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SDSN: Global Solutions Forum

Solving the world’s biggest problems isn’t 
easy. Progress is often slow and incremental. 
But all over the planet, brilliant people are 
implementing local initiatives designed to help 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The Global Solutions Forum brings 
these people together to share progress, to 
highlight victories, and to inspire one another 
to keep moving forward.

The inaugural gathering was held in New York 
on September 25th, 2019, and brought together 
experts in science, tech, and public policy 
to present 7-minute rapid-fire talks packed 
with challenges and discoveries. Told through 
stories, images, and insights, the talks were 
aimed at uniting and inspiring SDG innovators. 

Learn more about the solutions presented at 
this year’s Global Solutions Forum here!

Find & Follow Us

globalsolutionsforum.org
gsf@unsdsn.org

twitter.com/SDSNGSF
facebook.com/GlobalSolutionsForum



Gastronomy with Conservation Flavor

The main cause of deforestation in the Andean 
Amazon is cattle raising and the prevalence of 
non-native crops such as coffee, palm, and rice, 
which is bringing an end to the region’s tradition 
of sustainably grown forest products. Our project 
works with local communities to sustainably 
harvest non-timber forest products (such as 
cacao and coconut), process the products, and 
sell these fair-trade products directly to chefs 
in Peru’s top restaurants. By connecting small 
producers directly to the market, our project 
avoids the intermediary, raising producers’ 
profits. We believe our efforts will go a long way 
toward ending poverty and hunger, and reducing 
the population’s vulnerability to climate-related 
events.

SDSN Amazonia

PARTICIPATING 
NETWORKS
& THEIR 
SOLUTIONS

Alternatives to EV: Biofuels in Barbados

Barbados is committed to removing fossil 
fuels from vehicles on the island. The cost of 
converting roughly 100,000 petrol engines to 
electric vehicles is prohibitive, but bio-ethanol 
conversion has been proven over three decades 
in the primarily tropical environment of Brazil. 
To bring that success to Barbados, we aim to 
produce biofuel using and sugarcane waste—
a by-product of rum production. The University 
of the West Indies will oversee the pilot project 
and evaluate the results while engaging dozens 
of the school’s students in the process. In the 
end, we hope to determine how much biofuel 
can be reasonably produced and sold at refueling 
stations throughout the country. 

SDSN Caribbean
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SuliTest.org: An Online, Crowd-Sourced 
Educational Tool 

If we hope to address the social, economic, 
and environmental challenges our planet is 
facing, our decision-makers need to improve 
their “sustainable literacy”. The Sulitest initiative 
was created to help universities, companies, and 
other organizations around the world ensure 
that their graduates, employees, stakeholders, 
and managers demonstrate core knowledge 
about the critical global challenges we face 
today. A set of free online tools designed to 
build knowledge around the SDGs, and the 
project engages academics and students in 
crowd-sourcing information to improve their 
understanding of the 17 SDGs, as measured 
by an online test administered at the end of 
the program. As a result of our efforts, we hope 
hundreds of thousands of citizens will take the 
first step toward a more sustainable future, 
by making informed and effective decisions 
every day.

SDSN France

Livorno, Tuscany: The Smart Port Initiative

The port and municipality of Livorno, Tuscany, 
is facing growing challenges due to a steady 
increase in the flow of goods and people. To 
address that, the city’s port authority hoped 
to identify a comprehensive “smart index” that 
would define focus areas and critical targets 
to improve its sustainability. Our pilot project, 
dubbed “Corealis”, highlights the potential 
synergies between “smart port” operations
—empowered by 5G technologies—and the 
Sustainable Development Goals. In the end, 
this “SDG-SP” model will include a specific 
set of Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) in 
relation to social, economic, and environmental 
sustainability, to make ports throughout Italy 
more sustainable.

SDSN Italia

All over the planet, experts in science, tech, and 
public policy are implementing local initiatives 
that are advancing the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). The SDSN has curated ten 
outstanding solutions that combine action and 
impact and that are meant to inspire us all in our 
quest for the future we want.

Get inspired to act. 
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Partnership for Sustainable Urban 
Development: The Sunway Model

In a developing country like Malaysia, the 
modern-day challenges of urban development 
require innovative, practical solutions to create 
a sustainable future. Fortunately, one project 
has already achieved significant victories: 
Sunway City. Developed by Sunway Corporation 
in partnership with the local authorities and 
community members, Sunway City is a mixed-
use model that incorporates vibrant residential, 
business, and leisure spaces all within walking 
distance of high-quality public transport. By 
sharing lessons learned from the development 
of Sunway and showing the impact of strong 
public-private partnerships, our initiative aims to 
spread the project’s socio-economic benefits to 
dozens of other communities.

