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Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2020

'This Annual Report reviews the Audubon
Society of Northern Virginia’s major
activities in the July 2019 through June
2020 fiscal year.

In March, we switched to an online
format so that we could continue to
provide the community with educational
presentations about birds and the
environment during the pandemic. We
were pleased to discover that a much
larger audience participates in our online
programs, enabling us to share not only
the beauty and wonder of birds but

also our core message — the importance
of conserving and restoring natural
ecosystems for the benefit of humanity
and the Earth’s biological diversity.

Thanks to the efforts of ASNV
supporters and other conservationists,
seabirds have a new nesting area,
Virginia will protect migratory birds
from unintentional harm resulting from

construction projects and more natural

Jack-in-the-pulpit, Rusty Moran

landscapes will be created at government
facilities.

Our citizen science surveys and bird
walks offered guided experiences in
nature and created a better body of
knowledge on which to make decisions
about protecting birds and habitat.

Volunteer Ambassadors with our
Audubon at Home program consulted
with people in their yards and community
spaces, sharing how and why creating
wildlife-friendly habitat is good for the
spirit and the planet.

And ASNV’s scholarships and grants to
educators and schools helped prepare
our children to become better stewards
of our environment.

Thank you to all our members, donors, staff
and volunteers for a great year!

Tom Blackburn, President
Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
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Red-winged Blackbirds, Kyle Bess/APA

With your help we were able to protect
seabird habitat and so much more.
ASNV joined with National Audubon
Society, American Bird Conservancy,
Virginia Society of Ornithology and

numerous citizens to convince the

Commonwealth of Virginia to provide
alternative nesting sites for 25,000
seabirds displaced by the Hampton Roads
Bridge Tunnel expansion. The new nesting
sites on Rip Raps Island and specially-
prepared barges were successful, with large
numbers of birds raising their young.

Supporters like you enabled us to protect
birds in Virginia. Enacted in 1918, the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act is a bedrock
of conservation legislation that protects
more than 1,000 bird species. Recent
changes in the Federal interpretation of
the act eliminated important protections
for birds. ASNV led the other five
Virginia Audubon chapters in supporting
legislation that restores those protections
for birds throughout the state. ASNV
will continue to work with the Virginia
Department of Wildlife Resources on

Advocacy

implementing these important protections
in Virginia.

After 16 years of effort by conservation-
minded citizens and elected officials,
Fairfax County adopted a policy to
install natural landscaping on county
properties. Longtime ASNV member
and tireless advocate for this issue, Glenda
Booth, told the Board of Supervisors,
“Fairfax County can be a leader and an
example in maintaining and restoring

the biological foundation on which we all
depend.”

ASNV volunteers continued to advocate
for birds and their local habitats in the
following ways:

* Along with other conservation
organizations, we are trying to prevent
a loss of grassland habitat at the Lorton
landfill where an indoor ski slope facility
is under consideration. The landfill is
one of our area’s rare nesting sites for

Grasshopper Sparrows.

* A commercial scuba diving company
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“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent. 7
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

proposed constructing a facility in a
Prince William County quarry that is

an important winter stopover for a large
population of Redhead ducks. Along
with members of the birding community,
we successfully opposed the project.

* ASNV opposed doubling the width of
the W&OD Trail in parts of Arlington
because the project would cause a loss of
green space.

* Concern for its adverse impact on
wildlife led us to argue against the
installation of lighting on the W&OD
Trail in Arlington.

During this year’s Virginia General
Assembly, ASNV volunteers

* Opposed the spraying of essential
insects: ASNV volunteers testified
before a committee in support of
Delegate Kathy Tran’s bill to limit
spraying for fall cankerworms — an
important food source for migrating
birds. Even though the bill failed to
move, we continued our efforts to
educate officials about our environmental
concerns with spraying.

* Advocated for clean energy in Virginia:
We supported legislation in Virginia that
removed restrictions on the installation
of solar panels on houses. We also
advocated for legislation that provides
for a transition to renewable energy in
Virginia.

