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change a sixteen-year-old soccer player's perceptions of himself, his family, girls, and 

gays. 

Khan, Sabina. ​The Love and Lies of Rukhsana Ali​. Scholastic Press, 2019. IL HS 
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feels invisible in her family, where grumpy eighteen-year-old Sarah is working at the 
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world. 
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matter what. 
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Pearlman, Robb. ​Pink Is for Boys​. Running Press Kids, 2018. IL ELEM Simple text and colorful 
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Peters, Julie Anne. ​Luna​. Paw Prints, 2008. IL HS Fifteen-year-old Regan's life, which has 
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Picoult, Jodi. ​Sing You Home​. Atria Books, 2011. IL HS/A Zoe Baxter finds unexpected love 

with a younger woman after she and her husband divorce, and when the couple wants to 
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Community​. Magination Press, 2017. IL ELEM Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin look out 

their window and watch the landscape of San Francisco change over time as women and 

the LGBTQ community come together for a more inclusive world. 

Plum-Ucci, Carol. ​What Happened to Lani Garver​. Harcourt, 2002. IL HS Sixteen-year-old 

Claire is unable to face her fears about a recurrence of her leukemia, her eating disorder, 

her need to fit in with the popular crowd on Hackett Island, and her mother's alcoholism 

until the enigmatic Lani Garver helps her get control of her life at the risk of his own. 

Podos, Rebecca. ​Like Water​. Balzer + Bray, 2017. IL HS When her father is diagnosed with 

Hungtington's disease, eighteen-year-old Vanni abandons her plan to flee her small New 

Mexico hometown after high school graduation and instead spends the summer keeping 

herself busy with part-time jobs and boys, but that changes after she meets Leigh, whose 

friendship dares Vanni to ask herself big questions and make new plans. 

Polisner, Gae. ​In Sight of Stars​. St. Martin's Press, 2018. IL HS After his father's suicide, 

seventeen-year-old Klee Alden enters a world of brooding depression. Then he meets the 
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free-spirited Sarah in art class, who brings him out of his shell. But after a monstrous 

betrayal, Klee ends up in the psychiatric hospital for teens where he learns to find out 

what is real, what isn't, and how he can move on with his life. 

Polonsky, Ami. ​Gracefully Grayson​. Hyperion, 2016. IL MS Transgender high school student 

Grayson Sender struggles with the urge to live openly as a girl, the identity he is inside. 

Support from unexpected places helps him embrace his true identity. 

Proulx, Annie. ​Brokeback Mountain​. Scribner, 2005. IL HS/A An unexpected relationship 

begins between two ranch hands one summer that threatens everything they know. 

Quintero, Isabel. ​Gabi, a Girl in Pieces​. Cinco Puntos Press, 2014. IL HS Sixteen-year-old Gabi 

Hernandez chronicles her senior year in high school as she copes with her friend Cindy's 

pregnancy, her friend Sebastian's coming out, her father's meth habit, her own cravings 

for food and cute boys, and especially, the poetry that helps forge her identity. 

Richardson, Justin, et al. ​And Tango Makes Three​. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 

2005. IL ELEM This compassionate story looks at the theme of tolerance and shows that 

there are "families of all kinds." 

Riemer, Matthew, and Leighton Brown. ​We Are Everywhere: Protest, Power, and Pride in the 

History of Queer Liberation​. Ten Speed Press, 2019. 

IL HS Traces the history of the LGBTQ+ community and homosexual activism of the 

Queer Liberation Movement in the United States, offering photographs and images of art 

and propaganda from the movement and anecdotes and personal stories from the activists 

involved. 
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Rivera, Gabby. ​Juliet Takes a Breath​. Lightning Source, 2016. IL HS Juliet Milagros Palante is 

leaving the Bronx and headed to Portland, Oregon. She just came out to her family and 

isn't sure if her mom will ever speak to her again. But Juliet has a plan, sort of, one that's 

going to help her figure out this whole "Puerto Rican lesbian" thing. She's interning with 

the author of her favorite book: Harlowe Brisbane, the ultimate authority on feminism, 

women's bodies, and other gay-sounding stuff. Will Juliet be able to figure out her life 

over the course of one magical summer? Is that even possible? Or is she running away 

from all the problems that seem too big to handle? With more questions than answers, 

Juliet takes on Portland, Harlowe, and most importantly, herself. 

Russo, Meredith. ​Birthday​. Flatiron, 2019. IL HS Thirteen-year-old best friends Morgan and Eric 

share the same birthday, but Morgan has a secret that he is afraid to tell anyone, even 

Eric: Morgan believes that inside he is really a girl. Over the course of six years of 

birthdays, the teens grow close, drift apart, and fall in love while finding out who they're 

meant to be. 

