Tall tales to be told

By CHERIE BEACH %
Hotel Darwin staff b

are tip-toeing on

eggshells as the hours
slip by before an old
Territory tradition is

revived today.
The first local heat

the 1991 Yarn Spinning
Championship begins

tonight.
Hotel patrons will

hear the first yarn told
in the competition since
Frank Hardy took out
the title in the late 60s

there.
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original championship  jack Hunt who won the 1989 Best Yarn Spinning title on Australia Day will spin some fall Territory
he.if;m ﬁ“icg [Sﬂpriggt,m tales at the Hotel Darwin’s first Australian Championship heat fonight.
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e e 2 G T g[hraﬁfn%(l:ggr will tell  the friendly them at opposite ends of
challengets fm e b Atu ';ter:l.ii;Dayalgfs) tall tales as competition. the swimming pool.”
locéalul:z. Taylor, s;isnner Mr Jack Hunt, convincingly as they ““It might end up like A four-hour limit has
Plsglwri yht S¥1zar'me well-known hotel can at the Hotel. what we saw on the Ray been set as a precaution
Spunnergand radio patron, Cowboy Bill and And the staff are Martin Show," hotel ?.or the competition.
announcer, Mr Col noted story tellers, Mr praﬁing g:e e\éetnt will puibdlimst Ms Kelly Brett ag;};;;\;d"se it would go
Crohn will judge the Bert Truman, Mr not be reduced to said. :
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HEAT ONEAnset) /-

"THE WORLD CHAMPION
YARN SPINNER COMPETITION"

The Territory's best
“rytellers battleitoutin

presents

You are needed for the Hotel Darwin’s
“THE WORLD CHAMPION

- YARN SPINNER COMPETITION"
——
S
@ / SUNDAY, 4TH AUGUST
(] ’ Heats: Thurs, 18th JULY 8pm
/P Sponsored | Thurs, 25th JULY 8pm

by ﬁ')‘ & Thurs, 1st AUGUST 8pm

& b Local champ fo compefe against Frank Hardy

ﬂ = “Tall Tale” Tex Tyrell and Jack Ayling.
o .. rests i POWERS TO WIN

Nominate yourself or dob in a friend
o e N | ERANO Y i @i
Ansetto o\| or contact Kelli at The Hotel Darwin 81 921
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WORLD CHAMPION YARN SPINNERS COMPETITION
RULES AND REGULATIONS
There will be 3 official Judges. <
The Judges decision shall be final. .

Points will be scored out of twenty for each YARN.

The quality & humour value of each yarn a maximum  10points
The syyle & presentation of the yarn . L. Spoints
The originalty of the yarn " " Spoints

No maximum or minimum time limit (points deducted for padding out,
talking for its own sake & boring long stories).

If all the Judges agree that a contestants yarn is :

Not in keeping with the good spirit of the contest

Not considered to be a yarn

Containing unwarranted obscene language : . .
that contestant will be gonged & that story will receive zero points.
If that same contestant is gonged a second time he/she will be
elininated from the competition. (This rule is included

essentially to eliminate any undesirable element that may enter

the competition).

At the conclusion of a yarn the contestant must hand the microphone
on to the next competitor. That competitor must start their yarn
within 10 seconds. At the 10 second mark a bell shall sound. If that
competitor has not commenced his yarn he/she shall be eliminated.

Ten minute breaks will be taken at the end of each hour (when the last
competitor for that round completes his yarn).

No competitor'shall be able to bring notes on written matter on to the
stage.

Contestants
)} NE 1. Bert—Fruman Scc¥ L~ . : i
2. X 2. Charlie De Kantzow - M'.LWWVM-SV"S_@&@‘—
\Jp 6\% 3. Jack—Hunt e TMNAMe— — W WHaclvanowd
B 4. Alan Allder — du™y Slonin | Toke tellor
~ 5. Peter Steele-y [Talk Srven
¥6. Cowboy Bill—-Su:;;zl PPWMMV314£;mA&A3




JULIA COOPER
chats to two tellers of
tall tales

J UST when you
thought it was safe
to sit in the pub and have
a quiet drink ... Tex
Tyrrell and Frank
Hardy are on their way
back to the Territory
with longer yarns than
ever.

Tex and Frank may be
well known in the Top End
but after speaking with them
for just a few minutes the
question is, are they well
liked?

Frank and 62-year-old Tex
are yarn-spinners.

