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 Foreword 

Many of us came to New York State (NYS) at a time when it was impossible to student teach, be 

ͤQJHUSULQWHG��RU�JHW�OLFHQVHG��7KLV�KDV�KDG�GHWULPHQWDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�XV��+RZHYHU��ZH�KDYH�
banded together. Through our emotional and intellectual labor, we have developed this tool so 

other students can make informed decisions about their academic and professional paths.

In September 2022, while we were still developing this tool, the New York State Education 

Department (NYSED) updated its policies to allow undocumented students without a social 

VHFXULW\�QXPEHU��661��WR�GR�ͤ HOGZRUN��WDNH�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�H[DPV��DQG�RU�VWXGHQW�WHDFK�LQ�1<6��7KLV�
is one step in the right direction, but further permanent policy changes are still needed so that all 

aspiring educators, regardless of immigration status, can serve in NYS classrooms. Although it 

is a statewide policy, universities and colleges are in charge of implementation. Therefore, it can 

ORRN�GLIIHUHQW�IRU�HDFK�FDPSXV��7KLV�SROLF\�VWLOO�UHTXLUHV�VWXGHQWV�WR�VHOI�LGHQWLI\�DQG�DGYRFDWH��
This win is possible because of student activism and allies who continue pushing for the state to 

take leadership in their implementation of the policy change.

(YHU\�8�6��VWDWH�KDV�YDU\LQJ�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�UHTXLUHPHQWV�WR�EHFRPH�DQ�HGXFDWRU��7KLV�FUHDWHV�
added barriers and different access levels for undocumented students who wish to become 

traditional classroom teachers (see The State of Undocumented Educators in New York which 

RXWOLQHV�EDUULHUV� LQ�GHWDLO���$V�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�ZH�IDFH�XQLTXH�V\VWHPLF�EDUULHUV�ZKHQ�
SXUVXLQJ�D�FDUHHU�LQ�WHDFKLQJ��+HQFH��ZH�FUHDWHG�WKLV�UXEULF�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ZLVK�WR�NQRZ�RI�WKHVH�
obstacles sooner, and for those who now have the tools to make an informed decision.

:H�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WHDFKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDPV�IRU�DVSLULQJ�HGXFDWRUV�VKRXOG�EH�HTXDOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�WR�
all undocumented students (both DACA and non-DACA���+RZHYHU��ZH�DUH�RIWHQ�IRUFHG�WR�GLVFORVH�
RXU� VWDWXV� WR� JHW� DQVZHUV�� ,QVWHDG�� SURJUDPV� VKRXOG� WUDQVSDUHQWO\� GLVFORVH� WKH� UHTXLUHPHQWV�
to receive a degree in education. This transparency is crucial to the success of undocumented 

students pursuing a career as classroom teachers. 

1RWH��7KH�GHͤQLWLRQ�IRU�ZRUGV�KLJKOLJKWHG�LQ�\HOORZ�DUH�LQ�WKH�JORVVDU\�

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d9b610753ba512b1fb88e9e/t/636e8669e3c47d3324b42404/1668187802775/UndocuEdu_Report_Final.pdf
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My name is Farah Said. My academic journey started when I moved from Egypt, my 

homeland, to the United States in the summer of 2008. 

I graduated high school with aspirations to become a committed and thoughtful 

educator, but I was oblivious to the consequential implications of my immigration 

status. It was not until I got accepted to the Childhood Education program at CUNY’s  

City College of New York in 2013 that I was confronted with the limitations that came 

with my immigration status. I discovered that my immigration status impacted the 

possibility of even entering college since undocumented students in New York State 

(at the time) were ineligible for the majority of federal/state aid along with limited 

SULYDWH�VFKRODUVKLSV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�OLPLWHG�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�� ,� OHDUQHG�LPPLJUDWLRQ�
status can limit the academic majors that undocumented students can choose from.  

7R� P\� GLVDSSRLQWPHQW�� VSHFLͤF� FRXUVHV� ZLWKLQ� P\� SURJUDP� UHTXLUHG� FHUWDLQ�
documents that undocumented students do not have such as background checks for 

clinical hours that mandated a social security number in my local school district. This 

reality is especially true for undocumented students like me who still do not qualify 

for the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival program (DACA) which was enacted in 

2012 by President Obama. 

I do not qualify for DACA because I arrived in the United States on June 18, 2008–one 

year later than the required date (June 15, 2007). I learned that without DACA, I am 

barred from student teaching and subsequently, completing my education degree. I 

was given this information almost one year after being accepted into the program. 

When I was interviewed by the education department faculty this requirement was 

not communicated to me nor was the information accessible before applying to the 

program.

“
The following story sheds light on the systemic barriers that an undocumented non-DACA student 

faced during their academic journey and their dream of becoming a classroom teacher: 
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Ever since then, I knew I could not apply for student teaching. I started going to school 

part-time with the hopes of buying time and potential policy changes that would 

grant me my degree in childhood education. I spent six years in constant internal 

ͤJKWV��PHQWDO��HPRWLRQDO��DQG�SK\VLFDO�GLVWUDXJKW��DQG�PRQH\�VSHQW�RQ�D�PDMRU�WKDW�,�
had a slim chance of actually completing. I took all the required classes for my major 

in addition to coursework for my concentration in elementary mathematics. Even 

WKRXJK�,�ͤUPO\�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�,�ZDV�FDSDEOH�RI�RYHUFRPLQJ�DQ\�DGYHUVLWLHV�ZLWKLQ�P\�
educational journey, I eventually hit a roadblock for my education major. By 2019, it 

ZDV�WLPH�WR�ͤQDOO\�JUDGXDWH�EXW�,�KDG�QR�VROXWLRQV�RU�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�OHDG�PH�
WR�HDUQ�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�GHJUHH�RU�IXOͤOO�P\�GUHDP�RI�EHFRPLQJ�D�FODVVURRP�WHDFKHU��
Therefore, I was forced to transfer all of my credits from my major and minor and 

conform to graduating with a degree in Interdisciplinary Studies of Arts and Science.

Due to my experience, and the experiences of many other students like me, we at 

UndocuEdu, decided to create a tool for undocumented students in New York State 

to make informed decisions about their education journeys in light of a lack of 

transparency from current educational departments in higher education across our 

state. 

