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A publication of the WFEC Communication Department

Over the past 60 years, past and present communication staff members have valued the interaction with 
employees and member cooperatives through continuous forms of the WFEC EnerCom.  

Printed publications have provided articles on WFEC projects and events, industry-related topics, employee 
and cooperative member information and much more - for over six decades. But, times are changing 
with the rise of digital media and technology that has transformed the way news and information are 
accessed. The days of glossy printed magazines received at your home by mail are becoming obsolete.

Communication staff has been modifying efforts to accommodate a growing consumer preference for digital 
content, with the final issue of a printed biannual EnerCom magazine, mailed out in mid-July. Despite the end of 
the EnerCom, a new email publication will take its place. This biweekly news source, The Link, will provide up-
to-date articles on WFEC and its member cooperatives, along with today’s industry issues, legislative activity 
and much more.

Today marks the introduction of this new biweekly publication that will be featured every other Friday. We hope 
that the information provided through this expedited format will be beneficial, but most importantly – timely.  

With plans for this publication to grow, we welcome any ideas for articles, information, etc. that you might like 
to see presented in this format. Please email any ideas to Sondra Boykin @ sondra.boykin@wfec.com or call 
405-247-4370.

The monthly WFEC Communicator will continue in its same format. 
--------------------
Since The Link will be emailed, it may take some time to effectively add others, who are not typically included on 
the manager or executive, communication or marketing or board member lists for our cooperatives, for example. 

With this first edition of The Link, please help us update and increase availability to others within your respective 
cooperative. If someone is interested in being added, please let us know at sondra.boykin@wfec.com.

WFEC employees will automatically receive this publication by email. 

WFEC retirees are also eligible to receive this new communication piece. If interested, please send a request to 
maria.crowder@wfec.com.

Also, this biweekly publication will be posted to WFEC’s corporate website at www.wfec.com in the Media Center.

Digital technologies have advanced more rapidly than any innovation in our history, sources have said. Your support 
for this change is appreciated, as WFEC continues moving its communication format in the way of the future.   

DIGITAL DIFFERENCE
Changing Times Expand Communication Options 
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T
he way electricity is generated and 
distributed today is much different than 
in previous years. A process known as 
distributed generation (DG), which refers to 
the generation of electricity for use on-site, 
rather than energy being transmitted over 

the electric grid from larger facilities such as power 
plants, is becoming increasingly popular.

DG offers residential consumers and businesses 
the ability to generate their own power at or near 
the point of use. DG systems commonly utilize the 
natural resources available at their location such as 
the sun or wind. 

It also allows the consumer to receive credit for any 
excess energy that is transmitted into the distribution 
cooperatives’ distribution system. This behind-the-
meter generation is the meter on the customer side 
that is interconnected to the utility distribution 
system located on the utility side of the meter.

While new opportunities have grown, DG also has 
many new variables that need to be continuously 
factored into energy planning and delivery. Some of 
these factors include, but are not limited to, supply 
and demand forecasts and rate structures to ensure 
non-discriminatory rates and that all members 
pay their fair share for the costs associated with 
delivering and receiving power from the grid. These 
types of interconnected distributed resources can 
create factors that need to be addressed involving 
future rate recovery methodology, as well as 
minimizing cross-subsidization.

New regulations have also been passed, with each 
state having their own set of guidelines for the 
utilization of DG. 

To some, the delivery of electricity may appear to be 
a simple task. But - it’s not. The amount of electricity 
being generated must precisely match the amount of 
electricity being used at any point in time. The grid 
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Changes & Challenges a Part
of Today’s Electricity Generation

enables utilities to better manage the variability that 
goes along with integrating forms of DG.

Electric service consists of three distinct 
components: the electricity generation itself, 
transmission lines, and distribution (grid) services 
to get it where it needs to go. While a DG system 
may reduce the need for utility-provided electricity, 
it does not reduce the need for transmission and 
distribution services. Almost all DG system owners 
will still depend on their local grid and utility 
provider, which is often a misconception for some.

While this behind-the-meter generation provides 
new opportunities, it is also creating challenges 
for WFEC and its members. These issues, along 
with additional factors associated with DG, will be 
discussed in future issues of The Link.  

Texas residents experienced a power price surge on 
Sunday, Aug. 6, like no other in history – more than 
800%! – as searing heat pushed demand toward 
record levels and strained supplies on the state grid.

Bloomberg reported that electricity prices for the 
grid rose to more than $2,500 a megawatt-hour for 
Sunday evening, up from Saturday’s high of about 
$275, according to data from the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas (ERCOT), the grid operator. 
The surplus of available power capacity on the 
grid versus power consumption narrowed to 1.6 
gigawatts in the hour ending at 6 p.m. on Sunday, a 
level that can trigger emergency responses, though 
ERCOT has additional reserves it can tap to meet 
demand.

