
 J.D. MESNARD

Sen. Mesnard Wants To Repeal The Affordable Care Act And Refused To 
Protect Arizonans With Pre-Existing Conditions From Being Discriminated 

Against 

MESNARD WANTED TO REPEAL THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mesnard Called The ACA “A Failure, Not An Accomplishment.” “Hillary's perception of 
#Obamacare is disconnected from reality. The fact is, it's a failure, not an accomplishment.” 
[Twitter, @JDMesnard, 8/19/16] 

Mesnard Called For The ACA To Be Repealed For Not Being Affordable. “The Affordable 
Care Act is not affordable. For healthcare prices to actually come down, #Obamacare must be 
repealed.” [Twitter, @JDMesnard, 9/9/16]

Mesnard Said It Was “Time To Repeal & Replace” The ACA. ““Seriously, it's time to repeal & 
replace: ‘ACA exchanges grow thinner with Aetna leaving for 2018’ 
http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/aetna-latest-insurer-flee-aca-exchanges-47343081” 
[Twitter, @JDMesnard, 5/11/17]

MESNARD WROTE A HEALTH INSURANCE BILL WITH ARIZONA’S AG, WHO WAS 
SUING TO STRIKE DOWN THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

Mesnard Worked With Brnovich To Write A Bill In The Case The Affordable Care Act Was 
Struck Down. “The attacks on the law have been led by Republicans, including Arizona 
Attorney General Mark Brnovich who signed onto legal briefs asking the justices to void the 
statute. But that, in turn, has created a potential political problem for the Republicans given the 
popularity of the provision on pre-existing conditions. So last year Brnovich along with Sen. J.D. 
Mesnard, R-Chandler, and Jeff Weninger, R-Chandler, announced they would craft something 
to fill the gap should the Affordable Care Act go away.” [Arizona Daily Star, 2/7/20]

Arizona’s Attorney General Brnovich Signed Onto The Lawsuit To Overturn The 
Affordable Care Act. “The attacks on the law have been led by Republicans, including Arizona 
Attorney General Mark Brnovich who signed onto legal briefs asking the justices to void the 
statute. But that, in turn, has created a potential political problem for the Republicans given the 
popularity of the provision on pre-existing conditions. So last year Brnovich along with Sen. J.D. 
Mesnard, R-Chandler, and Jeff Weninger, R-Chandler, announced they would craft something 
to fill the gap should the Affordable Care Act go away.” [Arizona Daily Star, 2/7/20]

MESNARD’S BILL ALLOW INSURANCE COMPANIES TO DISCRIMINATE AGAINST 
THOSE WITH PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS IF ACA WAS REPEALED 

Mesnard Sponsored SB 1397 To Prohibit Insurance Companies From Denying Coverage 
To Individuals With Pre-Existing Conditions In Case The ACA Was Overturned. 
“Conditionally, on a ruling that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) is 
unconstitutional, guarantees eligible individuals the availability of individual health plan 
coverage, except for grandfathered health plan coverage or limited benefit coverage, and 
prohibits health care insurers who offer such coverage from imposing any preexisting condition 
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exclusions.” The measure passed the Senate 30-0 and passed the House 59-1. [Arizona 
Legislature, SB 1397, 3/3/20]

SB 1397 Did Not Contain Any Provisions Ensuring Insurance Coverage Was Affordable 
For Those With Pre-Existing Conditions. “A bill that would ensure pre-existing conditions for 
Arizonans are still covered if a GOP-backed lawsuit against the Affordable Care Act succeeds in 
striking down the 2010 law won preliminary approval in the Arizona House of Representatives 
Wednesday, but Republicans rejected an attempt by Democrats to add protections to the 
measure. But critics of Senate Bill 1397 say that, while it might guarantee coverage, it does 
nothing to ensure that coverage is affordable – and insurance that people with pre-existing 
conditions can’t afford isn’t much different than denying them coverage altogether.” [Arizona 
Mirror, 5/21/20]

Mesnard Deliberately Wrote SB 1397 So It Did Not Impose Limits On What Insurance 
Companies Could Charge. “Mesnard said he wants to ‘stay narrow,’ warning that any effort to 
impose additional requirements on insurance companies on the coverages they provide — and 
what they can charge for them — is unlikely to get the necessary votes for approval in the 
Republican-controlled Legislature.” [Arizona Daily Star, 2/7/20] 

MESNARD VOTED AGAINST PROHIBITING INSURANCE COMPANIES FROM CHARGING 
THOSE WITH PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS MORE 

Mesnard Voted Against An Amendment To The Bill That Would Prohibit Insurers From 
Charing More For A Preexisting Condition. [Dalessandro Floor Amendment, SB 1397, 
3/3/20] 

Sen. Mesnard Voted To Expand Junk Insurance Plans That Do Not Provide 
Comprehensive Coverage Including Maternity Care, Mental Health, Or Pre-

Existing Conditions  

MESNARD VOTED TO EXPAND JUNK INSURANCE PLANS 

Mesnard Voted To Expand Short-Term Limited Duration Junk Insurance. In February 2019, 
Mesnard voted for SB1109 that “Extends, for short-term limited duration insurance (STLDI), the 
maximum initial contract term to 12 months and allows STLDI policies to be renewed or 
extended for up to 36 months.” [Fact Sheet for SB 1109, Arizona State Senate, 1/28/19; SB 
1109, 2019-2020 Session, 2/13/19] 

HEADLINE: Arizona Republic: “New Arizona Law Will Expand So-Called 'Junk' Health 
Insurance Plans.” [Arizona Republic, 3/12/19] 

“Health Advocates Say A Short-Term Insurance Bill Signed Into Law By Arizona Gov. 
Doug Ducey On Monday Could Hurt Consumers Who Buy What Critics Call ‘Junk’ Plans.” 
“Health advocates say a short-term insurance bill signed into law by Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey 
on Monday could hurt consumers who buy what critics call ‘junk’ plans. ‘One of the things that's 
appealing about these plans is that they are usually pretty cheap and there is a reason why — 
they don't cover much, and that is by design,’ said Brian Hummell, director of government 
relations for the American Cancer Society's Cancer Action Network. The Arizona law, set to take 
effect 90 days after the current legislative session ends, extends the current maximum time for 
having a short-term plan under state law from one year to three years…Critics denounce the 
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short-term plans as ‘junk’ and ‘scam’ insurance. They say increasing the contract time only 
enables insurers to financially benefit at the expense of consumers.” [Arizona Republic, 3/12/19]

Short-Term Plans Allow Insurers To Exclude Benefits That Must Be Covered Under The 
Affordable Care Act, Such As Maternity Care, Mental Health Care, And Pre-Existing 
Conditions. “Short-term plans allow insurers to exclude benefits that must be covered under 
the Affordable Care Act, such as maternity care, mental health care, and pre-existing conditions. 
‘The take-home message is really for those folks who are considering buying one of these 
plans, to really, really check into the fine print before they buy anything,’ said Will Humble, 
executive director of the Arizona Public Health Association. Humble said the monthly premiums 
may be cheaper, but consumers could find themselves with higher deductibles and co-pays and 
in some cases, faced with an expensive medical bill that their insurance plan won't cover. ‘It 
may not be what you think it is. In fact, it's probably not what you think it is. ...The short-term 
plans will most likely not cover pre-existing conditions, so that is one thing to really look out for if 
you are ever considering buying one of these plans,’ Humble said.” [Arizona Republic, 3/12/19]

Short-Term Plans Allow Insurers To Exclude Benefits That Must Be Covered Under The 
Affordable Care Act, Such As Maternity Care, Mental Health Care, And Pre-Existing 
Conditions. “Short-term plans allow insurers to exclude benefits that must be covered under 
the Affordable Care Act, such as maternity care, mental health care, and pre-existing conditions. 
‘The take-home message is really for those folks who are considering buying one of these 
plans, to really, really check into the fine print before they buy anything,’ said Will Humble, 
executive director of the Arizona Public Health Association. Humble said the monthly premiums 
may be cheaper, but consumers could find themselves with higher deductibles and co-pays and 
in some cases, faced with an expensive medical bill that their insurance plan won't cover. ‘It 
may not be what you think it is. In fact, it's probably not what you think it is. ...The short-term 
plans will most likely not cover pre-existing conditions, so that is one thing to really look out for if 
you are ever considering buying one of these plans,’ Humble said.” [Arizona Republic, 3/12/19]

THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE WROTE IN A REPORT TO DUCEY THAT 
JUNK INSURANCE PLANS RISKED GIVING POLICY HOLDERS LARGE MEDICAL BILLS 

The Arizona Department Of Insurance Warned In A Report To Gov. Ducey That Short-
Term Plans Could Expose Policyholders To “Large, Uncovered Medical Bills.” “The 
introduction of short‐term limited‐benefit policies and association health plans has the potential 
to attract some Arizonans away from higher‐priced traditional insurance into products that offer 
substantially less benefit.  Some policyholders became unwittingly uncovered for pre‐existing 
conditions, including conditions that policyholders developed while under one short‐term benefit 
policy term that became pre‐existing conditions for the policyholders under subsequent 
short‐term benefit policies/terms, exposing policyholders to large, uncovered medical bills.” 
[Arizona Department of Insurance, 2017/2018 Annual Report] 

THE AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION, AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY AND OTHERS 
OPPOSED THE BILL 

The American Heart Association, American Cancer Society, American Lung Association 
And Others Opposed The Use Of STLDI Plans Because Of Repercussions For People 
With Pre-Existing Conditions. “‘There is a whole host of things these plans don’t have to do,’ 
Thea Zajac, regional director of government affairs for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, 
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said to the Arizona Mirror. Her organization, along with the American Heart Association, the 
American Cancer Society, the American Lung Association and the Children’s Action Alliance, 
are all opposed to expanding the use of STLDI plans. Given the profound impact the proposed 
legislation will have on the Arizona health insurance market and its potential repercussions for 
people with pre-existing conditions, our organizations respectfully ask members… to vote 
against these bills,’ a letter from the groups says about Livingston’s bill and two others.” 
[Arizona Mirror, 3/4/19] 

