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Listen to First Nations voices
By Lille Madden, Sydney Seed Mob Co-ordinator, 
Groundswell First Nations Consultant

As a young Aboriginal woman, I believe in order to fight for our 
future we must reflect on our past.

Aboriginal culture is one of the oldest continuous cultural traditions 
in the world and is inextricably connected to sustainable practices of 
caring for country developed over millennia. 

Our relationship is not one of ownership but is more one of belonging. 
Our sense of belonging is embedded in the lands, waterways and 
skies, and is in harmony with the animals and plants that we share  
our world with. 

We are our country and our country is us. 

Today, not only are Aboriginal people still dealing with the effects of 
colonisation, but we now are also faced with the effects of climate 
change. Having done the least to cause it, we are on the frontlines 
being affected the first and the worst by the climate emergency.

That is why as Australians, it is our responsibility to ensure that 
Indigenous expertise and knowledge is at the forefront of this fight 
for our future; to ensure that Indigenous voices in our country and 
those of our neighbours are heard and respected. 

Because even though we are at a crisis point, we have the opportunity 
to create a more just and sustainable world.

Our future depends on our actions now. Together we can,  
together we will. 
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Protest!
There’s a reason government crack down on rallies and protests -  
they build and show power. 

It’s also really important for peoples’ mental health to gather together 
 in times of crisis. 

New to rallies? No problem. Here are a few tips for coming along:

• Make a sign. It’s fun, motivating and sends a message. 

• Wear comfortable shoes, bring sun or rain protection, pack snacks  
and lots of water to drink.

• Look out for one another, and treat everyone with respect.

• Even if you only know a little, you’ll learn a lot listening to the speakers, 
reading signs, and chatting with other people in the crowd.

• Know your history and learn from your elders. First Nations people  
have been protecting and defending country since colonisation.  
Check out Original Power’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Timeline of Resistance: www.originalpower.org.au/resistance_timeline
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Join a climate group3

Groundswell Giving

Climate Council

Australian Youth 
Climate Coalition

Seed Mob

Original Power

Farmers for  
Climate Action

Jewish Climate 
Network

Lock the Gate Alliance

Beyond Zero Emissions

The Sunrise Project

350.org Australia

ActionAid Australia

Tipping Point

Doctors for the 
Environment

Surfers for Climate

Solar Citizens

Athletes for Climate

Green Music Australia

Australian Parents for 
Climate Action

Less Meat Less Heat

Psychology for a Safe 
Climate

Australian Mums for  
a Safe Climate

Greenpeace

Creatives for Climate

Discover more great 
organisations here  
www.cana.net.au

There is power in numbers, and we magnify our impact exponentially 
by joining with others.  

We need hundreds of groups to build a social movement powerful 
enough to force Governments to deal with the causes of the climate crisis, 
such as coal and gas, not just the symptoms.

There are so many organisations you can support with your time and 
money: climate advocacy groups for young people, psychologists, health 
professionals, farmers, vets, parents, surfers, athletes, the fashion industry, 
business, local councils and more. If none appeal, start your own! 

Activism:  

actively 

participating 

in shaping our 

own future.

A few ideas to get you started:



Fund climate advocacy
Did you know that globally only 3% of all giving goes to tackling 
climate change?

This is woeful, and given the scale of the challenge ahead, needs to be 
turned around, fast.

As the fossil fuel lobby knows, shifting public opinion and influencing 
public policy is possible, but it’s not cheap.

There are dozens of organisations in Australia working on viable 
strategies to build a climate movement powerful enough to win, but 
they need our support.

Here’s how you can chip in to accelerate climate action today:

• Regular giving: Support one (or a number) of the amazing climate 
advocacy organisations in Australia through regular giving. Head to 
www.cana.net.au to choose who to support.

• Grant making: Join Groundswell to co-fund strategic, high-impact 
climate grant making in Australia www.groundswellgiving.org.

• Workplace giving: Encourage your workplace to join Good2Give 
or a similar platform and nominate climate organisations as your 
recipients. If you work for a large company suggest they match 
employee donations!

• Fundraising events: host your own bake sale, band night, dinner 
party, fun run, and donate all proceeds to climate advocacy.

• Give big: Larger donors might consider joining the Australian 
Environmental Grantmakers Network (AEGN).
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Divest your money
We need to dry up the pipeline of funding going to fossil fuel 
companies ASAP. As a consumer, we can do this by moving our money 
out of banks, super and share portfolios still investing in fossil fuels.

