
Providence-based mobility startup raises pre-seed funding round to help bike and scooter
riders navigate safely

Rogue Venture Partners of Portland, Oregon leads pre-seed funding round for Pointz

MassChallenge-backed team from Brown University recently closed their pre-seed funding
round. This female-led mapping startup aims to make riding micromobility (bikes, scooters,
skateboards, etc.) safer and more accessible through their proprietary quiet network routing
algorithms, which prioritize low-stress routes.

Providence, RI  September 12, 2021- Micromobility has an important role to play in our world’s
sustainable future. In the U.S., the transportation sector accounts for about 30% of total
emissions, so increasing low-carbon mobility options is essential. Replacing just one trip a day
with a bike ride can cut an average person’s carbon emissions from transportation by 67%.
Pointz will help to build a greener future by making micromobility a safer and more viable
option for everyone.

Pointz recently closed their pre-seed funding round from Rogue Venture Partners and Rogue
Women’s Fund. The company is a Get Started RI Finalist and is a part of the 2021 MassChallenge

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-31/switching-from-cars-to-bikes-cuts-commuting-emissions-by-67
https://roguevp.com/
https://roguewmn.com/
https://roguewmn.com/
https://www.getstartedrhodeisland.com/business-directory/wpbdp_category/2021-finalists/
https://masschallenge.org/


Rhode Island cohort. With this capital and resources, the Pointz team is revolutionizing the way
bike and scooter riders navigate cities.

“We are excited about the potential of the Pointz team. Their unique approach to mapping will
catalyze the close-knit bike community.” -Tom Sperry, Managing Partner at Rogue VP

Pointz is pioneering micromobility navigation for the everyday rider with a focus on low-stress
routes and accessibility. The team conducted over 300 interviews with riders, operators, and
municipalities. They found that safety was the greatest concern, and to address this need, they
created Pointz. Their proprietary technology rates roads on a 1-5 bike-friendliness scale based
on a combination of factors like road surface, speed limit, and current bike infrastructure.
Additionally, the app’s routing is constantly updated and refined from crowdsourced ratings
from riders. Pointz was built this summer from scratch by CTO, Trisha Ballakur and Lead
Software Engineer, Cormac Collins.

“Riding a bike or scooter through a city can be scary if you’re on a car-heavy path. Even though
bike infrastructure is improving, many American cities do not have a sufficient network of bike
routes connecting different parts of the city. Oftentimes riders take a main road, when a lesser
known, residential side street is only a block or two over.” -Maggie Bachenberg, CEO of Pointz

Pointz is currently beta testing their app with over 300 riders from 60 cities across the US. They
are planning to release the public app on the Apple App Store and Google Play Store later this
year. If you want to get involved early, please fill out this form.

With the funds raised, Pointz riders will be able to provide routes anywhere in the United
States, with support for rural, suburban, and urban communities. Since the close of the
fundraising round, the Pointz team has more than doubled. They brought on two front-end
software engineers, two marketing specialists, and a designer.

“Pointz is thrilled to have the Rogue team on board. Their guidance has been instrumental in
these early days of launching our beta app.” - Maggie Bachenberg, CEO at Pointz

About Pointz
Pointz is a safety-focused mapping app for micromobility riders (bikes, scooters, etc.) that
leverages crowdsourcing to find bike-friendly routing. You can think of Pointz as "Waze for
bikes." Founded in Summer 2020 by current Brown University seniors Maggie Bachenberg and
Trisha Ballakur, the company has built and tested multiple iterations of the mapping app and are
excited to bring low-stress routing to micromobility riders across the U.S.

About Rogue Venture Partners and Rogue Women’s Fund
Rogue Venture Partners is a Portland, Oregon-based early stage venture capital fund that invests
in startups with high-growth potential across the U.S. The Rogue Women’s Fund is dedicated to
startups founded and led by women.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSewWcFPKl1Jdw_8jn8Fqm-2ta9kceMMVuugenksBATVxYs09w/viewform
http://bikepointz.com
https://roguevp.com/
https://roguewmn.com/


Link Section
To learn more about Pointz, check out their website. If you ride bikes or scooters and are
interested in joining the Pointz community, you can sign up to be a beta tester here.

Contact
You can reach Pointz at hi@bikepointz.com

Press Contact
Maggie Bachenberg, CEO
maggie@bikepointz.com
507-236-3475
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