
Eagle Island News
April 2022 Eagle Island, Inc. Vol. 12 Issue 1

Welcome new board member Elizabeth (Liz) Moulthrop
Liz resides in Hillside, NJ, and has an abundance of expertise in the nonprofit sector. 
She is currently the Interim Co-CEO of El Sistema USA, the Director of the Paterson
Music Project (a program of the Wharton Institute), and President of Notes for Change,
Inc., a nonprofit supporting a variety of music education programs, which serves as the
fiscal agent for the World Ensemble. She attended Eagle Island from 2000 to 2007,
and in that time, was a camper, CIT, junior counselor, and sailing staff. Welcome, Liz!

At EI’s Annual Meeting in March, we honored board members Chris
Hildebrand, Lauren Parmington, and Mary Hesselgrave as their tenures
on the EI Board came to an end. All three are former campers and camp
staff members. Chris is legendary for her diligent compilation and
maintenance of the list of alums, which was critical in the effort to save
Eagle Island, as well as for her spirit, tenacity, and inspiration over many
decades. Lauren started the Friends of Eagle Island nonprofit in her NYC
apartment in 2011, and Mary generously and diligently held the Secretary
role for many years.

We are delighted that all three will continue to be involved with EI in a
number of capacities. In addition, Chris is now an Emeritus board
member—an honorific title in recognition of her historic role in the
formation of the organization and ongoing enthusiastic participation.

Departing Eagle Island Board Members
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Volunteer Highlight:
Laura Eldred and Michael Glass

By Anna Nelson

The Volunteer Engagement Committee: 
Supporting Eagle Island Volunteers

The primary charge of the Volunteer Engagement
Committee is to sustain Eagle Island’s future by
ensuring a vigorous and happy community of
volunteers committed to the needs of campers,
physical infrastructure, and the Island itself. Some
duties include welcoming new volunteers, and
identifying skills and interests to match them with a
rewarding role that addresses organizational needs.
It is essential that EI supports volunteers to ensure
that they have a positive experience.
 
If you would like to learn more about being a part of
the Volunteer Engagement Committee or
volunteering for Eagle Island, please visit
eagleisland.org/volunteer. We will be in touch soon!

Although they are relatively new volunteers, Laura
Eldred and Michael Glass have already gained a
breadth of knowledge about the behind-the-scenes
work of running Eagle Island.

Laura first volunteered in the summer of 2021 to help
with the transition, as sleepaway campers left their
families to head for the boat launch and the
unknowns of Island camp life. She recruited Michael
as a volunteer later in the summer to help with
closing down the camp. In the fall they volunteered
again to store camp items to protect them from
freezing over the winter. And in January, Michael had
his first snowshoeing experience across the ice to the
Island to help Bob Goodsell with taking
measurements for an egress from the second floor
above the kitchen. More recently, Michael has been
learning the intricacies of the camp’s sophisticated
water system. And both Laura and Michael are active
on the Adirondack Committee.

Now that they both have volunteered for the camp,
they’ve seen up close its significance and the
importance of preserving it: both as a camp for
young people as well as as a historic landmark and
Adirondack Great Camp. But more importantly, they
have witnessed the dedication of the people working
behind the scenes to keep the camp running and
viable, and are excited to be part of this dedicated
group.

http://www.eagleisland.org/jobs
http://www.eagleisland.org/volunteer


What activity instantly calms you? Filtering through my emails before sitting down to start the workday. 

What are your hobbies? I enjoy running (road and trails) and I am eagerly trying to get into skate skiing next
winter. I try to bring my two children, Valla (3) and Walter (15 months) on most of these adventures—we have
some very, very durable strollers. I also bring my husband, Shane, along. It is called “forced family fun.’’ 

What’s your favorite ice cream topping? Sprinkles and Heath bar. 

What was the last TV show you binge-watched? Amy Schumer’s Life and Beth.

What was the last movie you watched? Tick, Tick . . . Boom by Lin-Manuel Miranda.

If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, what would it be? Pizza.

How did you recently treat yourself? I got my hair highlighted and cut.

