
 
 

Election 2022 Jersey Evangelical Alliance Questionnaire 
 

(Please respond by 2 June 2022 to secretaryjea@gmail.com ) 
 

Responses from Elaine Millar, Candidate for Deputy in St John, St Lawrence and 
Trinity 

 
(Note: several of the questions below are complex and many of them could form 

the basis of a lengthy essay on their own.  I have answered as best I can in the time 
available and without research (so the answers are purely personal opinion) but 

there are many nuances to each that I will not have covered).  
 
1.  Would you be in favour of expanding voting rights to all resident Islanders over 

the age of 16 and eliminating the two-year residency requirement before a 
person is allowed to vote in elections?  

 
I think we need some residential requirement for voting and some degree of 

commitment to the Island to allow people to vote.   I would consider reducing 
the two year period but not removing it entirely.  

 
 
2. What are your views about legislation which would regulate speech or the 

freedom of assembly? 
 
I believe in freedom of speech and assembly.  Everyone is entitled to their beliefs 

and opinions provided that they express them peacefully and respectfully to 
others.  There must be some controls, however, to avoid hate-speech, the 
spread of dangerous misinformation and the incitement of violence or 
prejudice towards others.  

 
 
3.  Would you describe yourself as a free speech absolutist or should there be 

certain limits on free speech?  
 
As above – I am not a free speech absolutist where it would endanger or prejudice 

others. 
 
 
4.  Currently “religion or belief” is not included in Jersey’s equality law as a 

protected characteristic. Would you be in favour of amending the law to make 
it illegal to discriminate against anyone because of their religion or belief? 

 
This is a very complex question. I agree in principle that a person should not be 

discriminated against because of their religion or belief (e.g. a person should 
not be disqualified from a job because of their faith or a recent high profile 
case in Scotland where a child was allegedly denied a place in a nursery 



 
because of their parent’s religious faith).  The difficulty arises where a person’s 
practice of their faith causes them to discriminate against others, such as 
women or members of another religious faith.   It is the “conflict of rights” aspect 
that makes this difficult – whose rights take precedence?    

 
I believe fundamentally in a person’s right to their faith or belief and in religious 

tolerance.  
 
 
5.  How important is it to you that Jersey maintains the role of the Dean in the States 

Assembly?  
 
I support the role of the Dean in the States Assembly.  
 
 
6.  Are you in favour of maintaining tax-payer support of parish churches?  
 
Yes, as they play an important part in community life; many are also of historical 

and cultural significance.  
 
 
7.  Are you aware that current government plans to eliminate marginal tax relief for 

married people will result in tax burden shifting to poorer Islanders as it lowers 
taxes for wealthier Islanders? Are you in favour of eliminating marginal tax relief 
for married people? Would you be in favour of allowing married couples to 
share their marginal tax relief allowances across a family unit?  

 
I do not know enough about the current proposals at present to be able to 

comment on this.  My understanding had been that the change in tax for 
married people would not disadvantage married couples.  

 
8. What improvements do you think need to be made to improve the mental health 

and well-being of islanders, particularly young people? 
 
It is difficult to answer such a wide question as the reasons for mental ill-health can 

be so varied and I am not a medical professional.  There is clearly a need for 
more investment and staffing in CAMHS; I am aware that the waiting list for 
talking therapies generally is too long, so we need further professionals to 
improve service levels.  While much of the focus is on mental health of young 
people, we must not forget the needs of the elderly.  There is, of course, a 
shortage of trained professionals both here and in the UK.   

 
There is much to be said about less prescribing of drugs and more “social” and 

“activity” prescriptions.  Some (not all) mental and physical health conditions 
can be improved by more social interaction and exercise.   

 



 
Otherwise, more flexibility from employers to enhance work/life balance (there will 
be similar considerations in schools) and more education on lifestyle factors and 
coping strategies, such as building resilience.  
 
