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Newsletter 

Parish Mass 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow Me.”   Mt 16:24 

12th September 
2021 

FROM THE DIARY 

Sun 12th September 
24th Sunday in  
Ordinary time  

6pm (Sat)  Sabina Sweeny (RIP)  
7.45am  Kieran Linnane (Ann)  
9am  People of the Parish (Int) 
10.30am Laurence Cattini (Ann)  
12 noon  Canon Mehall Lowry (Int) 

Mon 13th September 
St John Chrysostom, 

Bishop & Doctor 

9.30am  Dessie Brock (Int)                                                                                                                      
2-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Tue 14th September 
The Exhaltation of 

the Holy Cross 

9.30am  Maurice (RIP) Marie Thérèse (Ann) Claudian (Ann) Pièrre (Ann)  
2-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Wed 15th September 
Our Lady of  Sorrows 

9.30am  Eileen Furey (RIP) 
2-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Thu 16th September 
Ss Cornelius, Pope & 

Cyprian, Bishop,  

Martyrs 

9.30am  Anthony Gallagher (Ann)   
2-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

Fri 17th September 
St Robert Bellarmine, 

Bishop & Doctor 

9.30am  John  & Bridget Kelly (Ann) and Marie Kelly (Int)  
2-3pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Sat 18th September 
Feria 

9.30am  Kitty Hennessy (RIP)  
 
10.30am  & 11.30  Baptisms  

Sun 19th September 
25th Sunday in  
Ordinary time  

6pm (Sat)  Moira Hunt (Ann)  
7.45am  John & Dympria McGregor (Ann)  
9am  People of the Parish (Int) 
10.30am Sally Carr (Ann)  
12 noon  Edward Carlin (Ann) 
      
                         
 

  

MASS TIMES 

Sunday (Sat 6pm), 7.45am, 9am, 10.30am, 12noon. 

(There is no Sunday evening Mass until further notice.) 

Mon-Sat : 9.30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sat  10.15am-10.45am ; 5.15pm– 5.45pm 

Following Diocesan guidelines: 

 Use hand sanitiser provided in the porch before entering the church; Wear a face covering over nose 
& mouth; Be guided by Stewards; Social Distance 1m+   

THE VASE AND OUR CROSSES  

“What a lovely vase,” the girl said, “Yes I am,” the vase replied. The girl wanted to know 
where such a fine vase came from? “I wasn’t always so beautiful,” the vase explained, 
“originally I was a wet soggy lump of clay. They put me on a wheel and started to spin it 
and I became dizzy. Then they squeezed me and prodded me and pulled me all over the 
place. I told them to stop; it hurt, but they wouldn’t.  They threw me back on the wheel and 
started all over again. When they stopped I was put in a small dark room. It was set us on 
fire and I screamed, ‘Let me out, let me out,’ but nothing; they wanted me to suffer. Then 
came the painting, and at first it felt nice, but then came the smell, the fumes. Was there 
no end to the suffering? No! They put me back in the furnace and the torment began again. 
Finally, they took me out again and I just sat there. I began to talk to the beautiful vase 
next to me, reminiscing about my days as a lump of clay and what had happened since. 
The vase said nothing. Then I realized, of course it wouldn’t, it was just a mirror. A mirror!” 
repeated the vase to the girl. “That’s when I realized I was looking at myself, I had become 
a beautiful vase!  Suddenly all the pain and suffering made sense. And so… since you 
asked, that is where a beautiful vase comes from.”     

Like the vase, we too need to go through the pain of our trials and sufferings at one time or 
another. These are our crosses. They may come in the form of ill health; financial prob-
lems; failure at school, work or relationships; grief; rejection and so on. If we accept these 
crosses and allow ourselves by God’s grace to learn from them, to have a deeper trust and 
awareness of God, who is the centre and goal of our lives, and live according to his ways, 
we will change and grow. We will discover that the love we find in him and others, is the 
secret source of all that is important in life: because God Is Love. But ‘our self,’ our own 
personal earthly wants and desires, can so easily get in the way. Which is why Jesus asks us 
to take up our crosses and follow him.                                                                                 Fr Stewart 
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 end of Mass so you please bring along a 
photograph for the blessing.  