What’s your go-to guilty pleasure? Impulsively buying clothes for a toddler, even 
when I know they will grow out of them quickly. 
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Get to Know Eagle Island, Inc.’s New Executive Director, Danielle
There are ways to bypass small talk and learn more in-depth information about a person,

so we put together a series of random questions to learn more about Danielle.

What song makes you want to get on the dance floor? At this point in my life, “All of You” from Encanto. 

When you were a kid, did you eat the crusts on your sandwich or not? I cannot recall, but I do recall loving
only bologna and cheese sandwiches. I have not eaten bologna in years.

Land Acknowledgement
Recognizing the Traditional Stewards of Eagle Island

We acknowledge that Eagle Island is located in upstate New York
on the ancestral lands and original territory of the
Haudenosaunee people. 
 
The original people of this place have deep knowledge of the
land gained over thousands of years of observation. At Eagle
Island Camp, we believe the wisdom of the Haudenosaunee
people, along with their gratitude for all parts of the natural
world, can guide a better coexistence of human and nature. As
such, we aim to provide an environmentally responsible
experience and inspire and empower all to be confident,
collaborative, and courageous leaders in these efforts.  
 
We at Eagle Island are committed to continuing to learn and
grow and, as such, this recognition is a framework that will
develop over time.

http://www.eagleisland.org/


L E GACY  C I R C L E

This legacy inspired Buz to connect with the group that was working to save our camp in November of 2010. From the
very first day, he never gave up on the goal to acquire and reopen Eagle Island and enthusiastically participated in all our
campaigns, serving as a Board Member and even acting as a plaintiff in our lawsuit to stop the private sale of the Island.  
Buz loved the Adirondacks, and for years he brought children to our mountains and taught them about nature, some of
which he had learned from his lifelong friends, the Fadden family of the Six Nations Iroquois Cultural Center. So it is a
perfect tribute to rename and dedicate our Eagle Island Nature Trail to Henry “Buz” Graves. In this way, all future campers
will know the name of this generous friend and his spirit and legacy will always live on his beloved Eagle Island. 

Please join us to for the dedication in August. Details including registration and event activities will be listed on our
website soon at eagleisland.org/events. 
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Save the date to honor Buz Graves: August 27, 2022

CAMPF IRE  C IRCLE  

On September 25, 2021, the Eagle Island community lost a
wonderful friend, Henry D. “Buz” Graves, Jr. 

We will honor Buz on August 27, 2022, on Eagle Island, the place he
loved and supported and where he joined us in preserving the legacy
of his great-grandparents, Henry Jr. and Florence Graves, who gave
our Island as a camp to children to live and engage with outdoor
adventures, in memory of two of their sons. 

Join the “Campfire Circle” with a 
monthly donation of $100 or more.

Learn more at eagleisland.org/donate.

Let your love of Eagle Island
be part of your long range
plans and help ensure its

health so future generations
can walk the same paths as

the campers before them.

eagleisland.org/donate

visit eagleisland.org/events to learn more.

Buz pictured with Gwendolyn Graves Shupe,
Great-granddaughter of Henry and Florence Graves.

http://www.eagleisland.org/events
http://www.eagleisland.org/events
http://www.eagleisland.org/donate
http://www.eagleisland.org/donate
http://www.eagleisland.org/events
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Interview with Katie Benson Cook 
by Anna Nelson

Today she still uses the leadership skills learned during those summers in her everyday life, calling on
the “can-do spirit” of Eagle Island campers, in particular as a teacher of children with special needs. At
camp, she learned about being flexible with a change of plans when it rained and they could not go
sailing. The impromptu sing-a-longs would be held indoors instead, and even to this day she fondly
sing-a-longs on rainy days. She also learned how to sail at Eagle Island, and still sails today in the Gulf
of Mexico near her home in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

As an adult, Katie attended a number of Women’s Weekends and Family Camp with her husband and
son so they too could experience the Island. She returned to Eagle Island after almost a decade last
June, and was heartened to find it much the same as the camp she remembers from her childhood. She
will be sure to return again.

