential -- if it isn’t there, worship would not be as meaningful.  

• Something else to note -- as a young mom – Deborah’s connection with kids and being 
able to make complex ideas seem so simple is much appreciated.  I think this is 
something that sometimes goes underappreciated - but her efforts with camps, PA 
days, etc. really help with outreach in the community 

• To learn enough about the relevance or message of God's teachings/Bible stories so 
that you can apply these to real life situations.  It is not enough just to attend 
church.  The goal for me is to be motivated or encouraged enough for me to put my 
faith into action.  Leave church with a drive to make a difference. 

• Both examples are valid 
• We come to worship God 
• Worship gives you a special feeling and energizes you and lets us know there is 

something greater than ourselves. 
• We don’t worship each other 
• Worship helps us to share with others 
• To get your battery recharged 
• To see other people with common beliefs 
• Community 
• Spirituality 
• An hour to sit and reflect 
• Time to meditate 
• Reconfirms our belief in a higher being 
• Provides structure for the rest of our lives 
• Both, but more towards the experience as a group 
• Information can be acquired individually (ie. At home) 
• Singing can be more interactive 
• It’s about engaging in the experience with each other 



• Current hymns are too boring – dead 
• Purpose is to connect with each other around faith 
• Purpose is to demonstrate one’s faith – show pride in being a Christian 
• Public acknowledgement of faith 
• Offers a group setting to explore faith (a comfortable setting) 
• Ability to have a spiritual experience 
• Should be inspirational and exciting (means different things to different people) 
•  Offers opportunity to reflect on meaning of gospel 
• Is a set time to come together (important) 
• Breaks bible into digestible chunks 
• The experience of God is important 
• Time for meditation 
• Bible interpretation via the sermon 
• Fellowship 
• Experience is important 
• Want to experience something you wouldn’t find anywhere else 
• Want to be inspired and go into the week inspired 
• Worship needs clear message 
• Ways to look at the bible in a relevant way for today’s society 
• Come away with something to think about 
• Take away something – learn and apply 
• To be challenged 
• Quiet the mind and bring it back to God 
• Singing older songs helps put things in perspective 
• Both – to provide information and help people participate. 
• A communal gathering to provide a time of meditation 
• Reflection time 
• Personal time to reflect on life 
• To be informed  
• To be stimulated 
• Physical layout with screens and sound 
• The leader leads as a theologian and gets people involved 

Youth Response: 
  

• Learn about God 
• Know how God wants us to live our lives 
• To take problems to God 
• Help us learn to be good people 
• To learn about what sort of person I want to be 

2) In what ways has or should worship be moving toward greater participation from all of 
the gathered people? 

• St. Paul's has, in the past, encouraged participation above and beyond attending 
services. I give my church A+ in that dep't. 

• Young people seem to enjoy taking part in scripture reading, skits, choirs, etc. during 
worship services. 



• Lots of opportunity for participation here. 

• Evening services, mid-week worship are things we could provide in the future. We 
never have a chance to worship at night and I miss this. 

• Some members don't enjoy being front and centre; they'll never want to be singled 
out; quite content to follow along from the pews; they contribute to their church in 
other ways, just not up front, moving the service along. 

• I feel worship does allow those that choose to participate to be able to.   There is lots 
of opportunities to get involved, time is given for young people,  etc.  I know there is 
a push toward less conventional forms of worship (I forget what this is called - gospel 
band, etc.) and although I appreciate the efforts to be inclusive, I sometimes miss 
leaving with a message that connects with me.  

• I think going forward we must consider BALANCE -- be inclusive of all different types of 
worship styles and balance those throughout the calendar year. 

• Not sure if I understand the context of the question being asked.  Participation in 
what?  The worship service or activities/groups within the church? If the question 
refers to participation in the worship service, I think that the church does a good job 
with this. I think everyone knows that they are welcome to do a reading, sing, etc. at 
whatever age they are.  The worship format itself, however, I find to be 
too repetitive and lacking of real personal contributions.  I think there is room to 
change the service to involve more people in different ways.  Perhaps more 
participation from people to share ideas or and experience from the week that has 
just passed.    Examples of where people have viewed or experienced a spiritual 
moment or received strength from God in a challenge they recently faced, etc.  May 
motivate people to put their faith into action or share other ideas.  I always find 
church more enjoyable when we are hearing about real life events that are happening 
in our world today - rather than thousands of years ago to people we only know 
through readings. 

• Do we need to have greater participation? 

• Do a good job currently involving lots of people 

• Important for children to be involved 

• Everyone feels part of the community 

• To get people involved in different ways 

• More people are involved, the more it feels like a community 

• The greater participation we have is very positive for our congregation 

• We need to ask people to participate in various activities – offering, ushering, 
communion, etc. 

• Perhaps we need targets – 10% of new people doing communion or offering etc. 

• Need to experiment with new types of services – try new things! 

• Participation builds community 

• Need to balance tradition and new 



• Helps us to share with others 

• More people involved with the service 

• Different ways to participate – response method, singing, dancing (music at 10) 

• Another example is people who do scripture reading and the choir, children’s time 

• Gathering after service, extra-curricular activities (bazaar) 

• Have a variety of people doing different things 

• More involvement with people 

• Share our experiences 

• Small group discussions 

• More involvement with children 

• Have kids bring up offering 

• More meditations 

• A mid week service 

• A Taize service 

• Wednesday night offering 

• Prayers of the people from congregational members 

• Finding out and leveraging people’s strengths 

• Relaxing traditional church standards (dress code, travel mugs in service) 

• Promoting accountability for church members to participate 

• Engage the people to “put on the service” – ministers can do sermon but not 
everything else 

• Use of multi-media (videos etc.) 

