
District 2
Question R. Hughes
1.  Convert from the current land-use 
permit system to a business license, 
renewed annually.

We do not need a business permit as we already have a permit 
requirement that can be altered to not transfer at sale of property.

2. Place a cap on the total number of 
VR permits allowed in the county.

The county should determine a cap and evaluate the cap every five 
years to make sure it is the correct number that can be sustained by 
our community.

3. Distinguish between Home Shares 
(owner in residence with one room for 
rent under the same roof) and 
Vacation Rentals (whole house). 
Home Shares would be subject to a 
separate cap.

I think both are good options and should be allowed.  Maybe more of 
the total al;lowed permits in the future should be allowed for in 
home. 

4. Limit the location of future 
vacation rentals based on distance 
from one another.

VR rental density needs to be considered and spaced out.  I support 
outside the UGA, 5 acres minimum lots and not allow under one 
acres.

5. Align the occupancy allowed for 
Vacation Rentals with that for B & B 
Residences, and include sign-off by 
homeowners’ associations, water-user 
associations, and road associations on 
application.

I do not think that a direct tie to B&B is correct as it is a different 
type of business, but the county should consider changing the people 
per room allowed and require applicants to check box that they are 
compliant with HOA, road association, water group, etc.

6. Revoke Permits upon Violations (3-
strikes rule)

I support, but three strikes need to be better defined, if the rules are 
being constantly not followed and disruption is happening to 
neighbors, then code enforcement should occur that could lead to 
removal of permit.  So I agree, but it is not as simple as three 
strikes.

7. Publish list of local contacts for 
each VR permit

County is in the process of having a contact list easily available to the 
public and online.

8. Require each VR to have a water 
meter and to provide data to county 
on usage.

I suppport the collection of water data to help determine water 
capacity, recharge capacity and usage.

9. Place a moratorium on the issuance 
of Vacation Rental Permits in order to 
study the issue thoroughly and 
develop new regulations

I support a moratorium on new vacation rentals until the county goes 
into phase 4 or the rules are passed.  I expect to have new regulation 
in place by 12/31/2020

Please indicate your assessment of 
what the majority of all islanders feel 
about the number of visitors to the 
county, given that the vacation rental 
permit topic is a placeholder for the 
impacts of tourism. Complete the 
sentence below, beginning with the 
phrase "Islanders think...

I think that many people feel each one of these bullet points.  
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Explanation on the topic of community 
beliefs about tourism and fullness:

I think that many people feel each one of these bullet points.  We 
will not know what the new norm of tourism is in this county for at 
least another 24 months at least.  Covid-19 is still unknown on how it 
will impact our community, state and country.  But there is not one 
silver bullet or correct answer for this question.  We as a community 
need to find a balance that all three groups could support.

Any additional comments related to 
the regulatory environment and/or 
considerations regarding vacation 
rental permits:

I plan on having a $250 annual permit on each permit renewal by the 
end of the year.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide my ideals 
and thank you for the effort on this issue.