Creation Weekend Competition with prizes 
from the Catenians Calling young 
parishioners - Prepare a piece of art on the 
theme of WONDERFUL CREATION and 
submit this to Anna McMullan by 2nd October 
with your name, age and telephone 
number.  Entries will be judged in 3 groups:  4 
to 7 year olds, 8 to 11 year olds, 12 to 15 year 
olds.  All entries will be judged by Sr Joyce 
and displayed in the Large Hall after the 10.30 
am Creation Mass on Sunday 3rd Oct. 

During this Season of Creation, you may 
wish to listen to and reflect on resources from 
Pray As You Go https://pray-as-you-go.org/
retreat/earth-sessions 

OTHER 

The Repository will be open for 15 minutes 
after every Sunday mass, or otherwise on 
request. 

Irish Dancing classes for children of school 
age will be resuming in St. Monica’s Church 
Small hall on Monday September 20th @ 
4pm: contact Margaret on 07932056163/ 
m.brennan@hotmail.co.uk 

Catholic Secondary School Open Evenings  
Finchley Catholic High, Tuesday 
14th  September 5.30-8.30pm; Cardinal 
Vaughan Year 7 - Tuesday 14th  and Thursday 
23rd September. Year 12 - Thursday 7th and 
Tuesday 12th October at 5.00pm; St. Anne's 
Catholic High School for Girls - Monday 
27th  September 6pm- 8pm; Bishop Douglass 
School Wednesday 15th September  5.30 pm- 
7.30 pm; St Ignatius College Tuesday 14 
September, 5:30-8:00 pm  

Synodality CAFOD convened an online 
conversation recently with Christopher Lamb, 
Rome Correspondent for The Tablet, to hear 
about why it is critical for all of us to 
participate in the synodal process in our 
parishes later this year.  You can watch it 
here  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Im-

cWL20abc 

Mauro Iannicelli will deliver the Bible 
Timeline Course again, free of charge, 
starting on Wednesday 29 Sept, at 7pm over 
8 weekly sessions: www.comeandsee.org 

#KeepTheLifeline In early October the 
government plan to cut Universal Credit by 
£20 a week leaving 6 million families £1,040 
worse off a year. For many, this money is the 
difference between keeping afloat and 
falling into serious poverty. This £20 cut was 
originally scheduled for March 2020, but 
postponed thanks to thousands of people, 
including many of you, writing to their MPs. 
A letter is available at the back of church 
for you to sign, adding your name and 
address at the bottom, and to send to your 
MP to ask him to stop the cut for good.  

Job Vacancies: Finchley Catholic High 
School require an admissions / first aid lead 
apply online closing date of 23rd September. 

Right To Life UK are currently hiring for a 
number of positions across media, public 
affairs, digital and operations. In particular, 
they are looking to urgently fill positions in 
their Public Affairs team, to ensure that they 
have the right team in place ahead of their 
opposition making further attempts to 
introduce radical changes to abortion and 
assisted suicide legislation, please see 
www.righttolife.org.uk/jobs/ 

FINANCE 

5th September Envelopes £326; Loose 
Plate £815 

Giving by Standing Order, please use the 
following details: Bank: HSBC; A/c no: 
41096176; Sort Code: 40-05-20; A/c name: 
WRCDT Palmers Green and give your 
surname as a reference. 

Gift Aid If you are a UK tax payer and 
would like to gift-aid your donation please 
download a form from the parish website, or 
ask for one to be sent to you.  

Thank you for your generosity.  

Chair of the Finance Committee 

PARISH NOTICES  
We pray for all those who have died recently: Bill Morgan, Brigid Lynch and for those 

whose anniversaries occur at this time: Eileen O’Reilly, Kieran Linnane, Nora Keegan, Elias 

Christofi, Esther Lynagh, Dhanraj Ramlakhan, Kevin O’Neil, Edward Carlin, Anthony 

Gallagher, Cristina Hallums, Eugene Lambe, Daniel Mahoney. Please pray for all sick and 

housebound parishioners, especially those in our care homes: Abbeydale, Amberley 

House, Anastasia Lodge, Beaumont, The Conifers, The Hollies, Minchenden Lodge, Queen 

Ann Care, Woodlands and hospitals: North Middlesex and Chase Farm. Also Teresa Kirby, 

Angela Vullo, Mary Brady, Kathy Lavelle, Jan Cilliers, Sereno Beschizza, Maria Rospo, 

Giovanni Rospo, Noreen Steele-Hristov, Adelaidina Littardi, Francis Isichei, Akhter Zabier, 

Marie Coutinho, Maureen Bird, Charlie Grech. 