---. ​If I Was Your Girl​. Flatiron Books, 2016. IL HS Amanda Hardy only wants to fit in at her 

new school, but she is keeping a big secret, so when she falls for Grant, guarded Amanda 

finds herself yearning to share with him everything about herself, including her previous 

life as Andrew. 

Ryan, Hugh. ​When Brooklyn Was Queer​. St. Martin's Press, 2019. IL HS/A Traces the LGBT 

history of Brooklyn from the 1850s to today. Discusses Walt Whitman, the queer women 

who worked the Brooklyn Navy Yard during World War II, Greenwich Village, and the 

eventual erasing of LGBT history. Includes black-and-white photographs. 

 

 



 21  

Ryan, Sara. ​Empress of the World​. Speak, 2012. IL HS While attending a summer institute, 

fifteen-year-old Nic meets another girl named Battle, falls in love with her, and finds the 

relationship to be difficult and confusing. 

Sáenz, Benjamin Alire. ​Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe​. Simon & 

Schuster BFYR, 2014. IL HS Fifteen-year-old Ari Mendoza is an angry loner with a 

brother in prison, but when he meets Dante and they become friends, Ari starts to ask 

questions about himself, his parents, and his family that he has never asked before. 

Sanchez, Alex. ​Rainbow Boys​. Simon & Schuster, 2001. IL HS When Maxie's best friend from 

elementary school returns years later after a horrible act of violence against him, Maxie 

feels guilty about how she treated him and conflicted over whether or not she wants to 

befriend him again. 

---. ​So Hard to Say​. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2006. IL MS 

Thirteen-year-old Xio, a Mexican American girl, and Frederick, who has just moved to 

California from Wisconsin, quickly become close friends, but when Xio starts thinking of 

Frederick as her boyfriend, he must confront his feelings of confusion and face the fear 

that he might be gay. 

Sanders, Rob. ​Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag​. Random House, 2018. IL 

ELEM/MS In this deeply moving and empowering true story, young readers will trace 

the life of the Gay Pride Flag, from its beginnings in 1978 with social activist Harvey 

Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to its spanning of the globe and its role in today's world. 

Self, Jeffery. ​Drag Teen: A Tale of Angst and Wigs​. PUSH/Scholastic, 2016. IL HS JT is a gay 

high school senior determined to get out of Clearwater, Florida, and be the first person in 
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his family to go to college, even though he can not figure out how to pay for it--until his 

friends convince him to compete in a drag teen competition where the first prize is a 

college scholarship. 

Setterington, Ken, et al. ​Branded by the Pink Triangle​. CNIB, 2015. IL MS/HS Describes how 

hmosexuals were treated during the Holocaust. 

Shraya, Vivek. ​The Boy & the Bindi​. Arsenal Pulp Press, 2017. IL ELEM In rhyming text, a 

young Hindu boy asks his mother about the dot, or bindi, that she wears above her nose 

on her forehead. She describes why she wears it, and offers the boy his own yellow bindi 

that watches over him, reminds him he is special and beautiful, and helps him be true. 

Shyer, Marlene Fanta. ​The Rainbow Kite​. Marshall Cavendish, 2002. IL MS/HS 

Twelve-year-old Matthew describes the prejudices and struggles that his entire family 

faces when people learn that his older brother Bennett is gay. 

Silvera, Adam. ​They Both Die at the End​. HarperCollins Canada, 2017. IL HS In a near-future 

New York City where a service alerts people on the day they will die, teenagers Mateo 

Torrez and Rufus Emeterio meet using the Last Friend app and are faced with the 

challenge of living a lifetime on their End Day. 

Sima, Jessie. ​Not Quite Narwhal​. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2017. IL ELEM 

Born deep in the ocean, Kelp is not like the other narwhals and one day, when he spies a 

creature on land that looks like him, he learns why. Now Kelp must choose whether he 

will stay with his new friends on land, or return to his friends and home in the sea. 

Smith, Andrew. ​Grasshopper Jungle: A History​. Speak, 2015. IL HS Austin and his best friend, 

Robby, in the small town of Ealing, Iowa, accidentally create an army of six-foot-tall 
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horny and hungry praying mantises, bringing about an end-of-the-world scenario. 

Questions arise about sexual identity as genetically modified corn begins dissolving 

people's sexual organs, and there are also questions of what to do in an economic 

recession. 

Sones, Sonya. ​One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies​. Simon & Schuster Books 

for Young Readers, 2005. IL HS Fifteen-year-old Ruby Milliken leaves her best friend, 

her boyfriend, her aunt, and her mother's grave in Boston and reluctantly flies to Los 

Angeles to live with her father, a famous movie star who divorced her mother before 

Ruby was born. 