Arizona Republic: “Health Advocates Say A Short-Term Insurance Bill Signed Into Law 
By Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey On Monday Could Hurt Consumers Who Buy What Critics 
Call ‘Junk’ Plans.” “Health advocates say a short-term insurance bill signed into law by 
Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey on Monday could hurt consumers who buy what critics call ‘junk’ 
plans. ‘One of the things that's appealing about these plans is that they are usually pretty cheap 
and there is a reason why — they don't cover much, and that is by design,’ said Brian Hummell, 
director of government relations for the American Cancer Society's Cancer Action Network. The 
Arizona law, set to take effect 90 days after the current legislative session ends, extends the 
current maximum time for having a short-term plan under state law from one year to three 
years…Critics denounce the short-term plans as ‘junk’ and ‘scam’ insurance. They say 
increasing the contract time only enables insurers to financially benefit at the expense of 
consumers.” [Arizona Republic, 3/12/19]

Short-Term Plans Allow Insurers To Exclude Benefits That Must Be Covered Under The 
Affordable Care Act, Such As Maternity Care, Mental Health Care, And Pre-Existing 
Conditions. “Short-term plans allow insurers to exclude benefits that must be covered under 
the Affordable Care Act, such as maternity care, mental health care, and pre-existing conditions. 
‘The take-home message is really for those folks who are considering buying one of these 
plans, to really, really check into the fine print before they buy anything,’ said Will Humble, 
executive director of the Arizona Public Health Association. Humble said the monthly premiums 
may be cheaper, but consumers could find themselves with higher deductibles and co-pays and 
in some cases, faced with an expensive medical bill that their insurance plan won't cover. ‘It 
may not be what you think it is. In fact, it's probably not what you think it is. ...The short-term 
plans will most likely not cover pre-existing conditions, so that is one thing to really look out for if 
you are ever considering buying one of these plans,’ Humble said.” [Arizona Republic, 3/12/19]

Mesnard Voted Against Medicaid Expansion And Even Sued To Stop Its 
Implementation 

MESNARD VOTED AGAINST MEDICAID EXPANSION THAT GAVE MORE THAN 400,000 
ARIZONANS ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE 

Mesnard Voted Against HB 2010, The Bill That Expanded Medicaid In Arizona. “The 
Supreme Court of Arizona summarily rejected a challenge to the state's Medicaid expansion 
from a group of Republican lawmakers who had sued to block the 2013 law. Insurance for more 
than 400,000 Arizonans hinged on a provision in the state Constitution related to raising 
taxes…In 2013, then-Governor Jan Brewer signed into law HB 2010, which increased eligibility 
for AHCCCS. Under HB 2010, people with income up to 133 percent of the federal poverty level 
could enroll for benefits.” [Phoenix New Times, 11/17/17; HB 2010, 2013 First Special Session, 
6/13/13]
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More Than 400,000 Arizonans Are Eligible For Medicaid Because Of Medicaid Expansion. 
[Medicaid in Arizona, Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation, October 2019]  

Mesnard Even Voted Against Restoring Health Care Coverage To Tens Of 
Thousands Of Children In Arizona 

MESNARD VOTED AGAINST RESTORING HEALTH CARE COVERAGE TO TENS OF 
THOUSANDS OF KIDS

Mesnard Voted Against SB 1457, Which Reinstated KidsCare. “More than 30,000 Arizona 
children from low-income families will be eligible for health insurance after a lightning-quick 
revival of KidsCare, which appeared all but dead earlier this week. Gov. Doug Ducey signed the 
bill reinstating the program Friday, hours after Senate President Andy Biggs dropped his 
resistance to bringing the bill up for a vote… The state Senate broke the logjam Friday when 
five GOP senators joined with the unified Democrats to suspend Senate rules and bring Senate 
Bill 1457 to a vote.” [Arizona Republic, 5/6/16; SB 1457, 2016 Second Regular Session, 5/5/16] 

More Than 30,000 Arizona Kids From Low-Income Families Were Eligible For KidsCare 
When The Measure Passed. “More than 30,000 Arizona children from low-income families will 
be eligible for health insurance after a lightning-quick revival of KidsCare, which appeared all 
but dead earlier this week.” [Arizona Republic, 5/6/16]   

Mesnard Attacks Arizonans Health Insurance Even Though He Has Tax-
Payer Funded Insurance More Generous Than Most Arizonans’ Plans 

MESNARD HAS TAX-PAYER FUNDED INSURANCE MORE ROBUST THAN THE AVERAGE 
ARIZONAN

Mesnard Received Taxpayer-Funded Health Care. “More than two-thirds of Republican 
lawmakers who sued to overturn Medicaid coverage for low-income Arizonans took state-
sponsored health-insurance plans that offer more-robust medical benefits than what the 
average Arizonan gets from private employers. Records obtained by The Arizona Republic 
show that of the 36 current and former state lawmakers who sued to halt funding of the 
Medicaid expansion, 26 enrolled in state-funded health-insurance plans… These current GOP 
lawmakers who have sued to challenge the state's Medicaid expansion also are enrolled in 
state-sponsored health insurance plans… Rep. J.D. Mesnard, R-Chandler.” [Arizona Republic, 
7/12/15]

The Health Care Benefits Mesnard Received Was More Generous And Less Expensive 
Than Typical Private-Sector Insurance Plans For Arizona Workers. “Arizona lawmakers 
serve part time, but most now seated take year-round health-insurance benefits that are more 
generous than what most other states offer their employees. The state-sponsored health-
insurance plans offer coverage that is more comprehensive and less expensive than the typical 
private-sector health-insurance plan for Arizona workers.” [Arizona Republic, 7/12/15]

Sen. Mesnard Was Inactive On Responding To The Coronavirus And 
Continues To Do Nothing To Help Arizonans Affected By The Epidemic
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ARIZONA REPUBLICANS DID NOT TAKE ACTION ON ANY COVID-RELATED 
LEGISLATION UNTIL MID-MARCH EVEN THOUGH THE PANDEMIC WAS IMMINENT 

The First Reported Instance Of The Coronavirus in Arizona Was January 26th, 2020. 
[Phoenix News Times, 3/22/20]

The First Legislation To Help Address The Coronavirus In Arizona Passed In Mid-March 
And Put $55 Million Into The “Public Health Emergencies Fund” [Arizona Legislature, SB 
1051, passed 3/12/20] 

Before The Coronavirus, SB 1051 Was Simply A Bill To Reauthorize The Arizona 
Department Of Health Services For Another 8 Years. [Arizona Legislature, SB 1051, Senate 
fact sheet, 1/13/20] 

On March 12th, SB 1051 Was Amended To Respond To The Coronavirus Pandemic By 
Appropriating $55 Million Out Of Arizona’s Budget Stabilization Fund To Be Injected Into 
The “Public Health Emergencies Fund” [Arizona Legislature, Barto Amendment To SB 1051, 
3/12/20]

MESNARD DID NOT SPONSOR THE BILL TO MAKE IT EASIER TO ACCESS 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS IN THE WAKE OF COVID

Mesnard Did Not Sponsor Or Co-Sponsor SB 1694, Which Made It Easier To Access 
Unemployment Benefits In The Wake Of COVID. “1. Allows, regardless of Arizona 
employment security law, DES to implement alternative benefit eligibility and employer 
contribution requirements that is consistent with U.S. DOL guidance, including UIPL 10-20, for 
the federal-state UI Program for individuals and employers affected by the federal declaration of 
emergency related to COVID-19. 2. Precludes DES from consideration of increased benefits 
charged against an employer's account resulting from alternative benefit eligibility for individuals 
affected by the federal declaration of emergency related to COVID-19 when fixing employer 
contribution rates for the Unemployment Compensation Fund. 3. Permits DES to adjust 
eligibility requirements for participants of the shared work plan during the federal declaration of 
emergency related to COVID-19, excluding shared work benefits for individuals whose normal 
weekly hours are reduced by more than 80 percent.” [SB 1964, 2020 Second Regular Session, 
3/18/20] 

The Bill Took Advantage Of Federal Legislation Allowing Expedited Unemployment 
Benefits Because Of The Virus. “The Senate was working to pass an emergency bill to take 
advantage of new federal legislation allowing expedited unemployment benefits for people 
temporarily out of work and extend benefits for a full year.” [Associated Press, 3/18/20]  

SENATE REPUBLICANS REFUSED TO INCREASE THE STATE’S UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS WHEN RESPONDING TO COVID-19 

Arizona Senate Republican Majority Leadership Said There Was “No Thought” Of 
Increasing Arizona’s Unemployment Benefits. “The Senate was working to pass an 
emergency bill to take advantage of new federal legislation allowing expedited unemployment 
benefits for people temporarily out of work and extend benefits for a full year. But Republican 
Senate President Karen Fann said there's no thought of boosting the state's maximum weekly 
benefit, which at $240 a week is among the lowest in the nation. ‘That is an issue that we can 
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certainly look at in the future but we can only do so much this week.’ she said.” [Associated 
Press, 3/18/20] 

THE LEGISLATURE’S COVID BILL LEFT PREVENTING EVICTIONS AND FORECLOSURES 
UP TO THE GOVERNOR 

The Legislature’s Budget Left It Up To The Governor To Decide How To Spend $50 
Million In COVID Relief Funding Rather Than Mandating Its Use On Things Like 
Preventing Evictions And Foreclosures. “State lawmakers gave final approval to a $11.8 
billion contingency budget Monday and went home — at least for a couple of weeks. The action 
came after House Republicans caved to demands by senators from both parties to provide up to 
$50 million for the governor to use, at his discretion, on programs designed to help those 
economically affected by COVID-19. That ranges from cash to prevent evictions or foreclosures 
and services for the homeless to cash for food bank operations and economic assistance to 
health care providers, nonprofit organizations and businesses with fewer than 50 employees.” 
[Capitol Media Services, 3/23/20]

