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As a climate change professional, public policy student and road 
safety advocate, I believe it is time to acknowledge the centrality 
of road safety and sustainable mobility within the climate agenda. 
Today’s young people are tomorrow’s future; unsafe roads and 

be mitigated without investment and focus on safe, inclusive, 
sustainable transit systems. We need to be meaningfully engaged 
in the policy making and implementation phase to help address 
issues that concern us the most. This policy brief tries to illustrate 
the correlation between these two critical issues and how young 
people around the world are taking action to address them for 
a safe and healthy future. Along with increased investment and 
dedicated budgeting to foster youth participation, there is a need 
to also have youth check mechanisms where young people are 
consulted on sustainable mobility and climate action planning. 
IYouth will inherit the decisions that are made today, we must 
have a seat at the table”

“
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

With 1.8 billion people within the age group of 10-24 years, the world today is witnessing 
the largest youth population there ever was. 90% of this population is growing up in 
developing countries1. Young people have already lived through two major challenges 

2. They are 
still not safe, and they do not have a guaranteed healthy future. 

Increasing temperatures, unprecedented weather events and their catastrophic impact 
on food security, air quality, public health, and economic development are a glaring truth 
today. Major greenhouse gases (GHG) contributing to climate change are now higher than 
ever, and it only continues to rise3

emissions, transportation is one of the biggest contributors to climate change4.

emissions by 45% by 2030, compared to the 2010 levels5. 

6, the 

current mobility system inherited from previous generations is unsafe, polluting and 
unsustainable. Hence, 

Youth movements like ‘Fridays for Future’ and ‘Youth4Climate’ swept across the world 
to generate awareness and create momentum among the global youth to demand 
meaningfuyouth participation in climate action decisions of their countries. The youth-
led initiatives turned ‘climate change’ and ‘sustainable living’ into household words.        

1   United Nations. (2022). Youth. United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/youth/

2   YOURS- Youth for Road Safety. (2022). Policymakers’ Toolkit. 
-

3   World Meteorological Organisation. (2021, October 21). Greenhouse Gas Bulletin: Another Year Another Record.
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/greenhouse-gas-bulletin-another-year-another-record

4   International Energy Agency. (2022). Transport: Improving the sustainability of passenger and freight transport. 

5 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. (2021). Glasgow Climate Pact. 
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Similarly, the Global Youth Coalition for Road Safety was initiated in 2020 as a platform to 
connect, invest in and let young people take the lead on regional and global road safety 
issues. As part of this initiative, young people have come together to generate awareness, 
take action and demand sustainable and safer mobility in their regions2.

While it is accepted that safe, sustainable and low-carbon transportation is imperative 
to achieve these interrelated agendas , it is also important to shift the focus now on the 
pivotal role that young people play along the entire chain of policy delivery. Globally, 

 This policy 
brief illustrates how road safety is built into the climate agenda and needs to be prioritised 
to ensure that young people have a healthy future.

The infrastructural and behavioural transition from private transport towards public and 
non-motorised transit options is necessary. 

 It will reduce GHG emissions, make roads safer for the future generations and 
create a long term impact by shifting passenger preference from high energy consuming 
vehicles to green, clean and no-emission modes of transport. This can go a long way in 
reaching the net-zero targets, limit the rising temperature and mitigate further climate 
change impacts.

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE READY TO BE HEARD, MOBILISED AND 
ENGAGED IN REGIONAL AND NATIONAL CLIMATE ACTION AND 

ROAD SAFETY DECISIONS.

and targets of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (E/CN.3/2022/2). 
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OVERVIEW

The climate crisis is no longer an anticipated future event. Changes predicted by climate 
scientists like increasing global temperatures, rising sea levels due to shrinking glaciers, 
erratic precipitation, and unprecedented weather events are common phenomena today. 
Some of these irreversible climate impacts is occurring at an accelerated rate compared 

8.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) was established in 1988 to provide 

related to climate change. Increasing international awareness led to the formation of 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 19929. The Paris 

the seriousness of human-induced climate change and decided to act upon it10. It set the 
goal to limit global average temperature to below 2°C, preferably to 1.5°C in comparison 
to pre-industrial levels11. 

Figure 1: Where Are We Today?

Source: The Sustainable Development Goal Report, 2022

Climate Change. https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/the-paris-agreement

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/net-zero-coalition
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Despite several global energy reduction commitments, major greenhouse gases like 

compared to pre-industrial levels12. The climate emergency, threatening the future of 

with the transport sector. 
13.

transportation cannot be considered without looking at the impact that adverse weather 

14. 