For more than 10 years, we have been resilient: obtaining ownership of 
Eagle Island, completing a number of rehabilitation projects, kick-starting 
summer camp, and sparking positive engagement with our neighbors in 
the Adirondack region. However, our biggest asset is the mass of individuals that make up the greater
Eagle Island community—YOU. Our campers, family, friends, parents, volunteers, and staff all play
integral roles in spinning the supportive web that contains us. As we enter the 2022 summer season,
we have made remarkable investments that will support our beloved camp into the next century for
future generations. 
 
If you would like to make a financial gift before the 2022 summer camp season, please make your
donation through this link, or at eagleisland.org/donate.
 
We should all be very proud of where we’ve been, where we are, and where we’re headed. Thank you
for your continued support. See you on the Island!

Our Biggest Asset 
From Fundraising Chair and Co-President, Karin Rutledge

Katie Benson Cook recalls the time she spent at Eagle Island as the “privilege
of her childhood.” Niece of Pete Benson, longtime camp caretaker, she spent
six weeks every summer from fourth through eighth grade at Eagle Island
along with her sister, Patti. 

https://eagleisland.org/donate
http://www.eagleisland.org/donate
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Fiscal Fitness

FY21 Annual Report

DONORS & SPONSORS 
(special tribute donations follow)

Matching Gift Employers
Bayer
Becton Dickinson
Hewlett Packard
Johnson and Johnson
Merck Foundation
Tiffany & Company
VISA
Walton Enterprises

Organizations
Adirondack Diversity Initiative
Amazon Smile
The College Spy
Cloudsplitter Foundation
Crawford & Stearns
Determan Balk Family Foundation
Garden Club of Lake Placid
General Dynamics Missions 
     Systems
Hillsborough Education 
     Association
Merck Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund
Pro Bono Partnerships
Saranac Lake Youth Center
United States Department 
     of the Interior
NY State Regional Economic 
     Development Council
Preservation League of NYS
Post Polak

Individuals
Anonymous
Mike Alewitz
Deanna Alko
Carolyn M Altenderfer
Charlene Antonelli
Susan & David Armenia
R David & Kathy V Arnold
Pippi Arnowitz
Gloria Ashcraft
Pat Ausman
Jim Aversano
Constance Baboukis
Nancy Bailer
Tom, Lucy & Carly Bajorek
Kathleen Baker
Rebecca Bar & Daniel 
     von Allmen
Jackie & Pierre Bay 
Jacqueline Beattie
Charles Bechtel
Barbara Beckwith
Owen Beeder

John Bennett
Clare Jones Bensley
PJ Benson & James Crabb
Pete & Beth Benson
Sarah Benson
O. Frederick Berghaus
Katie Bernstein
Michael & Ellen Bettman
Mary Biagini
Allegra Blackburn-Dwyer 
     & John O'Neill
Pamela Borst Bland
Mary K Call
Blanka Blazek
Christina Blythe ✧
Diana Bochantin
Ruth Bolger
Carol Doerrer Bradof
Clare Smith Broadbent
Joyce Witting Brown
Janice C Lilien
Sarah Burpee
Meryl Butters
Dean & Janice Butts
Ann Marie Capuzzi
Shelley Carr
Martha & Steve Carrellas
Leslie Carson
Priscilla Wager Caskey 
Laura Cattuti
Sally Allen Chew
Susan Christie ✧
Aaron Chusid
Andrew Chusid
Marie Clark ✦
Sara Cohen
Wendy S. Cohen ✦ ✧
Adriane Padakis Collett
Molly Collett
Kathleen Contratto
Jude Coren
Edward Courter
Jim & Chris Crane
Eleanor Cresson
Ann Crichton
Judith Croman
Liz Crowell ✧
Ellen Curry
Georganne V Daher
Sheryll Daniel
Laurette Dearden
Barbara Delaney
Dave Delnegro
Brahna Roth Derr
Patricia Dolan