WHEN THE LEGISLATURE ADJOURNED EARLY, MESNARD CONTINUED TO RECEIVE 
HIS TAXPAYER-FUNDED PER DIEM AND CLAIMED IT WASN’T POSSIBLE TO STOP 
RECEIVING IT  

The Arizona Legislature “Recessed Indefinitely” On April 13th. “PHOENIX (The Arizona 
Republic) — Members of the Arizona Legislature have recessed indefinitely to slow the spread 
of COVID-19, but lawmakers will continue to receive per diem payments.” [KGUN, 4/13/20]

Arizona Legislators Continued To Receive Their Taxpayer Funded Per-Diem For An 
Additional Month. “House and Senate staff confirmed that while in-person meetings have been 
halted, legislators will continue collecting payments meant to help cover food, lodging and other 
expenses while the Legislature meets, The Arizona Republic reported. The payments are in 
addition to the $24,000 salaries legislators receive. Full payments will continue through May 11, 
the session’s 120th day, unless lawmakers opt out or the Legislature adjourns for the year 
before then.” [Associated Press, 4/12/20] 

Mesnard Claimed It Was Not Possible For Legislators To Stop Receiving The Per Diem. 
“Republican state Sen. J.D. Mesnard said pausing the per diem while in recess makes sense 
but may not be possible. ‘I don’t think you can statutorily even do that if we’re still in session,’ 
Mesnard said.” [Associated Press, 4/12/20]

As Speaker And Throughout His Legislative Career Mesnard Has Voted To 
Underfund Arizona Public Schools By Billions Of Dollars

2019: MESNARD VOTED TO UNDERFUND EDUCATION BY MORE THAN $128 MILLION 

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of HB 2749 Which Appropriated Money To K-12 Education. The 
measure passed the House 31-28 and passed the Senate 17-12. [Arizona Legislature, 5/27/19]

The FY 2020 Budget Underfunded School Districts By Over $128 Million In “District 
Additional Assistance” Money. [State Of Arizona, Appropriations Report, FY 2020, p. BH-29, 
June 2019]
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2018: MESNARD VOTED TO UNDERFUND EDUCATION BY $257 MILLION 

Mesnard Voted In Favor SB 1520, The FY 2019 Budget. “Appropriates monies for the 
operation of state government in FY 2019.” The budget passed the 31-28 and passed the 
Senate 17-12.” [Arizona Legislature, SB 1520, 5/3/18]

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of HB 2663, K-12 Education Budget Reconciliation Bill. The 
measure passed the House 33-26 and passed the Senate 20-9. [Arizona Legislature, HB 2663, 
5/3/18] 

The FY 2018 Budget Continued To Underfund Schools By $257 Million In District 
Additional Assistance.** “Directs ADE to reduce the amount of BSA by $257,469,900 that 
otherwise would be apportioned to school districts for FY 2019 as DAA and requires school 
district budget limits to be reduced accordingly. a. Continues to direct ADE to reduce DAA for 
school districts that are not eligible to receive BSA funding by the amount that would be reduced 
if the district was eligible for BSA funding and reduce the school district’s budget limits 
accordingly. b. Establishes a schedule to reduce the suspension of DAA to $0.00 in FY 2023. 
(Sec. 26) o In FY 2018, DAA was suspended by $352,442,700.” [Arizona Legislature, HB 2663, 
House Engrossed Summary, 5/2/18] *

2017: MESNARD VOTED TO UNDERFUND ARIZONA SCHOOLS BY $930 MILLION 

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of SB 1522, The FY 2018 Budget. “Appropriates monies for the 
operation of state government in FY 2018.” The budget passed the House 35-24 and passed 
the Senate 17-13. [Arizona Legislature, SB 1522, 5/12/17]

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of HB 2545, A Budget Reconciliation Bill For K-12 Education. 
The measure passed the House 35-24 and passed the Senate 17-13. [Arizona Legislature, HB 
2545, 5/4/17]

The FY 2018 Budget Continued To Underfund Arizona Schools By $930 Million Dollars. 
“The budget continues to defer $930.7 million in General Fund spending for school district 
payments from FY 2018 to FY 2019.” [State Appropriations Report FY 2018, June 2017]

2016: MESNARD VOTED TO UNDERFUND EDUCATION BY OVER $350 MILLION 

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of HB2695, The FY 2017 Budget. “Appropriates monies for the 
operation of state government in FY 2017.” The budget passed the House 36-24 and passed 
the Senate 18-10. [Arizona Legislature, HB 2695, 5/10/16]

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of HB 2707 A Budget Reconciliation BIll That Appropriated 
Money To K-12 Education. “In May 2016, Mesnard voted in favor of HB 2707, a budget 
reconciliation bill. According to the legislature, the bill “Continues to direct the Arizona 
Department of Education (ADE) to reduce the amount of Basic State Aid (BSA) by 
$352,442,700 that otherwise would be apportioned to school districts for FY 2017 as District 
Additional Assistance (DAA) and requires school district budget limits to be reduced 
accordingly. a. Directs ADE to reduce DAA for school districts that are not eligible to receive 
BSA funding by the amount that would be reduced if the district was eligible for BSA funding 
and reduce the school district’s budget limits accordingly.” [HB 2702, Summary as transmitted to 
Governor, 5/3/16; House 3rd Read, 5/3/16]
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HB 2707 Underfunded Education By Over $350 Million. “In May 2016, Mesnard voted in 
favor of HB 2707, a budget reconciliation bill. According to the legislature, the bill “Continues to 
direct the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) to reduce the amount of Basic State Aid 
(BSA) by $352,442,700 that otherwise would be apportioned to school districts for FY 2017 as 
District Additional Assistance (DAA) and requires school district budget limits to be reduced 
accordingly. a. Directs ADE to reduce DAA for school districts that are not eligible to receive 
BSA funding by the amount that would be reduced if the district was eligible for BSA funding 
and reduce the school district’s budget limits accordingly.” [HB 2702, Summary as transmitted to 
Governor, 5/3/16; House 3rd Read, 5/3/16]

2015: MESNARD VOTED TO CUT MORE THAN $350 MILLION FROM EDUCATION 

March 2015: Mesnard Voted In Favor Of A General Appropriations Bill Which Contained 
Dramatic Cuts To Education. “The ‘feed bill’ for FY2015-16 contains appropriations for state 
agencies and programs. Provisions include: [...] Includes an appropriation of $74.39 million to 
the Arizona Department of Education (ADE) for additional inflation, which ADE must allocate to 
school districts and charter schools in FY2015-16 in the same manner that it would allocate the 
monies if the monies were for an additional increase of $54.31 million in the base level defined 
for FY2015-16. Makes a supplemental appropriation of $26.86 million from the general fund in 
FY2014-15 to the State Board of Education and Superintendent of Public Instruction for basic 
state aid and additional state aid. Reduces the FY2014-15 general fund appropriation to the 
School Facilities Board by $9.42 million for the new school facilities debt service line item. 
Appropriates $23.9 million to the Access Our Best Public Schools Fund for the purpose of 
developing mechanisms that an Arizona Public School Achievement District could use to assist 
in the expansion of member schools or the construction of new facilities for member schools. 
Monies in the Fund cannot be expended until the executive branch submits an expenditure plan 
to the Joint Legislative Budget Committee for review, and the executive branch is required to 
recommend proposed legislation to codify the mechanisms developed. Appropriates $5.5 million 
from the general fund in FY2015-16 to DOA for distribution to counties with a population of less 
than 200,000 for maintenance of essential county services and $500,000 for distribution to a 
county with a population of more than 30,000 and less than 40,000 (Graham County) for 
maintenance of essential county services. Appropriates $10.46 million from the Risk 
Management Revolving Fund to DOA to reimburse the federal government for specified 
disallowed costs and fund transfers. Appropriates $300,000 from the general fund in FY2015-16 
to the Arizona Commerce Authority to operate a trade office in Mexico City. Requires various 
reports and makes various fund transfers. AS SIGNED BY GOVERNOR.” The measure passed 
the Senate 16-13 and passed the House 32-27. [Arizona Legislature, SB 1469, 3/7/15]

Joint Legislative Budget Committee: The FY 2016-2017 Budget Decreased K-12 Funding 
By $148 Million. “The Legislature also made subsequent revisions to the Baseline spending 
level of $9.45 billion, which resulted in a final FY 2016 expenditure level of $9.13 billion. The 
$(312) million in changes to the Baseline included the following: [...] Major Decreases from the 
Baseline • $(148) million in K-12 reductions, including $(117) million from Additional Assistance, 
$(7) million from beginning a phase-out of multi-site charter small school weight, and $(22) 
million from eliminating a FY 2015 performance funding program. BH-3 • $(20) million from 
limiting the state’s liability in those larger districts whose total property tax bill for all jurisdictions 
exceeds the state’s 1% cap.” [State Of Arizona Appropriations Report, May 2015]

The FY 2016 Budget Cut $352.4 Million Overall From Education. “Cuts school districts an 
additional $113,457,200 in district additional assistance dollars (approximate loss of an extra 
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$135 per student). This is an overall loss of $352.4 million to school districts when prior year 
district additional assistance formula cuts are factored in (over an 83% reduction in these 
funds). Background: District additional assistance was the formula created in the FY2014 
budget that combined the soft capital costs (classroom materials and supplies) and CORL 
funding (capital funding). The formula is currently cut $238.9 million, and this budget cuts an 
additional $113.5 million—for a total reduction to school districts of $352.4 million. With this 
reduction, schools are losing 83% of the funding owed to them through the district additional 
assistance formula. Small districts: Caps the sum of the district additional assistance formula 
reductions for school districts with a student count of less than 1,100 at $5 million.” [Arizona 
Education Association, FY 2016-2017 Budget Summary, 3/9/15]