Figure 2: Importance of climate change and the transport sector in determining the future of today’s youth

Source: YOURS, 2022

15. 2019’s 1.2 billion youth of 15-24 years are 
projected to increase to 1.3 billion by 2030. By the target year for the accomplishment 
of the SDGs, young people will form 23% of the global population16. Current climate 

more young people are becoming aware of the uncertainty their future holds because of 
the global community’s failure to address these interrelated and critical global issues .

https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/greenhouse-gas-bulletin-another-year-another-record

Research, 114. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijer.2022.102002

2022, from https://www.un.org/en/global-issues/youth

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/youth-in-action
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The Climate emergency’s disproportionate impact on the global youth makes it a 
demographic and democratic right to have their demands heard and incorporated into 
regional and national decision-making processes. While youth capabilities are still being 
contemplated at several policy-making tables, they have shown their resilient leadership 
and innovative solutions to global challenges with local solutions18. 

The COP26 Transport Declaration, signed by governments, the private sector, donors 

to prevent climate change. It also emphasises that a whole systems transformation is 
required, including the provision of safe environments for active mobility19: 

“We recognise that alongside the shift to 
zero-emission vehicles, a sustainable future 
for road transport will require wider system 
transformation, including support for active 

travel, public and shared transport19”.

action. UNDP. 
https://www.undp.org/blog/placing-meaningful-youth-engagement-heart-environmental-action

Climate Change Conference (COP26) at the SEC – Glasgow 2021. 
https://ukcop26.org/cop26-declaration-on-accelerating-the-transition-to-100-zero-emission-cars-and-vans/
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CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION AND MITIGATION

The Safe System approach principles are rooted in the idea that human error is 

blamed for not adhering to safe travel practices and road regulations. This approach 
proposes shifting of the responsibility from road users to the transport system 
designers. Road design and sustainable road infrastructure needs to be the focus, 
instead of public awareness, training and road regulations20.

A safe system is also a sustainable one. Promotion and increased use of public and 
active modes of transport will directly help mitigate climate change and improve 

also addresses the needs of vulnerable road users like young people, children and 
women20. Its recommended speed limits to make roads safer, goes beyond road 

releasing pollutants from vehicles.

Children and youth worldwide have decided not to be victims of climate change. They are 
mobilising all resources available to them to hold their governments to account for their 
commitments to a sustainable world and healthy future21. Youth networks across countries 

but also taking active local climate actions to ensure a sustainable future. In some countries, 
young people are taking it upon themselves to do the job of their governments22. The impact 
of these resilience-building initiatives is proof of the leadership and innovative solutions 
proposed by this new generation of problem solvers. 

 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/world-forum-democracy/12-months-1-question-june-2021

https://www.un.org/en/increasing-youth-participation-climate-action
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KEY 
DATA
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KEY
ARGUMENTS

IMPACTING YOUTH

Road transport is responsible for causing a public health crisis that disproportionately impacts 

million lives worldwide each year and are the leading cause of death for children and young 

of road crashes23. 

Source: AB Volvo, 201924

In 2019 alone, as many as 294,515 young people aged 15-29 years were killed or injured in road 
crashes25. The World Health Organisation (WHO) data states that of the 100,000 adolescents 

26. 93% of 

own only an estimated 60% of the world’s vehicles23

. 

Geneva: World Health Organisation. https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/mortality-and-global-health-estimates/

https://vizhub.healthdata.org/gbd-results

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/adolescents-health-risks-and-solutions
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Source: United Nations, 2021

safety strategies28. 
 

26. Thus, it is important to look at the impact of this neglected 
public health crisis from a socio-economic and environmental perspective as well29. 
 

 The needs and futures of young people are not currently 
being prioritised as they should be. Enforcing speed limits will not only help save young lives 
but also reduce vehicular fuel consumption and GHG emissions. Passionate young people and 
youth-led organisations worldwide have come together to form the Global Youth Coalition for 
Road Safety. They are taking concrete steps to advocate for and implement local projects using 
global solutions to ensure safe and sustainable mobility30.

Global and regional governance systems should inform the youth of recent developments in 
climate science in conjunction with urban planning and transport strategies. It will help them 
contribute towards policy formulation and advocacy for safe mobility as well as decarbonisation 

they are also equipped with the knowledge and needs of diverse socio-economic backgrounds 
and sections of society (including the needs and perspective of vulnerable groups like- women, 
children, elderly population, etc.). There is an urgent need to tap into this potential through 

FIA Foundation study. FIA Foundation News. 

https://claimingourspace.org/youthcoalition
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ROAD SAFETY IS A CENTRAL PIECE TO CLIMATE AGENDA, AND 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

Safe, sustainable, inclusive and low-carbon transport options are closely linked to the sustainable 

consequences of climate change pose alarming threats to the health and safety of youth 
worldwide. The lack of investment and political will for road safety is a direct threat to the 
accomplishment of the climate change agenda. 