Stephen & Charlotte Dolling
Russel & Mary Dooman
Mary Dougherty
Donna Dowton
John & Elaine Droz
Lisa Earle
Corinne Eckart
Karen Giannelli & John Eckart
Judith (Gottscho) Eichinger
Margot Ellis
Laurie & Martin Engelhardt
Jane Lowell Evans ✧
Michell Evans-Miville
Don & Lin Ewing
Michelle Famula
Peggy Fiddler
Rose Foody
Jean Harris Fox
Mimi Frank 
     & Desma Holcomb
Lisa Frey
Edward & Vivian Friedman
Lois "George" Fischbeck
Debra Fruchtman
Ellen Gagne
Catherine Galbreath
Margery Bauman Galluzzi
Louise Frankel Gantman
Constance Garbutt
Michelle Brown Garcia & 
     Gene Garcia
Cavarly Garrett
Karen Henderson Garrett
Rebecca & Adam Gibboney
Irene Goldie-Petras
Irene Etkin Goldman
David Goldstein
Robert Goodsell
Stefanie Goodsell ✧
Paula Gottesman
Peter Gow
Marilyn Graber
Henry (Buz) Graves, Jr
Connie Daloz Gray
Juli Greenberg ✧
Carol Greengrove
Robin Greengrove ✦
Lynn-Ann Gries
Jon and Betsy Griffiths
David & Shirley Grill
Hannah Grill
The Gripp Family
Robert & Devora Gronauer
Denise Gruben

Stephanie Guitard
Carol Haggerty
Kathleen Halsband
Charlotte Hangorsky
Pam Harbin
Julia Harper ✦
Will Harrington
Joan Harrop
Emma Dieckmann 
     Hartkemeier
Ann Hartmann
Susan Hearn & Greg 
     Dickson
Margarete Heber
Lisanne & William Hegman
Pam & Peter Henry
Sam & Kathryn Hens-Greco
Susan Herrmann
Alan Herzig
Mary Hesselgrave ✧
Anna Hickerson
Chris Hildebrand ✦
Ginny Hildebrand ✦
Sandra Hildreth
David Hoffmann
Elizabeth Hoffmann
Jennifer Hoffmann
Barbara Holman
Suzanne Holt & 
     Chloe Holt-Reiss
Alan Hornell
Rachel Horowitz
Dick Horton
Mary & Jim Hotaling
Nancy & Norman Howard
Kara Dorso Huck
Nancy West Husbands
Terri Indyk
Carol Jackman
Susan Jackson
Lowell & Lynn Jacobs
The Bartow Jacobs Family
Linda & John James
Leroy & Julie Jenkins
Meg Jensen
Casey Johnson ✧
Kate Mulhern Johnson
Fran Kaback
Barry Kann
Ann Kaplan
Robert Kass & 
     Loreta Matheo Kass
Elizabeth Kelleher
Barbara Kelshaw

INCOME
Individual Gifts:               $491,242
Preservation Grants:      $258,159
Camp Revenue (net):    $124,440
Private Grants:                $117,000
PPP loan Forgiveness:   $62,307
Misc. Income:                   $9,064

SPENDING
Building/Infrastructure:   $407,917
Salaries (+ camp staff):    $243,341
Property/Depreciation:   $167,167
Administration:                 $85,880
Camp Programs:              $61,984
Fundraising:                      $6,764

Gifts
46.2%

Preservation 
24.3%

Camp (net)
11.7%

Private Grants
11%

PPP Loan
5.9%

Building
41.9%

Salaries
25%

Property
17.2%

Admin.
8.8%

Programming
6.4%

The annual report acknowledges gifts received by Eagle Island, Inc. between January 1, 2021 and December 31, 2021.
The names reflect gifts of cash, securities, and in-kind donations. The report is compiled by the staff and the Board of
Directors. The utmost care has been taken in preparing this report. Occasionally, however, errors do occur. 
We apologize if this has happened and ask that you notify us with any inaccuracies or omissions.

✧ Campfire Circle ✦ Legacy Circle
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THANK YOU to those who volunteer their time, talent and treasure to support Eagle Island. 
We are grateful for your commitments.