The

‘Tall Tale Tex is not as

good as he thinks he is e B B
~ there is no way he CFrank Hardy during a visit to Wave Hill when he got
will win this to meet iocal kids and (right) Vincent Lindiari Jnr,
competition, he’s not whose father led the walk off that inspired the land
really a yarn-spinner rights campaign
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dleCy Leu swries, reciie
extracts from ancient books
they think are interesting
and tell jokes Adam and Eve
chortled over.

But there is not much
chortling between Frank and
Tex — they don’t like one
another very much.

Each speaks regularly of
hitting the other over the
head.

The long-time rivals will
warm Darwin bar stools and
make eardrums ache this
month as they return to their
beloved Territory for the
Hotel Darwin’s World
Champion Yarn-Spinning
Competition.

The two last fought a
weary battle of words at the
hotel’s Australian Yarn-
Spinning Championship in
1967.

Then Frank stole Tex’s
title, which he had held since
1954, after out talking Walkie
Talkie Lloyd Nelson of Tenn-
ant Creek.

Frank and Tex would like
the world to think they have
been at each other’s throats
ever since that last big yarn,
that they really do hate one
another.

But there is about as much
truth in that as there is in the
stories they tell.

It is all a game played by
larrikins like they don’t
seem to make anymore.

‘“Tall Tale Tex is not as
good as he thinks he is,”
Frank said.

‘“There is no way he will
win this competition, he’s
not really a yarn-spinner. He
can do what he likes but he
won'’t win.

“I reckon this is between
me and this surprise local
contestant I hear is in train-
ing.

“I hear some theatre
group is training someone.”

Let’s hope so — someone
has to put these two in their
places.

Taking long-time Territor-
ians back in time, the 1991
Yarn-Spinning Champion-
ship will be held at the Hotel
Darwin on Sunday, August 4.

There will be three heats
open to local competitors on
July 18, 25 and August 1.

The winner of each heat
will go on to compete in the
championship against Tex,
Frank and southern race
caller and well-known yarn-
spinner Jack Ayling.

Tex Tyrrell starting spin-
ning tall tales while sitting
around stock camps in South

beers. I don’t know what
makes a good yarn — but I
don’t consider Frank Hardy
to be a very good yarn
spinner.

“Last time I went up
against him his so-called
yarns sounded more like po-
etry to me.”

And then, in between the
countless and very long
stories Tex just has to tell,
the insults really start — he
made the shocking an-
nouncement last week that
he had let Frank win the 1967
championship.

““There was nothing for me
to win for — the prize was a
golden shovel and a radio. I

‘1 don’'t

consider

Frank Hardy to be a
good yarn spinner.
Last time I went up
against him his so-
called yarns sounded
more like poetry.’

Australia when he was just
nine-years-old.

‘““All the men used to sit
around and spin yarns and I
Suppose I just picked it up
from them,”’ he said.

‘“Some people just don’t
like telling yarns at all, then
there are others who come
out of the closet after a few

had hundreds of radios and
what would I do with a
shovel,”” he said.

‘‘But the second prize was
a free half-page advertise-

. ment in the Northern Territ-

ory News and I wanted that
because I'd just started a
secondhand business and
thought it would get me off to
a good start.”’

‘“That’s rubbish,”” Frank
said.

‘“Tex has been telling that
story for years and he
know’s it’s rubbish. He just
dried up, he couldn’t think of

a yarn to tell and that’s why 4

I won.”

The 1967 competition, or~
ganised by the then News’

general manager Jim
Bowditch was front-page
news for days.

The rivalry and antics of
Frank and Tex were enter-
tainment moulded to Territ-
ory taste — hundreds of
people packed the Darwin
Hotel as the yarns kept com-
ing.

Like Tex, Frank started
telling yarns as a boy and
never stopped — he has
written 21 books, the most
remembered is his first,
Power Without Glory, pub-
lished in the 1950s.

Frank was charged with
criminal libel and jailed soon
after the book’s publication
but was acquitted by a Mel-
bourne Supreme Court jury
after a sensational trial.

The novel became the
most widely publicised Aust-
ralian book, being translated
into 20 languages and made
into a television mini-series.

His play The Daybreak
Killers won the Logie Award
for Best TV Drama in 1972.

Frank and his alter ego,
Truthful Jones, still write a
weekly column for Post
magazine.

But his passion is yarns.

““The man who can tell a
good yarn is a man who can
tell it with character, with
funny and interesting detail
and with some meaning to it
— that’s a good yarn,” he
said. -«

‘“And Tex doesn'’t tell them
like that.”
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CJA younger

Hardy

tattooed tall tale-telling Tex

Tyrell ... he doesn’t think much of Frank
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