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Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy: Sunday Prayer at Home – The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 
Introductory Rites 

A hymn may be sung. Then, making the Sign of the Cross, the family begins: 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Leader: We gather today to celebrate the Lord’s Day. We are unable to be with our 
parish family. However, one with our brothers and sisters at Saint Andrew 
Parish, and with the entire Church, let us now listen to God’s Word and 
join in prayer. 

 

Penitential Act 

Leader: Coming together as God’s family, with confidence let us acclaim the 
Father’s forgiveness, for God is full of gentleness and compassion. 

Lord Jesus, you heal the sick. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you forgive sinners. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your Body and Blood. Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray. 

O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by pardoning and 
showing mercy, bestow we pray, your grace abundantly upon us and make 
those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Liturgy of the Word 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel                                         EZ 18:25-28	
Thus says the LORD: You say, "The LORD's way is not fair!" Hear now, house of Israel: Is it my 
way that is unfair, or rather, are not your ways unfair? When someone virtuous turns away from 
virtue to commit iniquity, and dies, it is because of the iniquity he committed that he must die. But 
if he turns from the wickedness he has committed, he does what is right and just, he shall preserve 
his life; since he has turned away from all the sins that he has committed, he shall surely live, he 
shall not die. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm                             PS 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
 

R. (6a) Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Your ways, O LORD, make known to me; 
teach me your paths, 
guide me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are God my savior. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Remember that your compassion, O LORD, 
and your love are from of old. 
The sins of my youth and my frailties remember not; 
in your kindness remember me, 
because of your goodness, O LORD. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
Good and upright is the LORD; 
thus he shows sinners the way. 
He guides the humble to justice,  
and teaches the humble his way. 
R. Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
 
A Reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians                                     PHIL	2:1-11	
Brothers and sisters: If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in 
the Spirit, any compassion and mercy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same 
love, united in heart, thinking one thing. Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, 
humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, each looking out not for his own interests, 
but also for those of others. 
 

Have in you the same attitude that is also in Christ Jesus, Who, though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the 
form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess 
that  Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel                 MT 21:28-32 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: "What is your opinion? A man had two sons. 
He came to the first and said, 'Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.' He said in reply, 'I will 
not, ' but afterwards changed his mind and went. The man came to the other son and gave the same 
order. He said in reply, 'Yes, sir, ‘but did not go. Which of the two did his father's will?" They 
answered, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God before you. When John came to you in the way of righteousness, you 
did not believe him; but tax collectors and prostitutes did. Yet even when you saw that, you did not 
later change your minds and believe him."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
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The Apostle’s Creed 

All: I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; he 
descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there 
he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
Catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Faithful – Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Leader:  God is our helper who sustains and sanctifies our life.  With confidence in our 
Father’s unfailing love, we ask Him: 
 
Our response is: “Lord, Hear our Prayer” 
 
That all bishops, priests and deacons will be true and holy servants of the Gospel and heroic 
witnesses to the faith, let us pray to the Lord.  

That leaders of nations and all lawmakers might learn from the humble example of Christ in putting 
the needs of their people ahead of their personal desires, let us pray to the Lord. 

That God will bring about in the Church many new vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For the poor, the homeless, the sick and the suffering, that God will rescue and comfort them, 
especially through our charity, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the grace this week to conduct ourselves in a way worthy of the Gospel of Christ, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

That God will protect from all evil and harm all those who serve in the protection and defense of 
life, especially our first responders and our service men and women serving at home and abroad, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
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That the prayers we hold in our hearts will be united with those of Mary, the Mother of Jesus, our 
patron Saint Andrew, and all the saints in light, let us pray to the Lord. 

For all our relatives and friends who have died, and for the people of the parish, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

Leader: Loving Father, You are near to all who call upon You in truth.  Hear our prayers and 
keep us close to You.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                                                                                     

The Lord’s Prayer is recited by all. 

Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

All: My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You 
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this 
moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 

 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.  Never  
permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving 

After a period of silence, the following Psalm is recited together. 

Psalm 116 

I trusted, even when I said: 
"I am sorely afflicted," 
and when I said in my alarm: 
"No man can be trusted." 

 
How can I repay the Lord 
for his goodness to me? 
The cup of salvation I will raise; 
I will call on the Lord's name. 

 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfill 
before all his people. 
O precious in the eyes of the Lord 
is the death of his faithful. 

 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. 
A thanksgiving sacrifice I make; 
I will call on the Lord's name. 

 

My vows to the Lord I will fulfill 
before all his people, 
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in the courts of the house of the Lord, 
in your midst, O Jerusalem. 

Blessing 

Making the Sign of the Cross, we say together: 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from evil, and bring us into everlasting life. Amen. 
 

A concluding hymn may be sung. 