* Promoted policies to protect birds by
limiting the population of unowned
cats: Outdoor cats kill more than 2.6
billion birds per year in North America.
We continued to advocate for state and
local policies that limit this destruction.
'The Virginia Attorney General has
concluded that “Trap Neuter, Return”
policies violate state laws. We opposed
a bill introduced in the 2020 Virginia
legislative session that would have
legalized TNR programs that result in
outdoor colonies of unowned cats. We
were able to prevent passage in the 2020
legislative session, but the bill will be
reconsidered in 2021.

Advocated for bird-safe building
design: ASNV submitted
recommendations to the Virginia
Department of Housing and
Community Development
recommending adoption of bird-safe
design in the Uniform Statewide
Building Code. Regionally, ASNV
urged adoption of bird-safe windows
and other bird-safe design features for
the new Amazon facilities in Arlington,
the Virginia Tech Innovation Campus
in Alexandria and the Humphreys
Engineer Center in Ft. Belvoir.
Nationally, ASNV encouraged Virginia’s
U.S. Senate delegation to support the
Bird-Safe Buildings Act and Recovering
America’s Wildlife Act, both of which
were incorporated into H.R. 2, an
ambitious infrastructure funding act.
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Chesapeake Bay Ecology, Laura McDonald

People throughout Northern Virginia
wanted to learn more about birds and
the environment. Registrations for

our classes demonstrated that there is a
significant demand for education about
birds and other wildlife, ecology and how

to create natural habitat.

Our donors, staff and volunteers made
it possible for more people to benefit
from our programs. We were pleased to
discover that when we switched to online
programming in April we had a large
increase in the number of people who
attended our classes. Some classes sold
out, so we upgraded our online capacity
to accommodate a larger audience. We
are especially grateful to Bill Young for
donating his considerable expertise and
time to our efforts.

Participants enjoyed our innovative
experiential learning program.
Recognizing that not all education occurs

| Educational Programs

in the classroom, we offered the first of
several experiential learning classes with
an overnight trip focusing on Chesapeake
Ecology in August of 2019. The program,
led by ASNV Board member Dr. Tom
Wood, included a walk through one of
the northernmost natural stands of bald
cypress, a guided tour of the Calvert
Marine Museum and a private charter on
one of the few skipjacks remaining on the

Chesapeake Bay.

Thanks to funding from our donors,
everyone could enjoy free Audubon
Afternoons. ASNV’s long tradition of
Sunday afternoon events with a chance
to socialize, share snacks and hear an
interesting presentation was interrupted
by the pandemic. We switched to online
programs for the last two events of FY
2020, thereby preserving our schedule.
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Audubon at Home Sanctuary, Toni Genberg

People need time in nature, now more
than ever. Our Audubon at Home
Ambassadors discovered a surge of

interest in native gardening this spring.
Many more residents have been spending
time at home, tending their gardens,
watching birds and wondering how to
make their yards more wildlife friendly.

Requests from homeowners and others
led our Ambassadors to visit 107
properties, offering advice about habitat
improvements to attract wildlife and
enhance the environment beyond the
perimeters of each property. As a result of
these visits, in this fiscal year we certified
1,217 acres as new Wildlife Sanctuaries,
including Oak Spring Garden, the
estate of the late Bunny Mellon — a
considerable achievement during any year
but especially so in this one.

Partnerships and new audiences helped
expand our message about native plants.

* Plant NOVA Natives and Audubon at
Home joined together to present a well-
attended conference with the Northern
Virginia Landscapers Association and

WILDLIFI
SANCTUARY

S Audubo“n at Home

Merrifield Garden Center to educate
landscape professionals on the value of
native plants.

* With our partner Green Muslims, we
co-hosted a webinar “Create Helpful
Habitat with Native Planting” during
Arab-American Heritage Month.

* AAH volunteers participated in the
Mount Vernon Environmental Expo
and made presentations to garden clubs,
homeowners associations, churches and

the Virginia Native Plant Society.

