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‘M
y family used to call me
‘Saartjie’, the diminutive
form of Sarah, as a joke. I
remember being
consumed by a vague

feeling of shame,” says Laura Windvogel – AKA 
Lady Skollie – about her exhibition, which 
debuted at the recent Cape Town Art Fair.

“The show is entirely inspired by the life 
and tragedy of Sarah Baartman. Titled 
Hottentot Skollie, I hope the exhibition will 
provoke thoughts about objectification. I will 
explore the hypersexualised way we consume 
the female form.”

Lady Skollie says that in the contemporary
“selfie-driven era, the gaze on the booty is a 
never-ending cycle. Baartman being the star of 
her freak show, the ‘Hottentot Venus’ still 
sends echoes through history in the way 
women are perceived. The platform for 
objectification shifted, no longer just on a 
physical stage or cage but in a digital realm.” 

As we’ve seen over the years, women’s 
booties continue to be a big deal, with their 
consent or not – think Rihanna, Nicki Minaj, 
Beyoncé and Kim Kardashian. Windvogel’s 
exhibition uses images of Baartman as well as 
her own booty, and in doing so asks difficult 
questions about how black women can 
perform their sexuality. 

“This show is dedicated to Baartman and to
the years she was stripped, put into jars, 
preserved and paraded against her will. Now 
my ass has become my Samson’s 
mane; I draw strength from it. I 
revel in it. I take pictures and 
videos of it that I’ll never share 
because what if I contribute 
to the oversexualisation of the 
Black female form? 

“What if I’m just a 2016 
version of Sarah rolling in my 
digital grave trying to find the 
perfect ass-pic angle?”

. Hottentot Skollie is on show at the
Worldart Gallery in Cape Town until March 31

POWERFUL Lady Skollie features her own
bum print in the exhibition PHOTOS: SUPPLIED

NOT FORGOTTEN The show is dedicated to 
Sarah Baartman

BOOTY BUTTONS Skollie says the digital age 
offers new, problematic ways to objectify women

Hottentot Skollie 
Using her provocative style of painting, artist Lady Skollie traces the long history of 

the female form being objectified and commodified, and places herself and 
Sarah Baartman in the digital age, writes Gugulethu Mhlungu
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Cape Town-born photographer Jabu 
Nadia Newman (21), who describes 
herself as “feminist and communist 
by nature and blood”, is the star of 
the latest Junk & Disorderly 
lookbook. 

Junk & Disorderly describes itself as
an “eclectic second-hand fashion 
brand bringing you lookbooks, styling 
and art direction from Cape Town, 
South Africa”. 

You may remember Newman from
her great work capturing some of the 
#FeesMustFall protests last year in a 
collection called The Beauty and 
Brutality in Protests. 

In the lookbook, Newman serves 
Frida Kahlo realness in a delicious, 
brightly coloured series of photos 

with lots of floral motifs. 
In describing the series of self-

portraits on her Instagram page, 
Newman wrote: “Obsessed with 
powerful women who express 
themselves unapologetically through 
art, Jabu and Grace decided to 
celebrate women by commemorating 
one of the pioneers of feminist art, 
Frida Kahlo.” 

These self-portraits, photographed
by and featuring Newman, were 
styled and art directed by Grace de 
Kroon. – Gugulethu Mhlungu

. You can follow Newman on
Instagram @intellectualangel

. You can see the lookbook and
more of Junk & Disorderly’s work on

junkanddisorderlyonline.tumblr.com/

BOLD AND BEAUTIFUL Jabu Nadia Newman’s self-portraits for Junk & Disorderly  
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