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Photographers tell a story through a single image. We wait patiently, anticipating
the moment, and working with the light and space available. There is much debate
around what defines street photography. But what I love most about it is how
accessible the format is. The photographer moves through public spaces, observing,
engaging, capturing beauty in the seemingly — the unexpected moments of joy
among the mundane.

Opinion

A selection of street photography from female artists around the world.

Finding Beauty in the Ordinary

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/07/opinion/street-
photography-women.html
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Staring is rude, but photographs allow us to gaze endlessly at what we find
compelling. The photograph titled “Red Upsweep,” taken by Jane Levine in 2019,
conveys a strong sense of presence that can be felt in the meticulous detail the

“Cloud Eaters,” Yermekeevo, in the Russian republic of Bashkortostan, 2018. Gulnara Samoilova

“Red Upsweep,” New York, 2019. Jane Levine
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subject pays to her appearance as she steps out into the world. It gives us a sense of
who she is, and yet she is anonymous.

“The Maze,” Singapore, 2018. Betty Goh
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Like many others, I was awakened to action after Donald Trump won the 2016
election. In 2017, I created Women Street Photographers, an Instagram account that
highlights and celebrates the work of women who work in what has historically
been a male space.

Washington Street, New York, 2015. Melissa O'Shaughnessy

2/13/22, 4:21 PM
Page 4 of 16



“Tabriz Street Story,” Tabriz, Iran, 2018. Mina Noei Noshahr

2/13/22, 4:21 PM
Page 5 of 16



“The Look,” Varanasi, India, 2019. Karine Bizard

Tel Aviv, 2017. Marina Koryakin
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Bangkok, 2016. Priscilla Falcon Moeller
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“His Gaze,” Old Delhi, India, 2019. Nanda Bayler

Uzbekistan, 2015. Olisia Kim
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Street photography is a way to escape the stresses of daily life, to find pleasure and
joy amid the everyday and to see the magic in the routine. Melissa Breyer’s untitled
2017 photograph made in Yountville, Calif., is a perfect example of this. She was
sitting in a bistro sipping a violet mimosa when she noticed a woman’s face, twisted
by the class partition that separated them. Fascinated by the surreal image, she
took a few shots. When I first saw the strange image, it seemed as though made in
another time.

“A Strange Day in Ipanema,” Rio de Janeiro, 2016. Sandra Cattaneo Adorno
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Los Angeles, 2019. Michelle Groskopf
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Yountville, Calif., 2017. Melissa Breyer

“She,” Istanbul, 2019. Suzan Pektas
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“The Serpentine,” Tel Aviv, 2017. Efrat Sela
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“Alone,” New York, 2019. Danielle L. Goldstein

“Breakup,” Novgorod, Russia, 2018. Marina Volskaya-Nikitina
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Punjab, India, 2018. Graciela Magnoni

“Mind Flayer,” Coney Island, N.Y., 2017. Jutharat Pinyodoonyachet
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Graciela Magnoni’s photograph taken in Punjab, India, in 2018 is an intriguing look
at the space where street photography and documentary photography intersect. I
am drawn to the figure in the center, poised like an allegorical figure in a Botticelli
painting. I want to know more about these young, well-dressed men. I love
photographs that raise a question.

The photographs that appear here are from the book “Women Street Photographers,” by Gulnara
Samoilova.

A version of this article appears in print on , Section A, Page 23 of the New York edition with the headline: Finding Beauty in the
Ordinary

“Soul of the Ganges,” Varanasi, India, 2018. Ximena Echague
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