“
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 The Evolution of The 3-Part 
Self-Advocacy Tool

)URP�0DUFK�WR�$SULO�������8QGRFX(GX�FRQGXFWHG�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�XQGRFXPHQWHG�
VWXGHQWV�SXUVXLQJ�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�PDMRU� DFURVV�VFKRROV� LQ�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH��2XU�SULPDU\�ͤQGLQJ�
was that undocumented students faced patterns of systemic barriers in their efforts to become 

FHUWLͤHG�3UHN����WHDFKHUV�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�DQG�KDG�WR�ͤQG�FUHDWLYH�ZD\V�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�WKHLU�HQWU\�
LQWR�WKH�SURIHVVLRQ��<RX�FDQ�UHDG�PRUH�DERXW�RXU�ͤQGLQJV�DQG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�LQ�“The State of 

Undocumented Educators in New York.”

From 2021 to 2022, UndocuEdu created a three-part tool that includes: 

1. The rubric for assessing education program support for undocumented students

2. A self-advocacy checklist, and

3. Questions that  undocumented students should ask potential education programs.

The purpose of this 3-part resource is for you to have a tool for self-advocacy as you consider 

how inclusive and responsive educational programs are to the undocumented students that they 

VHUYH��<RX�FDQ�XVH�WKLV�UXEULF��WKH�FKHFNOLVW��DQG�WKH�DGGLWLRQDO�TXHVWLRQV�WR�PDNH�SHUVRQDOL]HG�
decisions about a potential education program that you are considering. If after evaluating a 

SRWHQWLDO�SURJUDP�ZLWK�WKH�UXEULF�̰�DQG�DIWHU�FRQVLGHULQJ�DQG�DVNLQJ�WKH�VXJJHVWHG�TXHVWLRQV�
IROORZLQJ� WKH� UXEULF� ̰� \RX� ͤQG� WKDW� WKH� LQVWLWXWLRQ� GRHV� QRW� PHHW� \RXU� QHHGV�� ZH� HQFRXUDJH�
reviewing other programs that have successfully recruited, retained, and sought employment for 

undocumented students. 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d9b610753ba512b1fb88e9e/t/636e8669e3c47d3324b42404/1668187802775/UndocuEdu_Report_Final.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d9b610753ba512b1fb88e9e/t/636e8669e3c47d3324b42404/1668187802775/UndocuEdu_Report_Final.pdf
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 NYSED Guidance on Fingerprinting 
& Clinical Placements for 
Undocumented Students

In September 2022, NYSED released new guidance allowing undocumented students enrolled 

LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDPV�WR�GR�ͤHOGZRUN�� WDNH�6WDWH�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�H[DPV��DQG�RU�VWXGHQW� WHDFK� LQ�
certain schools in New York State. Under this policy, undocumented students who do not have a 

SSN can student teach in charter schools, independent (private) schools, and/or some schools in 

and outside New York City. 

In addition, undocumented students without US citizenship, legal residency, or a SSN can receive 

LQLWLDO� FHUWLͤFDWLRQ��ZKLFK� LV� YDOLG� IRU� ͤYH� \HDUV��+RZHYHU�� FLWL]HQVKLS�RU� OHJDO� UHVLGHQFH� LV� VWLOO�
UHTXLUHG�IRU�LQLWLDOO\�FHUWLͤHG�HGXFDWRUV�WR�DGYDQFH�WR�SURIHVVLRQDO�SHUPDQHQW�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ.

Students seeking additional information on this policy within their institution should reach out to 

WKH�6FKRRO�RI�(GXFDWLRQ̵V�RIͤFH�RI�FOLQLFDO�DQG�RU�ͤHOGZRUN�H[SHULHQFHV��)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
you can visit cuny-iie.org/policy.

If you are not a CUNY student, you can refer to the following resources to advocate for yourself 

within your education program:

  NYSED Fingerprinting FAQs, see Questions and Answers for Individuals #20 and #21 آ

(ZZZ�Q\VHG�JRY�HGXFDWRU�LQWHJULW\�ͤQJHUSULQW�IUHTXHQWO\�DVNHG�TXHVWLRQV�IDTV)

�آ 1<6('�2IͤFH�RI�7HDFKLQJ�,QLWLDWLYHV��3DWKZD\V�WR�&HUWLͤFDWLRQV� 
(ZZZ�KLJKHUHG�Q\VHG�JRY�WFHUW�FHUWLͤFDWH�HYDOIRUHLJQFUHG�KWPO)

https://www.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-assets/academics/academic-programs/teacher-education-programs/FAQ-SSN_Fingerprinting.Dec2022.pdf
http://www.cuny-iie.org/policy
www.nysed.gov/educator-integrity/fingerprint-frequently-asked-questions-faqs
www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/evalforeigncred.html
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 How to Use This Rubric

7KH� ͤUVW� SDUW� RI� RXU� WRRO� HQWDLOV� D� UXEULF� WR� DVVHVV� HGXFDWLRQ� SURJUDPV̵� OHYHO� RI� VXSSRUW� IRU�
undocumented students. The rubric (presented on page 13) contains four different criteria:

1. (DV\�WR�ͤQG�	�FOHDU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�KRZ�WR�JHW�LQWR�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�PDMRU�
2. (DV\�WR�ͤQG�	� FOHDU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�JUDGXDWLRQ�	� FHUWLͤFDWLRQ� UHTXLUHPHQWV�RQFH�

you are in a program

3. $�WUDQVSDUHQW�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�1<6('�SROLF\�RQ�ͤ QJHUSULQWLQJ�	�FOLQLFDO�SODFHPHQWV�
for undocumented students

4. 9DULHW\�RI�RSWLRQV�IRU�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW

Descriptions of all criteria are located in the far left column. Each criterion reflects one of the four 

areas that we consider critical to informing prospective undocumented students who wish to 

major in (Pre-K through 12) education. The rating system can be found on the top row; this scale 

is composed of four levels. The lowest rating – represented by one star – indicates “little-to-no 

support for all undocumented students” while the highest rating – represented by four stars – 

UHSUHVHQWV�̸H[HPSODU\�VXSSRUW�V\VWHP�IRU�DOO�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�̹

7KH� UDWLQJ�VFDOH�FHQWHUV� WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�DQG�DFFHVV� OHYHO�RI�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�ZLWKRXW�
DACA. To receive the highest score, a program must provide alternative pathways/alternative 

FHUWLͤFDWLRQ to non-DACA undocumented students. 

