Starting Right: A Jewish Believer’s Discipleship Guide

Lesson 13

Baptism
by Bob Mendelsohn

As a result of doing this lesson, the student will understand the idea of baptism

 And seek it for himself.

Comment

The Bible uses many words to describe us who are followers of the Lord.

Disciples [Greek: mathetes]: (Acts 20:1, 21:4)

Christians [Christianos] (Acts 11:26, 1 Peter 4:16)

Saints [hagios] (Ephesians 1:1,:18; 2:19; Philippians 1:1; Acts 26:10)

Servants [doulos] (1 Peter 2:16, Romans 6:20,22)

The Church [ekklesia] (1 Corinthians 16:19, 1 Timothy 5:16)

Children [huios] (Ephesians 5:8; Romans 8:14)

Brothers [adelphos] (Galatians 4:12, 6:1; Ephesians 6:23)

The word disciple could also be translated one who is taught. 

Reading

The student will read Matthew 28 and answer the following questions:

1) Who has authority over your life now that you’re a believer?

2) As a result of Jesus’ claims, what were the 11 disciples to do?

3)  Which groups were to be included in this evangelistic mandate, i.e. to whom was the Gospel to be taken?

4) What evidence would be visible if someone were a disciple, i.e. what was the disciple’s duty?

Opinion question:

5) Could someone learn to “observe all things” if he were not baptized?

Reading

The student will read Acts 2 and answer the following questions:

6) What was Peter’s answer to those who wanted to know how to become believers?

7) How many people got saved that day?  

8) What first evidenced their new belief? How many got baptized?

Comment

Ceremonial washing in water has been a part of Jewish tradition since Bible days.  They were commanded at ordinations and to remove defilements (Exodus 19:11, Leviticus 8:6, Numbers 19).  The mikveh ritual immersion pools) laws were developed later, even being included in Passover rites.  By the time of John “the Baptist,” the rabbis had required baptism as a final step for Gentiles who were converting to Judaism.  Thus it is impossible to say baptism is non-Jewish.

Reading

The student will read Acts 8 and answer the following questions:

9) What did Philip preach? (:5, :35)

10) What was the initial response to his message by both the Samaritans and the Ethiopian eunuch?  (:12, :36)

11)  What then (can be implied) was included in Philip’s preaching?

Reading

The student will read Acts 16 and answer the following questions:

12) After Paul preached to Lydia and she believed, what was her first action?

13) What else depicted her new belief?

14) After the jailer believed, what were his first responses? 

Comment

To me, there are 4 reasons for baptism. First, obedience to Y’shua. He told us to do it. Mark 16 says, “He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.” Baptism is always included in the activities of believers, even at inconvenient times of day. The disciples of John in Acts 19 had already experienced his baptism, but not the baptism of believers in Jesus, so they immediately went into the waters. The jailer did it after midnight and before morning near his jail! The inclusion of baptism in the Great Commission is no accident.

Second, identification with Jesus in his death and resurrection. In Matthew 3, Jesus himself was baptized and we identify with him in his actions here on earth by doing this as well.  Romans 6 says “as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death.  Therefore we were buried with him through baptism into death, that just as Messiah was risen from the dead...we also should walk in newness of life...we believe that we shall also live with him.”

Third, we take it as an engagement ring. We are due to marry Y’shua at the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7) and this seal of our relationship between the Savior and us is depicted in the “ring”, that is, the outward sign of an inward action and commitment. It is not salvific, in that we are not saved by external washings (1 Peter 3:21), but baptism is a public declaration of what is going on inside us by faith in Y’shua.

Finally, it is a picture of our acceptance by the local body of believers who affirm us as co-members of the family of God. Baptism is acknowledgment of walking together, and we need each other to make it to the end, when we all sit together at the marriage supper.

Opinion question:

15)  Do you find any biblical evidence for anyone baptizing himself?

16) If you haven’t been baptized, what biblical reason do you have for not doing so?

Comment

Although proselyte baptism implies renunciation of one’s past associations, we Jews who experience believer’s baptism don’t renounce our family, but rather our life of sin.  Not only is it a renunciation, but also an affirmation.  We affirm our need for the Savior and his grace in redeeming us.  We affirm his cleansing of us internally and our intention to obey him each day along with the people of God.

MEMORY VERSE: Romans 6:8

“Now if we died with messiah, we believe that we shall also live with him.”
