
 
 

Election 2022 Jersey Evangelical Alliance Questionnaire 
 

(Please respond by 2 June 2022 to secretaryjea@gmail.com ) 
 
1.  Would you be in favour of expanding voting rights to all resident Islanders over 

the age of 16 and eliminating the two-year residency requirement before a 
person is allowed to vote in elections?  

 
All residents of Jersey from the age of 16 should be allowed to vote. I have lived in countries where 
I was only allowed to vote at the local council level (and only after living in that specific area for a 
specified amount of time) and not at the national level, because of my nationality, even though I 
lived for long periods of time, paid my taxes, accessed healthcare and with children in the school 
system. I would have preferred to be an active member of the community and expressed this 
through my right to vote- having experienced this first hand, I understand why others would also 
want to. 
 
2. What are your views about legislation which would regulate speech or the 

freedom of assembly? 
 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
3.  Would you describe yourself as a free speech absolutist or should there be 

certain limits on free speech?  
 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
4.  Currently “religion or belief” is not included in Jersey’s equality law as a 

protected characteristic. Would you be in favour of amending the law to make 
it illegal to discriminate against anyone because of their religion or belief? 

 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
5.  How important is it to you that Jersey maintains the role of the Dean in the States 

Assembly?  
 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
6.  Are you in favour of maintaining tax-payer support of parish churches?  
 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
7.  Are you aware that current government plans to eliminate marginal tax relief for 

married people will result in tax burden shifting to poorer Islanders as it lowers 
taxes for wealthier Islanders? Are you in favour of eliminating marginal tax relief 
for married people? Would you be in favour of allowing married couples to 
share their marginal tax relief allowances across a family unit?  



 
 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
8. What improvements do you think need to be made to improve the mental health 

and well-being of islanders, particularly young people? 
 
Candidate did not respond to this question 
 
9. What would you propose to improve transport links within and to the Island? 
 
See my environmental manifesto and answer to the environmental hustings questions: 
Microsoft Word - Enviro Hustings Hilary Jeune Answers (durrell.org). On transport that speaks 
to your own question some points below: 
What do you believe are the key areas within the transport sector that need addressing in order 
to achieve a reduction in emissions and benefit local Islanders? - The biggest impact would be 
focusing on regular journeys like the school run and the commute. Focus should be on 
revamping the bus system with aim for all major routes with a max 15 min frequency. A cross the- 
top bus linking Gorey to St Ouen through the Northern Parishes. To support this, develop 
parish transport hubs where people could cycle and lock bike securely to take the bus and to 
support people to get to these transport hubs. 
 
What would you do to address the gender gap for active travel and encourage cycling for all 
young people on the Island? - The Bikeability programme from Jersey sport is excellent. It 
needs to be rolled out to more years and promoted for more take up. - Increase facilities at work/ 
school to shower and change to work/ school clothes. - Road safety still puts off many 
people from active travel and needs to be integrated into any strategies to increase active 
travel uptake. 
 
What are your views on walking routes to school and would you do want to develop this within 
your parish? - District 3 has 4 schools with differing needs. It is not just the route that should be 
looked at (picking up the greatest number of children) but focusing on preparing the children 
and parents to be able to be comfortable to do this. It is a shame that is must be organised. 
Children should be able to walk to school safely, with parents feeling secure that they can allow 
this. It should be normal for us to see children walking/ cycling to school on their own and that 
we in our vehicles, slow down and respect that it is intimidating, unpleasant and scary having a 
huge metal noisy machine going past fast. Walking routes should be encouraged as a 
community effort rather than a government scheme through the Carbon Neutral Network and 
Parish Climate Change Committees. Road safety, education and awareness for vehicle users will 
need to be integrated into any schemes. 
 
10. Are you in favour of a raise to the minimum wage or to institute a living wage in 

Jersey? 
Yes, this is clearly stated in my manifesto. I think it is important to take the views of the hospitality 
and farming businesses into account when agreeing the specifics, as they can provide other 
benefits to staff such as lodgings/ food which could be costed into the overall amount. 
 



 
11. What are your views about how to make housing more affordable in Jersey?  
As stated in my manifesto: 
I want to see: 
1. Housing built as part of a community plan, with great local amenities, public open space, 
community facilities and alternative transport options. 
2. A different approach to how we build cost-effective, climate-resilient housing for all. 
3. Increased availability of assisted-purchase homes for young families, right-size homes and for 
key workers, especially more shared equity schemes for people that cannot go through the Housing 
Gateway. Ensure that more new homes are available for Jersey families to buy first, before being 
offered to investors. Need definition of affordability. 
4. Release of more states owned sites specifically to develop affordable houses. 
5. Improvements to the private rented sector through financial structures that can help people, 
especially young renters, afford a decent home. Give protection from excessive rent rises and 
protect tenants from any landlords who fail to respect tenants’ rights through a landlord’s 
registration scheme. 
6. Rapid implementation of the homelessness strategy and an action plan to stem our increasing 
homelessness crisis. 
 
12. Would you be in favour of creating a special category of licensed employee for 

not-for-profit organisations that would give charities the ability to hire and offer 
housing to trained charity workers who are not currently resident in Jersey? 

