
 The First Sunday after Christmas 

 December 31, 2023 
 10:30 am 



 Welcome to St. James’s! 

 We’re glad that you have joined us today to enjoy the blessings of worship 
 and to participate with us in God’s mission in the world of justice and love. 

 However you come to this place, 
 exhausted or energized by life, comfortable with church or not, 

 gay or straight, trans, nonbinary, cisfemale or cismale; 
 of color or white, neurodivergent or neurotypical, 

 those that are disabled and those that are non-disabled, younger or older! 
 Whoever you are, 

 know the people of St. James’s strive to love and welcome you as God does, 
 unconditionally and completely just as you are! 

 10:30 am  The First Sunday after Christmas, Morning  Prayer, Rite II 

 Minister of Music  Pat Michaels 
 Officiant & Preacher  Tamasin Milner-Wohlers 
 Reader  JT Ki�redge 
 Usher  Mark Agard 
 Welcomer  JT Ki�redge 
 Videographer  Steve Clark 

 Prelude 

 Words of Welcome 
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 Opening Hymn:  Go tell it on the mountain  H 99 
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 The Invitatory and Psalter 

 Opening Versicle 

 Officiant  Joy to the world! The Lord is come! Let  earth receive her King! 
 Lord, open our lips. 

 People  And our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
 All  Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one  God: as it was in the 

 beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 Invitatory Psalm:  Psalm 95:1-7 

 OneLicense # A-700155 
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 Psalm 147:13-21 

 Worship the  L  ORD  , O Jerusalem; * 
 praise your God, O Zion; 

 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
 he has blessed your children within you. 

 He has established peace on your borders; * 
 he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
 and his word runs very swiftly. 

 He gives snow like wool; * 
 he sca�ers hoarfrost like ashes. 

 He sca�ers his hail like bread crumbs; * 
 who can stand against his cold? 

 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
 he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
 his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
 to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
 Hallelujah! 

 The First Reading:  Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7  JT Ki�redge 

 Reader  A reading from the Book of Galatians. 

 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 
 faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 
 came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 
 are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
 born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that 
 we might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God 
 has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" So you 
 are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
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 Canticle:  Tell out, my soul  (The Song of Mary)  H 437 
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 The Second Reading:  John 1:1-18  JT Ki�redge 

 Reader  A reading from the Gospel of John 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
 was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
 through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
 into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
 shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
 to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was 
 not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
 enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
 world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
 did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
 gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
 will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh 
 and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
 only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This 
 was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because 
 he was before me.'") From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
 Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to 
 the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 

 Canticle 11:  The Song of Zechariah  (Said together  by all) 

 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
 he has come to his people and set them free. 

 He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
 born of the house of his servant David. 

 Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 
 that he would save us from our enemies, * 

 from the hands of all who hate us. 
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 He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
 and to remember his holy covenant. 

 This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
 to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

 Free to worship him without fear, * 
 holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life. 

 You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

 To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 

 In the tender compassion of our God * 
 the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

 To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
 and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 Glory to God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit: * 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 Sermon  Tamasin Milner-Wohlers 

 The Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Offertory Sentence 

 Officiant  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave  himself for us, 
 an offering and sacrifice to God. 
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 Offertory Hymn:  The Christmas Child is a troublesome child 
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 The Prayers 

 The Lord’s Prayer 

 Officiant  Hear our cry, O God. 
 People  And listen to our prayer 
 Officiant  Let us pray. 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 Suffrages 

 Officiant  Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
 People  And grant us your salvation. 
 Officiant  Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
 People  Let your people sing with joy. 
 Officiant  Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
 People  For only in you can we live in safety. 
 Officiant  Keep this nation under you care; 
 People  And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
 Officiant  Let your way be known upon earth; 
 People  Your saving health among all nations. 
 Officiant  Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgo�en; 
 People  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 Officiant  Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
 People  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
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 The Collect of the Day 

 The Officiant says 
 Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate 
 Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our 
 lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
 unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 Collect for Peace and Forgiveness 

 The Officiant says 
 Loving God of all the earth, we pray for those who perpetrate injustices 
 in the Holy Land and everywhere, regardless of their motives; we pray that 
 you will change their hearts and fill them with the spirit of mercy. Teach us all 
 the pathways of peace and forgiveness. Spirit of comfort whose glory covers 
 the face of our earth, comfort the oppressed, give shelter to those who have 
 lost their homes, and let your peace dwell in every heart. With thankful hearts 
 we pray in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 Collect for Mission 
 All say this prayer together: 
 O gracious and loving God, you work everywhere reconciling, loving, and 
 healing your people and your creation. In your Son and through the power of 
 your Holy Spirit, you invite each of us to join you in your work. We, young 
 and old, lay and ordained, ask you to form us more and more in your image 
 and likeness, through our prayer and worship of you and through the study of 
 your scripture, that our eyes will be fully opened to your mission in the world. 
 Then, God, into our communities, our nation, and the world, send us to serve 
 with Christ, taking risks to give life and hope to all people and all of your 
 creation. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

 Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
 our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your 
 well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you 
 will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as 
 may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in 
 the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
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 Announcements & Celebrations 

 The people are now invited to come forward to share announcements, birthday and 
 anniversary blessing requests, or prayer requests. The community’s prayer is then 
 gathered as they sing together: 

 May God bless you; 
 May God keep you; 
 May God’s love be with you; 
 May God grant you peace and wisdom; 
 May God ever be with you. 

 Benediction 

 Officiant  Let us go forth in the name of the Incarnate  Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 Officiant  Glory to God whose power, working in us, 

 can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: 
 Glory to God from generation to generation in the Church, 
 and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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 Closing Hymn:  A stable lamp is lighted  H 104 
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 The Peace 

 Officiant  The peace of God be always with you. 
 People  And also with you. 

 The community is now invited to greet each other and depart when they so wish. 

 Saint James’s Episcopal Church 
 1991 Massachuse�s Avenue  Cambridge, MA 02140 

 Website:  www.stjamescambridge.org 
 Office Email: office@stjamescambridge.org 
 Emergency Pastoral Line: 857-600-1329 

 Interested in speaking to a priest or asking for prayers? 
 Email Rev. Ma� at  ma�@stjamescambridge.org 

 Want to donate to St. James’s? Visit the website 
 or follow the QR code here: 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 St. James’s Episcopal Church Welcomes You! 

 I am:  _____ visiting just for today.              I wish:  _____ to be on the church mailing list. 
 _____ seeking a new church home.  _____ to receive a call or email from St. James’s. 

 Please circle items below you’d like information about: 
 Church School/Choir/Bible Study/Food Pantry 

 I’d like prayer for: ______________________________________ 

 Name(s): ____________________________________________ 
 Address: ____________________________________________ 
 City: __________________________________ Zip: __________ 
 Phone: ________________________________________________ 
 Email address: _________________________________________ 

 Please fill this form out and place it in the offering plate or the church office. 
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