Thanks to previous success and word of
mouth, Audubon at Home expanded.
With the Virginia Cooperative Extension
Service as the sponsor and The Clifton
Institute as a partner, ASNV established
a new AAH chapter in Rappahannock
and Fauquier Counties. Dawn Filipowicz
and Renee Kitt will be the new Co-
Coordinators. We also reached out to

a former Arlington AAH Ambassador
about setting up a habitat program
modelled after AAH in Prince George’s
County, Maryland.
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Occoquan Survey Team, Kristi Odom

Citizen Science and Conservation

Your support helped us to better
understand how to preserve and

enhance ecosystems. Our volunteer
citizen scientists developed critical data
that can be used by researchers to better
understand our changing environment
and how to protect it.

* 137 birders — the most ever! —
participated in our 38th Annual
Manassas-Bull Run Christmas Bird
Count. From first-time birders to sector
leaders, these citizen scientists counted
over 20,000 birds of 86 species. We
appreciate our participants’ efforts and
we owe a special thank you to Carolyn
Williams for her many years as the
leader of sector 6.

* Eighteen teams of volunteers tallied
ducks and geese across the region for
our annual Winter Waterfowl Count.
Many species of waterfowl are declining
in our region which is one reason why
this count is so important.

* ASNV volunteers conducted the
Occoquan and Meadowood Wildlife
Surveys, the International Migratory

Bird Count and the Butterfly and
Dragonfly Surveys. When official
surveys were canceled in April because
of the pandemic, individual citizen
scientists continued the work by
surveying birds and wildlife on their
own.

Joining with our partners, we are
restoring lands.

* Thanks in part to its long-standing
relationship with ASNV, the Bureau
of Land Management is restoring
ameadow in Meadowood Special
Recreation Area. They have recently
hired two technicians and are renovating
a small meadow with our advice.

* After consulting with local birders and
ASNYV, Fairfax County Park Authority
(FCPA) has begun a project to promote
grassland and meadow restoration in
Fairfax County Parks. FCPA has begun
restoration of Dead Cow Pit in Laurel
Hill Park by removing woody vegetation.
In addition, ASNV and partners are
working with FCPA to identify larger
patches of grass or meadow in the
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Rusty Moran

county. It may take a patch of 40-60
acres to attract Eastern Meadowlarks or
Grasshopper Sparrows to nest.

Many of you birded with us. ASNV
sponsored or co-sponsored 22 bird walks
this year with our partners the Northern
Virginia Bird Club, Reston Association,
Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy and

The Bird Feeder in Reston. These walks
took place throughout Fairfax, Arlington,
Fauquier, Loudoun and Prince William
counties, making them accessible to a
wide range of people in our region.

International trip participants

learned about the birds, wildlife and
environment of Colombia. We organized
a 10-day international field trip to
Colombia for 13 participants in January.
The group observed over 250 bird species

as it explored tropical forest, wetland and

high elevation habitats.
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Wolf Trap Campers, Gary Pan

Young people are critical to a healthy
future for our planet. ASNV encourages
them to gain knowledge and enthusiasm
for nature so they can become active
stewards of our environment.

Your support helps prepare teachers

to guide the next generation of
environmental stewards. Thanks to

our donors, ASNV has offered educator
scholarships to National Audubon’s
Hog Island Camp in Maine for many
years. This year’s winner, Phoebe Riegel,
a 5th grade teacher at William Ramsay
Elementary School, will be well-
prepared to teach her students about the
environment. She will receive ASNV’s
all-expense-paid scholarship to attend
“Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week”
next summer. Phoebe plans to use her
experience to integrate conservation and
habitat content with English Language
Learning strategies.

Students throughout our region wanted
to take action on their environmental
concerns. Thanks to the support of

our donors, ASNV was able to offer
conservation mini-grants to support their
projects. Students at Cub Run Elementary
School in Centerville, Fairview

Elementary School in Fairfax Station

and Woodlawn Secondary Program in
Arlington will have funding for projects
to reduce plastic pollution, construct and
maintain bluebird boxes and investigate
bird behavior. These projects are scheduled

to begin next spring.

High school student Elliot Frank of
Vienna was concerned about how to
reduce the high number of bird fatalities
caused by window strikes. He decided

to tackle the issue for his Eagle Scout
project. With the help of ASNV mentors
and his fellow scouts, Elliot produced

an informative and engaging video on
bird-window collisions that he has offered
to ASNV. You can view it on the ASNV
website.

