
 A Eucharist in Celebration of God’s Creation 

 October 12, 2023 
 7:00 pm 



 Welcome to St. James’s! 

 We’re glad that you have joined us today to enjoy the blessings of worship 
 and to participate with us in God’s mission in the world of justice and love. 

 However you come to this place, 
 exhausted or energized by life, comfortable with church or not, 

 gay or straight, trans, nonbinary, cisfemale or cismale; 
 of color or white, neurodivergent or neurotypical, 
 differently-abled or able-bodied, younger or older! 

 Whoever you are, 
 know the people of St. James’s strive to love and welcome you as God does, 

 unconditionally and completely just as you are! 

 7:00 pm  A Eucharist in Celebration of God’s Creation 

 Acolytes  Marian King, Sage Binzen, Xenia Binzen, Sofia  Ironside, 
 Johnny Singer-Torres 

 Cantor  Sylvia Weston 
 Deacon  The Rev. Atem Yak 
 Eucharistic Minister  Yve�e Verdieu 
 Minister of Music  Patrick Michaels 
 Preacher  The Rev. Dr. Derrick Muwina 
 Presider  The Rev. Ma�hew Stewart 
 Readers  Susan Donnelly, Sylvia Weston 
 Usher  Nancy McArdle 
 Videographer  Alice Killian 

 The liturgical texts we are praying this evening are drawn 
 from the Episcopal Church’s 2023 Season of Creation offerings. 

 The Word of God 

 Prelude 

 Words of Welcome 

 Tolling of the Bell 
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 Opening Hymn:  For the beauty of the earth  \ 

 (High voices are invited to sing the third verse. Low voices sing the fourth.) 
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 Opening Acclamation 
 Presider  This is the day the Creator has made. 
 People  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 Collect for Purity 
 All then pray 
 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
 secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
 Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 Song of Praise:  For the fruit of all creation  SJS 15 
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 The Collect of the Day 

 Presider  The Creator be with you. 
 People  And also be with you. 
 Presider  Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, the air sings with songs of glory, water flashes silver with 
 creation, and the forests bloom with leaves for the healing of the nations. 
 May your light and love fill our hearts and souls and minds, 
 that we may share your abundant grace with the world  Amen. 

 The First Reading:  Genesis 1:1-34  (abbreviated)  Susan Donnelly 

 A reading from the Book of Genesis. 

 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was 
 a formless void and a great dimness covered the face of the deep, while a 
 wind from God swept over the face of the waters. On the first day, God 
 created light and darkness. On the second day, God created the sky above 
 and the waters below. On the third day, God formed the land and called it 
 Earth, and gathered the water and called it Sea. God blessed the earth with 
 vegetation and food. On the fourth day, God separated the day from the 
 night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the fifth day, God 
 brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in the water, and on the 
 land, and God bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, God 
 created humankind in God’s image, giving them dominion over the animals. 
 God blessed them and bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the seventh 
 day, God saw that everything that God had made was very good and God 
 rested and blessed the seventh day and made it sacred. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
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 Psalm 8  Jeff Barneson 

 When we look at the heavens, the work of your hands 
 the moon and the stars in their place, 

 Who are we that you notice? And why should you care? 
 You have made us like angels and called us your own. 

 The glory you share reminds us that you are 
 Exalted in all the earth.  Refrain 

 Though you have called us the masters of earth 
 and placed everything under our feet, 

 The sheep and the oxen, wild beasts of the field. 
 The birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

 We all are your creatures, for you are the Lord, 
 Exalted in all the earth.  Refrain 

 The Second Reading  Susan Donnelly 

 From  Red: Passion and Patience in the Desert  by Terry  Tempest Williams 

 The eyes of the future are looking back at us and they are praying for us to see 
 beyond our own time. They are kneeling with hands clasped that we might act 
 with restraint, that we might leave room for the life that is destined to come. To 
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 protect what is wild is to protect what is gentle. Perhaps the wilderness we fear is 
 the pause between our own heartbeats, the silent space that says we live only by 
 grace. Wilderness lives by this same grace. Wild mercy is in our hands. 