MESNARD’S VOTES PUT MONEY INTO WEALTHIER SCHOOLS RATHER THAN 
UNDERSERVED SKILLS AND PUSHED HIGH-STAKES TESTING 

Most Of The $68 Million From HB 2902 Would Go To Schools That Performed Well On 
Standardized Tests, Which Tend To Be Wealthier Areas. “Democrats warned that the 
trimmed-down K-12 schools package eliminated $68 million promised to schools to restore 
earlier cuts. That $68 million for all schools is gone, but a similar amount of cash that goes to 
schools with high test scores drew the greatest ire from Democrats. They said most of that cash 
goes to schools in wealthier areas. ‘The fact this budget for our K-12 schools preserves this 
program instead of allowing flexibility is the exact opposite of what we should be doing today,’ 
Rep. Kelli Butler said.” [AP, 3/20/20]

ARIZONA’S TEACHER SALARIES ARE AMONG THE LOWEST IN THE NATION 

Arizona Elementary School Teachers’ Median Salary Was 49th In The Nation. [Teacher Pay, 
Expect More Arizona, accessed 7/25/20] 

Before The Pay Raises Passed, Arizona Paid Teachers $11,500 Less Than The National 
Average. “Compared to the fiscal year 2018 national average (most recent year national data 
available), Arizona’s average teacher salary was $48,951 that year, while the national average 
was $60,477.” [Arizona School District Spending, Arizona Auditor General, March 2020] 

Arizona’s Average Teacher Salary Was The 45th Worst In The Nation. [Arizona, National 
Education Association, accessed 5/12/20]

BUDGET CUTS MEANT ARIZONA NO LONGER HAS FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN 

Mesnard Voted For $742.1 Million In Education Cuts Across SB 1612, SB 1614 And SB 
1617. [Great Schools Now, press release 10/23/18] 

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of The FY 2012 Budget. “Appropriates Monies For The Operation 
Of State Government In FY 2012.” The budget passed the House 40-19 and passed the 
Senate 21-8. [Arizona Legislature, SB 1612, 4/6/11] 

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of SB 1614 Which Implemented The State Budget. “SB 1614 
makes statutory and session law changes related to budget procedures in order to implement 
the FY 2011-12 state budget.” The measure passed the House 40-19 and passed the Senate 
21-9. [Arizona Legislature, SB 1614, 4/6/11] 
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Mesnard Voted In Favor Of SB 1617 Which Appropriated Money To K-12 Education. The 
measure passed the House 39-20 and passed the Senate 20-10 [Arizona Legislature, SB 1617, 
4/1/11]

2011: “Full-Day Kindergarten Funding Was Eliminated In 2011 – A Loss To School 
Districts That Now Totals $1.5 Billion Dollars.” “Full-Day Kindergarten funding was 
eliminated in 2011 – a loss to school districts that now totals $1.5 billion dollars that now must 
be found somewhere else in shrunken school budgets if our youngest students are to benefit 
from this basic foundation of learning.” [Arizona School Board Association, accessed 3/21/19]

Arizona Has Not Funded Full-Day Kindergarten Since 2010. “Arizona has only funded half-
day kindergarten since 2010, five years after then-Gov. Janet Napolitano scraped together the 
funding for full-day programs by offering Republicans a 10% income tax cut.” [Education Dive, 
10/26/16] 

ARIZONA’S CLASS SIZES HAVE SWELLED 

Budget Cuts And Teacher Layoffs Resulted In Larger Class Sizes. “In communities across 
the country, teachers are returning to classrooms with noticeably less elbow room. State and 
district level budget cuts that led to teacher layoffs have resulted in larger class sizes for some, 
including Melissa Hagen of Phoenix. Last year her junior high science classes ranged from 22 
to 30 students per class, but after losing two colleagues, the count shot up to 38 to 41 per class. 
‘That assumes that all teachers are here or we have a sub,’ says Hagen. ‘If not, I could have 
around 55 kids in my class.’’ [NEA, accessed 6/1/20]

Arizona Had The Highest Ratio Of Students To Teachers In The Entire Country. [National 
Center for Education Statistics, accessed 7/25/20] 

Arizona’s Ratio Of Students To Teachers Has Steadily Increased Since 2011. “According to 
the National Center for Education Statistics, there were 23 students per Arizona teacher in 
2016-17 – the nation’s highest. The national average, by comparison, was 16 students. 
Arizona’s ratio has increased steadily since 2011, even as other states have held class sizes 
steady or decreased them.” [Joanna Allhands, Arizona Republic, 6/16/19]  

ARIZONA HAS AMONG THE LOWEST SPENDING PER CHILD IN THE NATION — EVEN 
WITH ADDITIONAL INVESTMENT 

Arizona Spent About $3,100 Less Per Pupil In 2019 Than The National Average Of $14,009 
In 2017. “Arizona school districts spent less than national averages in nearly all operational 
areas—In fiscal year 2019, Arizona school districts spent approximately $3,100 less per pupil 
than the 2017 national average (most recent national data available). [Arizona School District 
Spending, Arizona Auditor General, March 2020] 

Capitol Media Services Noted Arizona’s Per-Pupil Spending Of $10,928 For 2018-19 Was 
Lower Than The $14,009 Nation Average — “And That National Figure Is Two Years Old.” 
“The report also found that Arizona schools overall spend less than the national average, by a 
wide margin. Perry pegged total per pupil spending at $10,928 in Arizona, compared with 
$14,009 for the rest of the nation. And that national figure is two years old.” [Capitol Media 
Services, 3/5/20] 
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The Most Recent Census Numbers Available Showed Arizona’s Public School Spending 
Was The Fourth Lowest In The Nation And Well Below The Then-National Average Of 
$12,200. “New Census Bureau figures show that per-pupil spending in Arizona’s public schools 
was fourth-lowest in the nation in 2017, hampering the state’s efforts in recent years to improve 
education funding. The report this week said Arizona spent $8,003 per student in fiscal 2017, 
well below the national average of $12,200 that year and just more than one-quarter the 
$23,091 spent per student in New York, the highest in the country. Only Oklahoma, Utah and 
Idaho ranked lower than Arizona.” [Arizona PBS, 5/24/19] 

As Speaker And As A Legislator, Mesnard Oversaw The Passages Of Tax 
Giveaways For Wealthy Arizonans That Have Decimated State Programs As 

A Result

MESNARD REPEATEDLY VOTED TO CUT CORPORATE TAXES, LEADING TO BILLIONS 
IN HANDOUTS TO CORPORATIONS   

Mesnard Sponsored And Voted For HB 2001, Which Lowered The Corporate Tax Rate. 
““HB 2001 establishes the Arizona Commerce Authority and makes several changes to 
individual and corporate taxes and property taxes.” The bill passed the House 39-21 and was 
signed into law. [Arizona Legislature, HB 2001, 2/16/11]

HB 2001 Would Cost The State $38.2 Million In FY2012, Growing To $538 Million In FY 
2018. “This bill is estimated to cost $38.2 million in FY 2012, growing to $538.0 million in FY 
2018, when all the provisions are fully implemented. The analysis does not reflect the behavioral 
responses of corporations and individuals to a decrease in tax liabilities. Decreasing liabilities 
can serve as an incentive for businesses to employ more capital and labor, and individuals to 
spend and invest more than they otherwise would. These “dynamic” effects may result in an 
increase in economic output, which in turn may generate more tax revenue dollars for the state 
General Fund than what a ‘static’ analysis assumes.” [Arizona Legislature, HB 2001 2nd special 
session Fiscal Note, 1/5/11]

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of SB 1041, Which Was A Package Of Tax Reform That Would 
Have Granted A Low Property Tax Rate If They Invested At Least $5 Million Or Created 25 
New Jobs. “Allows a qualifying business with property, subject to construction or a major 
renovation, to be assessed under a class six property classification. AS VETOED BY 
GOVERNOR. Her veto message stated the bill's lack of clarity in tax policy was a concern. She 
specifically criticized the bills potential negative impact on local government revenue streams. 
The rule-making authority given to the Commerce Authority also unacceptably confers upon it 
‘kingmaker’ status.’ The bill passed the House 44-12 and was vetoed.” [Arizona Legislature, SB 
1041, 4/14/11]

SB 1041 Would Cost The State $1.6 Million In FY 2013 And Would Grow To $5.9 Million In 
FY 2015. “The bill is estimated to have a General Fund cost of $1.6 million in FY 2013, which 
would grow to $3.6 million in FY 2014 and $5.9 million in FY 2015. The bill reduces net 
assessed valuation (NAV), which increases the state’s K-12 education formula costs. Since the 
bill would only affect new property, there would be no offsetting cost savings under the state’s 
truth-in-taxation (TNT) provisions. The fiscal impact only addresses new property that would 
have been constructed in the absence of the bill. The cost estimates are speculative and could 
change considerably depending on the number of qualifying businesses. The fiscal impact also 
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does not reflect any offsetting revenue effects that could potentially result from increased 
economic activity spurred by the bill.’” [Arizona Legislature, SB 1041 Fiscal note, 4/5/11]

Arizona Gives Out Billions In “Tax Expenditures” Each Year. “The tables below display the 
total value of tax expenditures by each tax type and a 10-year history of total tax expenditures. 
Preliminarily, in FY 2019 the total value of tax expenditures was $18.4 billion, an increase of 
25% from the prior fiscal year. Transaction privilege tax accounted for 91% of the tax 
expenditure, with individual income tax, property, insurance premium, and corporate income tax 
accounting providing the next largest totals, in descending order. In total, these five tax types 
account for 98.5% of the tax expenditures estimated in this report.