Transport sector’s future predictions show a steep upward trajectory, which can pose a 

rise due to the increased volume of travel6. 

climatic conditions, socio-economic setbacks and challenges faced by the global youth. Children 
and young people in low and middle-income countries are the major victims of poor air quality, 

transport during childhood years often leads to stunted lungs and irreversible organ damage 
and respiratory issues among young people, which worsen with age31. A recent study shows 
a clear linkage between ground-level ozone pollution caused by vehicles and tendencies of 
depression among adolescents32. Therefore, transport decarbonisation and an increased focus 

are imperative. 

and young people? RCPCH Insight. 

www.apa.org/news/press/releases/2022/03/air-pollution-adolescents
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needs to be promoted, including reduced journeys made by cars. Buses, trams and mass transit 
33. 

The transport sector’s transition to clean and green energy will directly reduce harmful GHG 
emissions and particulate matters, improving local health problems among young people and 
mitigating the global climate crisis. It requires a complete paradigm shift in our approach and 
understanding of mobility and youth participation. 

It was evident to the architects of the 2030 Agenda that transportation plays a critical role in 

of transport are availed by children, youth, and adults of all ages to travel to school, places 
of employment, goods and service markets and take part in social events34. It is clear that 
sustainable cities and communities cannot be imagined without inclusive and smart transit 
systems which are accessible to all sections of society and are also safe and climate-friendly. 

Figure 5: How accessible is public transport?

Source: United Nations, 202135

-
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The economically disadvantaged people, women, children, youth, people with disability and 

35. Even today, adequate transport infrastructure for these 
vulnerable yet mostly in need populations is missing across countries. 

More than 50% of the global urban population does not have easy access to public transport 
systems36. This picture is grimmer in Western Asia, Northern Africa and sub-Saharan Africa, 
where only 33% of urban residents have easy access to transport systems. While informal 

better in these regions, they also contribute to air pollution and congestion .

Figure 6: Access to public transport in sub-saharan Africa

Source: The Sustainable Development Goal Report, 2022

middle-income countries. It is predicted to be the seventh leading cause of death by 2030. 

massive loss to a nation’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). It robs young people and families 
of a healthy and economically stable future through loss of job, education or physical injuries 
and disabilities38. 

passengers than men. Additionally, vehicle safety technology has historically been tested on 
39 at a 

greater risk. This highlights how improvements in road safety are often designed to prioritise 
men’s needs. Men and women should be able to use transport knowing that they are equally 
protected in the event of a crash.

https://blogs.worldbank.org/transport/who-safer-road-men-or-women
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training or employment globally40

200 metres from schools41. When children are not walking to school, they are often still using 
modes of transport that puts them at risk. Road safety, education and poverty are undoubtedly 
interlinked, causing a vicious cycle that prevents the achievement of multiple SDGs42.

Over 50% of global deaths are vulnerable road users such as cyclists, pedestrians or 
motorcyclists6. This is largely due to a lack of safe infrastructure, which makes it impossible for 
vulnerable road users to travel safely. 

Source: World Health Organisation, 202143

and non-motorised forms of transport accessible to all, the latter can facilitate increaseduse 
of healthy and clean transit options33.

There is a need to address the environmental impact of today’s automobile dependency. 
Urban planning and development focused on a complete street design approach, which 

solutions proposed and being implemented by urban planners and engineers. It is a human-
centric approach which prioritises vulnerable road users, develops dedicated pathways for 
active modes of transport and manages transit demand through street planning to reduce 

44.

for Road Safety. 
-

-
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Relying on the current global commitments to reduce GHG emissions and accelerate the energy 
transition, the Emissions Gap Report 2020 foresees a world which is 3.2°C warmer in 210045. 

14. 

As future citizens, if the current climate agenda and SDG commitments fail to mainstream 
climate resilience and lay the foundations for an adaptive and sustainable transit system, it is 

it is now time for country commitments to be translated into reality through accelerated action. 

critical infrastructure like-road pavements, bridges, railway tracks, etc. A 2019 risk assessment 

only creates inconvenience for commuters and interrupts goods and service supply chains but 
also limits access to essential goods, places of employment, schools and healthcare facilities35. 
Another study emphasised that this loss can increase to 12-20% of global GDP in the absence 
of climate adaptive and resilient transport strategies46.