 Reader  Here ends the reading. 

 Gospel Acclamation:  Hallelujah, Amen 
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 The Holy Gospel  : Ma�hew 6:25-33 

 Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ  according to Ma�hew. 
 People  Glory to you, O Christ. 

 Jesus said,  “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about  your life, what you will eat 
 or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
 than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 
 neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
 them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by worrying 
 add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 
 Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell 
 you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so 
 clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into 
 the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of li�le faith? Therefore do not 
 worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
 wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
 heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the 
 kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
 as well.” 

 Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon  The Rev. Dr. Derrick Muwina 
 Rector, St. Peter’s Episcopal  Church 

 Affirmation of Faith 

 We believe in God, who creates all things, 
 who embraces all things, who celebrates all things, 
 who is present in every part of the fabric of creation. 

 We believe in God as the source of all life, 
 who baptizes this planet with living water. 

 We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one, 
 the malnourished one, the climate refugee, 
 who loves and cares for this world 
 and who suffers with it. 
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 And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life, 
 who came to reconcile and renew this world 
 and everything in it. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God, 
 who moves with God 
 and who moves among and with us today. 

 We believe in everlasting life in God. 
 And we believe in the hope that one day 

 God will put an end to death and all that destroys. 

 Prayers of the People  Sylvia  Weston 

 Let us pray for the Church and for all the world. 

 Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 
 truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 
 Silence 

 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
 peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 Silence 

 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 
 resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 
 Christ in them, and love one another as Christ loves us. 
 Silence 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 
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 Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 
 and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 

 You are now invited to share the prayers on your heart, aloud or in silence. 
 A moment for intercessory prayer is now observed. 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 
 fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
 kingdom. 
 The community is invited to offer their prayers, aloud or in silence, at this time. 
 Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 The Presider then says 
 Great Spirit God, we give you thanks for another day on this earth. 
 We give you thanks for this day to enjoy the compassionate goodness of you, 
 our Creator. We acknowledge with one mind our respect and gratefulness 
 to all the sacred cycle of life. Bind us together in the circle of compassion 
 to embrace all living creatures and one another.  Amen. 

 Confession of Sin 

 Deacon  Let us confess our sin against God and God’s  creation. 

 People  We confess our lack of gratitude 
 for the beauty and bounty of your creation: 
 teach us to see that your earth sustains us and all that lives. 

 We confess that we have misused your earth: 
 grant us amendment of life. 

 We confess that we have been intemperate in our appetites: 
 strengthen us in self-control. 

 We confess that we have taken the abundance of your world for 
 granted: make us urgent now for its protection. Amen. 

 Presider  God of compassion, heal our relationship  with all  creation. 
 Forgive us for our mistreatment and neglect of the world you have 
 made. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent for the harm we have 
 done and for what we have failed to do. Fill us with your Spirit, 
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 that we may care for one another and for all creatures, 
 according to your will and in the fullness of your love; 
 through Jesus Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 

 The Peace 

 Presider  The God of heaven has made a home on earth. 
 People  Christ dwells among us and is one with  us. 
 Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
 People  And also with you. 

 Announcements 

 The Holy Communion 

 Offertory Sentence 

 Presider  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave  himself for us, 
 an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 Offertory Anthem:  Long before the Night  Carolyn McDade 
 The Adult Choir 

 Presentation Hymn:  Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises!  WLP 784 

 Sing in English, then Sotho, then English again 
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 The Great Thanksgiving 
 Eucharistic Prayer for Creation 

 Presider  The Lord be with you. 
 People  And also with you. 
 Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
 People  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 The Presider chants 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
 you, God Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of 
 Christ’s incarnation you have gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 
 calling your people to be ministers of reconciliation and to proclaim the Good 
 News to all creation. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels 
 and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 
 hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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 Sanctus  WLP 785 

 Words: Variation on a traditional text  Music: Composer unknown. Arr. @1990 Iona Community, admin. by GIA Publications 

 Presider 
 In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks to God. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to his friends and said: “Take and eat, 
 for this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 He took the wine, and gave thanks to God, Creator. He gave it to his friends 
 saying: “This is my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for all 
 for the forgiveness of sins. Every time you drink of the wine, 
 do this in remembrance of me.” 

