
Grrrl Zine Fair  
Mini-Residency Open Call 
  
Grrrl Zine Fair with The Old Waterworks are offering six short-term, paid 
zine maker residencies for womxn (femme, NB, GNC, or gender fluid) 
artists resident in the UK. 
  
We are especially hoping to encourage Black and POC artists and 
disabled artists to apply. 
  
The residency comes with the option of working onsite at The Old Waterworks or from home, or a 
mixture of both.  
  
The residency will run for 2 days and you can work collaboratively with other zine makers or on your 
own. Zine makers will be working onsite at the same time with 3 zine makers during the week starting 
26 October and 3 zine makers during the second week starting 2 November. 
 
What do I get? 

  
● Access to our intersectional feminist library and the queer feminist Grrrl Zine 

Library 
● Training on The Old Waterworks risograph, 
● Peer feedback with Grrrl Zine Founder Lu Williams and fellow residency pals 
● A temporary studio space at TOW 
● Funds towards materials 
● Support with access costs 
● 2 days paid at £150 per day 
● Paid accommodation  

 

What will I be expected to do? 

 
● A public moment, such as a 30-minute Instagram live workshop (all tech provided 

in the space with assistance available). 
● Printed material contribution up to 2 pages. 
● These deliverables can be discussed depending on the interest and comfort of the zine 

maker. 
 
Key Information: 
  

● 6 residency spaces available 
● 3 zine makers will be working in the space at the same time, with the option to work 

individually and collaboratively. 



● Week one: Mon 26th October 
● Week two: Mon 2nd November 
● The residency will take place at The Old Waterworks, Westcliff-on-sea, Southend, 

SS0 7AB with accommodation provided. 
● Digital residencies can also be discussed for those unable to travel. 

  
Eligibility: 
  

● Open to UK residents only 
● Unfortunately, this opportunity isn’t open to students  
● Recent graduates welcome 
● 18 years of age and above  

 

How do I apply? 

 

We have aimed to make the application process straightforward. 

Send us the following information as a document or in a recorded or accessible format that works for 
you, addressed to Lu at info@theoldwaterworks.com: 
  

● Your contact details and preferred method of contact (email/phone/text) 
● Images or examples of your work (up to 4 examples) 
● an artist statement (up to 200 words) 
● an outline of how you'd like to approach the residency (up to 200 words) 
● an explanation of how you think Grrrl Zine Fair and TOW will help develop your zine 

making practice in this residency (up to 200 words) 
● A completed Equal Opportunities Form 

 
 
Applications close at 11:59pm on Sunday 13 September 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Other questions? If the information below doesn’t help, drop us a line. 
 
 
About TOW 
  
The Old Waterworks (TOW) is an art centre and artists’ studios based in a former pumping station in 
Southend-on-Sea. TOW’s focus is to provide access to the arts as well as practice development for 
early career artists or artists who are at a critical point in their practice. Research, process and 
experimentation are at the forefront. 
 
TOW is home to studios occupied by artists living in and around Southend. On Wednesday evenings in 
our screening room the White Bus Cinema hosts archive film screenings on their 16mm and 35mm 
projectors. 
  
TOW has worked with the Agency of Visible Women (AoVW) and Grrrl Zine Fair to build a new library 
and research space. It houses a growing collection of books suggested by AoVW members, the Grrrl 
Zine Library—a collection of over 200 feminist and LGBTQIA* specific zines—and contemporary art 
books and published artist’s books.  
  
The library is also home to a risograph printer where TOW provides a service for 
small-run DIY publications, workshops and low-cost printing. 
  
The residencies are a continuation of our collaborative working and learning processes. 
 
 
About Grrrl Zine Fair 
 
Grrrl Zine Fair is made up of live events, zine workshops, Grrrl In Print zine and a feminist zine library. 
It platforms women and non-binary artists and is comprised of a self-publishing fair, panel talks, 
performances, live music, exhibitions and workshops 
created and curated by artist Lu Williams. 
 
Zine making through Grrrl is presented as an adaptable way of making objects and literature outside of 
academic or capitalist endeavours. It is a way of elevating craft labour and democratised production in 
a context which is accessible to communities outside of the insular art world. Zine workshops hope to 
break down hierarchies and provide a creative outlet, as both a way of sharing your voice and a form of 
self-care. 
 
Lu Williams is a queer, working class artist living and working in Essex. They create cross disciplinary 
artworks, events and printed matter with a focus on DIY culture, workshops, intersectional feminism 
and working-class culture. Grrrl Zine Fair functions as a collaborative project with revolving 
collaborations between artists, partners and brands exploring contemporary feminism. 



Accessibility 

TOW draws on the Social Model of Disability to inform our understanding of accessibility. The Social 
Model holds that it is the physical and attitudinal barriers in society – prejudice, lack of access 
adjustments and systemic exclusion – that disables people. We understand that we need to continually 
consider our approaches and processes to improve accessibility.  

https://www.shapearts.org.uk/News/social-model-of-disability  
  
The Old Waterworks building is not fully physically accessible – something we are working on. 
It is on one level throughout, with ramp access to doorways. There is a small shared kitchen and toilets 
(not fully accessible).  There is parking space next to the building and a separate bike parking area. We 
have external seating in our garden space.  
  
We recognise the access limitations may mean some applicants can only work remotely; we can 
communicate by phone, email, and video call, or a mix. We have experience of working with BSL/SSE 
interpreters (remotely for video calls). 
  
We have ringfenced an access budget for the residencies; whilst this has limitations and cannot cover 
every scenario, we are happy to discuss access requirements and the adjustments we need to make 
with successful applicants. We recognise that access barriers manifest in different ways; we want to 
work with you to enable you to produce your best work. 
 
 
Can I come and have a look at the space? 
Yes. As we're currently closed to the public, and TOW studio artists are taking care with social 
distancing, you need to contact us to arrange a visit. You can also see more about the space on our 
website. 
  

https://www.shapearts.org.uk/News/social-model-of-disability