[Revenue Impact of Arizona’s Tax Expenditures, Arizona Department of Revenue, 11/15/19]

Between FY2015 And FY 2017, Arizona Made $1.6 Billion In Corporate Income Tax 
Expenditures - Exemptions, Exclusions, Subtractions, Credits Or Preferential Tax Rates 
For Corporations. “Tax expenditures are provisions within the law designed to encourage 
certain kinds of activity or to aid taxpayers in certain categories. These provisions are generally 
known as exemptions, exclusions, deductions, subtractions, credits, or preferential rates. Such 
provisions result in a loss of tax revenues, thereby reducing the amount of revenues available 
for state (and, in some circumstances, local) programs. In effect, the fiscal impact of 
implementing tax expenditure would be similar to a direct expenditure of state funds.” [Revenue 
Impact of Arizona’s Tax Expenditures, Arizona Department of Revenue, 11/15/19] 

Corporate Taxes Make Up A Smaller Proportion Of Arizona’s Revenue Now Than A 
Decade Ago While Individual Income As A Source Of Revenue Has Grown By Nearly 55 
Percent.  [FY 2010 vs FY 2020 General Fund Spending, Arizona Joint Legislative Budget 
Committee, 7/2/19]

MESNARD WROTE THE BILL TO PHASE OUT CAPITAL GAINS TAXES, WHICH 
DISPROPORTIONATELY BENEFIT THE WEALTHIEST AMERICANS 

Mesnard Was The Primary Sponsor Of HB 2815, Which Phased Out Capital Gains Taxes. 
“Capital Gains Phase-Out HB 2815 would phase out individual and corporate income taxation of 
net capital gains for assets acquired after Tax Year (TY) 2011. Capital gains on assets acquired 
in TY 2011 or earlier, however, would not be affected by the bill. Summary The capital gains 
phase-out provision is estimated to reduce individual and corporate income taxes by $(62) 
million in FY 2014, $(128) million in FY 2015, $(219) million in FY 2016, and $(315) million in FY 
2017. By FY 2020, when the fiscal impacts of all the bill’s provisions are included, the revenue 
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loss would grow to an estimated $(399.6) million. The estimate is uncertain, however, as it 
depends on not only future asset prices, but also the trading volume and holding periods of such 
assets, which are difficult to predict.” [Arizona Legislature, HB 2815, 3/1/12]

The Bill Would Result In A 3.4 Percent Effective Tax Rate On Capital Gains. “Before 
passage of HB 2815, Arizona taxed capital gains like regular income. But thanks to the 
Legislature, we will phase in a 10 percent, then 20 percent and finally a 25 percent reduction in 
the tax on capital gains, resulting in a 3.4 percent effective tax rate on capital gains.” [Glenn 
Hamer, Arizona Chamber of Commerce, 5/7/12] 

Only The Wealthiest Arizonans Benefit From Capital Gains Tax Cuts. “Epstein said those 
with adjusted gross incomes between $10,000 and $20,000 a year will get just 1 percent of the 
tax break. By contrast, she said, 12 percent of the cash will go to those in the $200,000 to 
$500,000 income range, and 26 percent will go to those earning $1 million to $5 million. And 
she said the impact analysis finds that 22 percent of the tax break — a total of $5.2 million when 
the law is fully implemented — will go to those who are in the $5 million plus tax bracket.” 
[Capitol Media Services, 4/21/18]

MESNARD VOTED FOR A FLAT TAX

Mesnard Voted In Favor Of HB 2018, Which Would Allow An Optional “Flat Tax” For 
Filers Under $25,000. “Establishes an optional individual flat income tax.” The bill passed the 
House 35-25. [Arizona Legislature, HB 2018, 2/25/16]

The Bill’s Sponsor Described The Bill As A Starting Point For A Wider Flat Tax. “So here’s 
a simple way to figure your taxes: List what you make, deduct $10,000 and pay 1 percent of that 
to the state. That’s the plan that the state House adopted Wednesday, at least for those at the 
bottom of the income scale. It would allow single Arizonans who earn less than $25,000 a year 
to choose an optional flat tax instead of having to go through all the computations. But Rep. 
David Stevens, R-Sierra Vista, said he sees his legislation as just a starting point. Stevens said 
SB2018 is set up as a five-year pilot project to see how it works, who takes advantage of it, and 
how much the state might lose in revenues. He said there’s no reason the same system would 
not work for everyone.” [Arizona Capital Times, 2/24/16] 

Flat Taxes Are Regressive And Raise Taxes On The Middle Class While Cutting Taxes 
For The Rich. “The regressivity of the flat tax is another big problem. Our current federal 
income tax code is progressive (rates rise with income), and every distributional analysis I’ve 
ever seen of a flat tax shows a transfer of the tax burden from the wealthy to the middle class. 
According to the Tax Policy Center’s score of the Perry tax plan, the tax bill of families with 
incomes between $30,000 and 40,000 would go up by about $450, while that of millionaires 
would fall by about half a million bucks.” [Jared Berenstein, Washington Post, 5/26/15] 

MESNARD VOTED TO CUT TAXES AFTER THE TRUMP TAX BILL PASSED RAISING 
ARIZONANS’ TAXES; HIS BILL DISPROPORTIONATELY HELPED THE WEALTHIEST  

Mesnard Sponsored And Voted For SB 1143 That Cut Taxes In Arizona In Response To 
The Trump Tax Cuts. On January 31st, 2019, Mesnard sponsored and voted for a bill that said 
“For the purpose of computing income tax for tax year 2018, the definition of "Internal Revenue 
Code" would have been updated to mean the U.S. Internal Revenue Code in effect on January 
1, 2018. For tax year 2018, the Department of Revenue would have been required to reduce the 
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income tax rates provided in statute by 0.11 percentage points. Would have applied 
retroactively to tax years beginning January 1, 2018. AS VETOED BY GOVERNOR. In his veto 
message, the Governor stated that any bill with a fiscal impact should be considered as part of 
budget discussions.” Passed House vote on the Senate version 31-29 and passed the Senate 
16-13. [Arizona Legislature, SB 1143, 1/31/19]

The Bill Would Have Cut Arizona’s Individual Income Tax Rates By $150 Million To Offset 
Higher Taxes Arizonans Would Pay Under The Trump Tax Bill. “Gov. Doug Ducey vetoed a 
legislative plan Friday that would have cut individual income tax rates by $150 million to offset 
higher taxes Arizonans would have to pay the state due to changes to federal tax laws. A clearly 
angry Ducey lashed out at lawmakers from his own Republican Party for refusing to go along 
with his plan to have the state collect extra cash from Arizona taxpayers by conforming state tax 
laws and allowable deductions with the changes made in the Internal Revenue Code as part of 
the federal Tax Cut and Jobs Act signed by President Trump in late 2017.” [Capitol Media 
Services, 2/1/19] 

Gov. Ducey Vetoed Mesnard’s Bill For Being Too Extreme And “Irresponsible.” “GOP 
lawmakers liked the conformity part, a move that simplifies filing for Arizona taxpayers. But 
unwilling to accept the commensurate boost in state tax collections, they sought to balance that 
out by cutting income tax rates across the board by 0.11 percentage point. Ducey, in vetoing the 
plan, said that creates an ‘irresponsible measure that hastily changes Arizona’s tax laws without 
any reliable data to back it up.’” [Capitol Media Services, 2/1/19]

Capitol Media Services On The Bill: “By Definition, The Highest Dollar Cuts Would Go To 
Those Who Owe The Most.” “By definition, the highest dollar cuts would go to those who owe 
the most. Projections by the Arizona Center for Economic Progress put the effect of a 0.11 
percentage point reduction in state tax rates at $1,174 for the top 1 percent of Arizona wage 
earners, meaning those with income averaging $1.45 million. By contrast, it says the lowest 20 
percent, those earning less than $23,688, would see their income taxes go down by about $9.” 
[Capitol Media Services, 2/1/19]

The Bill Did Not Fund Satisfactorily Fund The Rainy-Day Fund. “It is that offset sought by 
GOP lawmakers that made the legislation unacceptable to the governor as he wanted the extra 
cash to be deposited into the state’s ‘rainy-day’ fund.” [Capitol Media Services, 2/1/19]

Sen. Mesnard Helped Pass Invasive Anti-Abortion Legislation

Mesnard Co-Sponsored And Helped Enact Anti-Abortion Legislation That Prevented 
Exchange Insurance Plans From Covering Abortion Services And Required Doctors To 
Lie About Medication Induced Abortions

Mesnard Was A Cosponsor Of SB1318. “Sponsors: Mesnard co-sponsor” [SB 1318, 52nd 
Legislature First Regular Session, introduced 2/2/15]

SB1318 Prohibited Insurers From Covering Abortion Services And Required Doctors To 
Say Medication Induced Abortions Were Reversible. “Doctors would be required to inform 
patients they could potentially reverse the effects of a medication abortion under a hotly debated 
bill the Arizona House of Representatives approved Monday. Senate Bill 1318 also bars 
insurance companies from providing abortion services to women who get medical care through 
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the federal health-care exchange, with exceptions for victims of rape and incest. The insurance 
ban was written in an effort to ensure taxpayer money is not used to fund abortions.” [Arizona 
Republic, 3/24/15]

Mesnard Encouraged Colleagues To Vote For SB1318 Despite Pending Litigation. “Many 
of the abortion-related bills approved by the Legislature end up in court, but Rep. J.D. Mesnard, 
R-Chandler, said that should not be a reason to vote against SB 1318.” [Arizona Republic, 
3/24/15]

Mesnard Voted To Pass SB1318. “Show Senate Third. Ayes 33 Nays 24 NV 3” [SB 1318, 52nd 
Legislature First Regular Session, 3/23/15]

Mesnard Cosponsored And Passed Into Law Legislation Requiring Doctors To Ask 
Patients Why They Were Seeking An Abortion Including If They Were Raped

Speaker Mesnard Was A House Cosponsor Of SB1394. “SB 1394 Introduced By Senators 
Barto: Allen S, Burges, Fann, Farnsworth D, Gray, Griffin, Kavanagh, Kerr, Petersen, Pratt, 
Smith, Yee; Representatives Allen J, Barton, Campbell, Finchem, Grantham, Mesnard, Mosley, 
Norgaard, Nutt, Payne, Thorpe, Toma” [Arizona Senate Bill 1394, 2018 Second Regular 
Session, introduced 1/29/18]

Speaker Mesnard And The House Amended SB1394 To Require Detailed Questioning 
And Reporting Of Patients Seeking Abortions. “Women who receive an abortion in Arizona 
could soon face a more detailed line of questioning about why they want to end their pregnancy.
The Arizona House of Representatives voted Monday to amend a controversial abortion bill that 
would require doctors to ask their patients for a specific reason for having the procedure. It was 
an unexpected twist after Republican lawmakers had earlier voted to water down the patient-
question portion of Senate Bill 1394. The bill would now make doctors ask women if their 
abortion is a result of sexual assault or because they are victims of sex trafficking or domestic 
violence. Doctors would report that information to the state, without using patient names.” 
[Arizona Republic, 4/10/18]