PARISH GROUPS 
St Monica’s Life Group. An informal 
meeting will be held in the Newman Room 
this Monday, 13th September at 3.15pm for 
those concerned about the protection of all 
human life in this country and throughout 
the world. Please come and help make the 
world a better place! 

Free Food distributed by the parish every 
Monday from 3pm Please share this 
information with anyone in need. Donations 
(dried pasta, rice, biscuits, tins of: fish; soup 
& vegetables) welcome and can be left 
under the canopy of the Large Hall front 
doors on a Monday, 11am – 1 pm. 

 

CREATION WEEKEND 

On Friday 1st Oct : CAFOD Harvest Fast Day 
and Parish Food Awareness 
Day.  Information will be distributed about 
the environmental impact of our food 
choices.  

Saturday 2nd Oct: Walk of Creation led by 
the Walking Group in Trent Park, 
Cockfosters Road entrance.  Meet near the 
Café by the car park at 11 am for a circular 
walk of about 2 hours with short stops to 
listen to readings and reflections.  This will 
be followed by a visit to the Allotments near 
the Cat Hill roundabout.  

Sunday 3rd Oct  at 10.30 am: Creation Mass – 
there will be a prayer for your pet(s) at the 

READINGS FOR THIS SUNDAY 

Is 50:4-9  Jas 2:14-18  Mk 8:27-35 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 

Wis 2:12, 17-20  Jas 3:16– 4:3  Mk 9:30-37 
 

Dear  Parishioners, 

I want t0 thank you for your cards and well 
wishes on the occasion of my installation in 
the Chapter of Westminster Cathedral. 

It was a beautiful occasion, with my family 
friends and parishioners, many streaming 
online. 

I thank you for your prayers and support. 

Fr Mehall   

THIS SUNDAY  

Invitation to Parishioners, to join Canon 
Mehall at his celebration mass today at 12 
noon and in the Large Hall after mass for 
refreshments.    

The retiring collection today is for the 
Catholic Education service. 
 

SACRAMENTS 

First Reconciliation & Holy Communion 
2022 parents meeting, Tuesday 
21st September at 7.30pm in the Church. 

Confirmation 2022 parents meeting, 
Tuesday 28th September at 7.30pm in the 
Church. 

Congratulations to Iris on her baptism and 
to Jemima who celebrated FHC on Saturday. 
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Donations, both one-off and regular, can also be made via our Virgin Giving page: 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.action?
charityId=1019432  

In light of the encouraging national and local figures and the adoption vaccine programme, at 

St Monica’s we have reverted back to our normal seating arrangements. We 

strongly encourage the use of masks, use of hand sanitizer and the track & trace system. We 

continue to clean and sanitize the Church regularly. For parishioner’s attending who wish to 

be seated socially distanced we have produced a card with a ‘No entry’ sign - please 

come early to get a seat if this is the case.   

Whilst singing has resumed (with face masks) during Mass and the offertory procession; the 

sign of peace and communion from the chalice will not resume at present. Please receive 

communion in the hand. 

Red Missio Boxes - Please can you return your full boxes to the Sacristy after mass or the 
Parish Office during opening hours.  Replacement boxes are available in the porch. 

Piano and Violin lessons for all ages. Have you ever wanted to learn but don ’t know where 

to start? Call me on 07583574818 or via email oliver_aston@hotmail.co.uk 

The Polish Chaplaincy has now consolidated in one Chapel, Our Lady of Walsingham   and 

the English Martyrs in Holtwhites Hill Enfield EN2 8HG.  Please visit the Chaplaincy website 

for further  details: www.parafiaenfield.org   

Would you be interested in joining the 200 Club?  We’ve raised over £100,000 for the Parish, 

since October 2010, whilst paying out prizes of over £52,000 to parishioners!  We have 

capacity for new members, or additional entries for existing members. The subscription per 

entry is only £5/month. Please contact the parish office for joining details.  