 
9. What would you propose to improve transport links within and to the Island? 
 
We will not be able to improve and maintain our transport links at an affordable 

level without a strong demand for them.  We have to recognise the impact of 
the hospitality and tourism sectors and the financial services/business sectors in 
maintaining these links and make sure that those sectors continue to thrive. 

 
 
10. Are you in favour of a raise to the minimum wage or to institute a living wage in 

Jersey? 
 
In principle, yes.  
 
 
11. What are your views about how to make housing more affordable in Jersey?  
 
I support breaking the link between social and private sector rents, so that social 

rents are considered separately of the private sector.  I support the provision of 
more social housing and trying to remove any sense of stigma around social 
housing.   

 
I would like to look at remodelling/repurposing existing buildings for housing and 

using brownfield sites for development.  
 
More widely we should prioritise purchase in new developments by people who are 

“buying to live” rather than “buying to let”.   We also need to consider what is 
“affordable” as there are many people who are struggling to buy or even rent.   
While I support “help to buy” schemes, they have to be structured in a way that 
the first buyer is not the only person who benefits and that the property remains 
available and affordable for other purchasers in the same position.  

 
 
12. Would you be in favour of creating a special category of licensed employee for 

not-for-profit organisations that would give charities the ability to hire and offer 
housing to trained charity workers who are not currently resident in Jersey? 

 
I would need to see more information on this.  While it is attractive in principle, there 

are other sectors where recruitment and housing is difficult (teachers, nurses, 
social workers) and we would need to ensure a fair balance. 

 
 



 
13. Are you in favour of allowing allow Ukrainian nationals without family ties to stay 

in the island? Would you be in favour of Jersey receiving refugees from other 
areas of the world where there is a clear humanitarian crisis?  

 
In principle, yes.  We have to accept, however, that we are a small island and 

many people are struggling with housing (as above), which is causing significant 
impact on local families.  Consideration would have to be given to where 
refugees live and how they then contribute to the Island by taking up 
employment or other voluntary work.   

 
 
14. Do you support maintaining a minimum overseas aid budget of .7% of GDP? 
 
In principle, yes. 
 
 
15. In view of the UK’s proposed conversion therapy ban would you be in favour of 

a similar ban in Jersey? If so, what are the specific practices which would be 
made illegal?  

 
I don't know a great deal about conversion therapy but the notion that either 

gender or sexuality are conditions that can be "cured" by some form of 
treatment seems wrong.   I would support a ban.  I do not know what form this 
“therapy” takes so cannot comment on specific practices.  

 
16. Would you be in favour of expanding abortion provision in Jersey or making 

abortion more accessible in Jersey? 
 
I am not aware that there are significant issues arising from our current laws on 

abortion, nor what proposals may exist to expand provision or make it more 
accessible, so don’t feel able to comment on this.   

 
 
17. Are you in favour of legalising Assisted Suicide in principle in Jersey? If so, what 

safeguards would you propose creating as a part of any draft legislation put 
forward in the States assembly?  

 
 In principle, yes. I have not researched this but I think we need safeguards to 

protect vulnerable people (including medical assessments of physical health, 
mental health and capacity).  I would also support limiting access to assisted 
dying to people who have a diagnosis of terminal illness or illness which will result 
in uncontrollable pain or vastly diminished quality of life.  This must be a matter 
of choice for the individual alone and they should have private meetings with 
medical professionals to discuss their views.  

 



 
I believe that there are laws permitting assisted dying in other countries and we 

should learn from their experience.      
 
We also have to respect the feelings of doctors who do not wish to participate in 

the process, beyond giving medical advice on the person's health.  
 
 
18. Are you in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use? 
 
In principle, yes.  
 
 
19. What is your general view of religion, churches and other faith groups in Jersey? 

What is your experience with these groups? 
 
It seems to me that there is a strong faith-based community in Jersey, across many 

faiths and churches.  All do very good work in the community supporting both 
their congregations and other members of the community who need help.  I 
have limited experience of these faith groups but I respect their work and 
completely support their continuance.    

 
 
 
 
 
 