Karen Kelso
The Kent-Andrew Family
Helen Hultberg R Kester
Patricia Bowman Keyser
Alison Killeen
Linda Klose
David Knapp
LuAnne Gaykowski Kozma 
 & Ellis Boal
Jodi Krall
Jeanne Lafferty
Letitia Albee Lamb
Alexandra Landrum
Sunny Larson
Charles LeGrand
Ron & Sandy Leiser
Joanne Leonard ✧
Ellen Lewis & Sheryl Maskell
Jacquelyn Heloise
Jeffrey & Anita Liebman
Madeleine Liebman
Janice C Lilien
Rita Lindsay
Eloise Linger
Walter Lippmann
Linda Loew
Laraine Lomberg
Andrea London
Marina & Ian Lowry ✧

Jen Murphy
Janine Myer
Lora K Myers
Raj Narendran
Jacquelyn Zusi Neary
Sarah Nolan
Karen L Norris
Tara Obrien
Richard & Jill Oetheimer
Candie Oldham & Rae Willis
Geraldine Olson
Judy O'Neil
Catherine O'Shea
Noreen & Donald Oslander
Cathy & Todd Ostir
Susan Pappas
Molvy Parker
Katie Parmington
Lauren Parmington
Todd Parmington
Shirley Paulson
Laurel Spina Petersen
Anita Phagan
Larry Pieniazek
The Plung Family
Sarah Pokorny
Robert Pollock & Family
Leah Porter

Megan Ellis
Boden Sandstrom
Kyra Saulnier
Judi Saxe
Helen Schiff
Kate Schoener
Mary D Schrot
Julie Schwartz
Nicki Shank
Kathleen Dolan Shanley
Max Shelby
Ian Shepard
Lolli Sherry
Nancy Sherwood
Sue Shove & Helen Kittle
Gwendolen Graves Shupe
Jane Simon
Henrietta Siodlowski
Jacquelyn Smith
Mary Ellen Smith
Donna Louise Solomon
Wendy Erlich Sosson
Sandra Spekman
Marjorie Staub
Ryn Steck
Deborah Steinberg
Arnold Stern

Chris Posey
Alan Powell
Bette Price
Ellen (Strauss) Prottas
Necia Quast
Barbara Racioppi 
Laura Racioppi
Michele Racioppi
Katharine Randel
Susan Ray
Steve Reich ✧
Trudi Renwick
Kathy Retz
Dorna Richardson
Eileen Richer
James Ritter & Karin Strong
Jim Roehm
Mia Roop
Shelley Ross
Laura Rothe
Carol Rudolph
Robyn Rusignuolo
Jane Brailove Rutkoff
Karin Rutledge ✦
Nathaniel Rutledge
Rose Ruze
Karen Ryan

Liz Stevens
Sally Stevens
Curt & Susan Stiles
Paul Stockman
Edwin Strassburger
Pat Sylvan
Amanda Taylor
Brenda Topp
Diana Travis & MaryAnn 
 Mueller
Peter Tripp
Kathi Troendle
Janet D Trombly
Adrienne Tymiak & 
 David Ackerman
Laura Van Guilder
Beth Van Houten
Bill & Pat Van Houten
Coralyn Vossler
Wendolyn Wager
Nicole Wagner
Katie Walker
Catherine Walz
Marc Wanner & Judy Rush
Kathleen K Wattles
Betty L Weber
Allie Weill
Joanna Weill
James & Jeanne Weill
Delpfine Welch
Linda Welter
Tomoko & Stephen Werbe
Pamela White
Theresa Whitehead ✧
Joe Williams
Susan Williams
Ellen Wilson
Ellen Winn & Matt Levine ✧
Alison Winnicki-Tycoliz
Megan J Wolff
Michael Woodhouse
Sylvia S Woolworth
Vicki Woolworth
Emma Yovanoff
Lori Zimmer
Terri Zimmer
Ronnie & Fred Zuhlke