It is therefore important, now more than ever, to ensure that mobility and transit systems in the 
post-pandemic period are built back better to be climate resilient35. It is yet another reason for 
transport planning to adopt the safe system approach and ensure safe and climate-adaptive 
mobility for young people worldwide.

https://www.unep.org/emissions-gap-report-2020
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strategies and planning

COP26 emphasised the need for all participating countries to urgently integrate climate 
resilience into their national and regional policies and plans. Despite the Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) and ambitious global goals, evidence shows that these commitments are 
falling short of action. Hence, the Glasgow Climate Pact called on the international community 
and all government bodies to introduce stronger climate mitigation and adaptation plans, 
along with pragmatic strategies for achieving SDGs . 

More and more young people are getting involved in climate action advocacy at regional, 
national and international levels. This has not only helped gain momentum for climate 
adaptation and mitigation interventions but also put added pressure on the government and 
all energy-intensive sectors to adopt resilient climate technologies, processes and plans48. 

Youth leaders of the Global Youth Coalition for Road Safety are playing a crucial role in 

transport within national and regional plans, policies and government decisions. Additionally, 
the International Student Environmental Coalition and Plant for the Planet project initiated in 
Nigeria brought together climate action advocates from across countries to push for meaningful 
youth engagement in climate action decisions of their respective government49. 

It is time for these global collaborations and commitments to tackle the climate crisis through 
sustainable, safe and inclusive transport systems to trickle into government policies and 
developmental plans, particularly in emerging and developing economies. Government policies 
should be designed to help regional communities understand the social cost of GHG emissions 
before urging for behaviour change50.

Creating streets that support walking and 
cycling requires a system transformation, 
which the Safe System approach to road safety 
can deliver. This approach accepts that human 
error is a fact of life and that mobility should not 
cost us life or health51. It also doesn’t need to 
cost the earth. Climate-resilient infrastructure 
designs, safe vehicles, safe speeds and post-
crash care can make it possible to save young 
lives and accelerate decarbonisation.

Figure 8: Picture from #ClaimingOurSpace Campaign 
by the Global Youth Coalition for Road Safety leader
Source: YOURS, 2022

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/cop26

https://caneecca.org/eng/role-of-youth-in-climate-action-advocacy/

https://www.brake.org.uk/get-involved/take-action/mybrake/knowledge-centre/safe-system
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Most national governments understand the urgency of tackling the climate crisis, but there is 
a mismatch of local policy priorities in some countries. Their perception of climate change and 

within the same country. Sometimes it serves local politicians better to work on more ‘visible’ 
concerns like economic growth and social development for obvious reasons52. 

There is a disconnect between global commitments and policy consensus among regions due 

is important that young people are meaningfully engaged and inter-generational dialogues are 
held by decision-makers to design transport policies. 

International youth-led networks and organisations like AEGEE and Generation Climate Europe 
advocate for accelerated action on the climate goals. They empower and invest in capacity 
development of young people to engage with regional decision-makers to push for safe, 
sustainable and clean transport53. The YOURS Academy provides young people with evidence-
based information and resources, to build on their skill-sets and motivate them to be road 
safety advocates in their region54.

Figure 9: Picture from Youth-led consultation at the 2nd World Youth Assembly for Road Safety

Source: YOURS, 2020

of Europe Youth Partnership, 26.

https://claimingourspace.org/yours-academy
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Recognising road safety as a priority within the climate change agenda can help reduce 

identifying this link and are driving awareness campaigns and conducting capacity building 
training in their respective communities to address the triple planetary crisis through safe 
and sustainable mobility. 

“Young people’s unprecedented mobilisation 
around the world shows the massive power they 

 - United Nations55.

The journey toward the SDGs is not the same for all countries due to their varying levels of 

challenge faced by the ‘leave no one behind’ commitment of the 2030 Agenda. Sustainable 
and transformative development of the transport sector is one of the key issues that these 
countries often struggle with33. 

economies. However, these countries struggle to meet even the current public transport 

walking and cycling will increase, the share of private motorised transport will also increase by 
almost 80%. If no action is taken now and the current mobility trend continues, access to safe, 

as well as for several economies around the world56. 

Furthermore, it is the fundamental right of women, young people and marginalised communities 
to be consulted and meaningfully engaged on these serious issues impacting their lives. As 
major victims of unsafe and environmentally detrimental transport systems, investment needs 
to be made to improve their capacity for increased involvement in these solutions.