2Q�WKH�QH[W�SODFH�\RX�ZLOO�ͤQG�D�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�HDFK�FULWHULRQ�
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 -�¯ãف�½فFUv%٪ۂ٪�j-�§٪UvF�§t�½U�v٪���Ä½٪O�Ý٪½�٪G-½٪Uv½�٪
½O-٪-%Ä��½U�v٪¤§�G§�tتt�e�§

This section aims to assess how accessible and 

transparent a program is about its general admission 

UHTXLUHPHQWV. We believe that information should be 

easily found on a program’s website or that other forms 

of information distribution be available (i.e., recruitment 

materials and communication with faculty and staff 

during the admissions process).

Admissions

1

-�¯ãف�½فFUv%٪ ٪ۂ �j-�§٪ UvF�§t�½U�v٪ ���Ä½٪ G§�%Ä�½U�v٪ ٪ۂ
�-§½UFU��½U�v٪§-¦ÄU§-t-v½¯٪�v�-٪ã�Ä٪�§-٪Uv٪�٪¤§�G§�t٪

This section aims to assess how accessible and 

transparent a program is about the graduation and 

FHUWLͤFDWLRQ� SURFHVVHV�� 7KLV� FDQ� KHOS� XQGRFXPHQWHG�
students to determine whether a program will not only 

accept them but also have information about the revised 

1<6('�JXLGDQFH�RQ�ͤ QJHUSULQWLQJ�DQG�FOLQLFDO�SODFHPHQWV��

2

Students should not have to out themselves as undocumented in order to obtain the 

VSHFLͤF� LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH\�QHHG�WR�PDNH�DQ� LQIRUPHG�GHFLVLRQ�DERXW�KRZ�WKH\�
can enter the education program/major at a respective institution.

This information should also be clear and present to a student as they consider their 

options before, during, and after the application and enrollment process.
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Ü�§U-½ã٪�F٪�¤½U�v¯٪F�§٪FUv�v�U�j٪¯Ä¤¤�§½٪

This section aims to assess the variety of options for 

ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW� IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV��:KLOH� WKH�
New York State Dream Act now allows undocumented 

VWXGHQWV� WR�DFFHVV� LQ�VWDWH�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�� WKLV�RIWHQ�
does not cover full tuition and students are left to pay for 

the remaining balance with other resources or out-of-

pocket.

Teacher education programs should help students identify the various professional 

roles students can take on with a degree in education, other than teaching as a 

classroom teacher, such as a community educator  (i.e., after-school, summer 

camps, or recreation activities), education consultant, education administration, 

among other types of positions. 

�٪½§�v¯¤�§-v½٪ Ut¤j-t-v½�½U�v٪�F٪½O-٪vã¯-%٪¤�jU�ã٪�v٪
FUvG-§¤§Uv½UvG٪ۂ٪�jUvU��j٪¤j��-t-v½¯٪F�§٪Äv%��Ät-v½-%٪
¯½Ä%-v½¯

This section aims to assess whether or not a program 

is effectively sharing information on the revised NYSED 

JXLGDQFH�RQ�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�DQG�FOLQLFDO�SODFHPHQWV�DV�DQ�
integral and essential part of students’ admission process. 

With this revised guidance, undocumented students will 

EH� DEOH� WR� FRPSOHWH� JUDGXDWLRQ� DQG� LQLWLDO� FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�
UHTXLUHPHQWV�

The revised NYSED guidance allows undocumented educators without a social 

VHFXULW\�QXPEHU�WR�REWDLQ�WKHLU�LQLWLDO�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ���ZKLFK�LV�YDOLG�IRU���\HDUV��+RZHYHU��
8�6�� FLWL]HQVKLS� RU� OHJDO� UHVLGHQFH�ZLOO� VWLOO� EH� UHTXLUHG� WR� UHFHLYH� D� SURIHVVLRQDO�
SHUPDQHQW�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ��:LWKRXW�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�SHUPDQHQW�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ��\RX�ZLOO�QRW�
EH�DEOH�WR�FRQWLQXH�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�VHWWLQJ�<RX�VWLOO�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�KDYH�D�
work permit to be hired in most educational institutions.

3

4
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;ͱϱϭϬ 
Criteria: Characteristics to be rated. Listed on the left-hand column آ

 .Ratings: From 1 star (being the worst) to 4 stars (being the best). Listed at the top row آ

ͻϫϬϜϭ͵Ϭͻϫ
1. Read rubric from left to right.

2. Assess each criterion horizontally on the rating scale based on information you’ve gathered 

about a potential teacher education program that you want to attend. 

3. Select one to four stars for each criterion.

Rubric for Assessing Education Program 
Support for Undocumented Students

SCHOOL

$IͤUPDWLRQ� Advocacy efforts for a permanent solution for undocumented students should not fall 

only on directly impacted people. Programs need to prioritize advocating for this. Their actions 

for a permanent solution would demonstrate their commitment to the success of their students 

and immigrant children in our schools. Support for undocumented aspiring educators should be 

expressed beyond a classroom setting because we do not only exist in a classroom.

<RX� FDQ� ͤQG� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� D� SURJUDP� RQ� WKH�
school’s website, and search for key terms such as: 

undocumented, immigrant, non-citizen. The website will 

OLNHO\�EH�GLIͤFXOW�WR�QDYLJDWH��DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
readily available. Be prepared to ask for information in 

person at the prospective school.
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Criteria Support for 
undocumented students 

is not present

Support for undocumented 
students is present, but 

uneven and/or generalized

Support for undocumented 
students with DACA only

Specialized support is designed 
for undocumented students 

(with and without DACA)

Information about admission 
into the education program/

major

Information about 
admissions or transferring 
to the program/major for 

any student, is unavailable or 
KDUG�WR�ͤQG�

There is general information both 
on website and in-person about 

admissions or transferring into the 
program/major but little mention 

RI�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV��

7KHUH�LV�VSHFLͤF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
about admissions or transfer 

into the program/major but this 
information is only for DACA 

VWXGHQWV�

Clear and explicit information about 
how all undocumented students 

can be admitted or transfer into a 
SURJUDP�PDMRU�LV�SURYLGHG��3URJUDP�

major advising is available to help 
QRQ�'$&$�VWXGHQWV�

Information about graduation 
	�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

once admitted

A general outline for 
completing all graduation 

DQG�RU�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�
requirements is provided but 
there is no clear direction or 
QH[W�VWHSV�IRU��DQ\�VWXGHQW�

General information about 
completing graduation and/or 
FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RQFH�

students are in the program/major 
is provided, but this information 
LV�QRW�VSHFLͤFDOO\�UHOHYDQW�WR�
XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�

Information about completing 
JUDGXDWLRQ�DQG�RU�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�

requirements is readily available, 
but the resources are designed 

RQO\�IRU�'$&$�VWXGHQWV�

Clear, explicit & readily available 
information about completing 
JUDGXDWLRQ�DQG�RU�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�

requirements students with and 
ZLWKRXW�'$&$��3URJUDP�PDMRU�

advising is tailored to help
non-DACA students meet graduation 

UHTXLUHPHQWV��DW�PLQLPXP�

A transparent implementation 
of the NYSED Guidance on 

Fingerprinting & Clinical 
Placements for undocumented 

students*

Information on the 
ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�JXLGDQFH�LV�

not mentioned in any of the 
education program materials 
RU�WKHUH�LV�QRW�RWKHU�VSHFLͤF�
information about steps for 
XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�

,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�
guidance is mentioned in the 

education program materials but 
is unclear regarding the steps 

required for undocumented 
VWXGHQWV�

,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�
guidance  and related contacts is 

clearly mentioned in the education 
program materials and readily 

available during the admissions 
SURFHVV��+RZHYHU��LW�LV�GLVSOD\HG�

RQO\�IRU�'$&$�VWXGHQWV�

,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�
policy and related contacts is clearly 
mentioned in the education program 
materials and readily available during 
WKH�DGPLVVLRQV�SURFHVV��7KHUH�DUH�

also clear steps for students with and 
ZLWKRXW�'$&$�WR�IROORZ��

Variety of options for 
ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW

1R�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�DW�DOO�IRU�
DQ\�VWXGHQW�

Information about scholarships 
DQG�VSHFLDO�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�
JUDGXDWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV��H�J���
FRYHULQJ�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�IHHV�WR�

do clinical hours or exam fees) is 
provided to you but not inclusive of 

XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�

Little information about 
scholarships and/or special 

ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�
XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV��,I�
this does exist, information, 

scholarships, and other support 
DUH�H[FOXVLYHO\�IRU�'$&$�VWXGHQWV�

A lot of information and a variety 
RI�RSWLRQV�IRU�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�LV�
SURYLGHG��,W�LV�LQFOXVLYH�RI�VWXGHQWV�
ZLWK�DQG�ZLWKRXW�'$&$�VWXGHQWV�

)LQJHUSULQWLQJ�JXLGDQFH�XSGDWH��FKHFN�VHFWLRQ���̸1<6('�*XLGDQFH�RQ�)LQJHUSULQWLQJ�	�&OLQLFDO�3ODFHPHQWV̹

§ɍƣȯǛƤ٪ǌȉȯ٪�ȷȷƲȷȷǛǾǍ٪-ƫɍƤƇɅǛȉǾ٪¤ȯȉǍȯƇǼ٪¯ɍȬȬȉȯɅ٪ǌȉȯ٪ÄǾƫȉƤɍǼƲǾɅƲƫ٪¯ɅɍƫƲǾɅȷ

Admissions
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 Self-Advocacy Checklist 

In addition to the rubric, below is a checklist to keep in mind when considering different teacher 

education programs. These program components/characteristics can help you successfully 

navigate through your educational journey. 

8QGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQW�VXSSRUW�FHQWHU
̽� There are centers throughout the country (including in New York City)  that 

VXSSRUW� XQGRFXPHQWHG� VWXGHQWV� LQ� WKHLU� XQGHUJUDGXDWH� MRXUQH\�� 7KHVH�
centers are usually run at the institution-level and are staffed with people 
who have an understanding of the barriers that undocumented students 
IDFH�DQG�ZKR�SURYLGH�DSSURSULDWH�UHVRXUFHV�

7UDLQHG�VWDII�ZLWK�EDVLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DERXW�LPPLJUDWLRQ�WRSLFV
̽� Some programs operate with an underlying assumption that everyone has 

FLWL]HQVKLS��7KLV�PDNHV�LW�GLIͤFXOW�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�WR�DFFHVV�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� UHTXLUHPHQWV�� 8QGRFXPHQWHG� VWXGHQWV� DUH� IRUFHG� WR�
advocate for themselves and educate the departments that are supposed 
WR�JXLGH�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�HGXFDWLRQDO�MRXUQH\��7KLV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�WKH�QRUP�DV�
LW�FDQ�WUDXPDWL]H�DQG�WULJJHU�VWXGHQWV��,W�LV�WKH�SURJUDP̵V�GXW\�WR�EH�DZDUH�
RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�IDFH��

̽� $ZDUHQHVV�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�1<6('�JXLGDQFH�RQ�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�SROLF\�RQ�
XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�

5HWHQWLRQ�RI�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV�DOXPQL
̽� This will help you determine how many students are able to graduate from 

WKH�SURJUDP��DQG�PRUH�VSHFLͤFDOO\�KRZ�PDQ\� LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�
VXFFHVVIXOO\�JUDGXDWHG�
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6DIHW\�SURWRFROV�DQG�OHJDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�QRQFLWL]HQV
̽� The school or the program has a detailed protocol for dealing with situations 

LQ�ZKLFK�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RU�8�6��,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�&XVWRPV�(QIRUFHPHQW�
(ICE) comes to school

̽� The school or the program has available resources and protocol in case a 
student needs legal help

)LQDQFLDO�UHVRXUFHV�VSHFLͤFDOO\�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�
̽� 7KHUH� LV� D� OLVW� RI� RSWLRQV� IRU� XQGRFXPHQWHG� VWXGHQWV� WR� JHW� ͤQDQFLDO�

support
̽�(�J���8QGRFX�IULHQGO\�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VFKRODUVKLSV

̽� College-wide private scholarships
̽� 3URJUDP�VSHFLͤF�SULYDWH�VFKRODUVKLSV
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&DWHJRU\����7UDLQHG�VWDII�ZLWK�EDVLF�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DERXW�LPPLJUDWLRQ�WRSLFV