SB1394 Expanded Existing State Law By Requiring Doctors To Select One Of Ten 
Potential Answers For A Patient Seeking Abortion. “Under state law, doctors already must 
ask if an abortion is elective or due to a maternal or fetal medical concern. They report that 
information to the Arizona Department of Health Services. SB 1394 would expand that by 
requiring doctors to ask women for a more specific reason why they want to end a pregnancy. 
Doctors must select at least one reason from a list of 10 potential answers, including that the 
‘abortion is elective’ or the ‘woman declined to answer.’ Originally, SB 1394 listed ‘economic 
reasons’ and ‘extramarital affairs’ as other potential reasons for a doctor to report, but those 
were removed by an earlier amendment Farnsworth brought.” [Arizona Republic, 4/10/18]

SB1394 Was Approved On Party Lines And Signed Into Law. [Arizona Senate Bill 1394, 
2018 Second Regular Session, 4/9/18]

Mesnard Voted To Make It Harder To Access Arizona’s Unemployment 
Benefits, Which Are Among The Lowest And Hardest To Access In The 

Nation 

ARIZONA’S UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS HAVE NOT INCREASED SINCE 2004 

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/arizona/politics/2015/03/23/arizona-house-approves-abortion-restrictions/70360204/
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Arizona’s Unemployment Benefits Haven’t Changed Since 2004 And Are Among The 
Lowest In The Nation. “Arizona’s unemployment benefit cap is one of the lowest in the United 
States on par with Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi, having remained unchanged since 
2004.” [Grand Canyon Institute, 12/9/19]  

Arizona’s Benefits Are The Hardest To Access In The Country. “Arizona combines the 
hardest to access unemployment benefits in the country with a very low cap on benefits leaving 
Arizona families insufficiently protected from the next recession.  This contributes to housing 
and food insecurity, undermines marriages, and places children at risk, which can become 
catastrophic in an economic downturn. Households most likely to experience unemployment are 
below the 40th percentile in income and have insufficient savings to survive a significant loss of 
income without substantial risk to children. Benefits are harder to access in Arizona than any 
other state. Arizona is the only state in the country where a worker who loses a 25-hour per 
week $12 an hour job does not qualify for unemployment benefits.  Weekly benefits are capped 
at $240 for those that qualify for support. So, a worker who loses a job that paid the average 
weekly wage of $980 receives only one-quarter of her former wages in weekly unemployment 
benefits. In comparison, other Southwestern states, including Texas, pay half of lost wages.  
Arizona should amend its program to match the other Southwestern states.” [Grand Canyon 
Institute, 12/9/19]  

AS SPEAKER PRO-TEM MESNARD VOTED TO MAKE IT HARDER TO ACCESS 
UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

Mesnard Voted To Make It More Difficult To Access Unemployment Benefits. “Instructs 
DES to require an individual who files a claim for UI benefits to provide documentation or 
information sufficient for DES to determine the individual’s eligibility for benefits. Specifies that 
the documentation or information is provided at the time of filing a claim. Authorizes DES to find 
an individual’s claim for UI benefits invalid if an individual has the ability to produce documents 
or information and fails to produce them. Specifies that DES may find the claims invalid until the 
documents or information are produced.” The bill passed the House 34-24-2 and voted in favor 
17-12. [HB 2147, First Regular Session, 2/21/13]  

Mesnard Was Speaker Pro Tempore From 2013 To 2014. “Mesnard is a former Republican 
member of the Arizona House of Representatives, representing District 17 from 2011 to 2019. 
Mesnard served as speaker of the House from 2017 to 2019. He served as State House 
Speaker Pro Tempore from 2013 to 2014.” [Ballotpedia, accessed 9/3/20] 

MESNARD AND THE REST OF HIS PARTY REFUSED TO INCREASE BENEFITS IN THE 
WAKE OF COVID 

Senate Republicans Refused To Boost The State’s Unemployment Benefits. “The Senate 
was working to pass an emergency bill to take advantage of new federal legislation allowing 
expedited unemployment benefits for people temporarily out of work and extend benefits for a 
full year. But Republican Senate President Karen Fann said there's no thought of boosting the 
state's maximum weekly benefit, which at $240 a week is among the lowest in the nation. ‘That 
is an issue that we can certainly look at in the future but we can only do so much this week.’ she 
said.” [Associated Press, 3/18/20] 

https://grandcanyoninstitute.org/arizona-needs-to-address-unemployment-compensation-to-ensure-families-are-protected-before-the-next-recession/
https://grandcanyoninstitute.org/arizona-needs-to-address-unemployment-compensation-to-ensure-families-are-protected-before-the-next-recession/
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/31659
https://ballotpedia.org/J.D._Mesnard


Sen. Mesnard Was A Senior Staffer Of The Anti-Gay Hate Group Alliance 
Defending Freedom And Has A Harmful Record Concerning LGBTQ 

Arizonans

MESNARD WAS A SENIOR STAFFER AT ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM 

2018-19: Mesnard’s Personal Financial Disclosures Report Payment From “ADF,” A 
“Charity/Ministry/Advocacy” Organization Where He Worked On “Church Networking.” 
[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2019] 

Mesnard Was The Vice President Of Government Relations At Alliance Defending 
Freedom. [Zoom.info, accessed 6/19/20] 

In 2018 Mesnard Was Identified As The Regional Director Of Alliance Defending Freedom. 
“In this week’s podcast, Monte Larrick interviews Alliance Defending Freedom’s (ADF) Regional 
Director J.D. Mesnard. This interview took place at IFI’s fourth annual worldview conference in 
early May. In the first half of the podcast, J.D. identifies the importance of ADF’s Church 
Alliance program, which supports the legal needs of churches across the nation during a time in 
which attacks on religious liberty are increasing. During the second half of the podcast, in his 
capacity as Speaker of the Arizona House of Representatives, J.D. answers questions about 
how the business community, pro-family forces, and various churches defeated a 2016 ballot 
initiative to legalize ‘recreational’ marijuana.” [Illinois Family Action, 7/10/18] 

ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM OPPOSES LGBTQ RIGHTS AND WANTED TO RE-
CRIMINALIZE HOMOSEXUALITY 

Alliance Defending Freedom Opposes LGBTQ Rights And Wanted To Criminalize Sex 
Acts Between Consenting LGBTQ Adults. “Founded by some 30 leaders of the Christian 
Right, the Alliance Defending Freedom is a legal advocacy and training group that has 
supported the recriminalization of sexual acts between consenting LGBTQ adults in the U.S. 
and criminalization abroad; has defended state-sanctioned sterilization of trans people abroad; 
has contended that LGBTQ people are more likely to engage in pedophilia; and claims that a 
‘homosexual agenda’ will destroy Christianity and society. ADF also works to develop ‘religious 
liberty’ legislation and case law that will allow the denial of goods and services to LGBTQ 
people on the basis of religion. Since the election of President Trump, ADF has become one of 
the most influential groups informing the administration’s attack on LGBTQ rights.” [Alliance 
Defending Freedom, Southern Poverty Law Center, accessed 7/24/20]

ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM SUPPORTED STATE-SANCTIONED STERILIZATION 
OF TRANS PEOPLE ABORD

Alliance Defending Freedom Supported European Laws Requiring Sterilization Of Trans 
People Seeking Recognition Of The Gender Identity. “One component of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center’s (SPLC) decision to list the legal powerhouse organization Alliance 
Defending Freedom (ADF) as an anti-LGBT hate group is the substance of their work abroad, 
which has recently included defending — albeit unsuccessfully — European laws requiring the 
sterilization of transgender citizens seeking administrative recognition of their preferred gender.” 
[Southern Poverty Law Center, 7/27/17] 

https://www.zoominfo.com/p/Jd-Mesnard/-897500247
https://illinoisfamilyaction.org/podcast/illinois-family-spotlight-102/
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/alliance-defending-freedom
https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2017/07/27/anti-lgbt-hate-group-alliance-defending-freedom-defended-state-enforced-sterilization


ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM COMPARED AND ACCUSED LGBTQ PEOPLE OF 
BEING PEDOPHILES 

“Sears co-wrote a book first published in 2003 and still available called The Homosexual 
Agenda: Exposing the Principal Threat to Religious Freedom Today. The authors claim that 
ADF has nothing but ‘respect, compassion, and sensitivity toward those ensnared in 
homosexual behavior.’ But they then go on to support the pseudoscientific and dangerous 
practice of so-called ‘ex-gay’ therapy, to falsely claim that LGBTQ people are more likely to 
engage in pedophilia, and to claim that schools are ‘indoctrinating children’ into being LGBTQ. 
Lately, the authors breathlessly claim, ‘homosexual behavior on college campuses is taking a 
dangerous new turn — the promotion of sexual relations between adults and children, known as 
pedophilia.’ Despite all scientific objections to the contrary — virtually all legitimate medical 
associations have debunked the once-common claim that gay men molest children at higher 
rates than straight men — Sears and his co-author insist that homosexuality and pedophilia ‘are 
intrinsically linked.’” [Southern Poverty Law Center, 7/27/17]

MESNARD’S OFFICE DID NOT PROHIBIT LGBTQ STAFF DISCRIMINATION WHEN HE 
WAS SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

While Speaker, Mesnard Released A Harassment Policy That Did Not Include Protections 
For LGBTQ Staffers. “When Arizona House Speaker J.D. Mesnard released a new harassment 
policy this week, members of the Legislature's LGBT caucus felt something was missing. The 
policy prohibits workplace discrimination in the Arizona House of Representatives based on 
someone's race, age, national origin, religion, sex, disability or veteran status, among others. 
Not included in that lengthy list: protections for House members or their staffers who might face 
discrimination for being lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender.” [Arizona Republic, 11/3/17]

SEN. MESNARD PROMOTED A LETTER WRITTEN BY ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM 
AGAINST “CANCEL CULTURE”