ERCOT issued a weather watch for Sunday 
and Monday “due to the forecast of higher 
temperatures, higher demand, and potential lower 
reserves,” the grid operator said in an emailed 
statement on Saturday afternoon. “ERCOT will 
continue to monitor conditions closely.”

Most of the state was under a heat advisory with 
large swaths of it under an excessive heat warning, 
according to the National Weather Service. 

Source: Bloomberg News - Aug. 5, 2023

TEXAS HEAT!
Power Price Surge Exceeds 
Over 800% During Weekend 
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As strong winds and a few thunderstorms moved 
across the area during the early morning hours on 
Tuesday, Aug. 8, damage was received to 11 WFEC 
transmission structures in the Mooreland and 
Anadarko areas. 

Eight 138 kV H-structures were downed along the 
Mooreland to Knob Hill line. Crews wrecked out the 
damaged areas of consecutive structures along this 
line on Tuesday, with repairs completed and the 
line energized on Wednesday, Aug. 9.  

Also, one 138 kV H-structure was downed on 
both the Cedardale Jct. to Cedardale line and the 
Anadarko to Sunshine Canyon line. Repairs were 
completed on Tuesday in these areas. A single 69 kV 
structure was also downed along the Mooreland to 
Curtis line, with repairs also completed on Tuesday.  

On early Wednesday, Aug. 9 morning, winds downed 
one structure on the Gotebo to Lake Creek line for a 
total of 12 structures for a two-day period.

And the 
winds 
blew...

Transmission Structures 
Downed in Recent Storms
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Anadarko to Sunshine Canyon line (above & below photos)

Cedardale Jct. to Cedardale line
 (above & left photos)

Photos by Sammy 
Stubbs, power 
line supervisor, 
northern division, 
and Ricky Allen, 
transmission services 
superintendent.

Out & About

Mooreland to Knob Hill line 



T
he National Rural 
Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) 
CEO Jim Matheson 
recently issued the 
following statement 
as the association filed 

comments in opposition to 
EPA’s proposed rule to further 
regulate power plant emissions. 

“EPA’s proposal is the wrong 
plan at a critical time for 
our nation’s energy future,” 
Matheson said. “It is unrealistic, 
unachievable, and will reduce 
key generating resources just as 
Americans are increasing their 
reliance on electricity. 

OPPOSITION COMMENTS
NRECA Issues Remarks Against Timelines 
& Authority in EPA Power Plant Proposal
Note: The Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) has 
proposed the biggest, most 
consequential rule to regulate 
new and existing power plants. 
In response, NRECA has filed a 
cohesive and collaborative set 
of comments focusing on the 
pressing technical challenges 
associated with the proposal. 
  
NRECA has engaged with 
statewides, G&Ts and 
distribution co-ops throughout 
the process. This collaboration 
will continue as the proposal 
moves to the next phase.

WFEC was a participant in 
developing comments, as well 
as taking part to help gain 
support from the Southwest 
Power Pool (SPP) and other 
Regional Transmission 
Organizations (RTO).

From deploying microgrids 
and renewables to launching 
demand response programs, 
electric cooperatives take 
an innovative and diverse 
approach as they work towards 
a responsible energy future. 
But expecting the industry to 
generate more electricity with 
fewer resources while adhering 
to unrealistic timelines is not a 
serious or practical approach.

“The energy future outlined 
by the EPA will result in 
more blackouts, higher costs, 
and greater uncertainty for 
Americans. And it will magnify 
today’s reliability challenges 
with grave consequences for 
an already stressed electric 
grid. When you find yourself in 
a hole, the first step is to stop 
digging. The EPA needs to put 
down their shovel.”

NRECA urged the agency to 
withdraw the proposal in its 
entirety and pointed out the 
following issues:

	 The proposal hinges on 
the widespread adoption 
of nascent technologies:  
clean hydrogen and carbon 
capture and storage. 
While both technologies 
are promising, they are 
not yet widespread or 
commercially available and 
have not been “adequately 
demonstrated” as required 
by the Clean Air Act.

	 The proposal violates the 
Clean Air Act by giving the 

EPA vast new authority 
of major economic and 
political significance 
without a clear statement 
from Congress. This 
disregards the “major 
questions doctrine” and is 
inconsistent with the text, 
structure, and context of 
Clean Air Act Section 111. 

 
	 The proposed rules 

contain timelines that 
are unrealistic and 
unachievable. The 
compliance deadlines 
endanger new and existing 
natural gas plants and 
all but ensure coal units 
will opt to shut down 
by 2035. The requisite 
infrastructure cannot be 
expected to be in place 
due to cost, supply chain 
challenges, permitting, 
public opposition, land 
ownership/access, and 
more.

	 The proposed rules 
threaten reliability and 
affordability.

NRECA submitted written 
comments to EPA on Aug. 8 as 
part of the agency’s rulemaking 
process. The agency is expected 
to publish the final rule in the 
spring of 2024. 
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