• Promote ad hoc announcements – give up total control 

• Wide variety of singing opportunities (even for those not musically inclined) 

• Allowing people to showcase their strengths in services (in non-traditional ways – not 
always through music – there are other ways, not everyone is musically inclined.  What 
about them?) 

• Create a sense of community that is needed 

• “The Home Church” concept (used at Meeting House) 

• Potential need to amalgamate? 

• Responsive participation 
• Add questions during worship 
• Configuration for better participation. 



• Congregation doing prayers of the people 
• Participation in prayers, music, scriptures, children with intergenerational services 
• Change can be a problem – part would not want change 
• Have to introduce new things. If we stay static in our confines we don’t get a chance 

to experience the way others do it 
• Language is important. Verbal and in music. We must be more inclusive and modern 
• Need contemporary views 
• Prepare for the service 
• Takes time to warm up to participation and clapping 
• Should all participate in Music at 10 
• Recommended that the choir be on the side aisles singing inward to get everyone 

involved 
• Current minister has upped participation a lot  

Youth Responses 

• Its family – the only family some people have 
• Playing a game in worship 
• Make worship more fun 
• Activities for all ages 
• Activities for specific ages  

3) Describe the importance of music in worship and how it is (or is not) a connecting point 
for youth and young adults in worship? 

• music unites; connecting point for all ages 
• hymns, introits, etc. are inspirational in a different way from the spoken word 
• opportunities for children and youth to play 
• various styles of music add interest, as does a variety of instruments 
• The music is awesome!  As a parent of young children who are in Joyful Noise, I cannot 

get over how much they get out of being involved in the choir, participating in 
concerts and included in the Variety Show.  For the first 2 years, my daughter 
considered choir her favourite extra-curricular above many paid activities (swimming, 
gymnastics, skating).  Bev does an amazing job of engaging all and having the older 
kids be role models to the younger ones.   

• As well, one of my first memories when I was attending the church was how cool 
GLOW seemed. As a middle school teacher, I admire the way Catherine chooses music, 
values their voice and celebrates their different musical strengths.    

• In addition to this, I always enjoy the adult choir and other ways that music is included 
in worship.  Actually, the way Deborah taught a song to the little ones and the 
congregation really was cool too.  I forgot about that till now but it makes the little 
ones feel like they are part of the entire church.   

• Very important for me.  Our music is too dated if we want to attract the younger 
generation.  They don't want to sing out of Hymn books.  Even I find this unexciting 
and monotonous at times.  Some churches I have attended have the youth playing 
Christian pop/rock music with electric guitars, drums and all.  Would be nice to have 
these instruments set up as a regular part of the service.  Now we just need to attract 
the players....... 

• Very important 
• Organ Tours 



• Like the old songs 
• Combination of new and old music 
• All age choirs – connects generations 
• 10 out of 10 
• Some music repetitive – evangelical 
• Praise Band, pot luck 
• Music is designed as part of traditional church experience 
• It is a way to connect people 
• Singing is important but other “arts” can be inspirational as well 
• Music is emotional, helps with spiritual connection 
• Not as important that we sing; more important what we sing; should be inspirational 
• Music is important to connect with youth, but a strong, unique community especially 

for young people 
• A Christian based rock concert might draw them in 
• Some feel we try lots of new things; others feel that we are still adverse to trying new 

things 
• Some feel we operate within a “box” – we are open to engaging people as long as they 

stay within our traditional box. 
• We are afraid to change for fear of losing people we have, rather than focusing on 

what we might gain. 
• Enjoy adult and youth choirs 
• Important to use modern day songs that youth know that are appropriate for church 
• Incorporate more modern music into the worship service (ex. Josh Groban) 
• Don’t think youth today know praise band songs but they do know modern songs. 
• Some of the hymns are antiquated 
• Music is very important for worship – uplifts the spirit 
• Music links message from sermon and helps us better understand the message 
• Allows us to praise God 
• Very motivational 
• HUGE! 
• Need music in the service – provides variety in the service 
• Need to be open to diverse types of music in order to reach everybody. 
• Music is emotional and personal 
• Only place we get to sing in a group unless you belong to a choir 
• We need to be accepting of types of music we might not like 
• Youth get energized by more modern music – resonates better with youth 
• Some youth do enjoy old hymns 
• More Voices versus Voices United 
• Music is a very important part of worship as a way for the congregation to participate 
• How do we get the youth to be included with the music 
• Many have been rude with the young people.  Have to provide special times for the 

youth to worship themselves and then come together 
• Have to listen to the youth to know what they want 
• Youth do have their own choirs and music 
• More intergeneration services 
• Need to make decisions faster on possible change and inclusion 
• Need balance between being open and keeping what we have 
• Need more variety 
• Submit your favourite hymn programme 
• Vary the music more 
• Who picks the music 



Youth Responses 

• More new music for newer families in church 
• Just sing your heart out – a straight path to God 
• Talking to God when I’m singing 
• Choir helps people pay attention 
• Sign of respect for God and for worship