> Basic understanding of contemporary immigration issues
̽� $UH�\RX�DZDUH�RI�FXUUHQW�PLJUDWLRQ�LVVXHV�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV"

̽� ,I�\HV��ZKDW�LV�\RXU�VWDQFH�RQ�PLJUDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8�6"
̽� $UH�\RX�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�ZKDW�EHLQJ�XQGRFXPHQWHG�LV"�:KDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ�WR�\RX"
̽� 'R�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�FDWHJRULHV�RI�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV��'$&$��QRQ�'$&$�"
̽� :KDW�DUH�WKH�LPSDFWV�WKDW�GLIIHUHQW�LPPLJUDWLRQ�VWDWXVHV�FDQ�KDYH�RQ�VWXGHQW�

H[SHULHQFHV"
 

> 6WDII�UHVSRQVLYHQHVV�WR�LPPLJUDWLRQ�LVVXHV
̽� $UH�\RX�FXOWXUDOO\�UHVSRQVLYH�WR�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV�DQG�LVVXHV"�

̽� ,I�QRW��GRHV�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�WUDLQ�VWDII�RQ�KRZ�WR�EHWWHU�VHUYH�XQGRFXPHQWHG�
VWXGHQWV�DQG�RU�SRWHQWLDO�VWXGHQWV"�

  

> 6DIH�DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�VSDFH
̽� 'R�\RX�PDNH�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV�IHHO�ZHOFRPH�DQG�VDIH"�,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V"
̽� +RZ�PDQ\�WLPHV�KDYH�\RX�LQYLWHG�'$&$�DQG�QRQ�'$&$�LPPLJUDQW�HGXFDWRUV�

DOXPQL�WR�VSHDN�DW�\RXU�VFKRRO"�)RU�ZKDW�SXUSRVHV"
 

> 6DIHW\�SURWRFROV�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV
̽� :KDW�LV�WKH�SURWRFRO�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�ZKHQ�,&(�FRPHV�WR�FDPSXV"�:KDW�

SURWHFWLRQV�DUH�QRQFLWL]HQV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKHVH�VLWXDWLRQV"
̽� :KDW�LV�WKH�SURWRFRO�IRU�HPHUJHQF\�IXQGV�IRRG�DVVLVWDQFH�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�

VWXGHQWV"
̽� +RZ�ZRXOG�D�GHSDUWPHQW� UHVSRQG� LI� D� IDFXOW\� RU� VWDII�PHPEHU� WKUHDWHQHG�D�

VWXGHQW�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKHLU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�VWDWXV"�:KDW�LV�WKH�GLVFLSOLQDU\�DFWLRQ"

Other Questions You Can Ask

%HORZ�DUH�VRPH�DGGLWLRQDO�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�DVN�GXULQJ�DQ�RULHQWDWLRQ�HYHQW��RSHQ�KRXVH��RU�
GXULQJ�D�ͤUVW�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�IDFXOW\��VWDII��RU�FRXQVHORUV�IRU�SURVSHFWLYH�VWXGHQWV��

'LVFODLPHU� <RX�GR�QRW�KDYH�WR�DVN�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�\RXUVHOI��,I�\RX�IHHO�FRPIRUWDEOH�DVNLQJ�WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV� E\� \RXUVHOI�� WKDW̵V� RND\�� ,I� \RX� GR� QRW�� \RX� FDQ� KDYH� VRPHRQH� \RX� WUXVW� DVN� WKHVH�
TXHVWLRQV�RQ�\RXU�EHKDOI��
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&DWHJRU\����6WXGHQW�6HUYLFHV

> 6WDII�UHVSRQVLYHQHVV�DQG�DFFHVVLELOLW\
̽� +RZ�UHVSRQVLYH�LV�VWDII�WR�VWXGHQWV"
̽� +RZ�HDVLO\�FDQ�VWXGHQWV�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�VWDII"
 

> 6XSSRUW�VSDFH�IRU�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV
̽� 'RHV�WKH�VFKRRO�SURJUDP�KDYH�DQ�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQW�VXFFHVV�FHQWHU�RIͤFH�RU�

OLDLVRQ"�
̽� $UH�\RX�DZDUH�RI�WKH�REVWDFOHV�WKDW�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�LQ�\RXU�GHSDUWPHQW�

IDFH"
̽� :KDW� DUH� \RXU� SURWRFROV� IRU�ZKHQ�DQ�XQGRFXPHQWHG� VWXGHQW� FRPHV� WR� \RXU�

program with concerns about how their status will impact their education and/
RU�FDUHHU"

&DWHJRU\����$FFHVVLEOH�	�WUDQVSDUHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�SURJUDP�TXDOLͤFDWLRQV�

>� 5HTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�HQUROOPHQW
̽� $UH�WKH�HQUROOPHQW�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DSSOLFDEOH�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV��'$&$�

DQG�QRQ�'$&$�"�

> &KHFNOLVW�RI�SUHUHTXLVLWHV
̽� $UH�WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�IRU�SURJUDP�TXDOLͤFDWLRQ�FOHDU�HQRXJK�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�

VWXGHQWV�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�KDYH�WR�PRYH�RQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�FRXUVHZRUNV"

&DWHJRU\����$FFHVVLEOH�	�WUDQVSDUHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�PDWULFXODWHG�
�RU�HQUROOHG��VWXGHQWV�DERXW�KRZ�WR�PHHW�SURJUDP�TXDOLͤFDWLRQV

>� :KDW�GR�\RX�QHHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�RQFH�\RX̵UH�DGPLWWHG�LQWR�WKH�SURJUDP"�
̽� ,V�WKH�OLVW�RI�UHTXLUHG�FRXUVHZRUN�PHQWLRQHG�HDVLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�

VWXGHQWV" 

> &KHFNOLVW�IRU�SDWKZD\�VWDWXV�FKHFN�
̽� $UH�WKHUH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�IRU�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�SURJUDP�VSHFLͤFDOO\�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�

VWXGHQWV"
̽� $UH� WKHUH� UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH� VSHFLͤFDOO\� IRU� XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV� VKRXOG�

WKH\�HQFRXQWHU�LVVXHV�LQ�FRPSOHWLQJ�WKHVH�UHTXLUHPHQWV"
̽� ,V�WKHUH�VRPHRQH�ZLWK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�NQRZOHGJH�UHJDUGLQJ�SURJUDP�UHTXLUHPHQW�

FRPSOHWLRQ�\RX�FDQ�GLUHFW�PH�WR"

> ,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�JXLGDQFH
̽� 'RHV� WKH� SURJUDP� H[SODLQ� WKH� LPSDFW� RI� WKH� UHYLVHG� 1<6('� JXLGDQFH� RQ�

ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�DQG�FOLQLFDO�SODFHPHQWV�RQ�\RXU�DFDGHPLF�DQG�FDUHHU�WUDMHFWRU\"
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&DWHJRU\����5HWHQWLRQ�RI�VWXGHQWV

> $OXPQL�QHWZRUN
̽� +RZ�GR�\RX�VWD\�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�WKH�DOXPQL�ZKR�DUH�XQGRFXPHQWHG"�
̽� ,V�WKHUH�DQ\�DFFRXQW�VWRU\�RI�RWKHU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�\RX̵YH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�

LQ�WKH�SDVW�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�VKDUH"
̽� +RZ�GLG�SUHYLRXV�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�XQGRFXPHQWHG�QDYLJDWH�WKHLU�ZD\�WKURXJK�

WKH�SURJUDP"
̽� ,V� WKHUH� VRPHRQH� ZKR� KDV� JRQH� WKURXJK� D� VLPLODU� H[SHULHQFH� WKDW� \RX� FDQ�

FRQQHFW�PH�WR"

> 6DIH�VSDFH�
̽� +RZ� GR� \RX� UDWH� \RXU� GHSDUWPHQW� UHODWLYH� WR� EHLQJ� XQGRFXPHQWHG� VWXGHQW�

IULHQGO\"�

> $YDLODELOLW\�RI�WHVWLPRQLHV�DFFRXQWV
̽� $UH�WKHUH�WHVWLPRQLHV�DFFRXQWV�RI�JUDGXDWHG�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�UHDGLO\�

DYDLODEOH�WR�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQWV�ZKHQ�UHTXHVWHG"

&DWHJRU\����$OWHUQDWLYHV�IRU�'$&$�YV��QRQ�'$&$�VWXGHQWV�

> 6XSSRUW�IRU�DOWHUQDWLYH�SDWKZD\V
̽� $UH�\RX�ZLOOLQJ� WR�GLVFXVV�DQG�JXLGH�PH�WKURXJK�DOWHUQDWLYH�RSWLRQV� IRU�QRQ�

'$&$�VWXGHQWV"
̽� ,I�VR��ZKDW�NLQG�RI�VXSSRUW�FDQ�WKH\�SURYLGH"
̽� +RZ� GRHV� WKH� UHYLVHG� 1<6('� JXLGDQFH� RQ� ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ� DQG� FOLQLFDO�

SODFHPHQWV�LPSDFW�PH"�

&DWHJRU\����9DULHW\�RI�RSWLRQV�DQG�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�ͤQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�DQG�OHJDO�
DVVLVWDQFH

> 2SWLRQ�DYDLODELOLW\
̽� :KDW�DUH�WKH�DYDLODEOH�RSWLRQV�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHFHLYH�ͤQDQFLDO�

VXSSRUW�ZKLOH�QDYLJDWLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�SURJUDP"
̽� ,V�WKHUH�D�OLVW�RI�XQGRFX�IULHQGO\�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�ͤ QDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�VFKRODUVKLSV"

̽� ,V�WKHUH�VRPHRQH�\RX�FDQ�FRQQHFW�PH�WR"

>� /HJDO�DVVLVWDQFH
̽� 'R�\RX�KDYH�OHJDO�VHUYLFHV�UHDG\�WR�VXSSRUW�LPPLJUDQW�VWXGHQWV"�

> )LQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH
̽� +RZ�GRHV�WKH�VFKRRO�LGHQWLI\�XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV"�

̽� :KDW�LV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKH\�DUH�SD\LQJ�LQ�VWDWH�WXLWLRQ"�
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 �ȉǾƤǳɍȷǛȉǾ٪

:KLOH�WKLV�UXEULF�VSHFLͤFDOO\�DGGUHVVHV�V\VWHPLF�EDUULHUV�WR�SXUVXH�DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�GHJUHH��LW�LV�RXU�
hope that undocumented students who aspire to be teachers use this 3-part advocacy tool for 

yourself, regardless of what trajectory you end up pursuing.

We also envision this advocacy tool to be utilized as a blueprint for other career paths that 

undocumented students wish to pursue. We were intentional about creating a tool that centers 

XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�GR�QRW�TXDOLI\�RU�FKRRVH�QRW�WR�DSSO\�IRU�'$&$��:H�KRSH�WKLV�FDQ�
serve as an inspiration to create customized versions of this rubric. 

Our biggest piece of advice to undocumented students is to ground yourself in your brilliance 

and remember you deserve to be recognized, respected, and valued regardless of immigration 

status and merits. Regardless of whether or not DACA is taken away, it is clear that educational 

institutions do not need to wait on federal change to take action themselves. 
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:KLOH�WKLV�1<6('�JXLGDQFH�RQ�ͤ QJHUSULQWLQJ�DQG�FOLQLFDO�SODFHPHQWV��KDV�FUHDWHG�D�QHZ�RSSRUWXQLW\�
for many students, it is likely that you will have to continue advocating for yourself by disclosing 

your status. The implementation of this policy may take time.

:KLOH�WKH�QHZ�1<6('�ͤQJHUSULQWLQJ�JXLGDQFH�KHOSV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�FHUWDLQ�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�
journey of aspiring undocumented educators in our state, we also want to acknowledge that there 

DUH�VWLOO� RWKHU�EDUULHUV�ZKLFK�SUHYHQW� WKHP� IURP� IXOO\� WHDFKLQJ� LQ�SXEOLF�VFKRROV��)RU�H[DPSOH��
WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�ODZV�WKDW�UHTXLUH�ZRUN�DXWKRUL]DWLRQ��6XFK�ODZV�DQG�SROLFLHV�PD\�OLPLW�VRPHRQH̵V�
career trajectory.