Sen. Mesnard Announced He Signed “The Philadelphia Statement” And Claimed That 
People Were Being “Blacklisted Just For Expressing Our Beliefs.” “Yesterday I signed the 
@Phillystatement and encourage you to read and sign it as well: http://thephillystatement.org. It 
promotes the right to #FreeSpeech and the pursuit of #CivilDiscourse. We shouldn’t have to fear 
being stigmatized or blacklisted just for expressing our beliefs. 1/2" [Sen. Mesnard, Twitter, 
8/20/20]

Sen. Mesnard Said He And Others Were Being Censored. “Silencing/punishing 
disagreement isn’t tolerance, nor is censorship. Dialogue in our diversity is challenging, yes, but 
the sign of a free #CivilSociety. We can–we must–rise to the occasion. I urge all, Right, Left, or 
Middle, to join me in signing on, & help spread the word. 2/2” [Sen. Mesnard, Twitter, 8/20/20]

The Philadelphia Statement Was Written And Organized By The Anti-Gay Organization 
Alliance Defending Freedom. BRIAN KILMEADE: “A growing group organized by my next 
guest is rallying Americans to preserve the freedom to disagree -- can you imagine this? Joining 
us as part of our week-long series on cancel culture is Jeremy Tedesco, organizer of quote, 
‘The Philadelphia Statement’ and senior counselor and vice-president of Alliance Defending 
Freedom.” [Fox News, 8/11/20]      

https://www.splcenter.org/hatewatch/2017/07/27/anti-lgbt-hate-group-alliance-defending-freedom-defended-state-enforced-sterilization
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https://twitter.com/JDMesnard/status/1296566492419350528
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-LF5A5KfqZo


The “Philadelphia Statement” Suggests Hate Speech Is Not Real And A Threat To “Free 
Speech Ideals.” “To be sure, our free speech tradition is not absolutist. It does not embrace 
certain, limited categories of speech, such as defamation, obscenity, intimidation and threats, 
and incitement to violence. Yet the idea of ‘hate speech’ exceptions to free speech principles is 
foreign to our free speech ideals, impossible to define, and often used by those wielding 
political, economic, or cultural power to silence dissenting voices. That is why we must favor 
openness, to allow ideas and beliefs the chance to be assessed on their own merits; and we 
must be willing to trust that bad ideas will be corrected not through censorship but through 
better arguments.” [The Philadelphia Statement, accessed 8/21/20]

The “Philadelphia Statement” Claims Freedom Of Expression Is In “Crisis” From “Social 
Media Mobs. Cancel Culture. Campus Speech Policing.” “Social Media mobs. Cancel 
culture. Campus speech policing. These are all part of life in today’s America. Freedom of 
expression is in crisis. Truly open discourse—the debates, exchange of ideas, and arguments 
on which the health and flourishing of a democratic republic crucially depend—is increasingly 
rare. Ideologues demonize opponents to block debates on important issues and to silence 
people with whom they disagree.” [The Philadelphia Statement, accessed 8/21/20]

The “Philadelphia Statement” Claims “Responsible Organizations Are Castigated As 
‘Hate Groups’.” “Tragically, we are losing these defining features of our democracy. Common 
decency and free speech are being dismantled through the stigmatizing practice of blacklisting 
ideological opponents, which has taken on the conspicuous form of “hate” labeling. Responsible 
organizations are castigated as “hate groups.” Honest people of good faith are branded “hate 
agents.” Even mainstream ideas are marginalized as “hate speech.” This threatens our ability to 
listen, discuss, debate, and grow.”  [The Philadelphia Statement, accessed 8/21/20]

Sen. Mesnard Has Continually Made It Difficult For Arizonans To Vote

MESNARD REPEATEDLY VOTED TO MAKE IT HARDER TO VOTE

Arizona Republic: Mesnard “Gutted” A Bill to Modernize Elections By Letting Voters Vote 
The Weekend Before Election Day. “A bill to modernize elections that had broad support from 
both parties ran into a partisan buzz saw last week when the Republican House leader stripped 
key items such as weekend voting. The legislation would have allowed Arizona counties with 
the proper technology to keep early voting centers open from Saturday through Monday before 
Election Day, giving voters three more days to cast a ballot… SB 1466 was a rare compromise 
between all 15 county recorders — eight Republicans and seven Democrats — as well as the 
bipartisan County Supervisors Association, Arizona Association of Counties, the Maricopa 
County Republican Party and left-leaning election reform groups. It unanimously passed the 
Senate and two House committees. But Speaker J.D. Mesnard, R-Chandler, gutted the 
weekend voting provision and other items Thursday, causing Democrats to revolt.” [Arizona 
Republic, 4/23/18] 

Mesnard Voted For SB 1090 That Would Give County Boards Of Supervisors The Power 
To Make All Decisions Regarding Whether And Where To Open Emergency Voting 
Centers And Force Voters To Sign An Affidavit, Under Penalty Of Perjury, Describing 
Their Emergency. On April 8th, 2019, Mesnard voted for a bill that said “ Requires electors 
requesting to vote early due to an emergency to sign a statement under penalty of perjury that 
states the elector is experiencing or has experienced an emergency that: occurred after 5:00 
p.m. on the Friday immediately preceding the election and before 5:00 p.m. on the Monday 

https://thephillystatement.org/read/
https://thephillystatement.org/read/
https://thephillystatement.org/read/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/04/23/republican-house-speaker-jd-mesnard-guts-bill-weekend-voting/534364002/


immediately preceding the election; and would prevent the person from voting at the polls.” 
Passed House vote on House version 31-72-2. [SB 1090, 2019 First Regular Session, 4/8/19] 

Existing Law Allowed Voters Who Realized They Could Not Vote On Election Day Due To 
An Emergency But Missed The Request For Early Vote Deadline Could Vote By 
Emergency Ballot. “Currently, voters must inform elections officials 11 days in advance if they 
would like to vote early. Voters who realize they cannot vote on Election Day due to an 
emergency but miss this deadline are still allowed vote early by casting an emergency ballot. In 
2018, almost 3,000 voters used emergency voting.” [Indivisible, accessed 4/1/19]  

MESNARD VOTED TO KICK REGISTERED VOTERS OFF VOTER LISTS

Mesnard Voted For SB 1188 That Would Kick Voters Of The Early Voting List If They 
Missed Two Primary And Two General Elections. “On March 26th 2019, Mesnard voted for a 
bill that said ‘Removes a voter from the permanent early voting list (PEVL) if the voter fails to 
vote by early ballot in either the primary election or the general election for two consecutive 
primary and general elections for which there was a federal, statewide or legislative race on the 
ballot. Allows counties to notify a voter prior to removing that voter from the PEVL.’” [SB 1188, 
2019 First Regular Session, 3/7/19] 

Capitol Media Services: “On A Party-Line Vote, Republicans On The House Elections 
Committee Agreed Tuesday That County Officials Should Be Prohibited From Sending 
Early Ballots To Those Who Did Not Use Them During The Past Two Election Cycles.” 
“Republican lawmakers are moving to effectively strip the word ‘permanent’ from laws that allow 
voters to enroll on the permanent early-voting list. On a party-line vote, Republicans on the 
House Elections Committee agreed Tuesday that county officials should be prohibited from 
sending early ballots to those who did not use them during the past two election cycles. That 
would affect not just those who chose not to vote at all but also those who, for whatever reason, 
opted instead to cast a ballot on Election Day at a regular polling place.” [Capitol Media 
Services via Arizona Daily Star, 3/28/19]

Opponents of The Bill Noted It Was Another Hurdle In The Path of Voters And Could 
Remove More Than 200,000 From The Early Voting List. “Foes say all this does is throw 
another hurdle in the path of voters. Some testimony suggested the bill would immediately 
dump more than 200,000 from the early voting list if it becomes law.” [Capitol Media Services 
via Arizona Daily Star, 3/28/19]

MESNARD VOTED FOR A BILL THAT ENCOURAGED CONSPIRACY THEORIES ABOUT 
VOTER FRAUD; FEARMONGERED ABOUT ELECTION RESULTS

Mesnard Voted For HB 2039, That Would Require The County Recorder To Post The 
Number Of Persons Registered To Vote Without Proof Of Citizenship And To Post The 
Number Of Ballots They Cast After The Election. “On March 11th, 2019, Mesnard voted for a 
bill that said ‘Requires, on statutorily prescribed dates, the county recorder to report to the 
Secretary of State and post on the recorder's website the number of people who are registered 
to vote using the federal voter registration form and who have not provided proof of citizenship 
to the recorder. Specifies that after each general election, the recorder must post on the 
recorder's website the number of ballots cast by those eligible to vote for federal offices only.’ 
The measure passed the House 31-29-0 and passed the Senate 17-12.” [Arizona Legislature, 
HB 2039, 3/11/19]

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71292
https://indivisible.org/resource/defending-democracy-arizona
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/71755
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According To The Secretary Of State’s Office, Only 1,712 Voted Using Federal Only 
Ballots. “Only a small number of people in Arizona cast federal-only ballots in the 2018 election, 
an option that’s available for people who don’t provide proof of citizenship when they register to 
vote. According to the Secretary of State’s Office, 1,712 people voted using ballots that only had 
federal races. Of those voters, 899 were registered Democrats, 255 were Republicans and 558 
were registered as independents or minor parties.” [Arizona Mirror, 1/9/19] 

Only Fourteen Percent Of Registered Federal-Only Voters Cast Their Ballot In The 2018 
Election. “There are 11,904 active registered voters who are only eligible to vote in federal 
races. About 14 percent of those people turned out to vote in November, which saw record high 
turnout for a midterm election in Arizona. In November, 2,409,910 people voted in Arizona, the 
most in any election in state history except for the 2016 general election. Nearly 65 percent of 
registered voters cast ballots. The number of federal-only voters who cast ballots in November 
wasn’t enough to have altered the outcomes of any races. In the U.S. Senate race, Democrat 
Kyrsten Sinema defeated Republican Martha McSally by 55,900 votes.” [Arizona Mirror, 1/9/19]