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/youth-in-action

-
able, accessible, and sustainable transport system for all. 
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IN TRANSPORT EMISSIONS

Global climate negotiations urges for increased focus on the development of low or no-emission, 
safe and sustainable transport options designed to cater to the needs of young people. The 
New Urban Agenda, adopted at the Habitat III Conference, highlights the need for sustainable 
mobility and environment-friendly transport technologies. It stresses on the promotion of safe 
public transport infrastructure and no-emission transit options like cycling and walking over 
privatised fuel-intensive transportation . These initiatives are also central to the road safety 

58.

required targets set by the international community. The transport sector is the second largest 
contributor to climate change due to its heavy dependence on fossil fuels. Its sectoral emission 

transport emissions is neccesary for the net-zero race59. Hence, the success of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development and the Global Climate Action Agenda is not possible without 
active, safe and sustainable transport60. 

air pollution61. The resulting outdoor air pollution leads to acute respiratory diseases, stroke, 
heart disease and lung cancer62. While poor air quality is a public health challenge and impacts 
all alike, it is particularly damaging for young people and children. 

Every human being, particularly the future generation, has the right to breathe clean air. 
Reduction of GHG emissions from the transport sector is an absolute necessity if international 

transport options but also promote healthy living35. 

https://habitat3.org/documents-and-archive/new-urban-agenda/languages/

Economic Growth: Evidence from 145 Countries. The World Bank. 
https://doi.org/10.1596/1813-9450-9809

https://unfccc.int/topics/action-on-climate-and-sdgs/action-on-climate-and-sdgs

396(10258), 1223-1249.

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ambient-(outdoor)-air-quality-and-health
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SOLUTIONS 

Travelling from point A to point B should be safe and by sustainable modes which have minimal 
to zero GHG emissions. The promotion of zero-emission transport is neither possible overnight 
nor is it sustainable if imposed forcefully, without making infrastructural and behavioural 
shifts.  on the 
achievement of commitments to make roads safer, climate resilient and accessible to all. 

Transport demand and consumer behaviour are big driving forces when it comes to the 
strategies to 

 and 
 to be at the heart of this paradigm shift63. 

 management policies and regulations emphasise the need to shift to active and low-
carbon public alternatives. In low-income counties, where the share of non-motorised transport 
networks is already widespread, the focus is on preventing car dependency or high-carbon 

hours, tolls and additional charges for high occupancy lanes move road users towards public 
or active transport options over time64.

The complete paradigm shift requires 

. Separate lanes should be developed for pedestrians and cyclists to avail 
active modes of transport with ease. This is to be complemented by e-buses for public transport, 
particularly those powered by hydrogen cells or green fuels. All old and new non-zero emission 
or energy-intensive public and private vehicles for passengers and freight need to be phased 
out over a stimulated time. Investments are required from the decision-makers side to conduct 

65. 

More space needs to be diverted to shared transit options to reimagine transport planning and 
make it accessible to all. This will 

. To make transport more climate resilient, l
. Bike-

-
sources Institute. 
https://www.wri.org/insights/3-ways-reimagine-public-transport-people-and-climate

-

-

-
port-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
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share systems can help everyone access connecting public transport systems (buses, trains, 
trams) with increased ease and increase their usage63.

Sustainable and climate-resilient transport also requires  
National and regional dependence on private investment for the development of energy-

63. 

of regulation of auto-rickshaws, minibuses, etc. adds to the congestion, local air pollution and 
unregulated amount of GHG emissions due to the use of low-grade fossil fuels. This problem 
can be solved by their integration into the public transport system. National programmes on 

63.

Time and resource investment in proven safe transit options and climate resilient road 

 

to ensure that the voice and concerns of young people across the country are represented in 
government decisions. This Climate Council, with its formalised structure, retains independence 
in its functioning and submits policy proposals to the Minister directly. Policy solutions submitted 
to the government by the Climate Council are put together through youth consultations held at 
the community level across the country66. 
 

deforestation to advocate for the right of young people to be actively involved in government 
decisions which are aimed at tackling the climate emergency. They called out the government 
for their lack of intergenerational dialogue and space in developmental planning. In a landmark 

.

Similarly, young people across all countries are leading the way in integrating their voices 
and needs into the policymaking process. Youth-led movements and initiatives toward 
safe, protected, low-carbon and sustainable transport options are gaining momentum. As 
highlighted below, youth-led local actions are generating awareness among communities, and 
decision-makers and youth are claiming their space at all administrative levels.

Commission. 

