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Parent Revolution Announces New Executive Director: Janel “Jay” Artis-Wright

LOS ANGELES, CA - Today, Parent Revolution’s Board of Directors has announced the hiring 
of Janel “Jay” Artis-Wright to serve as the next Executive Director of the organization. Most 
recently a Vice-President of Policy and Public Affairs at the California Charter Schools 
Association, Jay is an accomplished leader and advocate for educational equity. She has led 
campaigns to secure important educational equity policy wins for schools, families and students, 
and has coached political campaigns for women running for elected office.

Jay brings an unwavering commitment to uplift the most under-served communities that is both 
professional and personal.  As a mother of three, she has had first-hand experience with 
education systems that did not strive to provide academic excellence for her children.

“The power of parents has been on full display for the past year as they have played multiple 
roles as teacher, employee and parent during this pandemic. Parents must be leaders in the 
movement to ensure that all children, especially those who have too often been systematically 
neglected, have access to a great education, said Artis-Wright.”

"We are delighted to welcome Jay as Parent Revolution's new Executive Director," said board 
chair Spencer Styles, "Jay brings skills, knowledge and a long history of working to make sure 
that every child has the educational opportunities that they deserve."

Jay will begin leading the organization on April 12th, guiding a multifaceted strategy that 
currently includes direct support for families, community organizing, leadership development 
and impact litigation. She will be assuming leadership at a moment when the parent leaders of 
Parent Revolution are positioned to impact issues ranging from funding equity to ensuring an 
equitable educational recovery from COVID-19.

“There is no greater advocate for education than the voice of a parent.  I am thrilled to bring my 
leadership to Parent Revolution to transcend what parent engagement looks like and to amplify 
the leadership of the most valuable assets we have in the fight for quality education," added 
Artis-Wright. 

" Parent Revolution has always been focused on making sure that families, especially Black and 
Latino families, can use their power to advocate for themselves and for their children. I am 
confident that Jay, as a mother herself and an accomplished public leader, will lead our 
organization well and be an excellent partner to families," said Carolynn Martin, Parent 
Revolution's longest tenured board member.



“Now, more than ever, it is critical to the future of California’s children that parents have a seat at
all tables where decisions are made about their children. I am excited to support Jay’s
leadership and believe that in collaboration with our team, parent leaders and trusted partners,
she will be successful,” said Seth Litt, Parent Revolution’s outgoing Executive Director.

A long-term advocate for quality schools, Jay has worked with students, teachers and parents
over the course of her career.  She brings a depth of knowledge about education from both a
policy perspective and a parent perspective.She holds a Master’s Degree in Urban
Development from University of Southern California and a Political Science B.A from CSU
Sacramento.

# # #

Parent Revolution’s Mission is to ensure that families, especially those from historically
underserved communities, can use their power to secure an excellent public education for their

children, children in their community, and all children in California.