SDSN Malaysia

Using Data to Target and Monitor SDG Impacts 
in Nigeria’s Six Geopolitical Zones 

To advance the SDGs throughout hundreds of 
local communities, leaders need to understand 
what their citizens value the most, then identify 
opportunities for the biggest impacts. In Nigeria, 
development plans have suffered from data 
gaps and a disconnect between research and 
government plans, activities, and policies. Our 
project aims to change this by targeting Nigeria’s 
six geopolitical zones to determine specific 
priorities for each zone, to leverage each region’s 
unique ecological, socio-cultural, and economic 
fabric and improve the odds of success. Once 
we’ve identified which SDGs provide the most 
logical focus for each region, our tool can be 
used to monitor the impacts over time. 

SDSN Nigeria

Measuring Your Impact on the SDGs: 
An Online Assessment Tool 

Implementing the SDGs isn’t easy: The work 
entails almost every aspect of modern-day 
society. And in many ways, we’re hitting moving 
targets, as our understanding of the planet’s 
ecological systems continues to grow. Because 
of that, every assessment of SDG impacts varies 
with the knowledge and ambition of the person 
with the measuring stick. That’s why we created 
the SDG Impact Assessment Tool—an online 
resource designed to help teachers, researchers, 
companies, and government agencies visualize 
the ways that their work affects the SDGs. Our 
goal is to help users understand the complexities 
of sustainable development so they can focus 
their efforts on making a difference. Learn more 
when we launch the tool at the Global Solutions 
Forum.

SDSN Northern Europe

Leveraging Data for Change

To achieve the promise of the SDGs, we must 
involve local communities and we must ensure 
that national and local planning are integrated. 
But long lag times and lack of local data 
undermine decision makers’ ability to design 
proper policies and interventions. Our project 
will create a territorial information system with 
a database that can be used by practitioners 
and policymakers. With this data, members of 
SDSN Sahel can collaborate to develop tools and 
systems focusing their efforts in Senegal, using 
Diourbel as a pilot region with the focal point. 
By collecting this real-time data, including for 
remote regions, we will help decision makers 
design rapid and effective interventions so they 
can quickly adapt to changing conditions.

SDSN Sahel
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Sustainable Innovation Platform: Fostering 
Urban Innovation through Universities

If universities hope to design and implement 
sustainable solutions for use in cities, their 
faculty need to interact with diverse stakeholders 
inside and outside the academic community. 
That work naturally requires the ability to 
consider diverse mindsets, languages, cultures 
and interests. Platform-A is an experimental 
and interdisciplinary project that has been 
addressing these challenges in Madrid, focusing 
on the city council’s public policy on climate 
change. The platform is prototyping and piloting 
public policies and services that address urban 
issues, engaging citizens and using university 
campuses as a living lab for innovative, 
sustainable solutions.

SDSN Spain

Beyond Waste: The Circular Resources Lab 

Switzerland uses roughly three times the 
natural resources available in the country itself, 
creating unsustainable levels of production and 
consumption. We set out to find solutions to 
create a more “circular” economy by turning 
small personal transformations into meaningful 
changes across society. Over the course of 4 
months, the Circular Resources Lab brought 
together stakeholders in the Lausanne area, 
following the social laboratory methodology. 
Our project supports a move away from the 
typical focus on competition to a focus on 
compassion and understanding to advance 
the SDGs. In our talk, we will discuss how we 
transformed participants’ mindsets and achieved 
an amazing level of trust as a critical first step 
toward that goal. 

SDSN Switzerland
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About SDSN

The UN Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN) was set up in 2012 under the 
auspices of the UN Secretary-General. SDSN 
mobilizes global scientific and technological 
expertise to promote practical solutions 
for sustainable development, including the 
implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Climate Agreement.  
The SDSN pursues its mission by working with 
over 1,200 member institutions in more than 
100 countries, organized into 33 networks 
at the national and regional level. It also 
works closely with United Nations agencies, 
multilateral financing institutions, the private 
sector, and civil society.
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Learn More

globalsolutionsforum.org
gsf@unsdsn.org

unsdsn.org
gsf@unsdsn.org

Follow Us

twitter.com/SDSNGSF
facebook.com/GlobalSolutionsForum

twitter.com/UNSDSN
facebook.com/UNSDSN

The Global Solutions Forum is an initiative of the SDSN to 
showcase the practical solutions our National and Regional 
Networks are developing all around the world.

This event is made possible with the generous 
support of Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 
on behalf of the German Federal Ministry 
for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ).


