
NO ONE IN OUR COMMUNITIES SHOULD HAVE TO 
BE AFRAID OF VIOLENCE, SO WE NEED TO INVEST 
IN THE RIGHT TOOLS TO PREVENT AND STOP IT.

• MPD’s funding grows year after year, even when they cost our community 
precious lives and millions of additional dollars in settlement fees. In the last fifteen 
years the city has paid out tens of millions of dollars in settlements - dollars that 
could have served and supported our communities. 

• When we continuously allocate enormous amounts of money to police at the 
expense of other departments, programs, and proven safety initiatives, we prevent 
ourselves from forging a smarter path to safety. 

WHEN WE FIGHT OVER CRUMBS, WE FAIL TO SEE 
THE WHOLE PIE. MINNEAPOLIS HAS ENOUGH. 

WHERE WE SPEND MONEY NOW WILL DECIDE WHAT 
KIND OF CITY WE’LL LIVE IN FOR DECADES TO COME.

• Gun violence, homelessness, racial disparities, disappearing cultural spaces—these 
crises are not inevitable. They are the product of policy decisions. 

• Minneapolis can be a city where all of us have high quality housing, livable wages, 
and where arts and cultural spaces thrive. The infrastructure we need to address 
our challenges requires significant investment—that’s where we should be spending. 

• Investing in more cops is both reckless and unimaginative. We know what happens 
when we fund more police; we’ve lived in that Minneapolis for decades. 

• We expect cops to fill too many roles--social worker, investigator, traffic patrol, 
addiction counselor—let’s consider who else can fill some of them. If we send the right 
person or response for each issue, we will better meet community members’ needs. 

• For many of the most marginalized people in our communities--people of color, queer 
and trans people, immigrants--police signal less safety, not more. It’s the Police Chief’s 
job to advocate for police solutions; it’s our job to advocate for each other. 

tinyurl.com/RTBconnect

#RECLAIMTHEBL   CK
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