 
Yes, I would. As Deputy Chair of JAYF, Jersey’s young adult homeless charity, I have seen the 
difficulty of finding key workers for specific roles in the non-profit sector. I do, however, believe we 
can do more by offering more trainings and support to access these trainings in Jersey to encourage 
local people into local jobs. I also believe charities should work closer together to try and ensure 
there is no duplication in such a small jurisdiction. 
 
13. Are you in favour of allowing allow Ukrainian nationals without family ties to stay 

in the island? Would you be in favour of Jersey receiving refugees from other 
areas of the world where there is a clear humanitarian crisis?  

 
Yes – my family especially our children insisted that we put our names on the register. They were 
very disappointed that the policy suddenly changed, and Jersey was no longer going to accept 
refugees without families here. 
Having worked in the international development and humanitarian sector for 20 years, 
myself and my family are committed to support those fleeing from terror. I have visited post-
conflict zones and refugee camps, I was a key member of a coalition of civil society organisations 
(when I was working at Oxfam) that campaigned against the EU in 2015 rapidly setting up ‘Fortress 
Europe’, making deals, using development aid, to process asylum seekers in Africa and equipping 
board guards of brutal regimes with military equipment to close off boarders and the sea crossings. 
We are also Members of the Prisoners of Conscience Holiday Fund. 
 
 
 
 



 
14. Do you support maintaining a minimum overseas aid budget of .7% of GDP? 
I have worked for 20 years in international development mainly in scrutinising and influencing 
development finance of donor countries, which includes ODA. I have led international campaigns to 
push donor countries to reach 0.7% commitments that they have promised for over 50 years 
(1969). I have been involved in not only pushing for the quantity of ODA but also the quality, 
ensuring that it is spent effectively, following the development effectiveness principles. Currently, 
as part of my consultancy business, I am working with the OECD and UNDP on developing toolkits 
for Effective Private Sector Engagement in Development Cooperation specifically designed for the 
Private Sector, Civil Society, Trade Unions, and governments to help projects that are funded by 
ODA, to go beyond ‘do no harm’, to ensure ‘positive impact’. These will be launched at a High Level 
Summit in Geneva in December 2022.  
I have lots of other examples to show my level of expertise in this area at the international level. 
 
15. In view of the UK’s proposed conversion therapy ban would you be in favour of 

a similar ban in Jersey? If so, what are the specific practices which would be 
made illegal?  

No one should be told their identity is something that can be cured. Any form of conversion therapy 
(change and supress) should be banned, they are unethical, harmful, and ineffective practices. It 
results in higher rates of anxiety, depression and sometimes suicidal thoughts and self-harm. 
Some LGBTQIA+ people take years to reflect on and explore their sexual orientation and/or gender 
identity, and many rely on the help of therapists, psychologists, and religious leaders or 
communities to support them through that process. Spiritual exploration or counselling in an open 
and affirming manner can be a massive support for a person. But, if spiritual guidance, counselling 
or prayer takes the form of coercing a person to cure themselves of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity, this is not exploration or counselling. It is conversion therapy, and it is abuse.  
 
It is important to be clear that a ban is not about restricting prayer or criminalising regular religious 
or faith-based activity. There is no question that freedom of religion or belief is a crucial and 
fundamental right, and one which is a central and cherished part of life for many LGBTQIA+ people. 
But there is no freedom or right that grants a licence to harm, abuse, or torture another person. 
 
16. Would you be in favour of expanding abortion provision in Jersey or making 

abortion more accessible in Jersey? 
Yes, if it is needed to support women to have access to more on island choice. I would want 
to speak with professionals to understand further what the needs are. 
 
17. Are you in favour of legalising Assisted Suicide in principle in Jersey? If so, what 

safeguards would you propose creating as a part of any draft legislation put 
forward in the States assembly?  

I would like to have this choice for me. I would need to research further on what type of safeguards 
there should be to ensure there is no abuse of the system. I have lived in Belgium and the 
Netherlands for 20 years where this service is offered, and it would be useful to look to those 
countries that have had this ruling for a while to see what has worked and what has not, to ensure 
Jersey as the strongest safeguards in place. Placing this within a wider strategy for end-of-life care 
including enhancing palliative care and pain relief would hopefully limit the amount of people 
seeking this last resort. 



 
 
18. Are you in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use? 
There needs to be an investigation into what the legalisation of cannabis would look like in Jersey. It 
does not seem right that there is establishment support for medical marijuana, and it seems, strong 
government support given to the growing industry, in some cases with little backing of legislation, 
oversight and safeguards, while recreational use is still illegal and would mean someone could have 
a criminal record. It feels very unfair. One is potentially fuelling the other, with over prescription, 
supporting black market trade in supplying recreational use. With the need for me to further 
research this subject and talk to stakeholders involved, I do not think the current situation is 
tenable. 
 
19. What is your general view of religion, churches and other faith groups in Jersey? 

What is your experience with these groups? 
 
I attend St John’s Church on a regular basis and have done so since my childhood. My family has 
roots in Methodist Church, Church of England and my husband is Catholic. I would say I also feel 
connected to the principles of the Unitarians – the liberty of conscience, where they embrace 
free thought and development of individual and collective spirituality and experience. 
 
 