Young people learned about the
outdoors and birds. In October,

ASNYV volunteers led bird walks for

over 60 elementary school children who
participated in the Friends of Wolf Trap
National Park First-Time Campers
program. The program is an important
way to help the students, many of whom
have limited opportunities, to learn about
and enjoy nature.
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Our Membership & Finances

'The Audubon Society of Northern
Virginia is the largest independent
National Audubon Society chapter in the
nation with more than 4,500 members,
and is fiscally sound going into FY2021.

Our donors were extremely generous
in FY 2020. We received over $63,500
in donations in FY 2020 — the most
successful fundraising year we have ever
had. This grassroots support, which
comprises more than 50% of our annual
income, made a huge difference to our
ability to implement our mission of
protecting birds and the environment
through advocacy, citizen science and
nature education.

Other sources of income provided
important support for our programs
and activities. ASNV earned $17,300 in
program income from education classes,
field trips and Audubon at Home. We
also received support from the National
Audubon Society and budgeted $21,000
from our cash reserves toward ASNV
activities.

Our revenues enabled us to provide
classes, programs, grants and
scholarships. ASNV Program Manager
Laura McDonald, ASNV Program
Assistant Louise Edsall and Audubon at
Home Program Assistant Jill Spohn are
vital to our ability to carry out our many
activities. The largest share of our expenses
was devoted to Programs and Advocacy
($39,500) and Administration ($23,900).
We also spent $17,200 on communicating
with our audience through our website,

newsletter and social media. These
expenditures made possible our array of
classes, bird and nature walks and surveys,
Audubon Afternoons, conservation

and youth education grants, Audubon

at Home consultations, our Important
Bird Area Project work and many other
activities that protect and support birds
and the environment.

We depend on volunteer support. The
financial support does not include the
tremendous value of volunteer time that is
essential to making our programs possible.
A BIG “Thank You!” goes to all our
dedicated volunteers who plan and lead
walks, serve on the Board and committees
and do many other activities!

We are fiscally sound. We ended the fiscal
year well in the black, with $244,200 in
assets. Our investment portfolio, which
was invested conservatively, survived the
stock market crash and recovery in good

shape and earned $5,570 in dividends.

We adopted a conservative budget for
FY 2021. The pandemic has created
significant uncertainty about the level

of donations we will receive in FY 2021.
As a result, we adopted a more modest
budget based on a significant reduction
in donations and deferred several
categories of expense. We budgeted
$77,800 in revenue plus $21,000 from
reserves, and $99,100 in expenses. If we
receive donations that are higher than we
budgeted, we’ll be able to restore funding
for the deferred items.
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FY 2020 FUNDING FY 2020 EXPENSES
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Our deepest thanks
to all af our donors and volunteers
this past year - you are the ones who make it possible!

$1,000 or more Brenda Karickhoff

Anonymous Doreen & Steve Larson

Gerry Abbott Cathy & George Ledec

Joanne & David Bauer Joan Passerino & Anita Zappone

Tom Blackburn & Brenda Frank Alan & Maureen Phipps

Kevin Chroninger Timothy R. Williams

Laura Connors

Barbara L. Francis $250 - $499

Seth Honig Anonymous

Walt & Carol Mallory David & Nancy Barbour

Elizabeth A. Martin Edmund M. Bedsworth

Peter & Jainel Morris Edward & Lisa Bennett

Kim & Pete Scudera Robert R. Blakney

Dixie Sommers Larry & Ann Cartwright

Arthur & Ellen Williford Hillary Clawson

Tom Wood John & Judith Currier
Elizabeth Emge

$500 - $999 Dona & John Hardi

Anonymous Deborah Hren

Deborah Berger Robert Jordan

Craig Chasse Judith Kenyon

Robin Duska Elizabeth Kiser

Joan Haffey Gary D. Knipling
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Susan & Frank Mars
Sarah Thomas Mayhew
Marin R. Miller

Melanie & Harold Payne
Alda Reggin

Janet Sasser

Joan F. Schindel

Eileen Scutt

Jess Thompson

Marilyn F. Wald

Jeftrey & Kathleen Wright
Katherine Wychulis

$100 - $249
Anonymous
Andrea Auerbach
Brian Baltz
Rachel Bayly
Laura Beaty
Eugenia Bodnar
Carol Bolen
Martin Bondy
Nancy Bonomo
Glenda C. Booth
Deborah Brautigam
Kathleen Burger

Wells D. Burgess & Jacqueline L.