Mesnard Claimed The Longer It Took To Count Ballots, The More People Lost Faith In 
The Process. “Despite questions and charges raised by the Arizona Republican Party there 
was never any hard evidence of any fraud. But Sen. J.D. Mesnard, a Chandler Republican, said 
that's irrelevant. ‘The longer it takes to count ballots, the more elections races are in question 
during that process, the more people start to lose faith in that process,' he said.” [Capitol Media 
Services, 2/7/19]   

MESNARD VOTED TO MAKE IT HARDER TO DROP OFF BALLOTS – WHICH IS CRITICAL 
DURING A GLOBAL PANDEMIC  

Mesnard Voted For SB 1072 To Require ID For People To Drop Off Their Early Ballots In 
Person. “Republicans got the same result, four to three, for another election bill the committee 
heard, SB 1072. That one would require voter ID at in-person early voting sites. Voter ID is 
already required on Election Day, something opponents argue disproportionately affects low-
income voters and voters of color.” [KJZZ, 1/25/19; SB 1072, 2019 First Regular Session, 
2/4/19] 

Mesnard Voted For HB 2023 To Make Felons Of Most People Who Took Someone Else’s 
Ballot To An Early Polling Place. “A bill moving through the Arizona Legislature would make it 
a felony to take someone else’s early ballot to a polling place or an elections office. The House 
Elections Committee approved the bill, known as HB 2023, on a 4-2 party-line vote this week. 
Republicans voted in support and Democrats opposed it… Under the bill introduced by state 
Representative Michelle Ugenti-Rita (R-Scottsdale), only family members, roommates, 
caregivers, postal workers, and election officials can turn in early ballots on behalf of voters. 
Anyone else who doesn’t fall under the categories would be charged with a Class-6 felony and 
could spend up to a year in prison and be fined up to $150,000… Representative J.D. Mesnard 
(R-Chandler) said it’s irrelevant whether voter fraud has occurred through the collection of early 
ballots. What is more important, he said, is that many people believe it is occurring. ‘That alone 
means that people question the integrity of our election system, and you cannot have that if you 
want a system where people are actively engaging and participating in the civic process,’ he 
argued.” [Phoenix New Times, 2/26/16; HB 2023, 2016 Second Regular Session, 2/4/16] 

https://www.azmirror.com/blog/few-voters-use-federal-only-ballots/
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MESNARD VOTED TO MAKE IT HARDER FOR CITIZENS TO GET AN INITIATIVE ON THE 
BALLOT 

Mesnard Voted For SB 1434, Which Would Make It Easier To Disqualify Initiative And 
Referendum Campaigns. “Mesnard voted in favor of SB 1434 would, “require strict compliance 
for recall petitions similar to the changes already made for initiative and referendum campaigns. 
If the bill passed, technical violations could disqualify recall drives.” The measure passed the 
Senate 17-13. [SB 1434, 2020 Second Regular Session, 2/13/20] 

After Becoming Speaker, Mesnard Was Hired By Alliance Defending 
Freedom

MESNARD BECAME SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE IN 2017 AND SERVED UNTIL HIS 
ELECTION TO THE SENATE

Mesnard Became Speaker Of The House In 2017. “J.D. Mesnard was first elected to the 
House of Representatives in 2010 and has been re-elected ever since.  For the 2017 term, he 
was elected by his peers to be the leader of the majority Republican caucus and Speaker of the 
House.” [WGA, 1/18/17] 

Mesnard Served As Speaker For The Last Two Years Of His Term. “J.D. Mesnard is in his 
first term as state senator from District 17 (Chandler, Gilbert, and Sun Lakes). He previously 
served in the State House of Representatives for eight years, including as Speaker of the House 
for the last two years.” [JD Mesnard, Arizona Legislature, accessed 7/25/20] 

AFTER BECOMING SPEAKER, MESNARD GOT HIRED BY ADF – ALLIANCE DEFENDING 
FREEDOM, A CONSERVATIVE SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP 

2017: Mesnard’s Personal Financial Disclosure Did Not Report Any Payment From ADF. 
[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2017] 

2018-19: Mesnard’s Personal Financial Disclosures Report Payment From “ADF,” A 
“Charity/Ministry/Advocacy” Organization Where He Worked On “Church Networking.” 
[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2018, 2019] 

Alliance Defending Freedom Is A Conservative Special Interest Group That Fights 
Against Abortion Rights And LGBTQ Rights. “With that launch, the Christian community 
gained growing awareness that the threats to its freedom were multiplying. The legal system, 
which was built on a moral and Christian foundation, had been steadily moving against religious 
liberty, the sanctity of human life, freedom of speech, and marriage and family. And very few 
Christians were showing up in court to put up a fight. By funding cases, training attorneys, and 
successfully advocating for freedom in court, Alliance Defending Freedom changed that. 
Alliance Defending Freedom exists to keep the doors open for the Gospel by advocating for 
religious liberty, the sanctity of human life, freedom of speech, and marriage and family.” [About 
Us, Alliance Defending Freedom, accessed 7/25/20] 

Mesnard Is An ALEC Member Who Has Taken Thousands In Special 
Interests And Gifts From The Shady Organization 

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/73723
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MESNARD HAS TAKEN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS IN TRIPS AND GIFTS PAID BY 
SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP ALEC

2019: Mesnard Reporting Receiving Between $1,000 And $25,000 In Travel Expenses Paid 
For By ALEC To Attend A Washington, DC Event.  

 [JD Mesnard, Personal Financial 
Disclosure, 2019]

2018: Mesnard Reporting Receiving Between $1,000 And $25,000 In Travel Expenses Paid 
For By ALEC To Attend A Nashville, TN Event.

[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2018]

2017: Mesnard Reported Receiving More Than $500 From ALEC. 

[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2017]

2016: Mesnard Reported Receiving More Than $500 In Gifts From ALEC. 

[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2016]

2015: Mesnard Reported Receiving More Than $500 In Gifts From ALEC For Travel And 
Lodging. 

[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2015]

2014: Mesnard Reported Receiving More Than $500 In Gifts From ALEC For Travel And 
Lodging. 



[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2014]

2013: Mesnard Reporting Receiving More Than $500 In Gifts From ALEC For Travel And 
Lodging. 

[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2013]

2012: Mesnard Reporting Receiving More Than $500 In Gifts From ALEC For Travel And 
Lodging.

[JD Mesnard, Personal Financial Disclosure, 2012]

ALEC EXISTS TO CONNECT REPUBLICAN ELECTED OFFICIALS WITH LOBBYISTS AND 
CAMPAIGN DONORS AT SWANKY CONFERENCES TO PUSH MODEL LEGISLATION 
BILLS

ALEC Connects Conservative Elected Officials To Campaign Donors At Swanky 
Conferences. “The American Legislative Exchange Council became the nation’s best-known 
‘model’-bill factory over its four decades by providing more than fill-in-the-blank legislation. The 
industry-sponsored group has weathered controversy and flourished because it also offers 
conservative Republican elected officials a social network, access to campaign donors and a 
blueprint for how to accelerate their political careers. The networking takes place at ALEC's 
annual meetings, where the group fetes and entertains lawmakers and their families. 
Relationships are forged over drinks and dinners, where lawmakers sit alongside conservative 
luminaries and corporate chiefs.” [USA Today, 4/3/19] 

ALEC Conferences Include Lobbyists, Lawmakers And Corporate Staff At Fancy Events 
Where Corporations Pick Up The Tab. “The ALEC formula was on display in the summer of 
2017, when 1,400 state lawmakers, lobbyists and corporate staff from across the country 
descended on a downtown Denver hotel. There were exhibit booths, work sessions, rousing 
speeches and activities to entertain the family members who had come along. There were also 
reminders everywhere that corporations were picking up the tab.” [USA Today, 4/3/19]

ALEC Conference Provided Model Legislation, Many Of Which “Amount To Wish Lists 
For Special Interests.” “That ready-made legislation comes in the form of so-called model bills. 
Each is a set of texts that lawmakers can copy and adapt for introduction as bills in their own 
statehouses. Model bills, many of which amount to wish lists for special interests, have become 
pervasive in the American legislative process, an investigation by USA TODAY, The Arizona 
Republic and the Center for Public Integrity found.”  [USA Today, 4/3/19]

ALEC Pays For Legislators To Attend Its Conferences Using Corporate Donations. 
“Lawmakers, meanwhile, pay $100 for a two-year membership and can solicit donations to 
cover the cost of attending annual meetings, depending on rules in their state. They can also 
apply to ALEC for travel reimbursements, Meierling said, which ALEC funds through additional 
corporate donations. While ALEC encourages families to participate, it only reimburses 
lawmakers' conference costs, he said.” [USA Today, 4/3/19]

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2019/04/03/alec-american-legislative-exchange-council-model-bills-republican-conservative-devos-gingrich/3162357002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2019/04/03/alec-american-legislative-exchange-council-model-bills-republican-conservative-devos-gingrich/3162357002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2019/04/03/alec-american-legislative-exchange-council-model-bills-republican-conservative-devos-gingrich/3162357002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/investigations/2019/04/03/alec-american-legislative-exchange-council-model-bills-republican-conservative-devos-gingrich/3162357002/


MESNARD VOTED FOR MODEL LEGISLATION 

Mesnard Voted For HB 2503 Which Protected Corporations In Liability Suits, A Bill Based 
On ALEC Model Legislation. “Exempts a manufacturer from liability for punitive damages if the 
manufacturer follows federal, state or agency-issued product standards.” [Arizona Legislature, 
HB 2503, 4/3/12] 

The Language Was Similar To Model Legislation From ALEC. “The language in the bill is 
very similar to a 2007 resolution advanced by the American Legislative Exchange Council. The 
Arizona Chamber is a member of ALEC, a conservative public policy group that is made up of 
corporations and legislators from across the country.” [Arizona Capitol Times, 4/23/12]

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/30463
https://azcapitoltimes.com/news/2012/04/23/proposed-curb-on-punitive-damage-suits-%E2%80%94-economic-development-tool-or-bad-for-consumers/

