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Lenwood V. Long , Sr. named President and CEO of  African American Alliance of CDFI CEOs  
 
Washington, DC (February 10, 2021) – The African American Alliance of CDFI CEOs (The 
Alliance) today announced that Lenwood V. Long, Sr. will step into the position of President 
and CEO of the organization. The Alliance is comprised of 46 executives of CDFI loan funds, 
credit unions, banks, and venture capital funds representing all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. 

 
“As the Alliance begins to build its capacity and to develop programs to support its members, 
it’s exciting to have someone of Lenwood’s caliber as CEO to ensure the infrastructure is strong 
and sustainable.  The fact that he’s already familiar with the Alliance’s vision, priorities, and 
operational goals is a bonus, “ said Donna Gambrell, the Alliance chair and CEO of Appalachian 
Community Capital, a CDFI whose members serve small business needs in the Appalachian 
Region.  
 
Mr. Long, along with Ms. Gambrell, and Ms. Inez Long, President and CEO of the Black Business 
Investment Fund of Florida (BBIF), co-founded the organization in 2018. Since then, the 
Alliance has doubled its membership, has received initial funding support from 11 banks, 
public and private foundations, and corporations, and has played an active role in promoting 
policies, practices, and programs to close the racial wealth gap in the United States.   
 
Mr.  Long previously served as CEO of Carolina Small Business Development Loan Fund, a 
North Carolina CDFI loan fund, before retiring in 2019.  He has more than 30 years of 
experience in community economic development, human resources, and business 
management. He has held leadership positions in a variety of organizations, including 
statewide economic and community development agencies, national consulting firms, and 
nonprofit organizations. Mr. Long also served as the Minority Affairs Assistant in the office of 
former North Carolina Governor James E. Holshouser and as the Chief of Staff for former 
congresswoman Eva M. Clayton.  At the Alliance, Mr. Long served as the organization’s first 
chair. Prior to accepting the CEO position, he held the position of Executive Administrator for 
the Alliance.  
 
“As a progenitor of the Alliance, on top of his many relevant skills and lengthy community 
finance experience, Lenwood brings the vision, passion and sense of urgency to establish an 
organizational foundation, working with our Leadership Team,  that will propel Alliance 
members’ growth and capacity to further economic equality in our communities ” said Calvin 
Holmes, the Alliance vice-chair and President of Chicago Community Loan Fund, a multi-sector 
CDFI that benefits low- and moderate-income neighborhoods, families, and individuals 
throughout metropolitan Chicago.  
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“ The African American Alliance of CDFI CEOs is blessed to have the opportunity to engage as its 
President and CEO, Mr. Lenwood Long,” stated Inez Long, the Alliance Assistant Treasurer and 
President and CEO of BBIF, which specializes in providing loans and financial technical assistance 
services to Black, minority & underserved small businesses throughout Florida. “He is  a 
passionate, strong, committed, and  proven leader. In addition, he  will work closely with the 
Alliance’s cohesive, visionary professional leaders, all of whom are committed to closing the racial 
wealth gap in order  to have a transformational economic impact in Black communities across this 
nation. “ 
 
“It is not often one has an opportunity to work with such a strong and talented cohesive group 
committed to impacting the racial wealth gap that exists in the Black community, “ said  
Lenwood Long . “To be a part of this visionary work that will have a transformational economic 
impact in Black communities across this nation is exciting and rewarding. As one of the co-
founders, to see the current progress made is exhilarating.”  
 
 
 
About the African American Alliance of CDFI CEOs (The Alliance) 
The African American Alliance of CDFI CEOs (the Alliance) is a coalition committed to the support 
and growth of Black communities and the community development financial institutions (CDFIs) 
that serve those communities. The Alliance is comprised of 46 executives of CDFI loan funds, 
banks, credit unions, and venture capital funds representing all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. We envision a nationally connected, institutionally diverse community of African 
American CDFI CEOs and their allies working to transform Black economies across the U.S. 
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