Springer, Nancy. ​Looking for Jamie Bridger​. Dial Books for Young Readers, 1995. IL MS/HS 

Fourteen-year-old Jamie Bridger is determined to find out who her real parents were in 

spite of opposition from the grandparents who raised her, but her search ends in a 

bittersweet discovery. 

Stone, Nic. ​Odd One out​. Crown, 2018. IL HS High school junior Courtney is secretly in love 

with his lesbian best friend, Jupiter. When they meet new sophomore Rae, the three 

explore their feelings for one another in a complex love triangle where all the players are 

confused about who they want and the labels they put on themselves. 

Tamaki, Mariko, and Rosemary Valero-O'Connell. ​Laura Dean Keeps Breaking up with Me​. 

First Second, 2019. IL HS The day Freddy Riley finally got together with the smart, 

funny, popular, and super cute Laura Dean, was the best day of her life. Then began a 

series of breakup and getting-back-together ups and downs, and Freddy cannot 

understand why she keeps going back. Freddy, her heart breaking in slow motion, goes to 
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the mysterious mystic advertised as Seek-Her, but the advice she receives may or may 

not make things better or worse. 

Thom, Kai Cheng. ​From the Stars in the Sky to the Fish in the Sea​. Arsenal Pulp Press, 2017. IL 

ELEM A magical gender variant child brings transformation and change to the world 

around them thanks to their mother's enduring love. 

Tobia, Jacob. ​Sissy: A Coming-of-Gender Story​. G P Putnam's Sons, 2019. IL HS/A Relates the 

experiences of the author growing up in Raleigh, North Carolina, not sure if they were a 

boy, a girl, or something in between. Explores how stereotypes and gender bias are seen 

in the United States and suggests changes that should be made in people's mindsets. 

Trueman, Terry. ​7 Days at the Hot Corner​. HarperTempest, 2007. IL HS Varsity baseball player 

Scott Latimer struggles with his own prejudices and those of others when his best friend 

reveals that he is gay. 

Ukazu, Ngozi. ​Check, Please!: #Hockey!​ First Second, 2018. IL HS aHockey player and amateur 

vlogger Eric Bittle chronicles his freshman and sophomore year at Samwell University, 

where he joins the school hockey team and falls for its very attractive but moody captain, 

Jack Zimmerman. 

Watts, Julia. ​Finding H.F.​ Alyson Books, 2001. IL HS Heavenly Faith Simms feels she is being 

suffocated by her loving but extremely religious grandmother, so she hits the road with 

her best friend Bo in the hopes of finding the mother she has never met. 

Westerfeld, Scott. ​Afterworlds​. Simon & Schuster, 2014. IL HS In alternating chapters, 

eighteen-year-old Darcy Patel navigates the New York City publishing world and Lizzie, 
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the heroine of Darcy's novel, slips into the "Afterworld" to survive a terrorist attack and 

becomes a spirit guide, as both face many challenges and both fall in love. 

Weyr, Garret. ​My Heartbeat​. Speak, 2004. IL HS Fourteen-year-old Ellen, totally in love with 

her adored big brother Link's longtime best friend James, sets off a disturbing chain of 

events when it is suggested to her that Link and James might be a couple. 

Whaley, John Corey. ​Highly Illogical Behavior​. Dial, 2016. IL HS Agoraphobic sixteen-year-old 

Solomon has not left his house in three years, but Lisa is determined to change that--and 

to write a scholarship-winning essay based on the results. 

Wilson, Martin. ​We Now Return to Regular Life​. Dial Books, 2017. IL HS When 

fourteen-year-old Sam Walsh returns home after three years in the custody of his 

kidnapper, his older sister Beth and childhood friend Josh must deal with their survivors' 

guilt, their memories of what really happened the day Sam disappeared, and with the fact 

that Sam is not the boy they remember, but a troubled teen struggling to re-adapt to 

normal life. 

Woodfolk, Ashley. ​The Beauty That Remains​. Delacorte Press, 2018. IL HS Autumn was a 

talented artist, Shay was a twin sister who loved music, and Logan wrote songs when his 

love life was less than perfect. After tragedy strikes the three teens, Autumn sends 

messages that she knows will never be answered, Shay is a music blogger who can't keep 

it together, and Logan keeps watching vlogs of his dead ex-boyfriend. It will take one 

band's music to show them that beauty grows in those loved ones left behind. 
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Woodson, Jacqueline. ​The Dear One​. Delacorte Press, 1991. IL MS/HS Twelve-year-old Feni 

has to adjust when the pregnant young daughter of an old friend of her mother's comes to 

stay with them. 

 

 


