
 
 

Election 2022 Jersey Evangelical Alliance Questionnaire 
 

(Please respond by 2 June 2022 to secretaryjea@gmail.com ) 
 
1.  Would you be in favour of expanding voting rights to all resident Islanders over the age of 16 

and eliminating the two-year residency requirement before a person is allowed to vote in 
elections?  

 
This may be worth looking at but at the moment all islanders aged 16 or over can vote apart from 

those who have not yet been here two years and without previous residence. I have lived in 
other countries and it’s not unusual for someone to live in a place for a certain time before 
they are considered “settled” and can vote. 

 
2. What are your views about legislation which would regulate speech or the freedom of assembly? 
 
I do not want any legislation to regulate speech or the freedom of assembly apart from the 

discrimination laws which already exist for protection for people from discrimination from 
these groups:  

race, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender re-assignment, pregnancy and maternity, and disability 
 
3.  Would you describe yourself as a free speech absolutist or should there be certain limits on free 

speech?  
 
There are already limits on free speech when it causes offence or could incite danger due to our 

anti discrimination laws, if it causes harassment, victimisation, direct or indirect discrimination. 
 
4.  Currently “religion or belief” is not included in Jersey’s equality law as a protected characteristic. 

Would you be in favour of amending the law to make it illegal to discriminate against anyone 
because of their religion or belief? 

 
Yes  
 
5.  How important is it to you that Jersey maintains the role of the Dean in the States Assembly?  
 
I would have to think further on this. I think highly of the Dean but perhaps the majority of Jersey 

residents do not think there is a place for the Dean in the States Assembly. 
 
 
6.  Are you in favour of maintaining tax-payer support of parish churches?  
 
Yes 
 
7.  Are you aware that current government plans to eliminate marginal tax relief for married people 

will result in tax burden shifting to poorer Islanders as it lowers taxes for wealthier Islanders? 
Are you in favour of eliminating marginal tax relief for married people? Would you be in favour 
of allowing married couples to share their marginal tax relief allowances across a family unit? 



 
 
Reform Jersey has a tax policy which will lower tax payments for the majority of residents. We 

pledge to reform our Income Tax system by removing the ’20 means 20’ calculation and 
allowing all taxpayers to claim tax allowances. This will enable us to reduce the marginal rate 
from 26% to 25%, providing a tax cut for middle earners, whilst asking the highest earners to 
contribute more. The majority of taxpayers will be better off under these proposals 

  
8. What improvements do you think need to be made to improve the mental health and well-being 

of islanders, particularly young people? 
 
A lot of improvements. Problems with social media are mostly outside of the island’s control. We 

need more counsellors in schools, more funding of mental health services, and better 
prospects for young people. Reform Jersey will raise the minimum wage, lower the cost of 
living by removing GST from essentials, and tackle housing problems. We want young people to 
see they have a future here. 

 
9. What would you propose to improve transport links within and to the Island? 
 
By bringing down the cost of living and supporting business in Jersey we hope to see tourism grow, 

and that will help to ensure we keep good transport links to and from the island. Within the 
island we have already brought in the £20 annual bus card for young people, which has had 
very good take-up already. We will renegotiate the contract for Jersey’s bus service to provide 
more accessible, affordable and environmentally friendly public transport, alongside active 
travel options. 

 
10. Are you in favour of a raise to the minimum wage or to institute a living wage in Jersey? 
 
Reform Jersey have pledged to raise the minimum wage to £10 by the 1st of October, working 

towards the living wage. 
 
11. What are your views about how to make housing more affordable in Jersey?  
 
Reform Jersey will declare a housing crisis in the first week of office and require officers to 

implement our Housing Crisis Action Plan as a matter of urgency. Our measures include: 
 
- Lower the threshold at which point private developers have to reserve a proportion of the homes 

they build to be sold to first-time-buyers and downsizers rather than buy-to-let investors 
- Change planning rules to require all the homes built on publicly owned land to be for affordable 

housing, instead of being sold to investors 
- Require the States of Jersey Development Company to review their proposals for developments 

on South Hill and the Waterfront to maximise the contribution of affordable homes delivered 
- Introduce a right of first refusal for private tenants when their landlord decides to sell the home 

they live in, so the tenant has the first offer to buy it, and set up a fund to support them to 
purchase their homes through shared equity 

- Release government-owned land to our affordable housing providers to increase their projected 
supply of new homes over the coming years 



 
- Introduce European-style ‘rent stabilisation’ by banning inflationary rent increases and setting up 

a Rent Tribunal 
- Improve long-term security for tenants by legislating to make tenancies open-ended by default 
- Review moving to a means-tested system for setting social housing rents 
- Introduce a landlord licensing scheme and regulation of letting agents, to secure basic health and 

safety standards across the rental sector and remove bad landlords from the market 
- Tax homes which are left empty for too long, to get them back on the market 
 
 
12. Would you be in favour of creating a special category of licensed employee for not-for-profit 

organisations that would give charities the ability to hire and offer housing to trained charity 
workers who are not currently resident in Jersey? 

 
Reform Jersey will establish a work permit system and under this system will consider what’s best 

for the people themselves, our population requirements, business and not for profit 
organizations. 

 
13. Are you in favour of allowing allow Ukrainian nationals without family ties to stay in the island? 

Would you be in favour of Jersey receiving refugees from other areas of the world where there 
is a clear humanitarian crisis?  

 
Yes, although we have to consider the numbers as we are a small island  
 
14. Do you support maintaining a minimum overseas aid budget of .7% of GDP? 
 
Yes, but I think that it’s currently 0.25% of Jersey’s GVA?  
 
15. In view of the UK’s proposed conversion therapy ban would you be in favour of a similar ban in 

Jersey? If so, what are the specific practices which would be made illegal?  
 
I don’t know a lot about this but at the time of reading, I understand that the UK government says it 

will ban conversion therapy for gay or bisexual people in England and Wales - but not for 
transgender people. I will have to read up more about the effects on transgender people as I 
see that a respected organisation like Mind says that it should include trans people but ““We 
recognise there are complexities around this area of the ban, as it is essential that any action 
does not inadvertently restrict access to therapy which seeks to help people questioning their 
gender identity or sexual orientation, without the aim of 'converting' them” 

 
16. Would you be in favour of expanding abortion provision in Jersey or making abortion more 

accessible in Jersey? 
 
Terminations in jersey are available up to 12 weeks. My current thoughts are that there is no need 

to update the 1997 Abortion law (which has since included an update to scrap the one week 
waiting period) as far as I am aware there are no tragedies in Jersey involving young women 
dying from illegal abortions and either negligible or no unwanted children being born. I would 
need to research this further.  



 
 
17. Are you in favour of legalising Assisted Suicide in principle in Jersey? If so, what safeguards 

would you propose creating as a part of any draft legislation put forward in the States 
assembly?  

 
I have worked in palliative care, which has been an honour to spend time with people and their 

families at end of life, but I don’t think people sometimes appreciate how cruel and painful the 
break down of the human body can be. Assisted dying legislation will regulate assisted dying 
and I’m in favour of this if combined with very strong safeguards.  

 
18. Are you in favour of legalising recreational cannabis use? 
 
We at Reform Jersey are in favour of decriminalizing recreational cannabis use. We support a 

review into the use of medicinal cannabis into making it more affordable for those who find it 
an effective and safe painkiller.  

 
19. What is your general view of religion, churches and other faith groups in Jersey? What is your 

experience with these groups? 
 
My experience of religion, churches and faith groups in Jersey is that they offer support and 

friendship in their communities, and can help people in many ways.  
 
 
 
 