Health. World Health Organisation
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LOCAL ACTIONS 
TO A GLOBAL PROBLEM

members of the Global Youth Coalition for Road Safety68. The projects showcase youth-led 
solutions to road safety and climate action at a community level.

YOUTH LEADERSHIP FOR A HEALTHY AND CLIMATE RESILIENT FUTURE

OMNIA 
EL OMRANI, 

COP27 President 

“Together with 1.4 billion young people globally, we have experienced at least one of the 

food and water scarcity. A child born in 2020 will experience a two to seven fold increase in 
extreme events, compared to people born in 1960, due to the current inadequate climate 
pledges. Without urgent climate action, we will continue to bear the most severe impacts 
physically, socially, economically, and psychologically. According to UNICEF, over 50 million 
children, adolescents, and youth are displaced due to climate-related events, migrating 
across borders. 
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exhaustion due to the increased frequency of heatwaves and worsening of asthma attacks 
due to air pollution, which unfortunately also prevents them from undergoing the surgical 
procedure they need. Hence, the most critical issue that my community should address in 
my opinion is the lack of awareness of the detrimental consequences of road crashes and 
the untapped potential the transport sector has to drastically improve our health and the 
health of the planet through reducing carbon emissions. 

As a medical student and a young activist, I believe that it is my obligation to not only treat 
my patients but also to serve my community by promoting their health and protecting the 
environment on which their life depends. One day I realised that I never learned about 
climate change or air pollution in my medical curriculum. According to a study that I led 
with a team of exceptional students in the International Federation of Medical Students’ 
Association (IFMSA), 85% of medical students across 112 countries, including myself, do not 

for the climate crisis and its accelerating impacts on health. This also presented a powerful 

integrating climate change and sustainable healthcare education into the formal curriculum- 
enabling students from a variety of disciplines to draw the necessary interlinkages between 

in the US, the UK, the Netherlands, Indonesia, and now in Egypt due to the inspirational 
leadership of the President of Ain Shams University, Dr. Mahmoud El-Metiny.”

“Through participatory structures such as 
youth sounding boards, youth councils, and 

youth advisory groups, nations can close the 
implementation gap between ambitious policies 

and impactful actions.”

Omnia El Omrani has been working for the International Federation of Medical Students’ 

others to help emphasise the need for meaningful youth engagement and youth-led curricular 
change. Through IFMSA, she worked with a variety of global organisations including UNICEF, 

As a member of the Global Youth Coalition for Road Safety, Omnia El Omrani calls on all decision-

participation of youth, particularly for road safety and climate action policies. Through the 

resilience, decision-makers can elevate the ambition for a safer and more sustainable world. 



26

ART FOR VULNERABLE ROAD USERS 
Climate action and transport decarbonisation in Egypt

change like water scarcity, drought, and coastal inundation due to sea level rise69. Uncertainty 
about water availability has been a growing concern for the country. It is time for Egypt to 
transition toward a sustainable and green economy, which will also protect its population 
against climate change impacts
economic development and healthy living in the African region . As per WHO, the African 

.

SHEHAB 
ABOU ZEID

We are the 
advocates 
for 
tomorrow’s 
victims

“Road Safety and Climate Change are the two sides of the same coin, and if we endeavour 
for safe and sustainable transport, it can help us achieve both agendas. Egypt is a car-
dominated public space, which focuses only on car owners and ignores vulnerable road 
users like- pedestrians and cyclists.

through visual art on both the problem as well as solutions for sustainable mobility and 
road safety. 

https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2022/06/15/CF-Egypt-Nile-Delta-sea-level-rise

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2022/04/19/-egypt-acting-against-climate-change-for-a-healthier-more-prosperous-future
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will inherit the decisions made today but still, we are not allowed to take part in these 

participation of civil society organisations in Egypt’s future decision-making processes. I 
was empowered earlier, and I want to do the same for other youth. 

public transit system. However, it is expensive for the general public, and when public 
transport itself is expensive for the lower-income groups and vulnerable communities, it 
turns out to be counterproductive.
 

forms of investment in youth 
and our meaningful engagement.”

In 2021, a group of 5 young changemakers came together to ensure livable communities, and 

including active transportation. Shehab, with other members of this team, launched an alliance 
for safe, active mobility and sustainable transportation in Egypt. This initiative focused on 
defending the rights of vulnerable road users. 

youth gatherings, such as universities, social meet-up places and sports clubs. To this end, a 

no-emission transport among local community members. 