We call this divestment – the opposite of investment. It’s up to people like 
us to remove the “social licence” of the coal, gas and oil industries. If the 
fossil fuel projects that drive climate change can’t get money, investors or 
insurance, they can’t proceed. 

Banking
The big four Australian banks are huge lenders to the fossil fuel 
industry, but they do take notice of consumer concerns, and we can 
leverage this for climate action. 

Taking your money out of banks lending to fossil fuels diminishes their 
social license and cuts off financing the fossil fuel industry.

• Go to www.marketforces.org.au to check whether your bank lends  
to fossil fuels. If they do, divest! 

Super
Your superannuation is another way to make a big impact. 

Over half of the world’s superannuation is invested in fossil fuels and other 
high-carbon sectors whilst less than 2% is invested in climate solutions like 
renewable energy. 

If super funds switched even a fraction of their investments to renewables, 
it would completely transform the energy industry. 

• Go to www.superswitch.org.au to check whether your superannuation 
fund invests in fossil fuels. If they do - switch, and let them know why. 

• Many institutions - Universities, religious institutions, workplaces and 
local government - have decided to divest their savings out of fossil 
fuels too. You can encourage them to divest - start the process at  
www.gofossilfree.org.au/start-a-campaign.
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Switch to renewable energy
Burning fossil fuels generates the majority of Australia’s electricity, 
and electricity contributes roughly 33% of Australia’s total emissions. 
As a consumer, switching to renewables and storage is an important 
action to reduce carbon emissions and drive the acceleration of 
national divestment from fossil fuels. 

The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO), charged with making 
sure we have a stable electricity grid, says there are no longer barriers 
to powering our nation with 100% renewables – the technology is now 
secure enough. And as the one of the sunniest and windiest countries in 
the world, we have the potential to not just power our nation with 100% 
renewable power, but to power our nation 500 times over!

Switching to green energy is a crucial element in reducing emissions 
rapidly, and once you’ve done something yourself to be part of the energy 
transition, it’s a great conversation starter! 

Go solar
If you own your own home, consider getting solar panels installed to cut 
household emissions and reduce power bills. 

Check out www.renew.org.au/free-solar-and-battery-advice and  
www.cleanenergycouncil.org.au/consumers.

Choose green power
If you can’t buy solar panels, choosing green power is another great way 
to invest in renewable electricity generation. When you buy green power 
from your provider, they then buy the equivalent amount of electricity 
from renewable energy generators, which they add to the grid on behalf of 
you. Check out www.greenelectricityguide.org.au to learn more. 

6



Switch your workplace to  
100% renewable energy
There’s so much we can do in our workplaces to directly reduce 
emissions, remove the social license of fossil fuel polluters, and 
collectively cut off their revenue. 

1. Use your skills, strengths and networks and lead your own 
workplace, or sector, to cut its greenhouse gas pollution and prepare for 
climate change impacts:

• If you’re a worker, can you put forward a case for your workplace to 
install solar panels, or buy 100% renewable energy? 

• If you’re a parent, can you start a program in your child’s school to 
increase energy efficiency or fundraise for a solar panel installation? 

• Join your workplace’s sustainability committee (or set one up, if there 
isn’t one). 

• It doesn’t matter where you work, or what you do, think about how 
you can apply your skills and interests to the climate challenge.

2. Encourage your management team to sign up to RE100 
RE100 is a global movement of businesses committing to transition to 
100% renewable energy, often through power purchase agreements. 
This is a powerful way for businesses to take the lead on climate action, 
and encourage a nationwide transformation to renewables.
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Reduce your carbon footprint
There’s so much we can do at our home to reduce emissions and 
start important conversations with family, friends and colleagues. 

Some good places to cut down our carbon footprint:

• Go solar – if you own your home, consider installing solar panels to 
reduce household emissions and save on electricity bills.

• Choose green power – another great way to take control of your 
electricity generation and support the growth of renewables.

• Travel smarter – walk, cycle, carpool, take the train or bus, drive 
less, fly less, and invest in an electric vehicleif you can .

• Food – where you can, grow your own, buy local, and eat a more  
plant-based diet.

• Reduce food waste – start a compost or ask your local council 
about a food waste collection service.

• Reduce energy use – switch off lights, insulate better, choose 
energy efficient appliances, install a thermostat. 

