
Sanctuary Renovation Update 
As most of you remember, we are moving forward with the Sanctuary Renovation, but 
first we need to sever and sell the Manse.  This process involves receiving approval 
from Halton Presbytery, which was received in October, and then working through the 
Town of Oakville to first re-zone the manse property to residential (RL2-0 to be exact) 
and then apply to have the lot severed. 

This is proving to be a little more complicated, although most of the Town staff feel it 
should be completed – it is just going to take time.  We should be able to manage the 
costs within the amount stated in the proposal. 

We have engaged a survey firm to survey the manse lot and they have agreed to 
survey the complete church property for the same fee.  These surveys provide the 
basis for most of the other work we need to complete. 

During our initial meeting in October with the Town Planning department, they stated 
we should hire a Planner to guide us through the process, and we would need an 
Arborist report relating to the manse property.  They also require an engineering 
report showing that the water and sewer services for the manse do not cross property 
lines.  These specific needs were not pointed out at our prior meeting two years ago, 
but our $20,000 budget should handle most of the costs.  Any overrun should be 
minimal and have no real effect on the overall costs. 

We have met with a planner who has had extensive interaction with the Town of 
Oakville including five years working in the Town’s planning department on policy 
development.  He currently works as a consultant for the Town as well as individuals 
such as ourselves.  The Planner will help source and manage the other individuals 
needed to satisfy the requirements of the Town. 

One of the activities we need to complete prior to filing our submission for re-zoning 
will be to hold a public meeting about our plans.  The Town will provide a list of all of 
the addresses we are to invite and they will also guide the messaging that goes to 
these households.  We will need to document the meeting including questions asked 
and answers given and that will become part of our application to the town. 

As you can see, this is a fascinating process which will take a little time, but there is 
nothing that should stop it from being completed other than a problem with water 
and sewer systems (if they cross lot lines, we have a serious roadblock to severing the 
lots).  More to come as we complete the requirements. 
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