It catalysed the youth to demand the rights of vulnerable road users. The project focuses on 
safe and sustainable modes of transport and embraces the holistic approach proposed by the 

achieving the following:

• Increase the number of young leaders advocating for safe and sustainable mobility in 
local communities in Egypt by creating a hub for the Egyptian Youth Coalition for Road 
Safety.

• Scale up youth-led grassroots level awareness generation activities.

• Increase knowledge base and capacity to establish an active youth group for road safety, 

• 

systems in Cairo by February 2023.
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Source: YOURS, 2022 

were selected to join ‘art for vulnerable road users’ camp. A capacity-building training was 
conducted for them, using the educational package on- road safety for vulnerable road users. 

This project has initiated a new youth-led movement towards sustainable mobility through 
awareness generation and community mobilisation in Cairo. It focuses on the intersectionality 
between road safety and climate action to highlight how one cannot be discussed and tackled 
without the other.

• 

• 
policy-making processes related to sustainable mobility.
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Expanding transport sector and emission reduction challenges of Morocco

services. It aims to become one of the top tourist destinations in the world and this requires 

NDC commitment of reducing overall energy consumption by 45.5% by 2030, is to keep its CO2 
emissions within limits while developing at a fast pace . 

were pedestrians, and 5% were cyclists. Moreover, 15% of these victims were between 21 and 
24 years old . 

 

EL KHALIL 
CHERIF
We have 
the right to 
commute safely, 
and young 
people have the 
right to live to 
see tomorrow. 

action now and 
save the planet!

“
the environment. Young people are the biggest population worldwide. We need to be included 
in the decision-making processes because tackling these problems in a traditional way will 
not result in a fruitful impact and will only lead to more reluctant actions.

In Morocco, road safety is mostly connected to poor infrastructure, weak enforcement, and 
irresponsible behaviour among road users. We lose people to road crashes more than we 
lost during the COVID-19 pandemic. People dying of road crashes is something that we are 
used to hearing about. No one is doing anything.

ITF. https://www.itf-oecd.org/dtee-morocco 
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Few months ago, I came across the National Road Safety Policy of Morocco, and found 
it absurd that the government is not adopting Vision Zero. Setting a target of reducing 
fatalities to 50% less is like saying that we accept losing lives to a badly designed transport 

I would say the safety and sustainability of mobility systems go hand in hand with climate 

We ask decision-makers to design cities and mobility systems that do not rely on non-
sustainable sources of energy. I focus on amplifying youth voices to make sure our national 

a sincere way to raise awareness and push for 
political participation within the government. 
We will not get our rights by simply sitting and 

expecting change to happen on its own.”

The project ‘Youth acting for zero road fatalities in Morocco’ aimed to develop an advocacy 
toolkit for decision makers and all stakeholders in Morocco to meaningfully engage the youth 
towards the development of safe and sustainable mobility. It adopted the recommendations 
of the Global Plan for Road Safety 2021-2030 by identifying the youth of Morocco as the main 
stakeholder that needs to be included at the decision-making level. 

The project team realised that transport decarbonisation and development of safe, resilient 
and inclusive transport infrastructure, cannot be achieved by working in silos. Therefore, the 
advocacy tool was designed to connect SDG 3 (good health and well-being), SDG 10 (reducing 
inequalities), SDG 11 (sustainable cities and communities), and SDG 13 (climate action). 

To ensure meaningful youth participation, consultations were held with young people as well as 
decision-makers across Morocco to come up with the resultant toolkit. It created a framework 
which includes youth while developing national policies for road safety and community 
mobilisation. The project also emphasised the need to build the capacity of young people to 
take action and educate their peers on safe behaviour. Campaigning for safe, sustainable and 
green mobility is essential for this project. It will help increase advocates/supporters of the 
cause, which in turn will hold the decision-makers accountable for their commitments. 

The ‘Youth acting for zero road fatalities in Morocco’ project will analyse the national road safety 
policy and its process goals and objectives. Transport policies of countries which are leading 
in global safe and zero-emission transit planning will also be assessed. Sustainable and safe 
transportation being a shared responsibility, this project focuses on developing the advocacy 
toolkit in consultation with all relevant actors, to capture those voices that matter the most.
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Figure 11: Campaign to identify youth demands for safe and sustainable roads in Morocco

Source: YOURS, 2022

Over 30 young people have been trained on road safety and meaningful youth engagement. 
They are going to be the future ambassadors for road safety in their regions and will drive 
the implementation of the toolkit. An open discussion on the role of civil society and youth in 
shaping a safer and climate-resilient future for the country was also held. A virtual campaign 
conducted by the project team helped capture the main demands of young people in Morocco: 

• Reduce speed for safer roads

• Provide a seat at the decision-making table for our meaningful engagement

• No more victims on the roads

the Moroccan Ministry of Transport will be held to advocate for these demands.