Lussier

Elise Burns
George Carneal
Margaret Chatham
Dorothy Colban
Elinor Coleman
W Justin Comstock
Cheryl Coogan
Richard Dorrier
Betty Eidemiller
Martha Ellett

Melanie & David Engerlen

Douglas Everhart
Martin Faga
Michael Faulkner
Andrew Ferguson
Irwin Flashman
Greg Fleming
Alan Ford

Betty Foster
Mary Free

Judy Gallagher

Albert & Patricia Giraldi
Michael A. Goldman
Carole Goodloe

Alan Gregory

Ronald Grimes
George Hallnor

Paula Hancock

Diana Handy

Claire Heffernan
Rosemary Hilley
Janet Irwin

Ellen & Jake Jacobson
Carol V. James
Patricia Jennings
David Jones

Laura Jones

Kristina Kibler

Claire Kluskens
Karen Knopes

Jennie Koffman
Steven G. Kohl
Martha Kolodzy

Jan B. Kool

Debbie Leavens

Jerry Lee

Deborah Leiderman
Edward P. Levine
Judy Lucas

Robert MacFarlane
Michael & Marie Markey
Judith Matlock
Harriett G. McCune
Jennifer McLean
Thomas McNamara
Susan & Harry Meyers
Mark Milbrath

Lynn Mohler

Heidi L. Moos
Christopher Mowbray
Jennifer Myers

Kim Newsom

David Nichols
Lambert Orkis
Catherine Pullins
Mark J. Raabe

Denise Rodgers

Jane Ryan

Eric Sass
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Diane J. Schneller
Deborah Schram
John & Darina Sherwood
Kathleen Shultz
Kelly Shultz

Robert Sindermann
Erin Spitzer

Howard Stevens
Randy Streufert
Donald Taylor

John Thorsen

David Verardo

Jim & Joan Waggener
Robert F. Wein
William Weinhold
Frank Weiss

Wendel Yale

Jeff Young

Up to $99
Anonymous

John W. Airhart
Susan Anthony

Jesus Aranda

Joan S. Atherton
Eric Auld

Audrey Baker

Anita Barrera

Sarah Beach

Robin Beckwith

Eric Bell

Mary Berry

Claire Bloom
Georgiana Bloom
Lynn Bloomingdale
Elizabeth Bollmann
Heidi & Chris Bonnaffon
Heather Bridge
Karla & Larry Bright
Kathleen B. Britts
John Broadbent I11
Donald Brown

Janet Bruner

Kevin Bryan

Sandy Burkholder
Gail Burnaford
Joseph & Elizabeth Bush
Christopher Butzgy

Jeftrey Canfield

Joan Miller Carleton
Thomas Carr

Michael Carter
Christopher Chambliss
Maria Jean Cheppa

Eliza Cocke

Virginia Cofhindafter
Shirley Connuck

Donald Coram

Edward Crabbs

Candi Crichton

Stephen & Juanita Csonstos
William & Betty Daniel
Freya & Lee DeCola
Michael Defazio

Rebecca Deloney

Nigar Ozge Demirkol

Eeda Dennis

Honora Dent

Sheila Deturk

Roger & Barbara Diehl
Elizabeth Difrancisco
Cheng Dong

Tracy B. Donovan

James Drinkard

Joan & Gene Durman
Kelly Eigler

Mark Finks

Margaret Fisher

Michael & Carol Flicker
Michael Foley

Susan Machett & Hal Gann
Marijke Gate

Gretchen Gehr

Toni & Marc Genberg
Margaret Gerardin

Janette Ghattas

Anna Goddard

Good Goose Graphics, LLC
Amy Goodwin

Anne & Joseph Gorney
David Govoni

Jeannine Granda

Patricia Gray

Gerald Greenwald
Margaret & Jack Greenwood
Joseph & Margaret Grieshaber
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Anthony Griffin
Samuel Guggenheimer
Sharon & Marty Gurtz
Rebecca Halbe