Nonetheless, we encourage you to advocate for education departments to be openly supportive of 

XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VKDUH�UHVRXUFHV�DERXW�WKH�UHYLVHG�1<6('�JXLGDQFH�RQ�ͤ QJHUSULQWLQJ�
and clinical placements. You deserve to have options to make an informed decision about your 

future, and to make plans that do not wait on the timelines of politicians. Creating pathways 

for undocumented students regardless of temporary immigration policies is the way to create 

stability for students looking to become teachers. 

Lastly, you are allowed to leave a program that does not support you; this does not have to be the 

end of your career in education. We hope that you do not limit yourself to traditional academic and 

career paths. 

choose
your path
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$OWHUQDWLYH�3DWKZD\V�$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWLͤFDWLRQ��2WKHU�SDWKZD\V�WR�JHW�FHUWLͤHG�WR�WHDFK�RWKHU�WKDQ�
WUDGLWLRQDO�WHDFKLQJ�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�SDWKZD\��$OWHUQDWLYH�3DWKZD\V�DUH�FUHDWHG�WR�JHW�PRUH�TXDOLͤHG�
educators into the classroom. One common Alternative Pathway is to enroll in a university-based 

alternative route to teaching licensure. This is designed for those who already have a bachelor’s 

degree. For more information on Alternative Pathways, visit this website: 

ZZZ�WHDFKHUFHUWLͤFDWLRQGHJUHHV�FRP.  

&HUWLͤFDWLRQ�IHHV��)HHV�LQFXUUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�WHDFKHU�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ��,Q�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH��WKH\�
could include application assessment fee ($50/$100 depending on programs), test fees ($689), 

ZRUNVKRS�IHHV�����������DSSUR[LPDWH���ͤQJHUSULQW�FOHDUDQFH�DQG�PLVFHOODQHRXV�IHHV����������$�
WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�IHHV�YDULHV�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�SURJUDP�RQH�FKRRVHV���������source).

&HUWLͤHG� WUDFN��$� WUDFN�HLWKHU� WKURXJK�7UDGLWLRQDO�&HUWLͤFDWLRQ�RU�$OWHUQDWLYH�&HUWLͤFDWLRQ� URXWH�
WKDW�ZRXOG�LVVXH�D�FHUWLͤFDWH�RU�OLFHQVXUH�WR�WHDFK�LQ�SXEOLF�VFKRROV��source).

'$&$��'HIHUUHG�$FWLRQ�IRU�&KLOGKRRG�$UULYDOV��$Q�([HFXWLYH�2UGHU�LVVXHG�E\�3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�LQ�
2012 that allows some eligible undocumented individuals to receive a renewable deferred action 

from deportation and become eligible for a work permit. DACA must be renewed every two years 

and it does not provide a pathway to citizenship (source���<RX�PD\�TXDOLI\�IRU�'$&$�LI�\RX�

1. Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012;

2. Came to the United States before reaching your 16th birthday;

3. +DYH�FRQWLQXRXVO\�UHVLGHG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�VLQFH�-XQH�����������XS�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW�WLPH�
4. Were physically present in the United States on June 15, 2012, and at the time of making 

\RXU�UHTXHVW�IRU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�RI�GHIHUUHG�DFWLRQ�ZLWK�86&,6�
5. +DG�QR�ODZIXO�VWDWXV�RQ�-XQH�����������PHDQLQJ�WKDW�

a. You never had a lawful immigration status on or before June 15, 2012, or

b. Any lawful immigration status or parole that you obtained prior to June 15, 2012, had 

H[SLUHG�DV�RI�-XQH����������

�ȬȬƲǾƫǛɫ٪ع٪GǳȉȷȷƇȯɬ

https://www.teachercertificationdegrees.com/
https://study.com/blog/how-much-a-new-york-teaching-license-is-going-to-cost-you.html
https://www.teachercertificationdegrees.com/
https://www.uscis.gov/DACA


24 of 26

 6. $UH� FXUUHQWO\� LQ� VFKRRO�� KDYH� JUDGXDWHG� RU� REWDLQHG� D� FHUWLͤFDWH� RI� FRPSOHWLRQ� IURP�
KLJK�VFKRRO��KDYH�REWDLQHG�D�JHQHUDO�HGXFDWLRQ�GHYHORSPHQW��*('��FHUWLͤFDWH��RU�DUH�DQ�
honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the United States; 

and

7. +DYH� QRW� EHHQ� FRQYLFWHG� RI� D� IHORQ\�� VLJQLͤFDQW� PLVGHPHDQRU�� RU� WKUHH� RU� PRUH� RWKHU�
misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to national security or public safety. 

)HORQ\��A crime with a punishment of imprisonment of one year or more. In New York State, felony 

LV�GHͤQHG�DV�DQ�RIIHQVH�IRU�ZKLFK�D�VHQWHQFH�WR�D�WHUP�RI�LPSULVRQPHQW�LQ�H[FHVV�RI�RQH�\HDU�PD\�
be imposed (source).

)LQJHUSULQWLQJ��$�IRUP�RI�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�WKDW�FURVV�UHIHUHQFHV�DQ�DSSOLFDQW̵V�ͤQJHUSULQWV�ZLWK�
D�GDWDEDVH��$V�RI�-XO\����������DOO�DSSOLFDQWV�IRU�FHUWLͤFDWHV��OLFHQVHV�RU�SHUPLWV�PXVW�XQGHUJR�D�
ͤQJHUSULQW�VXSSRUWHG�FULPLQDO�KLVWRU\�EDFNJURXQG�FKHFN�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�(GXFDWLRQ�'HSDUWPHQW�
(source).

*HQHUDO�DGPLVVLRQV�UHTXLUHPHQWV��Typically consist of a collection of credentials (e.g. GPA, test 

VFRUHV��WUDQVFULSW��DQG�RWKHU�VXSSOHPHQWDO�PDWHULDOV��H�J��SHUVRQDO�VWDWHPHQW��UHVXPH��UHTXLUHG�
WR�DSSO\�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�WR�D�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RU�SURJUDP��7KHVH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�ZLOO�YDU\�
depending on the school and department.

*HQHUDO�(GXFDWLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�&HUWLͤFDWH��*('���$�FHUWLͤFDWH�LVVXHG�ZKHQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�SDVVHV�
a series of four subject tests that assess on high school-level academic skills. It is an alternative 

to the U.S. high school diploma. 