 So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 Merciful God, we come to this table seeking reconciliation: with you, 
 with one another, and with all creation. Through these mysteries reconcile us to 
 our world and empower us to restore your Creation and fulfill your will. 
 Send your life-giving Spirit upon us, and upon this bread and wine. 
 Stir in us the creative and redeem the destructive. Heal your stricken world, 
 that the soil, the skies, and the seas may be filled with your life anew. 
 Fill every heart with the sure and certain hope that we shall enter into the 
 fullness of your joy, when your whole Creation is justified by faith 
 and sanctified by love, and you are all in all. 
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 The Presider then chants 
 Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now sing: 

 Lord’s Prayer  (Zambian)  SJS 1 

 (Soloists sing the words in italics. The congregation joins in unitalicized language.) 

 Hear our plea, dear Father we pray; 
 shower upon us your heav’nly grace 
 that we may be your people 
 Glorifying you. 

 Lord, our Father, in heaven abiding, 
 may your name always be hallowed by us. 
 Your will is righteous and ever consistent, 
 in heaven and also on earth. 

 Give us this day what we really have need of. 
 Please forgive us the sins we’ve commi�ed. 
 Help us forgive all the sins of our neighbor 
 as you have forgiven us ours. 

 Far from temptation we ask you to lead us. 
 Save us also from all that is evil. 
 Yours is the kingdom, the power, the glory 
 at this time and world without end. 

 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 

 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Yours is glory excelling.  Now and forever. 
 Forever and ever. Amen. 

 Words: Howard Olson ©Augsburg Publishing. Used by permission. OneLicense.net Lic # A-700155 

 The Breaking of the Bread  (Silence is kept) 
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 Fraction Anthem:  Whoever comes to me                                                        WLP 878 

 Se�ing: Carl Haywood (b. 1949), from Fraction Anthems, Canticles, and Chants  @1997 Carl Haywood 

 The Invitation 

 Presider  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 Administration of Communion 

 The people are invited to come forward to receive communion when directed by an usher. 

 Those that wish a contactless blessing or 
 a gluten-free, allergen-free wafer are welcome to ask for that. 

 All are welcome and encouraged to receive Communion from God’s table. 

 Communion Anthem:  Let All the World in Every Corner  Sing 
 The Greenleaf Choir  Text: George Herbert  Music: Erik Routley 
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 Communion Hymn:  Justice Round  SJS 17 

 Post Communion Prayer 

 Presider  Let us pray  . 
 People  Holy One, you feed us with bread from heaven 

 and the gifts of mother earth. 
 In this communion, you have drawn us into your embrace 
 and you call us to friendship with one another. 
 You have given us the gift of reconciliation. 
 May we who have tasted that gift from you, 
 offer ourselves in peace and humility to one another. 
 And may you always walk among us as friend. Amen. 
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 Blessing 
 Presider 
 May God who established the dance of creation, 
 Who marveled at the lilies of the field, 
 Who transforms chaos to order, 
 Lead us to transform our lives and the Church 
 To listen to the voice of all creatures 
 That reflect God’s glory in creation. 
 and the blessing of God, Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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 Closing Hymn:  All creatures, worship God most high!  \ 

 (High voices are invited to sing the third verse. Low voices sing the fourth.) 

 Text: Francis of Assisi  Music: Geistliche  Kirchengesänge,  1623  Text @ 1997 Augsburg Fortress 

 Dismissal 
 Deacon  Tend the earth, care for God’s good Creation. 

 As you have received freely, so give freely. 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 People  Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 Postlude 
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