Carole Mackenzie ✧
Mary Mackenzie
Liz Madara
Dawilla Madsen
David Mahoney
Georgia R Marino
Jill E Martin ✦ ✧
Kathy Martin
David W Mason
Adrienne Verde-McCarron
Margaret McConville
Diane McGary
Bruce McLanahan
Catherine McMichael
Charlotte Mehrtens
Marlene Meltz
Jim & Kathy Merrell
Caroline & Peter Mescia
Karen Meyers ✦
Deborah Michelsen
Paula Michelsen
Jane Miller & Mike Kisell
Rachel Minard
Kirsten Mitchell
Olga Mitchell
Carol Morman
Elizabeth Moulthrop
Amy Mulligan Biaggi
Jen Murphy

I n  H o n o r
Lee-Ellen Marvin
   In Honor of Diane Maluso 
Candace Ruitenberg  
   In Honor of Elizabeth Morgenthien
Jim Roehm 
   In Honor of Janne Roehm
Elizabeth Morgenthien 
   In Honor of Candy Ruitenberg
Nathaniel Rutledge 
   In Honor of Karin Rutledge
Thomas Ryan  
   In Honor of Mary Ryan 
Ellen Connors 
 In Honor of Charon Snearing 

Marilyn Jones 
   In Honor of Elizabeth Crandall 
Mae O'Neill 
   In Honor of Lucille Goff 
A Benjamin Rippe 
   In Honor of Marilyn Graber 
Kathleen K Wattles 
   In Honor of the Graves and Fullerton Families
Gary Grill & Dawn Hoag
   In Honor of Hannah Grill 
Catherine Conover Covert 
   In Honor of Will Harrington 
Emily (Reich) Schrenk
    In Honor of Carole Mackenzie 

In Honor of Ginny Hildebrand 
   Anonymous
   Dana Schultz
   Charles McCollester
   Carol Bradof
   Rosemary Trump

In Honor of Jill E Martin 
    Carolyn Klinge & Elizabeth 
        Beckhusen
    Pamela Klingler

Mary & Jay Steinberg
   In Honor of Deborah Steinberg 
 Diane R Stevens
   In Honor of Martha Swirsky

In Honor of Chris Hildebrand
    Judith Croman 
    Miriam Frank 

In Honor of Paula Michelsen 
 Christine Wubbolding 
 Roberta Miksad

✧ Campfire Circle ✦ Legacy Circle

I n  M e m o r y
In Memory of Michael & Peter Danziger 
   Anonymous
In Memory of Michael Danziger 
   Catherine M Bennett
   Judy & Marshall Dermer
   Ellen Gagne
   Fran Kaback
   Mia Roop
   Louise Moore (Solomon)
In Memory of Rob Flanagan 
   Marilyn Graber
In Memory of Emma Gilroy 
   Hillsborough Education Association

In Memory of Henry (Buz) Graves, Jr 
    Marilyn Graber
    Carol Jackman
    Airell Jenks
In Memory of Joan Tasker Grimbert 
   Karin Tasker Bordern
In Memory of Dorcas Hardy 
   Marjorie Anderson
   Connie Gray
   Samuel Spagnolo
   Diane M White
In Memory of Kris Hanson 
   Ro Woodard

In Memory of Mimi Harrington 
   David Gow 
   Ellen Winn
In Memory of Mariana Hernandez 
   Willa Madden
   Mike and Delia Perez
In Memory of Eric Hildebrand 
   Miriam Frank
   Virginia Hildebrand
In Memory of Margaret Lloyd & 
   Howard Jones 
   D Lloyd Jones
    Joanne Leonard

In Memory of Jan Lilien 
   Chris Hildebrand
In Memory of Barbara Lowell 
   Betty Seidel
In Memory of Mary K Mitchell 
   Mary Ellen Smith
In Memory of Emily Novick 
   Abigail Adler
In Memory of Irene O'Boyle 
   Megan Long
In Memory of Rita J Oldham 
    Constance Marchese Baum
In Memory of Claire (CAP) Powell 
   Sharon Powell

In Memory of Phyllis Richardson 
   Alexander Richardson
In Memory of Beth Rubin  
   Chris Hildebrand
In Memory of Roslyn W Rusinow 
   Ellen & Jeff Foust
In Memory of Gus & Thelma Sickles 
   Ellen Sickles James
In Memory of Jeanne Wohlers 
   Alan Herzig