Marriage Care is a Catholic organisation specialising in relationship support, providing 
counselling and marriage preparation. They are looking for volunteers who can spare just a 
few hours a week from the comfort of their own home to provide Voluntary Zoom Support to 
help run marriage preparation courses, training or CPD events online and a Voluntary Remote 
Secretary to support counsellors and clients, taking last-minute cancellations calls and 
communicating and logging changes and cancellations, as necessary. For more information 
visit: www.marriagecare.org.uk or email: volunteer@marriagecare.org.uk    

School volunteer coordinator needed (volunteer position) CAFOD Westminster is looking 
for a well-organised and friendly person to help coordinate their school visits programme 
from September. This role would suit someone who is comfortable speaking to other 
volunteers and schools and also in using spreadsheets and databases. If you are interested   in 
either position, contact Chris Driscoll at westminsterschools@cafod.org.uk or call 07776 
493162 
CAFOD is responding to significant crises across the world: with local Church 
organisations in Haiti to deliver emergency aid to people affected by the catastrophic 
earthquake and tropical storm; in Afghanistan, to ensure the safety of local partners and their 
communities; Tigray in Ethiopia, South Sudan and north-east Nigeria by supporting local aid 
workers to deliver urgent food and water supplies to hundreds of thousands of people facing 

extreme hunger. Thank you for your compassion, generosity and prayers to make this 
possible.   https://cafod.org.uk/News/Emergencies-news.  

Safe Spaces A free, independent support service for anyone who has been abused 
through their relationship with the Church. Delivered by a team of advocates with specialist 
training in supporting survivors of sexual abuse, it is available to people aged 18+ or over who 
have suffered abuse.         Tel 0300 303 1056 or email safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk  

Diocesan action toward Carbon neutrality - Since the publication of Laudato Si (2015) 
and with the new focus on COP26, the diocesan curia has been working more keenly to move 
towards carbon neutrality.  Moving towards carbon neutrality is part of the mission of the 
Church in the world.  You will remember that we considered energy-saving methods in 
buildings, solar panels, and other initiatives some years ago.  With the increased urgency to 
care for the gift of creation, the Trustees have announced their intent that the Diocese will do 
its utmost to be Carbon Neutral by 2030.   

While this is a big challenge, over the last several years we have already taken big steps 
toward this goal.  Around 91% of our energy supply is sourced via Churchmarketplace/
IFM.  This energy supply will be all renewable or biologically sourced.   Additionally, some of 
the parishes have already taken a proactive step to reduce their energy use.  While other 
parishes are already creating their own clean energy with ground source heating 
pumps.  These are all great steps toward Carbon Neutrality.   

On the diocesan website you can view this announcement, the Cardinal’s video and Bishop 
John’s reflection the links for these are https://rcdow.org.uk/news/diocese-committed-to-do-
its-utmost-to-become-carbon-neutral-by-2030/  https://rcdow.org.uk/news/carbon-
neutrality/  https://rcdow.org.uk/news/carbon-neutrality/the-call-to-ecological-conversion/  

 
OTHER COURSES, RETREATS AND EVENTS  

Holy Land Pilgrimage The annual diocesan pilgrimage to the Holy Land, led this year by 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols and Fr John Farrell OP, will take place from 22nd to 30th November. 

In addition to walking in the footsteps of Christ, it is a pilgrimage of solidarity and an 

opportunity to return ready for mission. The cost is £1,590 per person (single room 

supplement £455). For further information/to book contact Gill Didino of Tangney Tours on 

01732 886666. 

‘Life After Loss’ Project For those affected by Covid-19, Enfield Citizens Advice and Mind 
can help with: a dedicated advice caseworker to manage the clients’ needs from start to 
finish, including: fast-track advice to access benefits, Universal Credit and debt advice 
support; raising money for funeral costs and other sudden/emergency bills; emergency crisis 
emotional support counselling; up to 8 free sessions of bereavement counselling; a small 
grant of up to £500 for those families in dire need of financial relief. If you are affected please 
contact 0300 330 1167, lifeafterloss@enfield.cab.org.uk    

Ongoing Caritas Support Caritas Development Workers can help :- Apply for Caritas Crisis 

or Funeral Grants on behalf of someone who is struggling . Issue Supermarket Vouchers, or 

help to source food via the Caritas Food Collective. Link to other social action groups/ local 

charities known to us for referrals, advice or best practice sharing.  Networking of Food, 

Homeless & Migrant and Refugee Projects. Discern how to respond to the needs of the 

community through Catholic Social Teaching (Love in Action programme and The Why). 
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