• 

• Ensure dedicated investment to implement the revised national transport policy

• Generate awareness and educate young people and children to become responsible and 
well-aware road users and citizens

• Collaborate with all stakeholders to achieve the shared vision of a safe, sustainable and 
climate resilient future
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Make provisions for youth consultations and engage young people meaningfully to 
address their road safety concerns and help implement, monitor and evaluate NDCs 
ahead of COP summits.

2. Review, update and specify national and local technical safety standards and star rating 
targets for transport infrastructure and designs.

3. 

4. Provide incentives to citizens for shifting from private vehicles towards low-carbon and 

and walking.

5. 
stakeholders to strengthen the institutional and resource capacity of the transport sector.

6. Promote street designs with dedicated and safe cycling and walking pathways.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL and CIVIL SOCIETY 

1. Actively engage and consult youth from all regions and socio-economic backgrounds in 
all policy endeavours to ensure global youth perspectives are included and represented 
within multilateral organisations.

2. Support governments in addressing the transport sector’s impact on health, environment 
and climate change to foster a shift towards least carbon-intensive travel options for all.

3. Facilitate decarbonisation of the transport sector by increasing the use of sustainable 
biofuels and renewable energy sources.

4. 
road safety policies, using the new Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety.

5. Conduct community-level awareness generation workshops on the importance of road 
safety for the achievement of climate agenda.



1. Mobilise peers to lead awareness generation campaigns and advocate for meaningful 
youth participation at all government levels to ensure that youth voices are heard and 

2. Advocate for youth involvement in sustainable transport policy development and 

Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety.

3. Act as role models for the community by observing road safety best practices and opting 
for active and sustainable modes of transport.

4. Prioritise road safety within organisational strategies to contribute to the achievement of 
the 2030 Agenda.

5. Hold the government accountable for their global and national commitments to deliver 
healthy and sustainable mobility for all.

The solution to these converging climate change issues, road deaths and air quality is 
intrinsically related to fostering safe, sustainable transportation and active mobility. Youth 
play a major role in driving these solutions as the main victims of unsafe/environmentally 
detrimental transport systems and the adverse impacts of climate change. Young people 
from all disciplines must be meaningfully engaged in planning and mainstreaming the 
transport sector’s climate adaptation and mitigation measures. 

x “  No more 

be engaged and 
listened to.” 

- Shehab Abou Zeid

“Stop underestimating us. 
We will continue to claim 

our space and right to safe, 
accessible and sustainable 

transport. We are the leaders 
of tomorrow, and without 
us, there is no future! You 

achieve the sustainable 
development goals locally and 

internationally.”
- El Kahlil Cherif
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DEFINITIONS

Emission of various 
forms of carbon and harmful gases associated 
with human activities, which leads to global 
warming and climate change.

levels, from genes to ecosystems, and can 
encompass the evolutionary, ecological, and 
cultural processes that sustain life.

 Capacity of social, economic 
and ecosystems to cope with hazardous climate 
events or changing trends. 

 Process of 

reduce or prevent the emission of greenhouse 
gases. It can mean using new technologies and 
renewable energies, making older equipment 

practices or consumer behaviour.

 Geographic area where plants, 
animals, and other organisms, as well as 
weather and landscape, work together and 
interact to form a life bubble.

climate action, boost cooperation between 
governments, local authorities, business 
community, investors, and civil society, and 
support the adoption and implementation of 
the Paris Agreement.

 Ozone at 
ground level, is a harmful air pollutant due to its 

 Intergovernmental body of the United 
Nations responsible for advancing knowledge 
on human-induced climate change.

 Non-binding national commitments 
and plan highlight climate change mitigation, 
including climate-related targets for greenhouse 
gas emission reductions.

 Cutting GHG emissions 
to as close to zero as possible, with any 
remaining emissions being reabsorbed from the 
atmosphere, by oceans and forests, for instance.

 The three interlinked 
challenges of climate change, pollution and 
biodiversity loss are faced by humanity today.

 Organisation established to prevent 
‘dangerous human interference with the climate 
system’ through stabilisation of GHG emissions 
in the atmosphere.

project that aims to achieve a highway system 
with no fatalities or serious injuries involving 

 Groups and 
communities at a higher risk of health issues 

economic, political and environmental resources, 
as well as limitations due to illness or disability.
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