,QLWLDO�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ��7KH� ,QLWLDO�&HUWLͤFDWH� LV� WKH�HQWU\�OHYHO� WHDFKLQJ�FHUWLͤFDWH� IRU�DQ\RQH�ZKR�
KDV� FRPSOHWHG� D�1HZ�<RUN� 6WDWH� WHDFKHU� SUHSDUDWLRQ� SURJUDP�� RU� HTXLYDOHQW� FRXUVHZRUN� DQG�
H[SHULHQFH��7KH�,QLWLDO�&HUWLͤFDWH�LV�YDOLG�IRU�ͤYH�\HDUV��source).

0LVGHPHDQRU� In the state of New York, misdemeanor is any crime that carries a potential sentence 

of incarceration for more than 15 days but no more than 364 days (source).

1RQ�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�WUDFN� A track designed for those seeking a career in education , but not necessarily 

DV�D�WHDFKHU�LQ�SXEOLF�VFKRROV��1RQ�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�WUDFN�GRHV�QRW�OHDG�WR�WHDFKLQJ�OLFHQVXUH��EXW�LW�

https://www.joneshacker.com/practice-areas/felony-criminal-defense-lawyers/
http://www.nysed.gov/educator-integrity/who-must-be-fingerprinted-charts
https://teachnyc.net/getting-started/requirements-in-new-york-state
https://www.criminaldefenselawyer.com/resources/new-york-misdemeanor-crimes-class-and-sentences.htm
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 FDQ�EH�D�JRRG�ZD\�WR�JDLQ�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�WKH�FODVVURRP�EHIRUH�IXOO\�FRPPLWWLQJ�WR�WKH�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�
SURFHVV�� 6RPH� QRQ�FHUWLͤHG� WUDFNV� LQFOXGH� WHDFKLQJ� VXSSRUW� SRVLWLRQV� �VXEVWLWXWH� WHDFKHUV���
teaching overseas, teaching at private or charter schools, community educators, and volunteering 

for teaching jobs (source).

1RQ�'$&$� Referring to undocumented individuals without DACA. This distinction is important 

EHFDXVH� D� ORW� RI� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� LQFOXGLQJ� VFKRODUVKLSV� RU� FHUWLͤHG�WUDFNV� DUH� RQO\� HOLJLEOH� WR�
individuals with DACA. We strive to prioritize the concerns of non-DACA individuals when creating 

a self-advocacy rubric.

1<�'UHDP�$FW��$������1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�ODZ�RIIHULQJ�VWDWH�IXQGHG�ͤQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�DWWHQG�
university to undocumented youth who arrived in the United States before the age of 18. The 

1<�'UHDP�$FW�LV�QRW�HTXLYDOHQW�WR�WKH�IHGHUDO�OHYHO�'5($0�$FW�WKDW�GLG�QRW�SDVV�WKH�/HJLVODWLYH�
Branch.

1<6('� New York State Education Department.

3DUROH��$�GLVFUHWLRQ�H[HUFLVHG�E\�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\�WKDW�WHPSRUDULO\�DOORZV�
certain noncitizens to physically enter the United States if they are applying for admission but are 

HLWKHU�LQDGPLVVLEOH�RU�GR�QRW�KDYH�D�OHJDO�EDVLV�IRU�EHLQJ�DGPLWWHG�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��'+6�RQO\�
JUDQWV�SDUROH� LI�WKH�DJHQF\�GHWHUPLQHV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�XUJHQW�KXPDQLWDULDQ�RU�VLJQLͤFDQW�SXEOLF�
EHQHͤW�UHDVRQV�IRU�D�SHUVRQ�WR�EH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKDW�SHUVRQ�PHULWV�D�IDYRUDEOH�H[HUFLVH�
of discretion (source).

3URIHVVLRQDO�SHUPDQHQW�&HUWLͤFDWLRQ��7KH�3URIHVVLRQDO�&HUWLͤFDWH�LV�DQ�DGYDQFHG�FHUWLͤFDWH�IRU�
WHDFKHUV�ZKR�KDYH�D�PDVWHU̵V�GHJUHH�DQG�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�WHDFKLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�FRPSOHWH�����
KRXUV�RI�SURIHVVLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�HYHU\�ͤYH�\HDUV��source).

7UDGLWLRQDO�&HUWLͤFDWLRQ��$�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�SDWKZD\� OHDGLQJ�WR�D�WHDFKLQJ� OLFHQVXUH�WKDW�DOORZV�DQ�
individual to teach in public schools. Usually, prospective teachers complete their bachelor’s 

GHJUHH�WKDW�KDV�D�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WHDFKHU�SUHSDUDWLRQ�SURJUDP�WKDW�LV�VHTXHQFHG�WR�FRPSOHPHQW�WKH�
SURVSHFWLYH�WHDFKHU̵V�PDMRU��$Q�LQGLYLGXDO�WKHQ�PXVW�FRPSOHWH�VWXGHQW�WHDFKLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��WDNH�
VWDWH̵V�UHTXLUHG�H[DP�V���DQG�DSSO\�IRU�WHDFKHU�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ��<RX�DOVR�QHHG�WR�SDVV�D�ͤQJHUSULQW�
and background check providing that you have no criminal history (source).

https://www.teachercertificationdegrees.com/
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/use-parole-under-immigration-law
https://teachnyc.net/getting-started/requirements-in-new-york-state
https://www.teachercertificationdegrees.com/
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 7UDGLWLRQDO�FODVVURRP�WHDFKHU��$Q�LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�KDV�XQGHUJRQH�D�WUDGLWLRQDO�FHUWLͤFDWLRQ�SDWKZD\�
and is licensed to teach in their state according to the guidelines of that respective state. 

8QGRFXPHQWHG� Foreign-born people who do not possess a valid visa or other immigration 

documentation because they entered the U.S. without inspection, stayed longer than their 

temporary visa permitted, or otherwise violated the terms under which they were admitted (source).

86&,6� U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. An Agency of the United States Department of 

+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\�WKDW�DGPLQLVWHUV�WKH�FRXQWU\̵V�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�LPPLJUDWLRQ�V\VWHP��'$&$�
applicants apply through USCIS. 

https://www.dshs.wa.gov/node/154