• Buy less, waste less - minimise our impact on the planet by 
reducing our consumption.

• When you do need to buy things, look for B Corp certification 
– this is to sustainable business what Fair Trade certification is to 
coffee, and it’s a growing global community.  
www.bcorporation.com.au.

The tips above are just a jumping off point - talk to your friends 
about what they’re doing, share notes and start challenges to get 
your carbon footprint under control.
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Bring up climate change in 
conversations

Having conversations with people who know and trust you is  
one of the best ways to inspire others to step up and engage  
in climate action. 

Below is a guide to climate conversations by Psychologists for  
a Safe Climate:

Listen, listen in order to understand.
Ask first, and listen deeply. Research shows the messenger is just as 
important as the message, so begin by establishing common ground (eg. 
shared interests, passions, family). Where is your partner coming from? 
What are their fears? What are their values? It’s important to remember 
this is not an argument to win or lose. There’s no ‘us’ or ‘them’ - we are 
all in this together. Shame and guilt don’t work, but understanding and 
common ground can help us open up and engage meaningfully. 

Treat people with the respect you like to receive.
Be patient. It’s unlikely a person will change their world view through one 
conversation. The most important thing is to sustain a respectful, open 
dialogue, to understand your partner better, and help them do the same. 
Think of it as planting a seed – over time people you talk about climate 
change with will come to understand your knowledge of the issue and 
what you are doing about it.

Hold your own views and keep away from arguing about data. 
Focus on what you think and why you think it. Don’t seek to undermine 
the sources of people’s information. Be mindful that we tend to look for 
views that fit with our existing worldviews which are formed through life 
experiences. The language of climate change is often perceived as about 
having less or sacrificing material goods, which can threaten people’s 
worldviews.
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Describe your personal journey. 
Start by talking about a time when you were disengaged or unsure 
of climate change. Explain how you came to hold your views. For 
example was it someone you met or the changes you saw in the 
weather? Show that views can change over time.

Be solutions focused and positive.
Relate climate solutions to happiness and common concerns. 
Describe the benefits of energy efficiency or consuming differently, 
and separate this from climate change. E.g. the potential for green 
jobs creation, better health conditions for workers, cheaper electricity 
bills, and the export potential for renewables. 

Be specific about the barriers to action. 
Remind them that coal is the biggest cause of climate change in 
Australia. You can see the connections between the coal companies, 
fossil fuel industry groups and some of Australia’s politicians here: 
www.act.greenpeace.org.au/dirtypower

Help people see or find a role for themselves in the solutions.  
Make them feel good about the pro-environmental behaviour that 
they’re already doing, and help them find a way to do more. Don’t 
make them feel guilty - this is about changing our society so that 
it’s easy to do the right thing, so that when you turn on a light it 
automatically comes from clean energy! 

‘We must create a chorus of different communities united in 
asking, indeed demanding, that we act now to preserve a liveable 
world and a viable future.’  
– Dr Rebecca Huntley



Get political
Halting damage to our climate requires new laws at every level of 
Government, which requires politicians to take the issue seriously. 

• Raise signatures for A National Climate Change Act. This Bill, 
proposed by Independent MP Zali Steggall, is a great opportunity to 
push the federal Government to take real action on climate by setting a 
target of net zero emissions by 2050. Help build momentum around the 
bill by signing and sharing with your family, friends and colleagues.  
www.climateactnow.com.au

• Contact your local MP! Their  job is to represent you in Parliament. 
If their electorate cares about transforming their nation to 100% 
renewables, it’s their job to advocate for this on your behalf. Email, write, 
or book a face to face meeting. Talk with them about your concerns that 
Parliament is not doing enough to reduce damage to our climate and ask 
them what their plan of action is. Build a relationship with them. Visit 
them a few times a year. Add them to your email contacts – email them 
interesting news articles about climate change and renewable energy 
when you come across them. Organise a community forum on climate 
change and ask them to speak to their constituents about the issue. 

• Contact your local council. Learn: Research what your local council 
has already done on climate change. Meet: Set up a meeting with your 
Mayor to talk about climate change programs and let them know you 
support them. Participate: Nominate your council for the Climate 
Council’s “City Power Partnership” so they can join with other councils, 
share knowledge and expertise, and be a stronger force for change. This 
is now Australia’s fastest-growing national climate program for local 
government, representing over 70 councils and 8 million Australians.
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www.groundswellgiving.org