Brian Harney

Beverly Harris

Lucia Heard

Kasha Helget

Joyce Herman

Burnard Herndon
James & Martha Hiney
Jerome Hoganson
Carla Holland

John Hollinger

Mary Houdek

David Hunt

Kenneth Hunt
Christopher Isherwood
Renee Jakobs

Robert Jarecke

Allan Johnson

Susan & Wayne Jonas
Howard Jones

Jeanne Kadet

Emily Kamp

Paulette Kaplan
Jennifer Katebini
Deborah Keene
Raymond & Mary Kent
Nancy Ketcham-Colwill
Lawrence Knowles
Georgia Koliopoulos
Elaine D. Kolish
Phillip Lantz

Eleanor Lawson

Amy Lee

Paulette Leeper

Robert Leggett

Bret W. Leslie

Carolyn Lethert

Jo Ann Lewis

Barbara Liechti

Terrence & Kristin Liercke

Cynthia Lilley
Rebecca Looney

John & Frances Lovaas
Eric Lukas

Carol Lund

Eric Mackenzie
Douglas Marr

Diane Marton

Jane Masciarelli

Joan Mashburn
Susan McLane

Kevin W. McLean
Marc Melkonian
Elaine Metlin

Karen Miles

Jill Miller

Elizabeth Millspaugh
Robert Moll

Harry Moran

James Morrison
Joseph Murphy

Olive C. Murrie

Judy Myers

Thomas Nardone

'The Naybor Family
Lawrence Newdorf
Pui Ng

Kim Nguyen

Nina Nichols
William Niedringhaus
Kathleen O’Brien
Catherine O’Malley
Nora Palmatier
Marian & Carl Patey
Catherine Patterson
Stephanie Pennello
Virginia Peters
Natalie Pitzer

Sharon H. Pott
Matthew J. Prestone
Nalini Rao

Stacey Remick-Simkins
Judith Renshaw
Ruthanne Richardson
Leslie Rogers
Frederick Rothwarf
Claire Rubin

Alan Rulis

Pamela Russ

Janet Ryan

Judy & Guy Sapienza
JaneEllen Saums
Lynne Sayles
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Beverly Schlotterbeck Donna Volpone

Mary Schmidt-Libby Kathy Watson
Suzanne B. Schneider Doris Webb
James Schoppet Mindi Weisenbloom
Ronaele Schrager Jane Wheeler
Ruth G. Schrott M. Jack Wilkenfeld
Jean Schumann Elizabeth Wilkins
Geraldine Shannon Roberton Williams
Lin Sheng Jill Wilson
William Shute Jennifer Wolfersberger
Laura Sifuentes Marsha Woods
Eugene P Silas Pamela Xanthopoulos
Denise Simpson
Frederic Siskind Donations were received in memory of:
Stacey Sperow Bettina Adams
Jill Spohn Joanna Gail George
Margaret E. Spurgeon Adam Glass
Maggie Steinhilper Sylvia Hall
Wei Sun Joan Della Ratta
Susan & Alan Sundburg John Ulman
Jean Tatalias Donations were received in honor of:
Joanna B. Taylor .
Marie Thomerson Eugenia Bodnar
Claudia Thompson-Deahl II;IermIfIs
Bjorn Thornberg I\/El ty Hopper
Patricia Tixhon arissa Mintzer

L. David & Jackie Mowbra
Mimi & John Totten .. Y
Elizabeth Train Dixie Sommers

Chicks in a nest, Dixie Sommers
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Northern Harrier, Don Henderson/APA

“If you will stay close to nature, to its simplicity,
to the small things hardly noticeable, those things
can unexpectedly become great and immeasurable.”
Rainer Maria Rilke

(27
AUDUBON SOCIETY
NORTHERN VIRGINIA

11100 Wildlife Center Drive, Reston, Virginia 20190
info@audubonva.org
audubonva.org

Cover: Prairie Warbler, Michael Stubblefield /APA



