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Question C. Minney
1.  Convert from the current land-use 
permit system to a business license, 
renewed annually.

Being a current business owner required to have a business license that is 
renewed annually with atleast one annual inspection I resonate with this 
thought. At our meeting,. it was pointed out that this would mean every 
business countywide would be required to also acquire business licenses. The 
implications of this give me pause and I'd like to explore/understand the 
reason that would be.

2. Place a cap on the total number of 
VR permits allowed in the county.

There simply has to be a limit. 

3. Distinguish between Home Shares 
(owner in residence with one room for 
rent under the same roof) and 
Vacation Rentals (whole house). 
Home Shares would be subject to a 
separate cap.

I do think that a distinction is in order. I see the need for a homeowner to 
have the ability to choose what they need to do in order to make ends meet by 
renting a room in their home. I think in turn, it creates an opportunity for 
visitors to have a more personal, perhaps well informed stay in the Islands.

4. Limit the location of future 
vacation rentals based on distance 
from one another.

While I understand the basis for this idea, I do not personally know (yet) the 
reality of making this happen legally or functionally. I will say that I have seen 
the maps that show the distressing images of an overabundance of VR's in a 
single neighborhood and that does speak to how this could need to be one 
approach.

5. Align the occupancy allowed for 
Vacation Rentals with that for B & B 
Residences, and include sign-off by 
homeowners’ associations, water-user 
associations, and road associations on 
application.

I can see the value of this requirement as it relates to the impacts a VR can 
have on the neighborhood, the environment, and resources such as water and 
roads. As a member of my HOA board, I would want to be a part of the 
process to ensure that the resulting VR did not have these negative impacts.

6. Revoke Permits upon Violations (3-
strikes rule)

I call this parenting 101.

7. Publish list of local contacts for 
each VR permit

I call this common sense

8. Require each VR to have a water 
meter and to provide data to county 
on usage.

I do understand this and I can support the idea as a good one but I need to 
better understand the cost involved for the VR and the county. 

9. Place a moratorium on the issuance 
of Vacation Rental Permits in order to 
study the issue thoroughly and 
develop new regulations

I hear the pleas, I see the need, and I think the timing is right.

Please indicate your assessment of 
what the majority of all islanders feel 
about the number of visitors to the 
county, given that the vacation rental 
permit topic is a placeholder for the 
impacts of tourism. Complete the 
sentence below, beginning with the 
phrase "Islanders think...

We are "full" now; more tourists and visitors are not desirable

Explanation on the topic of community 
beliefs about tourism and fullness:

My answer reflects what I perceive may be a general popular opinion. 
My own sense of tourism isn't as black and white as the options to choose in 
the box above. I also think that given our geographic uniqueness, we may have 
very different experiences island to island. I think working collectively and 
collaboratively we can begin to mitigate the impacts of tourism and in this case 
many things we can do for all are in the points of this survey.
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Any additional comments related to 
the regulatory environment and/or 
considerations regarding vacation 
rental permits:

Thank you for the time and attention that this topic needed. Your research 
makes thoughtful consideration a breeze.


